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COMMUNICANTS, 


re their Hin; excite: their Aſſections, quicken their 
Graces, and enliven their Devotions on Sacramental Occaſions. 


| AND LIKEWISE USEFUL a 
To promote gracious Diſpoſitions and Reſolutions in Chriſtian 
at all times, upon the remembrance of a Crucified I Es us. 


TOGETHER WITH A 


9 SHORT CHRIS FIAN DIRECTORY, 


| CONSISTING OP 5 
Forty Scripture Directions proper for all Chriſtians intending 


vellers in their Way thither. 


To which are added, by Way of APPEN DIX, 


Hl A.Lecrure concerning . the [Inſtitution of the Lord's 
Supper, on 1 Cor. xi. 17. to the end. 


II. A PREPARATION SERMON, from Joſh. iii. 3. 
III. An AcTion SERMON,. from Cant. ii. 4. 
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HE Eternal Son of God, when taking his leave of an un- 
grateful world, inſtituted the Sacrament of the Supper, 
is a lively reſemblance and memorial of his þlcody fufferings 
and death in the room of his people; and alſo to be a bright 
nd laſting evidence of the amazing love of God the Father, 
Bon, and Holy Ghoſt, to periſhing ſinneers. 
As God once ſent his Son into the world in a lowly habit, 
loathed with human fleſh to fave ſinners ; fo now he ſends him 
In a liomely dreſs, cloathed with the elements of bread and wine, 
o allure us of his love, and to engage us to come to him. 
Kings expect that their children will be reſpected, though their | 
officers be neglected. Surely (faith God) “they will reverence 
my Son; they will make him welcome, and hearken to him.“ 
In this moſt auguſt Ordinance of the New Teflament the 
reat God approaches very near to us, and we to him ; and yet 
t is to be deeply regretted that many who profeſs to believe 
his, come to it with ſo little thought and preparation, and 
vith To much indifferency and careleſſneſs of ſpirit ! Oh, ſhall 
ve adventure ſo near the Great God, who is infinitely holy, in 
hoſe ſight the heavens are not pure, and in whoſe preſence the 
un and ſtars are dimmed, and the brighteſt: ſeraphims do gather 
their wings, and account therafelves as Iitle flies before him! 
all we, who are creatures ſo mean and fo vile, be carcleſs 
nd unconcerned, when we make the neareſt approach to this 
Preat and holy God, that we can make on this ſide of heaven, 
Ought we not to go bluſhing, aſhamed, and deeply humbled 
Mn many accounts, and particularly for. our ingratitude for re- 
cening love, that love which paſſeth knowledge; and for 
ur contempt of “ God's unſpeakable gift,” the greateſt fin in 
he world; yea, we ſhould go wondering that we are out of 
ell; for many thouſands are burning there, who have not ſinned - 
 heinouſly in making light of precious Chrift as we have Cones 
Moreover, Reader; © conſider if you go to this ordinance un- 
roparedly, or with indifference, you ſiot only make light of 


ie Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but you are 6 guilty of the body and 4 | 


blood of the Lord,” 1 Cor. K. 27. Surely that word may 
uſe you to quake and tremble ; blood-guiltigeſs of any fort © 
a dreadful fin, and eſpecially to be.guilty of the © blood off 
the Lord,” Murder is a fin that cries for vengeance on the” 

tor, and gives God no reft till he puniſh it, Gen. ive 10. 
The voice of thy brorher's blood crieth to me from the earth.“ 
it de a crying fin to murder a common perſon, what malt it 
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prepared aud cleaned hearts. 
in the grave, nor will be mixed with it 11 Learts, where corrup- 


iy | PREFACE. 


be to murder a King? & Who can ſtretch forth his hand against 
the Lord's anointed, and be guiltileſs?“ 1 Sam. Xvi. ge 0 
chene. what. a crime muſt it be to, murder the eternal Son of God, 
ho is the, exalted. King, thy ev crlaſting Father, thy dear Re- 
deemer, and thy God who gave thee 2 being. Child-murder :; 
2 heinous crime; but wh: at Clhriſt-pwrder is, no tongue can tell 
If on kun that flew Cin (that wicked man) vengeance ſhould 
be taken ſevenfold, what nee will be taken on kim that 
crucifies afreſh the Lord of Glor 9.1 11s con: deration ſhould 
make all of us afraid of carclels and. unworthy communicating. 
If we would communicate worthily, we muſt be ear: fy not 
only for the liſe of grace, but alſo for the livelineſs cf grace; 
not only ſor the truth and ſ.necrity of grace, but likes IS for 
the activity and vigorous exerciſe of grace, So that a believer 
lümſelf doth not cat and drink worthily, unleſs the grace that 
is in kim be excited and exerciſcd at tLis ordinances. There 
wuſt be not only faith in the, truth of it, but there muſt b 
faith realizing, apply ing, nppropr ating, ard making. uſc of 
_ Chriſt's death and purcheſe in this ordinance. Nat diy muſt 
there be a diſpoſition of foul: to be humbled. for ſin, but there 
muſt be actual mourning and melting of heart for bn, and for 
particular fins, when we lock on hun we have pi ierced, by then. 
Not only, muſe there be à principle of love to Clit, but alfo 
an exciting of love to .fiane cut to Chriſt, who loved us, and 
gave himſelf for us. a 
Worthy communicating „being 2 Werk F hugh importance, 
the following Scriptural M leditaticns and, Advices are humbly 
offered to Chriſtians, as an belp in their preparatious for it. 
1 !eading; and thinking much on the ſubjects 1 zere preoſed, may, 
through Cud's blelung, be uſeful to promote their habitual, pre- 
paration for. the holy Supper. Chrilt's vody ard blood herein 
ezliibited are pure and holy things, and ſhouſd be he received in 
His body never. ſaw corruption 


tion is ulloweds. It lay" in a virgin's Wand, and in a virgin ui 
chic ala will fill be entertain. ui virgin Aculs and aftectio 3 
in hearts. 1 and conſecrated to Ged. In theſe Chritt 
chooſes to ref de, and not in theſe where Fn and the w orl, with 
the luſts thereot, are Larbourcd. Oh, had we grace to maintain 
and cheriſh the fear of God, and the love ef Clniſt babitually 
in our ſculs, we might, without, much pains, be prepared ſor 
coming to him at his Table. 

Did we always Lear in our mit ds, tat ſacramental occaſions 
_ age {: 1:run 8ppc CL RICH? „aud Bethel meetings with Ged, lor 
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8 P R E F A C E. 1 


deeing covenant, and entertaining fellowſhip and communion 
with lum, we would guard more againſt formality creeping in 


upon us in our preparations for, and in our attendance upon 
this ordinance, than alas, we do. Oh, ſuch formality wilt pro- 


Broke the Maſter of our ſolemn feaſts to withdraw from them, 
Wand tlcn what poor, dry, melancholy, and lifelefs things will 
Whey be? What are the Sacraments without Chriſt's preſence 
Win them? O ler us never be fatisfied with communion ſabbaths, 
Without communion with Chriſt in them. „F neg 


On the other hand, if we would keep up communion with 


WI Chriſt in theſe ordinances, let vs beware of relying on our pre- 
ions pains or preparations, either for our right performing of 


cur duty, or for our acceptance in it: For we are never more 
ready to miſcarry, and to be diſappointed, than when we are 
[guilty of this reſting. Stindry go to the Lord's Table with 


great humiliation for ſin, and yet come away without comfort: 
Why? becauſe they make a Chrilt of their ſorrow. O whar 


worth can we fee in our beſt preparations, confeffions, prayers, 


# tears, bumiliations, &c ? If we compare them with the law of 


30d, we have more cauſe to be aſhamed of tliem, than to lay 
any ſtreſs on them. Could: we renounce all ſelf-confidence, and 


Wand ciſciaim all cur proviſion in point of dependence, and caſt 
Wourfelves wholly on Chrift for ſtrength, eras edn entns and 


acceptance, we would have better ſucceſs at the Lord's 
than commonly we have, 6 ag „ | 
MWe are never more fit for this holy Table, than when we 
re moſt humbled, and moſt aſhamed of ourſelves, becauſe of 
our unfitneſs for this ſolemn approach; and we are never leſs 
ſit, than when we think ourſelves niaſt fit and prepared for the 
ut y. A holy denicdnefs to all ſelf-ſufficiency, and a deep ſenſe 
f unvorthinefs and unſitueſs, is the beſt preparation we can at- 
tain to for this folemn ordinance. Let us make holy David 
our pattern, when going to partake, Pſalm Ixxli. 16. I wit 


able, 


| 80 in the ſtrength of the Lord God; I will make mention f 
thy rightcouſpeſs, even of thine on y.“ Amen. . 
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SACRAMENTAL 
MEDITATIONS 


UPON SUNDRY 


SCRIPTURE TEXTS. 


ME DITATION I. 
From HEB. xi. 7. 
By F auth Nas prepar ed an Ark to the ſaving of 2 Houſe 


HOUGH the flood that drowned the old world 
was at many years diſtance, yet Noah was moved 
with fear at God's warning him of” it, and prepared an 
ark for his ſaſety+ and ſhall not uneonverted unbeliev- 
ing ſinners, who have a far more tc: rible flood threat- 
ned againſt them, and may be only a few days diſtant, | 
take. warning, and provide with all ſpecd for their ſafe- 
ty?—Oh! ſhall I, a wretched guilty finner, take reſt, 
while Fam within the flood mark of God's wrath, and 
not àariſe in time to provide an Ark to flee to for my. 
ſaſety But O good news! I have not the Ark to pro- 
vide, it is prepar ed to my hand: God, in his infinite wiſ- 
dom and pity, hath made ready an Ark long ago for loſt 


ſinners of Adam's race to flee to; and now it is com- 


pletely furniſhed and finiſhed, and all tlungs are ready, 
ſo that T have nothing to do but go and take poſſeſſion. 
O what had become of me, and other periſhing ſin- 
ners, had we the Ark to build ſor ourſelves? Nay, the 
whole creation had not been able or ſufficient for this 
purpoſe. How foon would the raging flood of divine 


” ”" " 
P 4.6 > . a pe 
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i 


with fear, to fly | 
ſhe!terleſs ſtate by nature, the waves and billows of 


2 S AGRAMEN TAL. 


wrath ſweep away all the arks of men or angels build. | 


ing! But thanks be unto God for ever, for the excellent | 


'well built Ark of God's deviſing, for the many ſpacious 


rooms and ſafe lodg*ng-places within it, for the ſuitable | 
accomodation and plentiful proviſion ſaid up therein, and : 
tor the door opened in the ſide thereof for periſhing ſouls 
The ſalvation of ſinners by a crucified 
Chriſt is a well ordered ſcheme, a beautiful contrivance! | 


1 ſee all 8 


to enter by. 


Bleſſed be the infinitely wiſe Contriver for it 
things in Chriſt crucified neceſſary for me: he is made 


and redemption.” J here is in him infinite wiſdom to 
guide me, a ſpotleſs righteouſneſs to cover me, precious 
blood to w ſh me, the Holy Spirit to ſanctiſy me, his good 
word. to direct me, his juſt laws to govern me, and his 
infinite ſulneſs to ſapply all my needs: : fafe and hoppy 


then would I be, were I found in him. O that, upon trial 


by ſeripture marks, I could conclude my ſelf to be with- 
in the Ark, to wit, a erueified Jeſus ! 

Can I ſay; 1 have been warned of God, and moved 
to this Ark? Have I diſcovered my 


wrath riſing and rolling againſt me? IIave I ſecn my own 


inabikity to provide an ark for myſelf, and the excellency 


and fitneſs of the Ark of God's providing? Have I Nen 
made willing to abandon all falle arks, and earneſtly in 
quiſttive how to get into the true Ark? Havel ho 


made willing to ule all appointed means for this end, to 
read, bear, meditate, pray, repent, believe, eſſay to climb - 
up. the ſides of the Ark, and preſs to get in at the door 


thereof? Have I been willing to venture .my all 'in the 
Ark, like Noah, notwithflanding of the diſeouragemenis, 
ſcoffs, and hatred of the world for ſo doing? Have I will- 


ingly acquieſced, ſheltered and lodged my foul in God's 


Ark, and been made to ſay, * This 1 is my reſt for ever, 
« here will I dwell 7”? 
ſhall be my Ark, his righteouſneſs alone my reſuge and 
. 5 | 
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MEDITATIONS. 3 


Alas? upon impartial ſearch, have I not cauſe to ſear, 
that I have not yet fled to the Ark, but am ſtil expoled 


to the devouring flood? and can [ be eaſy or quiet in 


ſuch a caſe? Can | ſorbear crying, what ſhall 1 do to 
get into the Ark Chriſt? Nay, w hat would I not do to 
get into it? Lord, what wouldtt thou have me to do? 

Wouldſt thou have me to humble my ſelf, confeſs, mourn, 
part with ſin, cloſe with Chriſt in all his offices? Pre- 
ſcribe, Lord, what thou wilt, I will not ſeruple what 


thou enjoins me, but obey thee without reſerve. I ar: 
ation, 


reſolved upon it , whatever it colt me, that the ſolicita. 
tions of the fleſh, hb temptations of Satan, the ſeoffs, re- 


F proaches, or verſecutions of the world, ſhall ner ſtop me 
ſrom flying to the Ark: I would break through all theſe 
¶ to be found in it. Lord, increaſe and ſtr +ogthen my faith 


for that end, and help my unbelief 
O how ſuitable is the Ark Chriſt to my deſtitute and 


WV miſerable condition: in myſelf E want all things, but J 
ſee ſupply for all my wants in the Ark. I am poor, but 
31 ſce gold in the Ark to make me rich: 
by fin, but I ſee balm in the Ark to heal my wounds: I 


I am wounded 


am blind, but there is eve-falve in the Ark to make me 
ſee: J am- periſhing with hunger, but I fee bread in the 
Ark to ſatisfy me: 1 am naked, but in the Ark there is 
white raiment to clothe me: I am poltated, but in the 
Ark there is a fountain to waſh me: I am expoſed to 
more terrible floods than Noah was, but I ſee the Ark 
Chriſt can ſave me from them all: Noat's ark ſaved him 
only from a food of water, but the Ark Chrilt ſaves from 

a flood of the curſes of the law, and the wrath of God, 
which will fweep away all the unbelieving world. Thi 
flood roſe, ſwelled high, and daſlied furiouſly againſt our 
Ark, but the Ark was proof againſt it and ſheltered all 
the elect world from the flood, [fo that not one drop did 
light on them. O how excellent is this Ark! for ic can 
ſabe me ſrom being over-whelmed or carried away with 
any flood, and particulsrly it can ſave me from being 
carried away with the flood of Satan's temptations which 
freeps: Wir many, or with a flood of indw ellingcor 

| A 2 


— 


* — — 
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ed. Let me then by faith fly to this bleſſed Ark, where 
all believers are. preſerved ſrom theſe deſtroying floods. | 
Behold I run, I fly: may Jeſus draw me, and help me in! 


are in Chriſt Jeſus. 


. —— — — 


ruption, with a flood of error, with a flood of profanity, „ot fat 
. oy * + ail:d 
ritual concerns ; by which floods, multitudes are deftroy- | _* 
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or with a flood of neutrality and indiffereney about ſpi-· 


— 
* 


| Blefled for ever be the God of heaven, for providing { 

ſuch an Ark ſor fallen ſinners upon earth. I deſire to 

count all things but loſs and dung, that I may be found . 

in this Ark, among the preſerved in Chriſt Jeſus, whom od ſþc 
no flood can reach. However this Ark may be llightedÞ 

27 

| wa lc 


by the world, I'IIl prize it above all things, and count 
them for ever happy who get into it, ſeeing God de-. 


* 

oY 

* 
0 


clares it, that there is no condemnation to them that] 


* 


The ark was flighted by the old 


world, and Noah ridiculed for preparing it ſor himſeli wth 
and his houſe ; but it ſoon appeared that Noah was the. d don 
wiſeſt man that then lived upon the earth. Few there r ER 
were who entered with Noah into the ark, and no doubt, . 
were reproached and mocked for their ſingularity ; but ith cs 
Joon was the world perſuaded that they were the only HK 288 
wiſe and happy men in it. Better ſurely it was to have N 


followed the eight perſons that went into the ark, than Inve e 


to have joined eight millions of theſe who were drowned bites; 
in the flood. Should I be ſo fooliſh. as follow the old OW 


world in undervaluing the Ark, I muſt lay my account to non; 
be ſhut out and periſh with them too: whereſore I will 528 
not ſear the reproach of men for being ſingular in my 18055 


eſteem of glorious Chriſt.—— May I be numbered among Pr 
that happy company (however few they be) who love t . 
the Lord ſeſus Chriſt in ſincerity, and will blifs God. 


| Is ; 5 nnihg 
eternally for providing this Ark for drowning men! Nes 


May 1 be one that will ever bliſs my lovely and loving 95 
Jeſus, that pitied me and took me in, when others were erat 
waſhed off ſrom the ſides of the Ark, as adhering only to it prone 
by a dead and ſormal profeſſion ! May I be one that will Let: 
ever fing to his praiſe, O amaſing free love ! that pitied th th; 
and diſtinguiſhed me, when the flood came: that graci-W. 17 


oully drew and determined me in ſuch a manner, that It! M 


anity, 
ut i. : 
>ftroy-if 
where 
floods. N 
me in! 
viding 
ſire to, 
- found f 
whom] 
lighted 


count 


od de- 


n that 
the old! 
himſcli| 


vas theft 


v there 


o doubt] 


y ; but 
ne only 
to have 


k, than 
row ned 
the old 
-ount to 
e I will 
r in my 
1 among 
ho love 
liſs God 
8 men: 
d loving 
ers were 
nly to it 
that will 
at pitied 
at gracl. 
, chat 


Fot ſüto the ark and was ſafe, 
: valhed off and a for ever. 
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when many others were 


MEDITATION II. 


From 2 Peres | 11. 4. 


Bod ſured not the Angels t bat founed, but ** om do un 
to Hell. 


ow admirable, ſree ahd diſtingui hing! is the love 


of God to mankind ſinners, in pitying them in 


heir low and loſt eſtate! O how different is the caſe of 


allen men upon the carth, from the caſe of fallen angels 
n hell, and that of 1 ſouls there! Manna is rain- 


| F donn upon us, while an eternal ſhower of fire and 


rimſtone falls down upon them. They are bound in 
hains of darkneſs, whilſt t 


thou, Lord, art drawing us 
ith cords of love. Fhoa didſt not ſpa re angels 5, Bor 


ake on their nature; but thou haſt ſpared us, married 
ur nature, and exalted it to the heavens. 


They con- 
nue without hSpe under the deluge of God's wrath, 


hile the pleaſant Rainbow of the ſacrament appears to 


s as a token of God's covenant of grace, and of his wit- 
neneſs to ſecure us ſrom that averflowing flood, by tlie 
terpoſition of his dear Son in our nature. 0 how 


Jelcome ſhould we make tha: goſpel Rainbow. 


Lord, thy wrath ſoon broke oat againſt the angels 
at fell; thou didſt puniſh them immediately upon their 
nning againſt thce. Thou didſt not wait for their re- 
ntance, nor make any offer of merey to them but, pre 
ntly. upon their firſt offence, didſt condemn them to- 
erlaſting chains of darkneſs. O how far different, | is: 
y manner” of dealing with us! Long haſt thou waited 
don us after we have ſinned; yea, thou haſt ſollowed us 
th thy mercy after many Teluſals of it, and even after. 
Ir trampling the precious blood of Chriſt under our 
et! Marvellous and od ca ah is thy mercy to fallen men 


3 


»* 
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in reſpect of fallen angels! Glory to ſovereign ſree mercy, | 
that thou didſt not caſt-us off tor ever without a parleyſl 
as thou didft them; but waits to be gracious to us, long 
ſtretching ont thy hand, and calling us to repentance, e a ſa 
i ſaying, Turn ye, turn ye; wby w Fl you die.” ice lif 
ö Aguinſt the ſinnivg angels God was {o provoked, that Pod di 
he refolved within himſelf and hath kept his refolutionſWnd ca 
. ever ſince the beginning of the world, and will keep ii ind m 
| to all eternity, that he will not ſo much as enter into afſWhoofir 
188 | Parley with thele creatures, however glorious they onceſng inf 
| were, nor be reconciled to them upon any terms; yeaſWould 
that he will hear of no terms, but will revenge himſelpaſs by 
upon them to all eternity—may not then the hearing offWrefer 
this cauſe us to quake and tremble? ſor, why might notMay? Þ 
| the Lord have dealt with vs in the ſame manner, whoſWpeaka 
[F were far more wretched and miſerable creatures thanMprovid 
N angels? Surely if a king be ſo angry with an oſſending giving 
nobleman, that was once his ſpecial ſavourite, as to ba. thou f. 
mh him from court, and afterwards hear of no termWooms 
of reconcitiation with him; would not a ſeotman, offend ap 
mean ſervant, that had offended, when hearing of this] Lor 
begin to dread, and ſay, O what will become of me ftoop, 
Poor man, w hen the king treats his peers ſo ſeverely? En wit 
may forely deſpair of remiſſion or reconciliation witHeonfou 
bim. 80, in like manner, we poor clay worms, - upoiſcoldne 
hearing of God's ſeverity to ſallen angels, might haviſWang tc 
been overwhelmed with'ſear, if the Bible had not told I be w 
us, that the Son of God his delights were with the ſonWmand 
of men; that verily he took not on him the nature Mon the 
angels, but he took on him the ſeed of Abraham, Hing lo- 
Heb. ii. 16. and that he gave himſelf to be a fin-offeringÞto- hin 
and ſacrifice for men Aftoniſhing news! Glory to God think 
ſor theſe glad tidings of great joy! conſtr 
O admirable love to Adam's rebellions offspring ! Heal void h 
thou, Lord, paſt by angels. and remembered us in ou and w: 
low eſtate! and in thy infinite compaſſion become uf. Ar 
ſurety, to appeaſe divine juſtice ſor our heinous {in be the 
when no other ſacrifice could do it! O what ſhall roms 
render to Wee ſor this diſtinguiſhing love! N oulF but 

ü vereig 
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mercy, Jondition in Adam was no better than that of the angels 
parley ho leſt their firſt eſtate. By nature we were in a molt 

is, long ſMreadful caſe, lying, like Iſaac, bound on the altar, to 
vtancc, e a ſacrifice to the juſtice of God, and the ſword of juſ- 
Rice lift up to give the killing blow, until the Son of 
d, that Pod diſcovered himſelf as the ram caught in the thickets, 
olutionſ@nd callivg to juſtice, hold thy hand, looſe them, and 
keep ii ind me in their room; I'll be the ſacrifice for them. In 

r into afſ@hooſing fallen men, and not angels, God gave an amaz- 
cy once ing inſtance of the ſovereignty of his grace, that he 
s; yes, Would be merciful to whom he would be. merciful ; would 
himſcl/paſs. by the ſuperior nature, and chooſe the inferior ; 

aring off 2 veſſels of clay to veſſels of gold! What can we 
ight notay? Nothing, but wonder at God's free grace !—Un- 
er, whoſWpecakable love! Lord, it had been much if thou hadſt 
es thanfWprovided an angel to mitigate our ſufferings in hell, by 
NendingſMWiving us drops of water to cool our tongue; but that | 
s to bathou ſhouldſt have condeſcended to come and change 
o term rooms with us, lie in hell for us, and ſuffer the very pains 
man, olf fand agonies duc to us, is love that paſſeth knowledge. 
of this Lord, when I conſider thy diſtinguiſhing pity, and low 
of me i ſtoop, to purchaſe and recover ſuch clods of earth and 
erely? in with thy blood and agonies, I am amazed at thy love, 
on with confounded at my own ingratitude, and aſhamed at the 
's, upelffeoldneſs and hardneſs of my heart! Oh! was Chriſt wil- | 
ht haveWing to change rooms with the like of me, and ſhall not 
not toliiI be wiliing to change rooms with him, and at his de- 
the ſorſmand to part with the filthy rags of my ſins, and take 
\ature on the robe of his righteouſneſs ? O ſhall not this amaz- 
raham, Ning love of Chriſt conſtrain me to love him again, and live 
offering to him that died for me? ſhall it not conſtrain me to 
y to Go think on him? conſtrain me to cloſe with and truſt in him? 
| conſtrain me to commend him? conſtrain me to hate and a- 
ng ! Hel void his enemy, fin? conſtrain me to adhere to Chriſt's truth 
is in ou and ways? to perſevere in prayer, praiſe and holy walking? 
ome ou Are fallen angels left, and fallen men pitched upon to 
10us ſins be the monuments. of free grace, to fill up the vacant 
ſhall roms which angels fell from? What ſhall ! ſay to this, 
;rely ou but even ſo, Father, for ſo it pleaſed thee ;” 12 thy ſo- 
NR vereign free grace be the eternal ſong of both men _ 
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angels. Not ne menü us; but unto thy nandf 
© be the glory.” 
joy ful found of ele with fallen men, and of aff 


brace, I take hold of thy covenant, and the ſeal of it ten. 
of myſclf unto the Lord, to be his and his only, in all 


and obey thee without reſerve: ſince thou wouldſt have 
nounce my own will, and take thine for my rule, Lord, 


Praiſes of ou gracc and redeething love for ever, Amcm 


SACRAMENTATL. 
Pod, the 


veal 
he kno! 
nder N 
nore pe 
overies 


-Bieſſed be God, that hear” thil 


treaty of peace carried on with them: I he devils never 
heard, and never thall hear ſuch news.—But Oh, if 
come not in, and accept of the terms und oft. rs made ta ; 
me in the goſpel, Fil put my ſelſ in a worſe eaſe than th They in 
devils: For it cannot be charged upon fallen angels, as on he COV« 
fallen men; that God was willing to be reconciled to them he tur! 
and they would not. Now then, when the gofpel treaty IT: 
is procidunce; God ſorbid I be four guilty of refuſing thoſe 

his terms, ſcorning his offers, and deſying his threar bers 
nings. 0 how ſhall 1 elcape, if 1 negleQ ſo great and ple nea: 
« wonderful ſalvation”? as is tendered to me? Neglect it, earer 


Lord, I dare not, Iwill not. Lo, I come, J accept, J em- Ren 


ad no! 
idence 
Iew ar 
who 

Hof hi 
perſ. 
dut al 


dered to me: I renounce the old covenant, I break league 

this day with all thy enemies, I proclaim war againſt them: 
I clofe with Chriſt Jeſus, both as my righteouſneſs and 
ſtrength: I make a full and free ſurrender and reſignation 


J am, and in all I enjoy, to be ordered and diſpoſed of 
Yor his glory and' ſervice. Lord, I am thine; I will not 


be my own, I will not be the vori, but Ill be thine, 
thine only, and thine wholly; thine to-love thee, ſerve 


no nature but mine, I will have no will but thine. I re- 


Jam thine O fave chbü me; and T will trumpet forth the 


bs 


2 
MEDITATION m. 
— | 7 From PSA exIvn. 0 
EH. Zatbh not dal 2 with any nation. 


RE Nation of Ifruel was fi. ingularly piiefleget a- 
bove others; they were ä covenant with 


A 
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Pod, they had God's word and ordinances, the means of 


y nandf 
ar thiWonverfion and ſalvation ; they had the goſpel revelation, 


ind of he knowledge and- promiſes of the Meſliah. - But we 
s neverfW@nder New Teſtament times, and in Britain, are yet 
Dh, if ore peculiarly privileged with clearer light and diſ- 
made toveries of the Meffiah than the nation of Ifrael had. 
han the They lived under a darker and harſher diſpenſation of 
s, as ohe covenant of grace by Moſes, w hoſe firſt miracle was 
othenm[ he turning of water into blood ; but we live under the 
| treaty learer and ſweeter diſpenſation of it by Chriſt himſelf, 
refuſing hoſe firſt miracle was the turning water into wine that 


threar {hecrs the heart. The nation of Iſrael were called a peo- 
eat anal le near unto God: but in goſpel times are allowed yet 
left it Pearer acceſs to God than they had. — The children of 
„ J em- ſrael were not allowed ſs much as to touch the mount 
Fit tern which the Lord came down: the men of Bethſhemiſh 
Teague ad not liberty to look into the ark, the place of his re- 
them: idence But, behold, we are allowed to take a near 
fs and ien and ſteady look of a crucified Jeſus in the ſacrament, 
vation Who is the image of the inviſible God, the brightneſs 
"in all of his Father's glory, and the expreſs image of his 
dſed ot bperſon,“ yea, we have liberty not only to look to him, 
ill not Put alſo to touch him, handle his wounds, embrace his 
thine. erſon, and lodge him in our hearts. | 
Arve The advantage of a clear revelation of a crucified | 
} have! hriſt in the goſpel ordinances, and particularly in the 
I re. ord's ſupper, is an irvaluable privilege, If the roy al 
Lord. ſalmiſt admired the Divine Goodneſs in cauſing the ſun, 
th the en and ſtars, to ſhine in the firmament for man's be- 
Ann oof, and therefore cries, © what is man that God is thus 
118 * mindful of him.“ How far greater cauſe have we to 
ay ſo, when we obſerve how God cauſes the Sun of 
fighteouſneſs ſhine ſo brightly in the firmament of goſ- 
del ordinances, and © the day ſpring ſrom on high to 
{ Viſit. us“ with the light of ſaving knowledge, and of 
ternal ſalvation through him Again, if the Pſalmiſt 
Peralts God'sgoodnefs ſo much in his giving the beaſts 
ed a- of the field, fowls of the air, and fiſhes of the fea," to be 
wih Nod for man; hat ground have we to admire and praiſe 


10 SACRAMENTAL : 
| God's infinite mercy, in giving us the flcth and blood 


his own dear Son to preſerve the lives of our ſouls ? 
what rare goſpel-feafts. are thefe wtiich God allows us i 
the land wherein we dwell? and O how wonderſully a | 
they preſerved and continued with us, from time to tin 
dy the miraculous working of God's mercy and powerfWſe of Eg: 
_vhile others are viſited with cleannefs of teeth, and Hater me 
famine of the word of God. He hath not dealt wi. 1:xxx1i% 
-every nation as with us pn pcs m 
And, Lord, how diſtingoiſhing 5 is ths podueſe unn afle 
me a moſt unworthy creature! By thy merey I was bo paſſove 


at cauſe 
uiſhing 
ers! W 
ſun {hn 


n other 


in a valley of viſion ; and I dwell in a lightſome GollaliWhc Mef 
when multitudes of others, in Pagan and Popiſly nationcompar 
are covered with Egyptian darkneſs, and fit in the Hatning 
gion of the ſhadow of death. I hear heaven's free may, behol. 
ket days of grace proclaimed, when others have filciÞ heave 
| ſabbaths: I am invited to a rich banqueting-houſe, w heſhhly reb. 
others are ſtarving for want of the bread of life; O thaWied are 
I could value my mercics aright ! It is a great pi belie-. 
vilege that I am allowed to peak to the great God io as to 
prayer, and to hear him ſpeak unto ſme in his word Word, I 
But ſtill be puts greater honour upon me, by calling uy. car, 
to intimate communion and fellowſhip with himſelf, ve beauti! 
inviting me to fit down with him at his table; and fealWow wel 
upon the fruits of Chriſt's death, and benefits of his puh an in 
ehaſe ! Ob, I am Hot worthy of the leaſt erumb thaſWuming, 
fals:foom"{he.chilavan's table, and far leſs of being f. | dying 
down at the table with the children to cat of their breadWon the 
| end ſhare of the dainties provided for them -by-theiWvice th 
heavenly Father, if Peter, after having ſeen: Chriſt'Wen. C 
glory and his own vileneſs, judged himſelf unworthy . joyful 
be in the ſame ſhip with Chriſt, and therefore erieqid that 
« depart from me, for I am a ſinſul man ;” how ſhoulFor'me 
I, the chief of finners, adventure to ſit at the ſame 'tablWdful w. 
wich him, and feed upon his fleſh and enn E Amarin Id Devi 
condeſecnſivi! a aid me 
O whit diſtinction dorf God ke among alot, his joy 
cebdirtg the goſpel to them, with elear views and preWound o 
15 offers of a erueiſied Jeſus to periſhing ſouls t AnWoyful : 
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at cauſe have we in Theſe nations of admiring the deſ- 

uiſhing goodneſs of Gr d to us in this reſpec beyond 
ers! Would we not admire his goodneſs, if he cauſed 
ſun ſhine only in our horizon, as hie did on Coſhen, 


ood! 

ls? 
s us 
y aff 


tim 


n other nations were covered with darkneis, as a. 
owe of Egypt was? yet fur cly the goſpel ſun is by fa 
and Pater merey.— The golpel is indeed a joyſul 1 ond, 


« Ixxxix. 15. ſo called, with alluſion to the ulver 
pets made ule of under the law to call people to the 


t wil 


8 mn aſſemblies, and to intimate to them the feaſt of, 
is bor paſſover, which repreſented the love and ſufferings 
zoſeWbe Meffiah. A joyful ſound the golpel is indeed, if 


compare it with the ſound of the law's curics 285 
atning thundered from mount Sinai againſt ſinners. 
, behold, this joyful ſound bringing ſalvation comes 
| — even to heaven daring fnners, who had 


ation 
the ri 
e ma 
e file 


e, Whey rebelied againſt the God of heaven! Glad news! 


O thà ed are tl. y who know this joyful ſound ; know it ſo, 
eat pio believe it, admire it, entertain it, and comply with 
God io as to receive Chriſt offered theien to loſt ſinners. 
-word{W-ord, I make this joyſul ſound welcome ; it is muſie 
ling uy. car, and a cordial to my heart. I reckon their 
If, velW beautiful who, bring ſuch glad-tidings to mv ſoul. 
nd ſeaſſo welcome would men make them, who would bring 
his pu an invention, that would ſecure their eſtates ſrom 
nb thaWuming, their houtes from burning, or their bodies 


ing [a dying !-—but here we have the ſure news of an in- 


r breadWon that doth much more for us than all this, even 
by  theifWvice that ſecures us from hell, and enſures us of 
Chriſten. Ought I not then ebearſully to comply with 
orthy . joyful ſound, and fall in with the call thereof? God 


e criedWÞd that 1 ſhould ſtop my cars at it; it had been bet- 


w ſhoulWor me then never to have heard of it at all: How 


me tablWdful-would my caſe be at the judgment. day! How 
Amazin Id Devils, Turks, Heathens, and my own conſcience, 


aid me in hell to all eternity for my folly in fights | 
bis joyſul ſound? furely God may flight the mourn- , 
ound of their prayers in time of diftreſs; who flight - 
joyful en his goſpel in time of Sab 


e, 
and pre 
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Lord, I bleſs thee for it. I love it, I receive ie; 1" 
come it, I fall e in with it, and will ai il : 


ever. 


MEDTATION IV. 


F rom 1 JOHN ili. 1. 


upon us. £5 


N the amazing work of our redemption, we are call 
to behold and admire both the love of the Fathf 
Unſpeakable love of the | 


and the love of the Son.. 
ther ! that contrived our redemption, pitched upon 
grave the Redeemer. O how readily accepted he of 


Son's offer to ſuffer and ſatisfy infinite jv «. ice for {inf 


our room! Upon our fall, he might juſtly have ſaid, ! 
the foul that fins ſhall die perſonally, I'll admit of 
furety. 
love to us, that when the dear Son ſaid, Father, I. 
be the ſurety for ſinners of mankind, let my blood 
ſked for theirs, let the blow light on me, let me die 
their room; ſuch was the love and pity of the Fat 
to us, that he preſently accepted the offer, held our 

dee mer at his word, ſaying, Be it as thou haſt {a 
„ Awake, O ſword againſt the Man that is my fello 
© {mite the Shepherd,” and ſpare the ſheep. I'll glo 
my juſtice upon my own dear Son, ratber than u 

them. Amen, laid the bleſſed Son of God: I will bet 
_ ſacrifice! 

Oh love unfoabeble; both in the Father W the 80 
human love, ar gelical love, is nothing to it! O what 
the love of ereatures one to another, to this love — 
to man !. aſtoniſhing love! that the eternal Son of G 
nm by no man, but hated of all mon ſhould in 

ove and pity intreat for men; yea, undertake and 


for them, when enemies to God-and all. that is go! 


But, glory to the bleſſed Father, ſuch was 
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Behold what: manner of Love the Father bath 22 
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Jo the breadth, O the length, O the depth, O the 
Wheight of this love of Chriſt, which paſſeth knowledge! ys 
may pothbly feel it, but Lean ſathom it. The love 
ereatures is nothing to the love of Chriſt, It was 
Neat love that Jacob bore to Rachel, that he endured 
Wc beat ot. tummer, and froils of winter, for her: bat 
WY that was nothing to the winter "HOI which Chriſt 
eered for us. It was extraordinary love that Jonathan 
gd to David, that he would peril his liſe to avert his 
be 2 her's wrath from him: but what was that to Chriſt's 
Ie, that took on his <cternal Father's wrath, which 
Ws infinitely greater than Saul's, and actually laid down 
life to avert that dreadful ſtorm of wrath from us! 
hat love was it that made him ſtand before the mouth 
Ihell furnace, and ſuffer himſelf to be ſcorched with it, 
the molt terrible manner, that be might ſtop the 


5 1 4 
re il 1 


re call 
> Kath 
" the! 


upon 

5 of no from breaking out on us! Behold him receiving 
for ſin {word of juſtice into his bowels, to prevent its being 
ſaid, \ bathed in our hearts! Behold, when, the ſca of God's 
mit ofMÞtÞ raged and was tempeſtucus, threatening to ſwal- 
h was us all up; Chriſt came, and ſaid, like Jonah, ſpare 


le poor {inners;-take_me up, and caſt me into the ſea 


Er, I v 
their ſtead, that the ſtorm may be appeaſed againſt 


blood 


me diem! Chriſt was willing to be caſt into the ſea of wroch, 
je Fat be a bleſſed plank * mercy for. ere ſouls to 
4 our s to, and be ſaved. 

haſt ſal donirable love of the Father of i our 33 Jeſus Cbriſt, 
y fell would give his dearly beloved Son, out of free Love | 
UI | Pity to man, to dic and ſuſſer wrath for him! and 
han ufd choole rather to fee his dear Son agonizing and 


ggling under infinite wrath for a time, than to ſee 
elect world ſtruggling in hell among devils for ever! 
ho can utter the mighty acts of the Lord! Who 
ſhew forth: all his praiſe! O- Father of mereies, 


will bc! 


the 80 
O wha 


ove of all eternity thou ſoreſaw our fall and miſery and, 
on of hy wiſdom and love, didſt contrive a noble remedy 
wild in Hus: thou even didſt provide a Surety for man before 


nd debt was contracted, a Saviour for him beſore he 
t is go! loſt: and by this glorious Surety thou haſt found 
1 — | 
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out a noble; way to ſatisfy both the demands of jufiel 1 
and intreaties of mercy, and glorify both thoſe divin 
perfections at once. By this, Lord, we know thou loveſ 1 


Hany 
Is ful 


Pod wo 
us, that thou haſt not it h- held thy Son, thine only Ss love 
Hom us, to be facrificed in our room: and gracioul d put 


calledit us to comemorate thy love, in providing ti 
Sacrifice, at thy Holy Table.-—Inſtead of this, thol 
mighteit juſtly have called multitudes of us together, 
make us a ſacrifice to thy juſtice for our heinous {in 
EF and rebellions againſt heaven. But behold thou calls u 
| together to thy Table upon a quite other deſign, eve 


old wi 
ffer ic 
What we 
hildre! 
demies | 


Pigheſt 


to intimate to us a Sacrifice of thy own providing, ſuf ſcare 
ficent for us all; and actually to behold the bleeding vi Gd 
tim of the REINER Lamb of God, who willingly, at hf yet ſi 
Father's call, give himſelf to be Guin to take away ti O he 
ſins of the world! Lord, what didit thou ſee in ſuch cre ud my 


tures, to make thee love us aſter this manner ? nothinf 

but much to make thee loathe us: yet the time when i 

were moſt loathſome thou madeſt it the time of love 

1 vurely „thy thoughts are not as our thoughts, nor tif 
at ways as our ways!” How aſtonithing was thy condu 


reeneſ; 
atred 
ed to 
e but 
ommu 


| in redeeming us when loſt? And worſe are we than old he 
| | vils, if we be not raviſhed with the love of the FatlWM- was « 
3 in projecting our redemption, and with the love of your 
| eternal Son that made hi- leave his glory in heav: was 
| and even wade” through hell to ſave the dregs of 1Wrucikie 
| creation. ree, m 
| O what manner of love is this, that the Father ii ich 
| give his eternal Son, to dic for thoſe who deſerved et Haved f. 
| nal wrath for their rebeltion and treaſon againſt fed to 
# ſelf! When notice was firſt given in this lower wor! TH 
| * that the Son of God was coming down to it from heave 
1 what could have been expected, but that his buſineſs he 
| would be o condemn the world, and haſten the exec 
| | tion of thoſe he ſound in arms againſt him? But ©! f 
| can think, and not wonder, that he ſhould have ſent li 15 


to ſuffer and die for ſuch as forfeited their lives, and 0 
| ſierved to be lain ; yea, for ſuch as were allienated fri 
| the life of God, and ſull of enmity Wing him, unwor! 
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any place of abode upon earth, and by their wicked» 
ſs fully prepared for hell! O how ſurpriſing it is, that 
od would, in this our miſerable ſtate, ſend the Sor of 
is love to die for us, to reſcue us from deſerved wrath, 
d purchaſe a new title ſor us to life and glory! Be- 
old what manner of love this is, that the juſt ſhould 
ffer for the unjuſt, the juſt Prince for the unjuſt rebels 
hat were in arms againſt him, the King of glory for the 
hildren of diſobedience, the obedient Son for mortal e- 
ſemies? O this is ſuch a manner of loving, that the 


2 

f juſiicg 4 
diving 
u lovel x 
nly Sol 
acioullf 1 
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s, tho 
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n, ©vWigheſt tranſport of wondering cannot reach: „For 
ng. Jul ſcarcely for a rightcous man will one dare to die ; but 
ling vi Ml God commands his love to us, in that, while we were 
7, al Ns 


yet ſinners, Chriſt died for us.“ Rum. v. 7, 8. 
O ho am LI able to hear, ſpeak, or think of this love, 
nd my heart not burn with an admiring ſenſe of the 
reeneſs and riches of God's grace; and with a vehement 
atred and ind1gnation againſt my fins, which contribu— 
ed to pierce and cruciſy my glorious Redeemer! can 1 
e but raviſhed with love to him, when he comes to 
ommunicate his love to me at his Table; and ſay, be. 
old how J have loved you, and given myſelf for you! 
was „ cut off, but not ſor myſelf; IJ was wounded for 
| your" tranſgreſſions, and bruiſed ſor your iniquities.“ 
t was for you I was betrayed, reviled, condemned, and 
rutiſind; for you my hands and feet were nailed to the 
ree, my head crowned with thorns, and my fide pierced 
vith a ſpear: and alt this I-fuffered; that you might be 
aved from hell, and get fin forgiven, and God reconci- 
eck t on — for ever. 
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. Bs 78. 4 5 that thou art mindful of bim ? 


IX HEN David beheld the heaven, with its glorious 
A { laminarics, the ſun. moon, and ſtars, and the. 
| B 2 
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Pains about him, in his works of providence and redemp-i 


what 1s man, that God ſhould viſit him in this manner 


even he that is King of kings, and Lord of lords, who i 


4 ſtanding is infinite. He calls the ſtars by their names 


ſhould court him ſo earneſtly! that the Judge e f heave! 


eld 
HE cl 
or hir 
Would 
Jericr 
0 die 
an; 1 
hat Cc 
Paſſeth 
athom 
ſhould pay him a homely viſit in human nature, to ſcel - 135 . 
what ailed him, to hear his complaints, and know feel. 7 INS 
ingly his wants and miſeries, that he might the better 5 * 
ſympathize with him, relieve and ſupply ri! | 2 


3 oo; 11 
this viſit to man! 
But who 1s this that comes to pay Watcaſt 
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mighty works of God in the creation, and conſidereif 
what a mean figure man made amongſt them; he admires 
God's condeſcenſion and goodneſs in his concern and 


tion. Lord, what is man, fallen man, that thou ſhould 
notice him ſo much? a poor, vile, Ginfal worm! and yet 
how ſingularly minded and honoured is he, in God the 
Son his undertaking to be his eautioner and ranſom ! had : 
he done it for angels it had not been ſo marvellous ; but, 


infinite in majeſty and power, in riches and glory. e 
awful are the deſcriptions given us of him in the Bible! | 
« Great is our Lord, and of great power, his under. 


« Whatſoever he pleaſed, that did he in heaven and in | 
« carth, in the feas and all deep places.” And it is ſaid 
of his coming to judgment, Dan. vii. 10. A fiery frean| 
« iſſued ſorth ſrom before him, thovſands, -thouſandif 
* miniſtred unto him, and ten thouſand' times ten thou: 
fand food before him.” And yet this Almighty per 
ſon, the great God, condeſcends to clothe himſelf with 
our nature, and. ſtoops to the very ground, in the moi 
lowly manner, to pay a kind viſit to his rebellious erca 
ture, man, even man that is a worm; and when he get 
not acceſs to him at firſt, he continues to ſtand and 
knock at his door. — O how marvellous is this, that he 
who was Omnipotent, that could by a word have anni. 
hilated ſallen man, and created a more amiable creature 
in all reſpeQs in his room, ſhould ſtoop ſo low to him 
that he who was Omniſcient, and perfectly knew man's 
unworthineſs, his enmity, his ingratitude, and what un 
kind returns: he would make for the greateſt kindneſs 


. * 
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gerel chould come down from the Bench, and put on tlie pan- 
mires ele cloathes, that he might aniwer and ſatisfy the law 
and ſor him! that the greut General of the armies of heaven 
lemp- mould put himſelt 1n the room of a poor condemned de- 
ouldaerrer to ſuiler for him! that the Creator ſhould ſtoop: 
Jo dic for the creature, even the great God for a worm, 
4 dche! nan; is love that ſwallows up our thoughts and language! 
1 hadi hat can we think, what can we ſay of it ! It is love that 
: bu il alleth knowledge che moſt penetrating angel cannot 
nner! at hom its height, its depth, its breadth, or its length! 
to ſeel! vhy ? for its height it is infinitely higher than the highs 
„ feel. it heavens. For its depth, none can ſee its bottom, 
petter er it made him ſtoop as low as hell. For its breadth, 
Dc is as broad as the whole earth, and the whole heavens 
| an 00; it comprehends all his people, even the poorett 
who i Patcaſt on earth, as well as the higheſt ſaint in heaven, 
Honor its length, it never ends, but continues without in- 
Bible? Nerruption, notwithllanding of provocations ; nay, it is 
ander Hrawn out parrallel with the longeſt line of eternity. | 
names Lord, what is man that thou ſhouldſt have minded. 
and inf, viſited him, and loved him ſo! a creature moſt un- 
is ſaidff ovely, ugly, and black as hell; that had got the image 
- ArcanfW&#! God razed out, and the image of Satan piQtured.in 
dufand its room. —A creature lame and. impotent, that could 
1 thou- Pot File but as Chriſt lifted him, could not ſtand but as 
ty per upheld him, could not walk but as he led him, nor 
eit wit hove but as he drew him.— A rebel that was in league 
he mosi ith hell, that hated his Sovereign, and was plotting 
ich, the devil to pull the crown off his head. —A erea- 


1d yet 


LR + 
1 
2 


as crca' 

he get "< made loathſome by fin in God's ſight, yea, more 
and and pathſome than a new-born infant wallow ing in its blood, 
that han Job when full of boils, than Lazarus full of ſores, 
ve anni” a dead carcaſe crawling: with worms. -A creature: 
oreatur Et was undeſirous of God's viſit or help, and unwilling 
to him N accept of it; that ſaid to him, Depart from us, we 
v man'MF {fire not the knowledge of thy ways.” A crcature- 
what un{W22t contemned his love, rejected his offers, and tramp- 
kindneſs ES his blood. Who would have pitied ſuch a creature? 
fheaveiſihne ſo poor, ſo vile, ſo miſerable! it had been much te- 
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have given him an alms; but for the Son of God to givel 1 oft 
his life for him, may irike men and angels with aſtoniſl. r anot 
ing ſurpriſe for ever. Lord, what is man!” a poorſ her vi 
fceble crawling worm, „that has ſnouldſt be minctul o Hectua 
« him,” aſter this manner? and what are we, that veal ork fa; 
ſhould ſtill have the offers of this love continued to us Me reds 
Oh, ſhall we ever make light of this love any more: 7 1 fers, al 
ce believe, Lord, help my anbelief,” “? 2 ſus Cl 

There is a parallel text, Pfal. cxliv. 3. © Lord, what : 
js man that thou takeſt knowledge of him? or the Sonl 
c of man that thou makeſt account of him ?” what a poor | 
little thing is man, that thou ſhouldſt make ſo great ac 
count of him, put ſuch reſpect upon him above all other ; 
creatures, ſo as to condeſcend to ſtand in a nearer rela- 
"tion to him than to any other, as that of a Father, 4 
Brother, a Huſband, a Friend, &c. yea more, thou hal 
digniſied this poor thing, man, ſo much as to aſſume big Fro 
nature into an ineſfable, perſonal union with the ſecond 
perſon of the ever glorious Trinity, whereby the nature ¶Moſe 
of man is exalted above all the angels of heaven. It i Mat dry 
not the angelical, but the human nature, which Golf em in; 
hath choſen to tabernacle 3 in; and now it is honoured land 
ſar, as to be ſet on the right” hand of the Majeſty onfWrches 
high. The great account God hath of this little thing, Hiat Rc 
man, appears further in the great coſt, he hath laid outing ſm! 
for him. Why? God not only gives his, creatures tr Moſt 
die for man, to yield bim food, but he alſo give, whil 
his Chriſt to die for him, to procure him ett af liſe ere at 
Again, how great is the goodneſs which God hath laidqhds for 
up for him hercaſter? eye hath not ſeen it, ear hath no our j. 
heard it, nor hath it entered into the Bart of man t ctificat 
conceive how great it is! O what a ſavourite of heaven, theſe 
muſt this little creature, man, be. the go 

Lord, who can but wonder at the honour thou haleams r. 
already put upon man, and at the favours. thou ſill deWriſt, w! 
ſigns for him-great things haſt thou laid out, and great Oh, ho 
things haſt thou laid up ſor man. I admire thy lov Jeſu: 
ſtoop i in the viſit thou madeſt man, in the incarnation ek of c 
thy S087 Son, and in thy viſit in the golpel. proclamationWrced t 


— — — — —— —— — - — — 
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2 ad offer of pardon through him! but let me till plead 


o give 
oniſl. r another viſit in the effuſion of thy Holy Spirit: this 
1 


poor her vitit thou knoweſt is neceſſary to make the former 
Gul o rectual to my lalvation. May then thy Holy Spirit - 
at we hork faith in me, to fall in with thy glorious device for 
e redemption of man in all points, to accept of thy love 
ers, and reſt upon thy free promiſes of ſalvation through 
ſus Chriſt, and his moſt perfec righteouſneſs. Amen. 
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And that Rock was Chri/z. 


"OW uſeful was that Rock in the wilderneſs to the 


ſecond Iſraclites ſojourning there, aſter it was ſmitten 
nature Moſes his rod: When they were ready to periſh in 
It 58ſt dry deſert, the Rock ſent forth ſtreams of water to 
ch Gohem in great abundance ; ſtreams that followed them up 
ured and down hill, in all their turnings and windings, 
fty oußßzrehes and countermarches through that weary land. 
thing, Wat Rock was to them a lively type of Chriſt, who 


Ing ſmitten by the rod of the law's curſes, whoſe mini- 
r Moſes was, ſends forth plentiful fupplies to his Do 4 


aid out] 
ures t0 


o ive while travelling in the wilderneſs of this world. 
nal liſe here are two principle ſtreams of bleſſings which he 
ath laidgÞds forth, moſt uſeful to us, to wit, a ſtream of blood 
ath no our juſtification, and a ſtream of the ſpirit for our 


ctificat ion. I he channel or conduit-pipes, for convey- 
tbeſe ſtreams to us, are the ordinances and promiſes 


the goſpel ;* and through theſe pipes, theſe bleſſed 


man t 
F heaven 


hou baßßgams run freely to all true believers, from the Rock 
ſtill de hriſt, which was broached for them. — 
nd greif Ph. how coſtly was our redemption to our dear kinſ- 
thy lou Jeſus Chriſt; dear did our ſouls coſt him! The 
ation ek of our ſalvation was cleaved aſſunder, rent and 
amationWrced to the very heart, to let out the waters ot life 


| tude and madneſs; I believe, Lord, help my unbelie 


the rod of juſtice, and behold the bloody ſpear pie 
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to us; by which only we can be preſerved from ete! 4 

death, and obtain eternal life. How collly and Preciq; 
are the ſtreams of Chriſt's blood and ſpirit, his mer 
and grace, which flow from the ſmitten Rock, and ſolid 
-us through the wildernets 1n the free offers of the | 


16ftning, toul- .cicanſing, healing and jruCtiiying {tre can 
Welcome then ſhould we make theſe flreams 0 0 
ſouls in this dry and thirſty land, 


vert from tempeſts and ſtorms: So Chriſt our rock icred 


this Rock of our ſalvation. O let me never go to {al 


ners. O ſhall God in his tender mercy provide ſuc 
wonderful remedy, ſet the Rock a broach for me, 


Bod, I 
an the 
itten 
e and 
ur out 
s of m 
bd mar 
dunded 
gat te 
Let m 
d com. 
the re 
Roch 
dan, fy 
eadful 
elling 
n! St 
eating 
Freate: 
n of G, 
the cr 
d wor 
m bel 
aith 1 
ſts of 
the | 
ugh I 
Rock 
0 that 
ſmit. 
hriſt 
8 his e 
than 
riſt, ſi 


pel! They are life- giving ſtreams, fire-quenching, [car 


Likes iſe the EA 
was to the Ifraelites- a ſhadow from the heat, and a 


us from the ſcorching heat of vindictive juſtice, al 
from the waves and billows of God's wrath. Hos 

ce ſſary and uſeful is the Rock Chriſt to the ſouls of 
len men! Oh, let me never, Jeſhurun-like, lightly eſtee 


Rocks, or falſe ſtreams, for ſhelter or ſupply in firai 
when the true Rock is ſo near, and the ſaving ſtrea 

n cloſe by my door; yea, follow me daily in the ch: 
nel of the word and ee Streams appointed 
Heaven to anſwer all the caſes and ailments of loſt { 


cauſe. its ſtreams to follow me, and ſhall I be ſo fool 
as turn my back upon them, and refuſe to apply 
make uſe of them? O ſave me from ſuch curfed ingr: 


O how much ſhould: my heart be affeQed at thy hi 
table, when J ſee the Rook of my ſalvation {mitten! 


into his heart? O Rock of ages, what made thee to r. 
and cleave fo! O brightneſs of thy Father's glory v 
Has disfigured thee ſo? O'river of life, clear as cry 
who. hath: troubled thee ſo? Oh, it was my ſins, | 


pride, my paſſion, my unbelief, my worldlincfs, my hal 
neſs, impeniterice, &. Phe were the cauſe of my | 


Ing, r 
decmer*s ſullerings. be iniquities of ſinſul men u. ing 
laid upon him. When he was picrced, It was 1 Iires 


8 have been ſmitten. - When he groaned and uhr hon 
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od, I ſhould have howled and roared in hell. Harder 
an the Rock is my heart, if I can ſee my dear Saviour 
itten and pierced, and not mourn. O can 1 ſee his 
e and heart ſtreaming out blood, and mine cyes not 
ur out tears! Can 1 behold the Rock ſmitten for the 
s of men, and not adore the holineſs and juſtice of 
dd manifeſted therein? Can I ſee my innocent Saviour 
punded and flain for my fins, and my ſoul not hate 

em; yea, ſhall I not be filled with horror and tremb- 
Ada gat temptations to ſin. ' . Fe | fd 
k 1crT et me, at my Saviour's call, approach to his table, 
E d come near to the Rock of my ſalvation, and hearken 
Ho" ill the raging billows of infinite wrath, daſhing againſt 
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10 1 
the Ka 


95 oH Rock for my ſins, and even making the Rock to 
"7 by pan, ſweat and tremble under the preſſure. - O what a 
> to fal 


zadful hurricane of wrath did he endure, to keep the 


in {iral elling ocean of divine wrath from overflowing guilty 


8 rea n! Surely my glorious EmmanuePs groaning and 
the cl cating blood under the ſtrokes of God's vengeance, is 
77 ; Freater evidence of the implacable wrath and indigna- 
J O0 1 


n of God againſt fin, than if he had hurled all the rocks 
de ſue the creation into the midſt of the ſea ; yea, or a thou- 
mes d worlds of men and angels into hell. O that, while 
To fon beholding this ſight, I may tremble at ſin, come 
apply aith under the ſhadow of this Rock, and run into the 
d 1181s of it for laſety. Here J would be out of the reach 
unbelie the law's curſes, and threatnings df wrath; and 
thy hagh I hear the roarings and daſhings of the ſea upon 
mit ten WS Rock, yet a drop of it could not touch me. 4 
-ar pie that I could imitate Moſes, when T am at the table 
ce to mite the Rock by the rod of faith, that the ſtreams 
lory hriſt's blood and ſpirit may flow out to me. What 
as CTY "BS his error will be my wiſdom, to ſmite the Rock oſt- 
7 fans, than once, to put ſorth many acts of faith on Jeſus 
my hal riſt, ſuch as the diſcerning, aſſenting, approving, de- 
of my Ing, receiving, cloſing, embracing, truſting, pleading, 
| men "lying, and appropriating acts of true faith. May I, 
was I lireal of old, Duet. xxxii. 13. be helped by faith to 
and 1k honey out of the Rock, and oil out of the flinty 


ean | ſuck by faith, unleſs God make me do it; for il 


; 
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Rock: Honey and oil, ſweetneſs and fatneſs, quicknin | 
and comfort, How ſhall I come at this honey and oil g 


Only by ſucking. And how ſhall I fuck, but by i 
mouth of faith? There is no fucking without it. Neithlif 


* of the Rock.” It is God that muſt give me both 


ey ſha 


mouth and ſtrength to ſuck, ſaith in the habit, and ſail H. 
in exereiſe. It is only the blowings of the north al. * 
ſouth winds on the garden, that make the ſpices to fi "<P<" 
out. Awake, O north wind come thou ſouth, blow uv” fi 
my garden;“ bring faith to life, that I may ſuck hong d for 
from Chriſt in the facrament.. Chriſt's breaſts are nere. 
fall! O let not faith be wanting, ſor if it be wanting fait 
gan ſuek nothing: Hleſſed be God, Feſus Chriſt, my rnm 
dee mer, is the author of faith. Lord, increaſe my fait made 
that I may ſuck honey from the Rock. 2. But w look 
honey may I cxpe&: from it? Anſw. The honey o! p Prid. 
don offi. O how-ſweet is this honey! The honey Medien 
peace any; reconeiliation with God the honey of a l e, 
bidding righteoufneſs; the honey of acceſs to, and co n 
munion with God; — the honey of enlargement of bea ſhe 
and looſing of bands &e. O let me ever ſuck from i ©2 lo 
Rock, , the: Rock that anſwers all my needs, and rich red v 
ſupplies all my wants. Let me alſo, under all my ſtral vill no 
ſapport myſeiſ with the Pſalmits cordial, Pfal. xviii. eros 
. The Eond hveth; and bleſſed: Pe my Rock.“ W. 5 Luk 
ſhould: believers in Chriſt droop in any condition, car le 
look like dead-men, while their Lord-liveth, and ti by 
Rock ſtandeth? Bleſſed be God, my Rock is a living that 
laſting Rock, my hopes may die, my comforts may 0 lin, | 
my frames may die, my gifts, my wealth, and- my 10 When 
tions, theſe may all die; but: I rejoice in the news, . rſon 
my Lerd will not dic, nor my Rock fall. - He once Nestor, 
for me, but he is riſen again; good news! Now hi Prin 
alive, and will die no more. weed led to 
F e of At prin 
0 , * « 1 what 
ry rid ea g ace, tl 
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icknit 4 ; | 
by aff > PMEDITATION VU. 
Neithlf From Zch. zii. 10. | 
for it „ : | 
ney olfihey /Þall look mpon me whom they have pierced and mourn, 
both LS SY ee 
nd a His promiſe hath a reſped, not only to the Jews 
_—_ when converted; but to all ſinners when brought 
« to 1 repentanee. We have all pierced Chriſt, in as much 
80 upd [our {ins were the caule of his death; “ He was wound- 


2” 


d for our tranſgre{fions? Now, a believing fight of 


ek hone. e ye 
terced Saviour, is the beit ſpring of ſorrow for ſin ; 


are Nd 
anting is faith's look to a crucified Chritt, that well ſet us a 
„my UPorning aſter a godly fort, O that this promite may 
my fai made good to me at this time, that I may be helped 
But wh look belicvingly upon Chrilt as pierced for my fins, 
y ol p 1 pride, my paſſion, my unbelief, my carnality, my diſ- 
honey edience, my impenitence, my fins of the heart, of the 
of a la ue, and of the life, that I may confeſs and bewail 
and col, mourn and weep over them before the Lord, Oh! 
oſcheaen ſhall Fmourn and weep if not now, when I am cal» 
from i to look upon my dear Lord and ſurety at his table, 
ric red with blood for my red and ſearlet- coloured ſins 
my ſtral vill not now ſtand afar off, and look to my Saviour on 
ili. eroſs, as theſe women who followed him from Gali— 
„ W Luke xxiii. 49. No, T will come cloſe to him, take + 
dition, Near look, and a narrow view of his wounds and piere- 
and t by my ſins, that I mav ſee how wide and deep they 
living Fo my eye may affect my heart with godly ſorrow 
& may 6 is, $9 F 1 F 
d my Wb Took on him, I'll confider the dignity of the 
ws. rſon pierced by and for me; he is the Almighty 


Feator, the glorious Emmanicl, the Plant of renown, 
Pririce of the Kings of tlie earth, that is pierced and 
led to a croſs, Jeremiah laments in the captivity, 
Ft princes were hanged up by the hands, Lam. v. 12. 

t what were the Princes of Iſrael to the Prince of 
zee, the King'of Glory, whom ] ſce hanging nailed, 


> once ( 
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24 SACRAMENTAL 


through the hands on the croſs, and his blood pour :Ged 
out like water on the earth! O it is royal blood, th8 F e 
blood of God, that I ſee running down to latisfy | jul uning 
for my ſins; and will not ſuch a ſight cauſe me to mou al bl 
for them? Can 1 look on my lovely Redeemer, {(triflWWn of 
naked, mounted up, and fixed with nails to a tormemif pod, a 
croſs? Can I ſee his head pierced with thorns, his ba od is 
Pierced with ſcour gings, hishands and feet peirced will g upe 
big nails, his fide pierced with a ſpear, and his heaf e, an 
peirced with ſorrows for my fins and my heart not mou veep 
for them? Vet all the piercings and wounds of his crim 
cred body were but imall, to the piercings and ago ch ſh: 
of his ſoul, when he drank the cup of his Father's wrath fo; 
for me, which made inm cry out © My ſoul is exceedinff ek, th 
6 Creowfal even untg death; my God, my God, ek tr: 
ei hait thou forſaken me ??? Can I behold this loving |: Wrt rei 
ſas, ſtanding in my room, bearing the wrath of a Die eyes 
for me, and my heart not bleed! Can I ſee him, wh bitte 
the ſword of juſtice was drawn to {mite me, opening i pare 
breaſt to receive the ſtroke into his heart, and my healWroias 
not melt within me? Lord, grant me ſuch a ſight by fait was 
of a wounded blecding Saviour, as to make me a meltu Is, th 
and mourning onen, I no 
, How can I leave this ſubject until my heart be mon! c: 
affeted? Had I been perſonally at Mourit Calvary, a not 
with my bodily eyes had ſeen my dear Redeemer 11. weep 
and nailed to the tree! Had I ſeen him liſted. up betwerfſthem 1 
heaven and earth, that the nations might behold hid! Al 
with his arms ſtretched out to embrace ſinners! Had Chri 
beheld his dying looks, and heard his dying groans ! Hi tric 
I ſeen his precious blood for many hours run from grown 
wounded hands and feet: to the earth! Couid I ha rom r 
. ſtood by with dry eyes, or an unconcerned heart, eſpi ec 
cially when I had thought he was ſuffering all this ofgved n 
of love to me, for my ins) and in my room !— WH fad i 
then ſhould net I be as much concerned, when I co mar 
to his table to celebrate the memorial of that fearful tr d fi 
gedy, and look upon the outward-ſigns which repreſen! f 
the fame ! Lord, give me faith's eye to behold the thiremme 
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2 
"= 


pourenified thereby, even the bleeding, and dying of the 
od, i rious Emmanuel.— And what kind of blood is it I fee 
/ juſt{Wnning down ! It is innocent blood! precious blood! 
mou al blood! heart blood! Nay, the blood of the eternal 
r, {trif1 of God, one drop thereof is worth an ocean of our 
mentiWod, and is of infinite value: and yet behold all this 
his baWod is ſhed for ſuch worms as I am! O can I think. 
ed wii g upon this ſubject, and not find my heart pained with 


e, and be ready with Joſeph, to ſeek a ſecret place 
weep in? Had an ordinary man been executed for 


is hea 
t mou 


F his (AF crime, it would hare affected me all my days: how 
. agon ch {ſhould it touch me to ſee the Son of God put to 
s wrath for me! The ſun fainted, the heavens mourned in 


xccedin 
od, wi 
ing 8 
a Dicll 
m, whe 
ening | 
my hea 
; by fait! , 


a melt 


ck, the earth quaked, and the rocks rent, when this 
ck tragedy was atled: how much more ſhould my 
rt reud and mourn at the repreſentation of it before 
eyes! Surely my mourning ſhould be great, deep, 
bitter mourning, as in the text, like the mourning 
parent for the death of an only fon; or like the 
rning of Hadadrimon in the valley of Megiddo ! © 
it was the death of King J-ſiah to the death of King 
is, the eternal Son of God! O my dear flain Lamb, 
I not mourn and weep over thee! 

Ph! can I ſee his blood run-down in ſtreams, and my 
not pour out ſome drops! Did Chriſt ſweat blood, 


be mof 
vary, A 


er rack veep blood for my fins, and ſhall not I weep tears 
> betwetbem? Shall I not give drops of-water for ſtreams of 
aold hind ' Alas! am I more ſparing of my tears for Chriſt, 
51 Had Chriſt was of his blood for me! How faſt did the 


d trickle doxn Chriſt's checks in the day he wore 
ron of thorns for me? But how ſlowly do the tears 


ans! Ha 
from hi 


nid I ha om my eyes when I commemorate his dying love? 
art, eſpi I ſhed tears in plenty for a dead child! and have 1 
1 this oigved none for a flain Saviour? Vea ſlain by my fins! 
1!— Wi {ad is it to ſee fo many weepirg eyes at a funeral 
en I coe many dry eyes at a communion table? Alas this 
-arful trihad figu of few looking by- faith to him we have 
repreſe ed! few ſenſible of the evil of their fins, that were 
jammers which drove in the nails into his body. O 


the thing 


N 0 — = 
A ear =o ene Ree e rote : - . 2 
— = - - 2, * 2 ” 
* 4 * — - 


Dr 


2 


* 


l 
Err 
” — — a = 


26.  SACRAMENTAL 


for a realizing act of faith, repreſenting all that the 4 erly 
Lamb of God ſuffered, in the greateſt certainty and eleat ride, 
eſt evidence, that it is no deviſed fable. O for an _ bi 26 
ing and appropriating act of faith, to bring all home d 3 mad 
myſelf, and jay, He loved me, and gave himſelf for me! okt 

What a hard heart is this I have beyond others amoi 
Can I ſee others weeping and mourning over a {lain 899 eady 
viour, that fit at the {ame table, eat the ſame bread, an 4 ne 
drink the ſame cup with me, and cannot I get one Lear, chin 


Is God come with his bottle waiting for my tears! DHn the 


others Pour into it plentifully and have I not one tcand re 
to drop into God's bottle? Lord, what means the har nd r. 
neſs of my. heart and the dryneſs of my eyes, at i: ext f 
fight of my Saviour's bleed! ing and dying for my us Ch: 
When ſhould I mourn and weep, if not now! Was the a on 
ever ſuch an oceaſion ſor tears! Oh! doth God 1 y, an 
to reſerve weeping for me in hell, where tears ſhall nc he da 
be dryed up! this is whut I deſerve, if I be hard- heart mc 
ed and dry- eyed now. But, Lord, pity my hardnefs, a heir 
give me ſuch a lock as thou ren Peter, that may cauf pon 

me weep, and weep bitterly, at the remembrance of hemſ. 


ſins which piereed thee. bo" foes 
| 7 imſel 

. Wor his 

5 | 5 | lange 

ME PIT A TION VIII. Ele, be 

From Luk X11, 61.62. _ | 

| and fr 
"IN Lord looked 1 bun Peter i nd Peter went 01:7 8? bel: 
| _ Wepe bitter i 7 A paſſion 


| The 

ORD, fince my looks to thee are ſo Night, ſo aid of 
vering and inconiſtant, that they make little ade! 

no impreſſion upon my hard- heart, do thou veuchſaic im as 
look upon me with pity and with power: ſor thy 10 caſt 
are efficnaeious and melt down the hardeſt heart, 0 not 
me ſuch a look as thou gaveſt Peter, „hen he den to d 
thee, and begun to curſe and. ET A laok that i thee 


bring me to myſelf, and ctuſe me weep, and weep i* the 


F 
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nat tlef 2 erly at the remembrance of my ſins, my unbelief, my 
d clear 3 my paſhon my diſobedience, which pierced thee, 
app! i y deareſt Lord and. Saviour. Look thou upon me, 
10mc u and be merciful unto me,” Pſalm cxix. 132. Chriſt's 
Pr me! ; dok to backfliding Peter was merciful, and full of com. 
others Hamon; his bowels yearned for his poor diſciple, when 
lain > 247 to fall into the devil's arms by total and final 
ead, wn ack-flidins, and prevents him ſpeedily. He would not 
de tc t him lic long i in that diſmal ſtate he fell into, as, it were 
rs! 0 n the very brink of hell, but preſently. plucks him back, 
one nd recovers him. In like manner, Lord, look on me, 
1c hard recover me ſpeedily when I fall into ſin, leſt my 
at ext ſtep be in bell. | 8 5 
ny uns Chriſt's look to Peter was a preventing look: he lack: 
as tl : on Peter before Peter looked to his Saviour for mer— 
d 111i Sy, and before he looked on Ifimſelf, or upon his fin, and 
al ne he danger he was expoſed to by it. Glory to my Re- 
d- hearheemer that watches over his people, fees and minds 
dels, ar heir danger, when they themſelves are little thinking 
ay cauß pon it: he is more careful of them than they are of 
ce of Ehemſelves. How marvellous was Chriſt's love that could 
de ſo concerned about Peter at ſuch a time, when he 
Wimſclf was amidſt his bloody enemies, and vpon trial 
Wor his life? Even then, as it were, he forgets his own 
langer and takes notice of the danger of his ſervant 
Fic, being © the great Shepherd of the Sheep.“ ventures 
all to reſeue one of his flock out of the mouth of the lion, 
and ſrom the paws of the bear. O who would not deſire 
+ ot s belong to the flock of ſuch a falchſul, loving and come 
paſſionate Shepherd! 
The look Chriſt gave Peter was à convineing look: it 
it, ſo aid open his ſin to him with all its aggravattons, which 
little ade it very bitter to him. It ſpoke ſuch language to 
uchfaſe Him as this; „O Peter, w hat haſt thou done? Haſt thou 
thy 100 caſt off thy Saviour? And haſt thou ſaid, thou knoweſt 
t. O not me, who knew thee ſrom the womb, and am going 
he deni to die for-thee! Doſt thou not know me that called 
that © thee from thy nets, that impowered thee to preach 
weep RFF The goſpel, and work miracles: that kept thee from 
C2 - = 
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my baſe ingratitude, in diſowning and piercing my deu 


— 
x 


« {inking in the waters? Am I not he thou ſaweſt ſhi 5 
« ing on Mount Tabor? Even he thou ſaidſt thou woull 7 wg 
rather die than deny?” O for ſuch a convincing lol * 

jrom Chriſt that would pierce and melt my heart, an 8 85 | 
make me weep bitterly, both now and at his table, © bl 5 


Redeemer. 9 ther 


Chriſt's look to Peter was a powerful and overcominf 4 * - 
look : : 1t conquered his will, loofed him from the wor 5 11 
and ſin, and made him yield preſently to Chriſt: he way by 
not able to hold ont a moment longer, but, hke Joſepil e 
ſeeks a ſecret place to weep in. O how powerful is Wl. RY 
Jook from Chriſt! It is ſuffieient to bow the moſt awl [- me 
born will, and melt the hardeſt heart ; it can turn n t Fat 
rock into ſtanding water,” and © the flint into a founs 4 3 
« tain of water,” Pfalm exiv. 8. How powerful was ti Ny E 15 
look he gave to poor Jeruſalem, when lying in then by 5 
blood; a look that cauſed them to live, Ezek. xvi. 6 J 

How powerful was the look he gave to Zaccheus on th . Sy 
Sy comore tree, Luke xix. 5. O for ſuch a look as wolff ny 
bring me preſently down, in like manner, ſrom the Sycol a 

more of my ſelf-conceit and ſelf-righteouſneſs, and fron 4 WS 
my beſt beloved ſins and idols, and cauſe me reccivi up 

Chriſt joyfully into my heart, and go with chearſulneſſf | 8 
to his table, and receive the Seal of his Covenant, h E 5 
ing, © my Lord, and my God!” Bo: 

Chriſt's look to Peter was a peculiar and aifinguilh 's wy 
ing look: the power and grace of God went alongſt witif Ss. K 
it to change Peter's heart, and bring him to his righ 8. 
mind. Chriſt looked on many thouſands that were nevei 0 
the better of it. He looked on Judas after he betray 4 45 
him, and when he preſumed to kiſs him, and reprovel nd: p 
his too for his baſe treachery : But neither that look noi 875 
reproof melted his heart. As the beams of the ſam ; 1 0 ? 
very ſun hardens clay and ſoftens frozen earth; ſo q Oh 
look ſrom the ſame Jeſus, „the Sun of Rightcouſnek] a 
left Judas hard andi 1mpenitent, whilſt it ſoft ved Peter \ b 
heart. The one went on in his villainy, whilt the ot, * 
relented, and melted into tears. Why ? he looked buf 14 N 
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in the face of Judas, but he looked on the heart of Pe- 
er. He loo upon the one wich a frowning g Judicial 
bok, but lookcd upon the other with a recovering and 


th 4 ring look. Curit's loos to Peter was ecompanied 
ic, ich the inward influences of his We on his h kent 


ee ſuch a gracious look to my frozen heart, and ſolten 
rcoming | T would faln bring my hard heart and lay it before 
- worll his bleſſed Sun, and wait until he draw by the cloud, 
he wal ob through and ihine upon it. Lord I tremble to go 
Joſep So thy table with this hard heart, leſt thou ſhiouldit look 
ful is i. me with anger, as thou didit upon tacle, Mark ili. 5. 
a = wor ACCOUNT ot tie h: Lednels of their hearts. Lor d, [ 
ere to be grieved for my heart-hardneſs, and to look 
a four o thee whom! have pierced by it. SHAVE ſack a look to 
was the Wy heart as thou gave.to Peter's, melt it down my peni- 
in cheiff Wential tears, and cauſe me to go all. ls and weep bittet ly. 
xvi. 9 Chriſt's lodk cauled "va to be member al DL think ; upon 
IS ON UN ME rit's words to him. It is in and by his word chat he 
* wou yorks upon ſinners hearts. O if the Soi e would bring 
he Syco Wc word to my mind, ſer it powerfully home upon my 
nd fro Noa conſcience, and ſo give the hap "py turn to my ſous 
Ge ord, help me to lay up thy words, and ponder them 
arſulne . my heart: and O bring them always teaſong bly to 
ant, BY y view, that when I fall I may not ly long und ier fin, 
or continue in a ſtate of backlliding ſrom thee. May L 
ave ſuch a look from thee, as Mall look all * idols 
ut of countenance, and look my Were 15 art into 
right frame for covenanting and communica work: 


Ringuil 
not with 
his right a 


4 
I 18 


5 veil 

= Nc # \ look that ſhall put new liſe ; in all my dro ,opir ing graces, 
het Ind kindle ſuch a flame of love to Chriſt in My Cart, 

i aof indignation againſt fin, as all the de cils in hell 

100 3 


all never "be able to quenen, A loch that ſhall make 


_ 4% e veep, while I live, for piereing hriſt the Lamb. 

t : 4 Oh, thall others hed tears in plenty for fin. and m 
on'ne'” es remain dry? Shall others get their hearts broken, 
d Peter 


the ot 
zoked bu 


ſy were it for thee to melt my heart, and moiſten m 


2 


. 


— — bas -< 


FP A . x3 are 


| 3 dtherways it had been ine effectual. Oh, if he would vouch- 


nd mine continue hard! Lord, thy grace is tree : O how 


es: One touch .of thy hand, nay one look of thy coun- 


— 
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tenance, one caſt of thine exe, is ſufficient to do it. 


turn unto me, and give me one merciful look: for tl to h 
ordinance will be lifeleſs, and loſt unto me, if thou loo wor 
not on me. How can I go to thy table to behold Jefus hl Sa 
my 4urety, all red with blood for my red and ſcarleif Jawa 
coloured fins, while my heart doth not mourn, nor his 
eyes run Conn! Svrely the fireams of my Savionr's ble her 
delerve to be lamented with tears of blood, and ſhall 1 liever 


not do it, at leaſt with tears of water: Was he wound 


in 
ſot my tranigreſſions, and ſhall not my heart bleed, aud 1 n, ac. 
eyes Weep lor his wounds given him by my fins? her 
' ly Ely an 
NS LICE Fa bis 
5 | | 2 h, Þa 
MEDITATION IX. bo he 
a nee di 
From Marr. EV. 27. ke 

And w_ ſaid, Truth, Lord, yet the dogs eat of 4 5 
crumbs We S Com 
Nee he: 
HIS woman was a Canaanite, and lived among he loul 
thbens, yet ſhe had greater knowledge and ſailllfc let 1 

of the Mefliah than the moſt of the Jews. Her faith hy yet 
mility, patience, andvreſolution, amidft the greateſt lip. Ar 
couragements, are here recorded for a pattern and ciWwer ( 
 eouragement to deſponding believers in all ages. MF; whe 
This woman was ſo ſenſible of her miſery, that ion, 
addreſſes Chriſt with great earnelineſs for help: She dotiWhe ho! 
not ſpeak calmly or coldly to Chriſt, but ſhe cried ur Gen 
him, and followed him with her cries, ver. 22, 23. S offer 
ly if ] were duly affected with my ſpiritual wants arinan-n 
miſeries, I would ſpeak to God in no other langue ſe, v. 
than that of cries and tears. O what cauſe have 1 10 VP, and 
wail my coldneſs and indifferency in prayer, and the lier to 
tle ſenſe I have of my dangers and neceflitics,, which nt. 
. beyond expreflion ?_, 3. She 
This woman, notwithſtanding her great earneſinc, eve 
and ſtrong faith, mei with very great trials and d:{cop'n at 
ragements in her addreſſes to Chriſt. riſt ra 


© | MEDITATIONS. 31 
i. Her firſt trial is Chriſt's ſilenee to her, when ery- 
for to him for mercy, ver. 23. He antwered her not 
ou jo word.” Strange! not a word from & meck and mer- 
| ea 1 | Saviour, that never put a poor ſinner, ſeeking mer- 
0 away from him before; but ſtill invited all to come 
him for it. 1 hat is a ſore tentation, Lam. iii. 8. 
hen 1 cry and thout, he ſhutteth out my prayer.“ 
i heel I lievers are apt to think that God ſhuts out their pra- 
r ounce s in wrath, when it is not ſo, Chritt heard this wo— 
ed, aun, accepted her, was pleaſed w ith her, and ſtrengthen- 
? her to hold on in prayer, though he did not immedi- 

h J Ely anſwer her. He entertained her with filence to 
£ Ew her on to be more importunate, and to try her 
h, patience and perieverance, and thereby to teach 
co be followers of theſe who through faith and pa- 
ice do now inherit the promiſes. Chriſt keeps the 
& or bolted for a time, that we may knock the harder, 
+ of 8 atth. vii. 7. Aſk, ſeek, knock The choicelt mer- 

| s come to us after the greateſt wreſtlings. Likewiſe 
Nee here, that there is love in Chriſt's heart to wreſt- 
ong heilig fouls, even when frowns appear in his looks ; where- 
md ſai let me take encouragement from him, though he ſlay 
faith bf ms, FS to truſt in him. 
ateſt diE. Another ſore trial the woman met with, was the 
and i wer Chriſt gave his diſciples when intercedipg for 
7 hereby he ſeems to exclude her out of his com- 
that ſion, ver. 24. I am not ſent but to the loſt ſheep of 
She dothe houſe of Iſrael.“ The Jews were called ſheep, but 
ried uit Gentiles dogs. The Jews were indeed to have the 
3. Su offer of Chriſt's grace and purchaſe. Thoug| 1 the 
ants anWmnan might, have taken Chriſt's words as a plain re- 
language, yet the ſtudies to put the beſt ſenſe on them ſhe 
e 1 10 bh and continues her importunity. Which teacheth us 
1d the lier to leave the Throne of Grace for any Soonrage- 
which nt. 
B- She gets a N yet more ſnarp than the two ſor- 
arneſinc_WE, even after ſhe had come cloſe up to him, and fallen 
1d diſco" at his feet, ſaying, © Lord, help me.” Then it is 
riſt ranks her among the dogs, theſc that were with- 
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out the covenaut, protane and unclean. Now, one nl 


— — 


where he gives much grace to try grace much, 


ble; this woman was fo. O how humbly did ſhe 
with Chriſt! She threw herſelf on the ground, 10 
at his feet, and from the duſt, cried for | help; he cla 


bumbly takes with the charge ; © "Truth, Lord,” 


ſhe cannot bear being excluded from his mercy « 
grace; ſhe would have ſome token of it, though ne! 


after it, and I will go away ſatisfied. Surely the m 


mes 
think ſhe is cut 011 Dy That word, and will infiit no ing 4 Prou, 
after it. Nay, the takes hold of that word of repro 4thb 
and pleads upon it in The text,“ ruth, Lord, 1 an ad gr: 
dog,“ vile add unworthy ;. yet let me humbly aik iſe tl 
dogs room and privitege even to creep bencath the cle of 
drens table, and gather jome Crubs of merey. O ee t 
much is e here for our inſtrucion and imitatu be a. 

Lit, What caule have We, VO Lord, to biels ty Sol 4 fore 
nets, that we Gentiles, of dogs arc vow become chi i: 1dre! 
and allowed to come to chy able! And, at the g sthly 
time to ſear thy juſtice, ſince the Jews, of children, ery ti 
now become dogs, and ſhut out as unclean! it they on ar 
cut off who crucihed thee in thiy low ellate, what n ng, 2 
we expect, if by our ſins, we erucify thce in thy g ſhoul. 
Let us not be high minded but fear. a val 

2dly, Cbriſt puts the ſtrongeſt faith of his people uf uctior 


the ſarpeit trials: He thinks fit, for his own #1onf fce a 
Wi, and 
Iragit 
man's 
argu 
. 
nily, 


2dly : T heſe who are eminent in faith are Won i 


ed nothing, only begged for mercy. And when Ch 


 Tpurned War from his feet, calling her a dog, {the do tabl, 
not murmur nor complain of his harih 55 1 * off 
not 


briſt 
I 


doſt not wiſcal me, nor call me ſo bad as = al 
«I am a dog,” a moſt vile and unworthy crea! 


and have no right to the childrens bread, and muſt ſt: turn 
if thou haſt not mercy upon me. She can bear « dthly, 
thing, the worſt frown or chaſtiſement from Chriſt, o 22g 

rciſe 


ointt 
Treat 
he H 
DUr P! 


he be 


ſo ſmall: She elaims not a Benjamin's meal, nor a chil 
portion, only let her have a dog's crumb. "Log, 16 
patiently the ſtripe from thee; give me but a cru} 


humble any {mm is at the throne of Grace, 
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mes {till the better ſpeed; for the Lord reſiſts the 


INC mig 
« "8 


no ui proud, but gives grace to the humble.“ 

rEProd athly, God's uſual method of deſpenſing his mercy 
d, 1 ad grace to ſinners, is firſt to caſt them down before he 
y alk t iſc them up; he firit humbles and lays them low in a 
i tic cloſe of their unworthineſs and vileneſs, before he ad- 


nee them to his favour. We muii firſt ſee eurſclves 


be as dogs, leſs than the leait of all God's mercies,?? 


LINILAaUd ; 


thy zu ore we arc fit to be dignified with the privileges of 
cla ildren. „ * 5 | | 
the i thly, When unbelict draws diſmal concluſions from 


Wcry thing, and tempts us to quit our grips and hopes, 


Gren, 

they = on any dark diſpenſation, and to ſay with that wicked 
what ung, 2 Kings vi. 33. This evil is of the Lord: Why 
hy io ſhould I wait for the Lord any longer ?” Be hold, faith 


Ia valiant and importunate grace, it puts the beſt con- 
uctions upon all Chriſt's actions; it is ſharp ſighted, 


>0ple up 

70 5 fee and take hold of all advantages to ſtrengthen ir- 
* % and finds encouragement even in that which 1s diſ- 
moſt hu Praging. That which ſeemed to cut off this believing 
| ſhe pl man's hope, ſhe improves it as a ground of hope, and 
d, lay argument in prayer, “ Truth, Lord, yet the dogs 
ſhe cla at,” Kc. q. d. Even the worthleſs dogs belong to the 
hen Ci, and though they may not feaſt with children at 
ſhe u table. they may creep under it and gather crumbs, 
TIage, I le off. falings that would be {wept to the door, this 
ord,” th | not wrong the children. Let me ſtand in relation 
as I at hriſt, though in the meaneſt ſtation, even that of bis 
; ercar | I will be thankful for it or for any thing, if he do 
muſt 01:8 turn me out of the houſe. 

bear chly, When our diſcouragements are greateſt, we 
"hriſt, o uld learn from this woman, never to give over the 
mercy 1 reiſe of faith and prayer; but to look on all our diſ- 
oueh ni ointments in the ſuceſs of praver, as excitements 
or a chi reat earneſtneſs in prayer. Faith will nor fet limits 
ord, I ti he Holy One; though ſpeedy anſwers be not given 
it a cru ur prayer, it becomes us to wart God's time, who 
ly the mt he beſt judge of the fitteſt ſeaſon. © Ne that believeth 


Grace, 


* + 
—— 
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ce will not make haſte; Why! he knows his extrem ff 1 ir dy! 
is God's fit ee V it 
7th ly, A reſolute adhering to Chriſt by faith on rt dy in, 


e, to 
him? 
ht ha! 


trials, is moſt plea ſing and acceptable to him; - as whk 1 
we perſevere in the ule of means w hen ſucceſs is {mz 1 
when we depend upon his promiſe, and look to his pov 


when under the darkett diſpenſations we watch over oi ur 1 
hearts and ſteps, that they do not decline from his wa rie 
as theſe in Plal. xliv. 17. 18. And glory to him eur aft 
gives us ſuch encouragement for this reſolute adhere | love 
to him, as the mercifulneſs of his nature, and his (a uld he 
tulneſs, which aſſure us, there is more good-will in ted tc 
heart, than is viſible in his dealings; and that his il heart 
vidence will never givghtis word the lie. He gives e when 
ſtrength to his people to adhere to him, when he ſeę take 
moſt oppoſite to them, as he did to this woman. bort! 
loves to bring about his people's merctes by means 9 brok! 
probable and contrary, to glorify his wiſdom. lei es 
lights to bring light out of darknels. on. 
8thly, Great will the reward at laſt be of the for 
liever's faith, humility and perſeverance | in prayer e 8. 
faith Chriſt at length, v. 28. O woman, great | upon, 
& faith; be it unto thee even as thou wilt, - is gle 
8 Sa us ſufl 
3 3 herefo 

3 3 | all (1 

ME D1-TA-T1LOQ N--X. actor: 

5 ; | publ. 
From 1 CoR. ii. 24. worl; 

** | Lam 

This do in Remembrance of me. reed þ 

MY ſoul, here is a ſolemn ordinance inſtiti hh 

() for Keeping up the remembrance of a cru triur 
Jeſus; and behold it was appointed by himſelt whe! fe 
was juſt agoing to do more for us than all the angel 2 Al. | 
heaven could have done, even to make atonement Fs 
our fins by his death and ſufferings; - and he twice bo ; 
Peats his dy1 ing charge to us v. 24. and 2.87 cc This ory E 


575 


« this do ye.” Men uſe to regard the commani 


, 
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ir dying friends, ne pe -rform their wills religiouſly j 
WW fall voc!“ v1th pleatare obey the will and command 
- on dying Reveemer, when the thing is to caty and agrce- 
e, to eat and drink at his Table in reme mbrance. of 
bim? If 1 forget -thee, O friend of ſinners, let my 
hr hand forget its cunning, CC 
ur loving Kedecmer well knew the treackery of our 
1oxics, the worldlineſs of our hear (S, a. nd inconitancy 
him teur affections, that we would be ready to let his death 
aber dove ſlip out of our thoughts, and therefore he 
His (ail uld have the ſigus of his {uiferings freq”. ant ly Pre- 
in in eed to our eyes. Alas! for the curſed ing atit ade of 
bis pf heart, that is ſo apt to forget him that remembered 
ves ee when there was none to pity me; but glory: to him 
he [cel it takes ſuch pains to cure my fergetluineis, by ſets 
An, | g forth Chriſt crucified fox idently before 1 my eyes in 
ore broken bread and poured out wine in the Sacrament. 
ne! [lock upon this ordinance as a vilible repreſentation 
| WW commemoration of "AV Saviour's death and ſuffer- 
of the for his people, which he will have continued till he 
raycr Ne again to judgraent. It is like 4 marble pillar ſet 
-cat i; Mopon his grave, with an infcripion beart: g account 
: 18 glorious ateheivements and mizh ty deeds, his glo- 
„ lufſerings „conflicts and victories for his people. 
nerciore, as ost as he calls mY, I will go thither, wy 
all the honour and reſpe& Le an upon my kind be- 
actor: I will remember his love, proclaim his worth 
publiſh his praiſe, I will hereby own myſelf W Be 
world to be one of his diſciples, and a follower of 
Lamb. I will declare my abhorrence of ſin that 
rced him, and my gratitude to the Lamb for'the at- 
e infiitn png once he offered up for me upon the croſs. I 
en triumph in this as the only ground of my hope. I 
elf whet put the crown on his head, and caſt all my crowns. 
n at his feet, and cry, Worthy is the Lamb that 
onement Jain, and has redeemed me from my fins by his 
he twice ood ; worthy is he to receive all Honour, Power, 
4 This lory and Dominion, for ever and ever.“ 


| - 

' 
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MEDITATIONS 37 
ter l will remember how the glorious Heir of all things 
mencnuded.: himſelf of his riches,and glory, how he lef bis 
to i Whrone of Majeſly to lodge in a virgin's womb; yea, to 
ains oi. born Wong beaſts, and crac led in a manger, for fach 
my fir 4 worm as me! I will remember how he was "artacked 
grin y the devil, contradicted by ſinners, and reproached 
r g0 yy the world for my ſake !—] will remember how for- 
J, as! I whul his ſoul was in the garden, when the bitter cup 
refuſel A as put in his hand; and how he ſwate, how he prayed, 
d, that 4 ow he fell to the ground, till he was quite overvhelm- 
r ches with wrath, and gvered with his own blood ſor my 
„ids mere! I will. remember how he was ſold for a {mall price, 
eat an : d baſely betrayed by Judas; how he was taken by 
verſityWhe ſoldiers, tied as a maleſator with cords, denied by 
ne thaſ 3 ter, forſaken by all his diſcipl:s, and left alone amon 
eh tho is cruel and inſulting enemies. I will remember how 
ar Saut : e was blindfolded, mocked, ſpit upon, bufſeted ond af 
ives Honted by tans a whole night, and patiently ſuffered 
ory ao | for- -my ſake I will re nember how his lovely coun- 
or thee nance was disfizured with blows, and the plucking the 
e cup f Wir of his checks aud how the fweeteſt face ever the 
k a cn fav, was all beſmeared with blood and ſpitting for 
elt, and y ſake, —I will remember how he that clothes the 
Dies of the field was himſelf ſtript naked, bound to a 
h, love lar and eruelly ſcourged, till the pavement of Pilate's 
ing loveggagment-hall was all bedewed with his precious blood. 
him, le r win remember how the crown of thorns was plaited 
ng High 1 th the ſikrp points turned inward, pat upon his head. 
ne thro d driven into his temples with a reed, till they pierced 
zving TW cull in many places, ani a new ſhower of blood run 
oundin wn his bleſſed neck. Iwill remember how the heavy 
ced an ols-tree was laid upon his ſcourged and bleeding 
iled anpulders, and he made to carry it thr 2Uu7\ the ſtreets 


be the Jeraſalem, forth of the Kates, and up Mount Cal- 
DO ry, to the place of execution, until his ſtrength was 
at wou Ent, and he foundere-l under the burden.—I will re— 


mber how the crofs tree was laid down and my Savi- 
r ſtript naked and fretched out upon it as a rack; 
low he was faſtenzd to it with four big iron nails 


D 


band , and 
18 Table. 
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through his hands and feet, and tlie erofs lifted up Hat t 


let fall into a deep hole digged for the foot of it, to th I » 7 
violent rending avd widening of his ſacred wounds, b 7 
| is 


which he hang, until all his Loud ſtreamed forth at thei 4 
and he expired amidſt the moſt exquiſite tortures. | 

I will remember alſo the ſufferings: of his ſoul at thi 1 
time, when the Lord ran upon him as a giant, and madf 4 
his ſoul the butt of his envenomed arrows, the poilu 
whereof drank up this ſpirits, until his ſtrength wa 4 


_ 


s my 
ink e 
is me 


dried up like a potſherd.—1 2a. remember how his ſal 1 * ak 
was troubled and nonpluſſed at the diſtant proſpect q ny 
this cup; and how fore amazed he was ſoon after wiel 4 FOR 
it was put Into his hand. I will remember how the tal 3 
ing of it caſt him into a bloody ſweat and agony, wie 4 54 15 
dy ed his garments red, and bedewed the ground when 3 
he lay. Iwill remember how he was broken with breach CR 
upon breach, till all the ſea billows of divine vengean 1 : 
went over him, and the Lion of the tribe of Judah wal file of 
made to roar under the ſtrokes and bruiſes of the flan 25 
ing ſword, Pſal. xx ii. 1.—1 will remember the dreadi a 
hidings of God's tace he lay under, until he was mad "= 
to ery, (My God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken me. hel; 
—I will remember the incxorableneſs of divine juſtice 5 Y 
that would not ſpare him one ſtripe, bate him one ſal 3 
thing of the debt, nor one drop of the eup; ſo that Tue ar 
drank till he Key It is finiſhed,” and gave up an l 
ghoſt. Glory t. to him for his leve in finiſhing the wor + the? 
e | erey 1. 
ud y free 
MEDITATION IX. * _ 
From PHIL1P. i. 23. hich I 
5 Bo ercies 
For tee bet depict cum Wie 
S the Apoſile was in a ſtrait whether to chooſe « 2 
FL: die or to live, ſo I am in a ſtrait whether to 4 th 
to the Lord's Table or to ſtay back. Now, thou call thas 1 
me, Lord, to celebrate the memorials of thy death, yt bd. 


to feaſt with thee at thy holy Table, and I know " 


4 
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nat to chooſe ; I am in a ſtrait betwixt two. My heart 
bo unholy, and my unworthineſs ſo great, I tremble 
280 forward to featt with a God ſo holy, and whoſe pu- 
ois infinite; and yet my wants are ſo many, and my 
Ec ceflitics ſo great, that my caſe is hopeleſs if I ftay 
ack : Lord I can go to none elſe in all the world to ſup- 
Ty ny needs, but to thyſelf alone. - But oh, when I 
„um of going forward, my guilt ſtops my worth, and 

Ils me with blaſhing. Lord, if the holy angels, theſe 
re and unſpotted ſeraphims, who burn in zeal for- thy 


weg rvice, muſt even cover their faces before thee ; how 

Pe bel all venture into thy preſence, I whoſe zeal is I lan- 
Weh 

17 nm iſhing,. whoſe love is ſo cold, whoſe mind is ſo carth- 

te Lanny 


a and prayers ſo dull? Shall I approach ſo near a holy 
od in ſuch a caſe? But what then ſhall I do? Shall I. 
in with thete worldlings who-were bidden to the feaſt 
the great King, refuſe, and make my. excuſe? Then 
fear the King will be angry, declare me unworthy to 
ſte of his ſupper, yea, fwear in his y rath that I ſhall. 
ver enter into his reſt 

Lord, I abhor myſelf for my unworthineſs and vile- 
ſs, my guilt and pollution ; ; but where ſhall I go to 
t help and remedy for it, but unto thee alone? Haſt. 
pou not bidden me come, though my fins be red as 
imſon? Have not many ſuch come to thee, and found 
lief and help? Surely, O Lord, thy goodneſs is greater 
an my finfulneſs, and thy merey ſurpaſſeth my miſery; 3 
r though- my fins reach even to the clouds, yet thy 
erey is above the heavens, O merciful Father, extend 
y free; boundleſs mercy, to a miſerable, helpleſs fin- 
r: Surely miſery is the proper object of mercy. Holy 
od, if thou help me not for the ſake of my miſeries 
hich I have deſerved, yet help me for the ſake. of thy 
ercies which thou haſt promiſed in Chriſt thy dear 
Dn. Wherefore F plead ſor Chriſt's ſake, that thou 
a hear the cry of my miſeries, and not the ery of my 


„„ which 
d whe! - 
1 breaci 
>ngecanl 
dah wall 
the fla 
dreadi 
vas mal 
ken me} 
e ;uſiol 
one la 
0 that i 
ve up u 
he wor 


ee O doth not his precious blood cry louder for par- 

n ung call n, than my ſins for puniſhment * ? Lord, hear the cry 

death * that blood, and let it not be as water fpilt npon the 
U 


ound, For the ſake of that prevalent blood, pity, par- 


know 0 
| D 2. 
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don, and accept a poor unworthy creature, that deſire 


to obey thy call, and prepare his heart, to ſeek the hold 
though ie be not «lcanſed according to the purificatiu ery 
of che faruary, 33 5 = thy 
© Lord, though I may be aſhamed to come to thee aiſter 
my needs are ſo preſſing and pinching that I cannot ſal heal 
away. * To whom {hall I go but unto thee, for tho Lore 
+ haſt the words of eternal life?” The whole creatiolfi ad 10 
cannot ſupply my wants. Thou only art my ſun, fron nee 
whole beams I muſt receive ſaving light: Thou art mM” thy 
head from whom I muſt get ſpiritual life: Thou art tl a7 
ati 


root, from which I muſt receive ſap and growth: Thai 
EPS the fountain, from which I muſt draw living water 
Thou art the treaſure, from which I muſt obtain 


on 
ners, 


riches of grace. So that without thee I am nothing, 4 io 
have nothing, J can do nothing.—To thee then mull wha th 
go for all my ſupplies, and out of thy ſulneſs recciv Sk 
grace for grace. Lord, thou haſt enough co ſupply mail pmulia 
worlds of needy ſouls ; for the ſun is not ſo ſull of light: thing 
nor the ſea ſo full of water, as thou art full of grace a 
mercy to needy creatures: And as thou art full, to 2 ard to 
am aſſured thou art free, and willing to communicate t engt! 
ſulneſs.— In ſpite then of all objections and difficulticy t tha 
for ward to thee I will go, and caſt myſelf down at th, . be 
ſeet; © Tf I periſh, I periſh.” Oh! did ever any perilif 8 
at merey's doorF -r. 2 | wy 
Lord, I have heard of thy mercy to the very chicil Jed 
| finners, and cannot this mercy reach the like 01 ml pt In 
_ Surely the viler ſinner I am, thou haſt the ſairer oppo Freale 
tunity to ſhew the riches of thy mercy, the freeneſs 8 m 
thy love, and the efficacy of thy blood ; and if ] be aff cent 
lowed to ſhare therein, the ſweeter and louder will ti rie, $ 
eternal halelujahs be, that will be ſung to the Lamb g 182 1 
God on my aceount. O that he would gloriſy his merci 2" 
his love, and blood, in my relief. O where ſhall a pe 7 —— 
heavy laden ſinner go but to him that can free tim! 'Sht. 
bis burden? Where ſhall J go with a multitude of ue fo 
and miſeries, but to thee who haſt a multitude of tent | faith 
; mercies? Where ſhall I go with my deep and heinous guil LK 
| Ng m 


but to thee who haſt a deep fountain to waſh it awi) ngs. ( 
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3 thold ons depth calleth to another, the depth of my 
. {Wiſcry to the depth of thy mercy! My wound is great, 

I t thy balm is excellent! My fore 1s broad but thy 
aiſter is anſwerable! O Lord © be merciful unto me, 
heal my foul, for 1 have ſinned againſt thee.” 


wh 10 Lord, is not the Goſpel-feaſt l am invited to a feaſt of 
reale arity, to which the calleſt not the rich, but the poor, 
5 _ aimed, halt, and blind, who cannot make any return 

er thy bounty? And may not ſuch a miſerable obje& 


1am take enconragement from ſuch a free extenſive 
aiitation Luke xiv. 21.— My blcit Redeemer, while he 
on carth, did not diſdain to eat with Publieans and 

ners, nor to dine with Simon a leper. And though 
is now cxaltcd in the higheſt heavens, yet he ill re- 
ins the bowels of a man, and all the pity and charity 


periching ſinners, he had while here in this ſtate of 
ay ni amillation. Wherefore, ſenſible of my unworthineſs, 


thing myſelf for my vileneſs, and truſting to my Sa- 
our's compaſſion to the miſerable, I deſire to go for- 
ard to his holy Table; O'that he would direct and 
engthen me to go about ſuch a weighty work! Let 
t that ordinance, which God hath inflituted for a bleſ- 
g be made a curſe to me through my unworthy par- 
King. Lord, rebuke all unſeaſonable thoughts and wane - 
rings that would mar the duty; excite: and aQuate in 

every proper grace aud enable me to manage ſo, 
pt I may not diſhonour, but gloriſy thee; I may not 
creaſe my guilt, but augment my grace; I may not 
ing more hardneſs, but ſoftneſs into my heart. Lord, 
Icend thou into my heart by the influences of thy 
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vl e chat I may aicend up to thee by the actings of 
Mlamb ec; and when the King ſits at his Table, let my , 
nis mere kenard ſend forth the ſmell thereof. Lord J look to 


c for ſtrength, conduct and through · bearing, in every 


of 2 5h LE 
wm ay light. T truſt not in my preparations, but in thy free 
ade of e. for acceptance; I truſt not in my faith, but in 
- of tend faithfulneſs, who haſt promiſed to give power to the 


t; I truſt not in my repentance, but in thy free par- 
ing merey ; I truſt not in my doings, but in Chriſt's 
gs. O take away my filthy garments, and clothe me- 
2 | D. 3. | 


mous gu l 
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& Awa 5 O Sh ak Ar jt 0 3 * ul 11 
% upon my garden, that the ſpices may flow out. If thy 
« preſence go not with me, carry me not up hence.” 
The Lord made a br each upon the Ifraelites, for no 
Tecking him after the due order, 1 Chron. xv. 13 — H 1 
ſmote 50,050 of the Bethihemites for an parent lol 
into the Ark, which typified Chriſt ; and what auff 
then have Ito fear a ſtroke, ſhould 1 raſhly touch Wo ; 
i mbols of his body and blood? Secing this crdinanc 
is intended for doing honour to the King of Zion, a 
ſave me ſrom doing indignity to him, by betraying hinſ 
irs a kiſs, er by throwing his pidture, or great ira 
nto a puddle, May I-fo prepare for thus featt, that 1 
bleſſec maſter of it may ſee Lam watchful of his cl 
tender of his honour, and fearful of his anger. Lord 
awake my heart, ſtir up my graces, and prepare me {oli 


a meeting with my Saviour; and let net my foul, vw be (el, — 

only hope is to be ſaved by Chriſt's blood, be ſent aw:\iÞrd of 

from his Table with the ke, inſtead. of ION: benefit, dy he 

that blood upon Its; U mite 

pair, 

——— — { Open 

| 8 CIO luted, 

MEDITATION XII.. lalvat 

; CE | from 

From PHILIP, Iv. 19 Iva 

But my. God Sali Jupply all your need, according to. 8 8 

riches in glory, by Chriſt Jeſus a 50 

0 

N Father. ont of thy rich bounty thou wih med 

pleaſed once,to lay up a great flock for me Mifdy.— 

my progenitors hepos, but they very ſoon ſquander the ne 

it all away, ſo that I am beccme extremely poor Mas th 

needy, Oh! what can I do in this indigent condition, R to 

come back to thee for pity and new ſupplies : For cl he he 

bleſſed be thy name, for the reviving news thou itant 
publiſbed, in the go:pel ; that thu haſt now laid vj 


open 


MEDITATIONS: W 


Is EB Nock for bankrupt finners in the hands of a rt ty 
u mad at cannot fail; and haſt erected a throne of grace for 
e onen eas 1 am to come to in time of need, where Chriit 
1, blos my lurety ſits, as commulioned by thee, with glo- 


dus riches to ſupply my wants. — Many are the nceds 


.1t wil 
ich thou: thinks fit to leave upon me, that I might 


for na e the more errands unto this throne, and that thou 
3, HW ycft the oftner hear my voice. O pour out upon me.. 
-nt loo ſpirit of grace and ſupplication, and cauſe me to de- 
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uch ut 1 
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his cl 
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zht' in approaching to 5 and en out my wants 
ore thee. | 

Behold, Lord, a needy erat an object of pity, ap- 
oxching to a liberal Saviour, whole fulneſs is inhnite ! 
how ſuitable is it to my wants which are great and 
umerable! I am ſtarving and have no bread; I am 
ed and have no cloaching; I am wounded and have 
cure; 1 am in debt and have no money; I am pollu— 
8 and have no ſountain ; 1 am burdened and have no 
I have deſtroyed. myſelf and can find no help in 
Gt bar yet there is help for me elſwhere: I have 
ard of the mercy-of the King of Iſrael, and of the re- 
dy he hath provided for thoſe who are helpleſs, loſt 
| miſerable. Wherefore, though 1 be poor, I will not 
pair, for thou art the Lord of the whole world, and 
t opened thy treaſures to the needy: Though | be 
luted, 1 will not deſpond, for thou haſt the fountain 
ſalvation : Though I be naked, I will not with Adam 
from thee and hide myſelf; nay I will ran to thee 
cover me with the wool and fleece of the Lamb of 
d, even the ſpotleſs righteouſneſs and innoecnce of 
Saviour: Though I be hungry and ſtarving, IL will 
e encouragement from the glad tidingsthou haſt pro- 


ding to 


thou ned in the goſpel of a rich ſeaſt for the poor and. 
for me. Lord, I come to 'thee as the hungry to be fed, 
(quander the naked-to be cloathed, as the wounded to be heat- 
poor as the cold ſtar ving creatur?. to the fire, as the uns. 
dition, Nn to be waſhed in the fountain: that is opened not 
— For he houſe of David only, but even to the pooreſt in- 
thou Pitant in Jeruſatem. Glory to God, that it is fo lee 


V laid uf es to the poor and necd j). 


— — - . 
1 
— — _y 


hear them, and open rivers in the. wilderneſs, af 


haft ſaid, pity.s poor, needy, periſhing creature, and il 


that I were made willing to quit all confidence in! 
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Lord, T come not to thy Table becauſe I am val 
thy : but becauſe thou art rich in mercy, and doſt pri 


miſe that the needy ſhall not be forgotten and the ei 3 
<« pectation of the poor ſhall not periith.;. And that wh i] 
the poor and nevdy ſeck water, and there is none, aff 


their tongue faiteth for thirſt, thou the Lord vil 


rig 
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& fountains in midſt of the valites.” O come.do as tho 


my narrow veſſel out of the ocean of thy mercy, whe 
it will not be miſſed. Come to the ſeaſt of thine on ] 
appointment, and diſplay thy ſulneſs and liberality. Cl 
open the doors of thy treaſures, and allow me acceſs if 


Chriſt's unſearchable riches. — Thy word, Lord, doi Ss 
aſſure me, hat in all ages thou haſt beitowed ri} * 
riches upon the poor and needy, without money, an 7 1 
without price. Apd this doth warrant me to plead wii 2 
thee to come to thy houſe, where many needy beggal | yy | 
are gathered, and icatter thy bounty among them, ar 55 
admit me to gather with them.— 0 let not fuch a miſeſ Y 26; 
able object go from thy door without an alms, withol 6 0 
a crumb of the childrens bread, ſecing there is brei Ke 15 
enough in thy houſe, and. to ſpare. O let none retu Chr: 
aſhamed from the fountain who come expecting wate berlel 
Thou haſt promiſed to pour water upon the thirſty, al and 
floods upon the dry ground. Oh, is there any more dr Chi: 
more poor, more needy thanT am! Lord make mc Wl. I fe 
thirſty as Jam dry, as humble as I am poor, and as ſe e $a 
ſible as J am needy. Alas, that I have ſo little ſenſe Wh... lee 
my wants! Oh, deal not with me according to my (cl. 5 17 
of need, which is ſmall, but deal with me according 16 ; 
my real need, and thy royal bounty, which is excecdll 10 & ' 
reats : „„ 1 Fs. Fath 
O that I were poor and needy in my own eyes, . 158 
truly ſenſible of my on wants; that F am drowned Pt 
debt to the law and juſtice of God, owe many thouſary un 17 
and have not one farthing to pay; that T am deftige, ag „ 
of every thing that is good, can do nothing to plc ly EY 


God, and am unworthy of the leaſt of his mercics. Rier int 


, 
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1 wy 6 righteouſneſs, duties, frames or Wen and 


oft puff content to go entirely out of myſelf to Chriſt, for 

the lf teouſneſs to juſtiſy me, and for his ſpirit and grace 
1 x cnew and ſanctiſy my nature. 

t vin ord, I am poor, but I fee God has treaſured up un- 


one, an 
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chable rickes, and infinite ſulneſs in Je ſus Chriſt to 
wer all my needs I am naked, but I fee in Chriſt 
obe of rightcouſneſs, that is ſollcient to cover me, 
| a whole elect world I am a ſtarving creature, but 
Chriſt there is the bread of life, and the waters of 
for my ſoul ;—I am fooliſh and ignorant, but Chriſt 
ih infinite wiſdem to teach me end guide me I am 
den v.ith guilt, but Chriſt's ſacrifice is ſufficient to ator.e 
it; I have ſtrong luſt's ard ccrruptions, but Chriſt 

d uch h a kindly power to ſubdue them ;—I am ur der 
ed tuen Gerkneſs, but Chriſt is „the light of the world?“ 
ne, em under fears and diſcouragements, but Chriſt is 
lead vine conſolation of Iiracl ; I am wounded and fick, but 


i riſt, my phyſician, bath excellent balm for me ;—I 

em, ico 2% Por a burden of debt, but Chriſt, my ſurety, is 
ien h, and fully able to pay it; I am in priſon, and un- 
ö 


bonds, but Criſt opens priſon doors, and looſes 


is bret m that are bound ;—I am fatherleſs by Adam's fall, 


bs hs: Chriſt is tlie  everlaſiing Father, « in whom the fa 
6 1 herleſs find mercy ;''—1 have many encmies to pur- 
5 * and accuſe me, as law, juſtice, Satan, and eonſeierce; 
more di 


Chriſt my advocate can anſwer them all ;—There- 
c k flce to him for refvge, IT clofe with him in all his 
e, and put my whole corfidence in him. 
8 gits great ercouragement to my poor needy ſoul, 
t I have a Savicur ſo full of goodneſs and pity to 
Wk to, a mighty agent in Heaven to plead my cauſe, 
to preſent my bills, petitions and ſupplications, to 
W | ather. I put all my requeſts and concerns in his 
d, and commit them to his care and management; 
Anon the fitteſt time to preſent them, and to ſend 
an anſwer. In the ſacrament I ſwear allegiance to 
e as my Sovereign Lord and King, over thy broken 
Ly and ſhed blood; I engage to be a true and ſaithſul 
lier in thy army and to take the field againſt thy ene. 
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requiſite and neceſſary for the work and warſarc th 


begun, how ſhall I make an end? It hath a breadth : 
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mies. Many pieces of furniture do I need for this wil 
fare ;. I need the girdle of ſincerity, the ſhield of fail 1 
the helmet of hope, the {word of the fpirit, the bref 
plate of righteouſneſs, and to have my feet ſhod vill 
the preparation of the goſpel of peace. But glory toil 
name, my Redeemer and captain of ſalvation hath vill 
vided a noble armory. and ſtorehouſe to anſwer all th} 
my neceſſities and wants. Lord, fupply all my needs q 
of thy infinite fulneſs, and farnih me with every thirf 
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calleſt me unto, Oh, my enemies are lively, and th 
are ſtrong; Bat J Jook to my glorious captain, to g 
me with Renee” for the battle, and to teach my han 

to Ware . 


he 
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MEDITATION XIII. 


From ErRxs. iti, 19. 5 


411 to ko the Love of Cunr ST, which paſſeth Enowlelj 


HERE ſhall I begin my thoughts upon this fi 
je& of the love of Chriſt to men? And v 


length, a depth and height that paſſeth knowledge. 
the Apoſtle aul, that had the brighteſt diſcoveries 
this love, owned this, much more may I. I may ſoon 


find out the height of Heaven, the breadth of the eat tha 
or the depth of the ſea than meaſure Chriſt's love. 5 2 
is an unſathomable ocean that hath neither back n % hn 
bottom. O whither did his love carry him! From Wy 
height of glory to the depth of miſery. How low! 17 F 
deep was our fall, that nothing could recover and ra 1 
us up, but the low . abaſement of the Son of God, th. 
King of Glory? How low was the ſtep he made to bl 85 
us up; even to put on our nature, and ſuffer himſe li . 3 
be pierecd for our tranſgreſſions, and bruiſed for Wh Ta 
iniquities! Bleſſed Lord, thou tookeſt not on thee iſ 1 50 


nature of angels, but. the ſced. of Abraham: theſe the ſe 


MEDITATIONS. 47 


a bound up from thee with chains of darkneſs, whilſt 
e bref u-draweſt us to thee with the cords of love! How diſ- 
od wil 1 puiſhing was thy love to man, that brought thee, from 
ry tou en to earth, from the throne to the manger, from 
ath pf manger to the wilderneſs, from the wilderneſs, to the 


den, from the garden to the judgment- hall, from the 


all the 


deeds ment hall to the crols, from the croſs to the grave; 
ry chi from the glory of Heaven to the very torments of 


are 11,88), and all for creatures that were black and ugly as 
and tie! How wonderſul is the fight thou calleſt me to ſee 
„ to be Lord's Table! Even to ſee him ſuffering for ſin 
my hai t never committed fin! to ſee him © made fin for us, 


ho knew no ſin, that we,” who knew no righteouſ- 
s, might be made the righteouſneſs of God in him!“ 
amazing fight indeed“ 5 
Lord, what is man that thou art mindful of bim!“ 
hat is he that thou ſhouldſt magnify and ſet thy 
rt on him! And what am I, the worſt of men, and 
Wit of ſinners, that thou ſhouldſt ſtoop ſo low to exalt 
! That thou ſhouldſt endure the poverty of this 
Id, that I might enjoy the riches of Heaven! Be con- 


RY 


Eno oled 


1 this ut te live in the form of a ſervant, that I might have 
And will adoption of ſons! Be willing to bow thyſelf unto 
eadth oi to raiſe me to eternal life ! Content to be num- 
vledge. ed among tranſgreſſors, that I might have a room 
overies ng the bleſſed! To be crowned with thorns, that J 
nay boot be crowned with glory! Jo be condemned before 
Fe ein that I might be juſtified before God! to drink the 


er cup of wrath, that I might drink the pure river 
ie? To cry out in ſorrow upon the crols, that I 
ht triumph with joy upon the throne! To ſtand be- 
the mouth of hell furnace, to keep its flames from 


's love. 
* back N 
From 
ow low ! 


r und 13 aking out on me! O Lord Jeſus, thy love hath over. 
F God, a” all banks, and thy compaſſion knew no bounds ! 
ade to hi L think on it, and my heart not burn? Can I ſpeak 
r himſcl'l” and not be overcome, ſo as to feck, with Joſeph, a 


et place to weep in? | 
love that paſſeth knowledge! How ſhall I think of 
nd not ſtand amazed! That the General ſhould dic 
the ſoldier, the phyſician for the patient! That the 


ſed for 0 
on thee ! 
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righteous judge of Heaven ſhould come to, the bar, 1 
Himſelf in the malefaQors eloathes, and be condenif 
for him! That the bleſſed Son of God ſhould inter 
his ianocent breaſt to receive the mortal ſtroke for; [ 
That God all-ſufficient ſhould be expoſed to hunger 
thirſt, to grief and wearineſs, and the vileſt reproadf 
and indignitics, for worms like us! Behold the Crea 
of the world wounded, mangled and killed, by unzriilf 
ful creatures whom he came to ſave! behold his bon 
yearning toward them who raked in them with t 
bloody hands! Behold his heart burning with a7:4f 
toward them that cruelly pierced i it! Surely a belien 
view of this love of Chriſt is ſuf: cient to molify a h: - 
more cold and frozen than ice itſelf! O love unfath 
able! Who ean meaſure its dimenſions ! Tt hath a bei 
without a top, a depth without a bottom, a bres 
without a fide, a length without end? Aſloniſhing lo 
that my exalted Lord ſhould ſtoop ſo low as to deen 
a man, nay, a poor man, a man of ſorrows, a deter 
man, a dying man, and alſo a dead man, for ſuc! 
wretch as me! Nay, more, that he ſhould ſloop to 
made a curle, and underly a dreadful load of wrath ul 
his innocent ſoul, infinitel; more heavy than wha: 
laid upon any damned foul in hell! 
'O what a ſea of wrath did my loving Jeſus ſ 
through, to ſave me from periſhing! Behold how t 
raging ſea wrought, and was tempeſtaous, roarcd 
terribly, and threatened to ſwallow me up with the 
of the ele& world; till once my Redeemer ſtept in, 
undertook to be the ſacrifice for calming the ſea! I 
me up, (ſaid he, like Jonah) and throw me into the! 
and ye hall be all ſafe. In this red-ſea our bleſſed jor 
was content to ſwim for thirty-three years, wich 
ſeeking deliverance, till once the ſea was perſectly ca 
and 7 ele ſoul out of danger. Marvellous lovi 
kindneſs! Oh that I could, with a ſuitable frame 
heart, both remember and admire redeeming love, 
redeeming blood, when I go to fit down at my Rede: 
er's 1 able. O that I may there get faith's ſight of! 
various inſtances of his love, that paſſeth knowle! 
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bar, me there view Chriſt in the womb, and in the man- 
ndem : in his weary ſteps, and hungry bowels; in his pro- 
intern tions in the garden, and elotted drops of bloody 
e for at. Let me view his head witli a crown of thorns - 


his face beſmeared with the ſoldier's ſpit. Let me 
him in his march to Calvary, and his elevations 
n a painſul crofs, with his head bowed down, and his 
ſtreaming blood! O unparalleled love | It had been 


Ungzerq 
eproad 


e Crea 


7 un2N 

8 Wdcrful love to have ſent one of the lofty Seraphims 
vith WM uffer for us; but to give him whom all the Seraphims 
af e and adore, is love that paſſeth knowledge!“ Let 
beließ view the ſeripture deſignations and titles of “ him 
fy a heat loved us, and gave himſelf for us,“ that he might 
unfath us in his blood. TOS VVV 

h a bei le is our © Emmanuel, the Wonderful, the Counſel. 


dr, the mighty God, the everlaſting Father, the 
rince-of peace, the King of kings, and Lord of lords, 
e Prince of the kings of the earth, the Lord of 
Wory, the Roſe of Sharon, the Plant of rerown, the 


a bre 
hing lot 
to beeo 


a deſen 


for ue ightneſs of his Father's glory, the expreſs image of 
ſtoop to; perſon, the bright and morning ſtar, the ſun of 
wrath uf hteoufneſs, the light of the world, the head of the 


zurch, the beginning and firſt-born ſrom the dead, 


n wh 1 
e appointed heir of all things.” This is“ he that 


Jeſus ed us, and gave himſelf” to die for the redemption 
d how crew of rebels, grace-abuſing, and goſpel-ſlighting 
-oarcd rs! Oh, what am I that thou ſhouldſt ſpare, yea, 
ith the m and feaſt me in ſuch a manner! Long ago might- 
ept in, Nou have ſhaken off the hand of thy providence ſuch 
ſea! er as I am into fire unquenchable; and there made 
nto the Ne know, to ſad experience, what it is to abuſe ſree 
leſſed jo by the loſs of eternal glory.— But, inſtead of that, 
rs, wi. haſt pitied me, loved me become my ſurety, to 
feQly calliple juſtice for my heinous ſins by thy blood, when 
lou loißz her ſacrifice would do. Lord, I welcome thy love- 
le frame 1 boy my hand on the head of tbe ſacrifice, and 
g love, pon it; © TI believe, Lord, help my unbelief,” O 


ny Rede may. henceforth live under the continual ſenſe of 
ſight 0 nite obligations to my glorious ſurety, that could 
Kknowlc: his ſoul an offering for my ſin.” O what return 
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[ SACRAMENTAL E 
_-— 9 
ſhall T give him for all his ſoul-travel and agonies 19 2 * p 
me! O that I could {p-nd my whole life, and each dM 4 
of it, in magnifying his love, and living to his praik A ble & 
Nov, © bleſſed be his glorious name for ever and ever; 1 5 
7 let the whole earth be filled with his glory.” Anal 54 
and Amen, a y 
3 to 1 
| W | gony 
e M EDITATlon m. opp 
From LuxE xxl. 45. God 
hen! 
And teins in an agony - his fiveat was as it were gr in 
arops of Blood— Fics a 
MY ſoul, this text affords the great ch ; #4 
() choughts, when thou goeſt to remember . del 4 if 
Saviour at his Table. Here i ſee him in 2 biyod P No 
agony! And firſt, let me obſerve the place Shave "8 3 
agony began, the garden of Gethſemane, which lay e pair 
the valley of Jehoſſiaphat, on the eaſt-ſide of Jer ulalcY Fg. 
at the foot of the Mount of Olives. Now, it was in ers: 
valley of Jehoſhaphat that God did j. ad with the ted 
tions in Chriſt their ſurety, Joel iii. 2. The word Gl M 
ſemane ſignifies a mill or preſs for olives, as being pl rough 
| bably the place where they preſſed the olives that o& WI 
on the Mount, and there ſqueeſed the oil out of thi auble 
In this place, it pleaſed the Father to bruiſe Chriſt Pre 5 
true olive, that ſo out olf his fulneſs the freſh oil of Meth | 
merit and grace might flow abundantly to ncedy 10. 5 
Never was there ſuch an olive preſſed there before, fi 2 Dy 
the firſt planting of that Mount! Never was there i f Lobfe 
precious oil ſeen as Jeſus's blood! O that 1 may par Pi: 
of the root and ſatneſs of that good olive whicn og as 
preſſed here, and of that oil, which will make my 91 . 
to grow and my face to Wine! . 
As it was iv a garden that man's fin and miſery! dublte 
began, ſo it was in a garden that our bleſſed ſarety agli: 
gan his laſt expiatory ſuſfcrings for liv, which e alt | der tl 


into a fearful agony. As the garden of Eden prod 
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. an's miſery, fo the garden of Gethſemane provided a 
nies la = ncdy. O that when I walk and retire myſelf in a gar- 
ach cn en, I may have grace to think ſeriouſly, and with ſuit- 
ble afſections upon the ſins of men, and the ſufferings 
my Saviour for them! and, at the ſame time, to ſend 
p my ejaculations to God, for an intereſt in his agony 
d atonement, and for the comfortable intimation there- 
to my foul, When my dear Redeemer was in his 
yony of ſoul, I read of his offering © up prayers and 
ſupplications to God, with ſtrong crying and tears,” 
eb. v. 7. and have I no prayers nor tears to oſſer up 
God at the remembrance of his agony ! eſpecially, 
hen 1 confider how much my fins contributed to throw 
m into it.—O how ſtrong and bitter were my ſurety's 
ies at this time, when God bruiſed his ſoul, and poured 
on a flood of his wrath upon him? He cried, till he 


ere gre 
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ſub jeg s ſpent with crying he grew hoarſe with it, and his 
thy de rost ſo dried, that he could ery no more, Pfal. Ixix. 
2 bloß Now was his ſoul in travel, and great cauſe had he 
ered r bis ſirong crying and tears! He was ſilent under all 


e pains of his body, and under his ſufferings from men; 
| that time he is dumb, as a ſheep before his ſhear= 
ers:“ But, behold, when fierce wrath from God a. 


erulalc 4 
vas in iN 


th 8 Mhted on his i6ul, he cries vehemently ; and he prayed 
ord Nea carncftly and importunately for ſapport and 
being 5 grough-bearing under this terrible ſtorm, O that, from 
that 55 y Savionr's example, I may learn, when under ſoul- 
4 oy Wouble and inward diſtreſs, to make my prayers to God 

1 


Pre carneſt and fervant, and to perſevere without 


1 oil oy inting; which I have great encouragement to do from 
cedy b- is, that, my Saviour's tervent prayers and tears have 
cſore, ae way for mine. ; 3 

chere l obferve alſo in this paſſage, that the agony of Chriſt's 
80 ; | increaſed ſo much, that it is produced a {weat of 


pod over his body; yea, great drops or clods of blood, 

Pich, by his violent agony, burſt through his very 

dthes, and watered the ground where he lay. O what 

ouble and anguiſh, pangs and ſorrows, deſertions and - 

ugglings, muſt his ſoul have endured at this time, 

der the burden of God's wrath for his people's ſins, 
we, . 


e my 8 


miſery 
d ſurety 
jeh caſt! 
en prodi 
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ul commotion and ferment! O what a prodigious ali 


of fince the world began! According to the courſe of! 4 


external heat, he bled without external wound. Til 


heart to boi), and burſt through both fleſh and garmeniy 


thorn or ſcourge had yet touched his ſacred body, ani 
yet he bleeds moſt plentifally! Oh, but the ſword' 
juſtice had reached him and made a deep wound and wid 


where he lay agonizing and crying, till all the yay 
and billows of divine vengeance went over him. 0 


at this time! What ſqueezing anguiſh had he about! 


bleeding wound! O how awfully ſhould I be affected wl 
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which put his ſacred body and blood into ſuch a drei uch . 
Hings 
one 1 
the in 
im, 1 
o gu 
ptiot 
t be 1 
Ingels 
Id m 
ethle 
s at 
and 

id Ct 
0 fool 
lere! 
God 
t tha: 
an i 
neile 
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by 
k for 
of ve 
er, a. 
but 
long 

drinl 
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dId hc 


preter-natural ſweat was this! Never was the like hcallif 


ture, Chriſt lying in the open air, in a cold night, up 4 
the co:d ground with the greatneſs of lis confternatin 

| 5 er 8 bi 
ſhould have drawn all his blood inward from the ext 
nal parts of his body: but Chriſt's ſweating and bleW 
ing was altogether preter-natural. He {ſweat withal 


fire of divine wrath, now kindled in his ſoul, was W 
very hot and raging, that it made the blood avout i 


He had received at this time, no wound nor exten 
vollence from any hand; no Judas, no ſoldier, no to 
mentor, had yet attacked him; no ſpear, no nail, 


gaſh in his foul; at which breach a ſea of wrath bra 
in which ſuch voilence, that it overwhelmed him ; ma 
him fall firſt on his knees, and then flat on the groun 


| 


what a dreadful preſſure was my Savionr's ſoul und 


heart, that made his body to ſtruggle, and ſweet in ſu 
a manner, ſo that every pore of his body became 


this tragical ſight! How thankfully ſhould I rememb 


my Redeemer's love, when he calls me to do it at 
holy Table! | 


In my Saviour's agony I may ſce as in a glaſs, "ii 1; 
malignant evil and curſed nature of ſim, that no Mer th 
could atone for it, than the ſoul travel and agony of Wh i, a 


dear Son of God! Can I ever make light of fin, wha 
view the great drops of bleod landing above his gf 
ments, while he lay groveling on the earth in the! 
guiſh of his ſoul ! Shall I not henceforth abhor fin, A 
and in awe of effending a juſt and holy God, ſeeing 


edem 
agon 
Nees 
in p 
ange 
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| uch a fearful thing to fall into his hands: © Tf ſuch 
ins were done in the green tree, what hall be 
4 one in the dry?“ Was the cup of wrath ſo terrible 
he innocent human nature of Chriſt, when preſented 
im, that he wrinked and cricd out! O what will it 
0 guilty ſinners? Here I may ſee how colily the re- 
de ext prion of ſouls is; ere this could be compaſſed, God 
nd ble de made man, eternity mutt ſuſfer death, the Lord 
; Withd of ngels muſt weep in a cradle, the Creator of the 
d. 1 "i muſt hang like a flave! He mait lie in a manger 


„ Was | it ethlehem, cry in an agony at Gethſemane, die on a 
about | at Calvary! Unſpotted righteoufneſs nyt be made 
Ya rm and unblemiſhed bleffedneis maſt be made a curſe! 

" Ex Cr] Chriſt value ſouls at fo high a rate, and ſhall men 
„ no NR fooliſh as throw them away toe a thing of nougat !.. 
Nall, 1 ere I may fee the great diff zulty of making peace 
ody, 2 God, when once his law 1s broken ; no lels could 

ſword t than the blood, and ſoul-agony of the ono God; 

| and wil an infinite ranſom maſt be paid ere God would 5 
at h bra netled to man. O how much am I bsholden to Chriſt 
im; mi undertook the reconciliation, that prevented my 
16 £100, by taking the cup out of my hand! O the cap he 
the " k for me was mingled with wrath and curſes, a cup 
um. VI 


of vengeance preſſed down, heaped up, ſhaken to- 
er, and n over: a cup, which if men or angels 
but taſted, t! ey had recied, ſtaggered, and fallen 
long into hell : Yet, ſaid Chriſt, ere any of my cle& 
drink ! it, J will do it for them; reach it hither to me 
r as it is — Oh how ready was Chriſt to engage for 
and how willing was he to perform! how ready, full 
ree was the fountain of his blood to waſh the defiled! 
Id how fr eely it iſſued forth before a wound was open- 


ſoul und 
> about | 
eet in {ul 
became 
fected v 
rememb 
o it at 


glaſs, ul his veins and pores poared it forth, without wait- 

that no Ws: the tormentors. Lord, make me as willing and 
gony of to apply it. Did Chriſt wreſtle i in an agony to obtain 
ſin, wh edemption of loſt ſinners ; and ſhall not I wreſile as: 

ove by > 2gony to get an intereſt in this redemption, and the 
h in the! 


nces tliereof cleared upto my ſoul! O for faith and ſer- 
in prayer, that I may wreſile without ceaſing for the 
ance of his love, that I may go with joy to his Table. 


5 » E 3 


hor ſin, N - 
od, ſee 
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| is ſai 
MEDITATION XV. lc i 
1 W red h 
| From Is A. lit. 7. Nacuſe 
lM not v 
| * opened not his mouth; be 15 3 as a Janb 10 WWE ady \ 
0 ene m! V 
. 8 n loſt a 
. T becomes me to read and conſider theſe words u 6. wh 
MW great attention, ſeeing they were the occaſ:on ey he 
1 the Ethiopian Kunuch's converſion ; for it was whilciſſuilt. ! 
ll read and thought on theſe words, that God _ Phi hen h 
1 to join him, AQs viii. 20. O that God would, in Hrn an 
mh manner, ſend his holy Spirit to > Join me while P am e mig 
WY ditating on them. Het 
1 1. I obſerve that Chriſt is the great Suteifuc progiyith a 
wi | ded by God, to make atonement for our ſins : He is ok, w 
N great Antitype and ſubſtance of all the lambs and bei he. 
Wl that were offered up in ſacrifice under the law, Meek I 
14 therefore he is often in the New Teſtament called ithou 
106 Lamb, the Lamb of God, and the Lamb flain. tiene 
| 1 | Spirit of God ſeems to have a peculiar delight in M reſe: 
14 ling upon this Type of the Lamb, more than in an te 
1 other of the Old Teſtament types; and ſhould not Hg to 
3.30 light in it too, and often with pleaſure make mentio mig 
| ill the Lamb, the worthy Lamb, that will be the obje b, he 
„ the praiſes of ſaints and angels through all eternity the 
Fu 2. Chriſt is repreſented by a Lamb to point out! flory 
. innocence of his perſon, the meckneſs of his nature, ow, i 
1 | uſefulneſs of. his benefits, and his patience under {vic me 
1 ings. How patient is the lamb under injuries? mpar 
1 filent both before the thearer and butcher ; it parts ould 
ies fleece in ſhearing time, and with its liſe in flaug art. 
6 1 time, without any noife or reſiſtance. Dogs and 3. E 
— 11 h bowl and cry when voilence is offered to them, but er th 
100 lamb is quite ſilent. So Chriſt the Lamb of God op are v 
| IM not his mouth, under the greateſt revilings, mockiWſÞrety 
| 10 buffetings, ſpittings, piereings, and the moſt cruel de mb 
| 0 N which he ſuffered from men, 1 Fel. 1 ii. ag: and billing 
10 
* KK” 
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is ſaid in nhe text, when he was led to the ſlaugther, 
4 he opened not his month's D He opened not his mouth 
Ness it was to bleſs, teach, or pray for thoſe who in- 
red him; yea, he not only did pray, but alſo pled an 
We culc for them, Father, forgive them, for they know 
| not what they do.” And after his reſurre&ion, how 
anb to ady was this meck Lamb to forgive all that wronged 
in! When giving orders to preach remiffion of fins to 
WT loſt world, he bids “begin at Jeruſalem,” Luke xxiv. 

ords wi. where they mocked and pierced him, beeauſe there 
ccaſion ey had greateſt need of his blood to waſh them from 
is while ſilt. How meckly did our bleſſed Lamb carry to Feter, 
ent Pi hen he denied him in his own hearing. He did not 
d, in ra and frown upon Peter, as he well deſerved, though 
Jam e might have frowned him into hell; it is ſaid only, 

He turned and looked on Peter,“ Luke xx. 61. not 
ith an angry look, but with an affectionate melting 
ok, which retbvered him to a penitent ſrame: Neither 
A he: afterwards upbraid him with his carriage. O 
eek Lamb of God! Can I remember thee at thy Table, 
ithout being filled with remorſe and grief for my im- 
atience under injuries, and the proneneſs of my heart 
d reſent them? Shall I not be athamed of my nnchriſ- 
an temper when I ſee my meek and loving Jeſus, wil- 


fice prof 
He is 
and bet 
law, 
called! 
ain. I 
ht in dv 


zan in! 


d not 1 Ng to be the ſport and deriſion of men and devils, that 
mentioc might be the author of ſalvation to periſhing ſouls ?. 
ze objed b, how aſtoniſhing is it to ſee the Creator affronted 
eternity the creature, the potter by his clay, the King of 
int out! ory by worms of the earth, and yet hold his peace! 
nature, os, is the Head ſo meek and patient, and ſhould not 


nder ſuſe members be ſo too? O how unſeemly is it to ſee a 


rics! Wnpany of fierce lions following a meek Lamb! O that 

t parts could learn more of him that is meek and lowly in 
in flaug art. 

s and 3. Here I ſee the A inſtance of divine love that 
em, but er the world ſaw. - Behold an offended God willing to 
God oe gare wretched criminals ; and take ſatis faction from a 
, mockWrety in their room; and he himſelf finds out the 
exucl (amb to be the ſacrifice, even his own eternal Son, who 


and lWillingly undertook to allums a hou? tor that end. How 


— ES es, ne aan 


the ſacrifice to juſtice: it is more valuable than a 


__ would fay nothing in his own defence; at which Pilat 0 


Frieſt to Pilate, from Pilate to Hep, from Herod bad 


aſtoniſhing are the Lamb's Wr Kaki x 1. 5, Saen Pilat 
ce fice and offering thou wouldſt not, but a body hi cd, 
thou prepared me:“ as if he had ſaid, Father, ing 0 ownee 
« all the legal ſacrifices are inſufficient to ſatisfy Mr co! 
« juſtice, atone {or ſin, and ranſom precious ſouls ; eve mite. 
6 ke the body thou haſt prepared for me, let that Hair,“ 
4 ek L 
other, being the tabernacle of my divine perſon; | | 5 Ickets 
« will bring glory to thy offended juſtice, and ſatisfy o wer 
&« to the full; I yield myſelf willing to be the Pr 11 one” O 
e of juſtice, aud go quietly as a lamb to the ſlaughter e wer 
nos dragged to it as an ox or bullock, but meekly a open 


6 pleaſantly like a lamb,” — When according to tiit 8 5. N 


agreement, juitice required the Lamb to- be facriſiced 1 75 . 
am 


O how patient and fitent was he under all the accuſation . 
earn 
at In 


laid againſt him, though he was wholly innocent; 
aclite 


(not knowing the canſe of his ſilence) marvelled great) 


having never ſeen the like before.' But our Lamb con) loc 
dered, that he ſtood not only at Pilate's bar, but alſo alff els tl 
the bar of God's juſtice. as our Surety, bearing o? La 
guilt ; and though man had nothing to lay to his charg #: O1 

U {avi 


yet he knew what. Divine Juftice had to charge upof 
him, and therefore he is ſilent and anſwers no thing 
that he might not hinder our redemption, nor ſtop l | 
payment of our debt. When juſtice charged him witl 
our ſins, our © unbelief, pride, covetouſneſs, &c.”” ill 


undc 
whe 
mb of 


xlv. 


might have ſaid, © O Father, theſe tranſgreſſions ar * 
« not mine, I never offended thee ;?? but he will do ng 
thing to reſcue himſelf. Therofore when the fear the 
charge of the whole {ins of an elect world was exhibite fron 
againſt him, and the ſword of juſtice drawn, ready ſaith 
ſtrike, he opened not his mouth, but takes with th bis f 
charge, as if he had been guilty of all. Glory to t f 
ſilent, Lamb for ever, that would not hinder our relcals jy an 
from puniſhment, but meekly took the rokke for us. all b 
4. Behold this meek Lamb, before. he was brought. He 
the laughter, led up and down from place to place b, I 
from the garden to the High Prieſt, from the His ng 
n 
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IF Pilate, from Pilate to Calvary. Behold him mocked, 
ody ha oled, and diſgraced by them, buſfeted and ſpit upon, 
owned, ſcourged, and pierced, and yet never reſiſts 


N 
aer, na; 5 
tisfy r complains. © He willingly gave his back to the 


Is; cveſ8W'miters, and his cheeks to them that pluckt off the 
© that Hair,“ and hid not his face ſrom ſpitting. Now, the 
than an a ek Lamb is content to be as the ram caught in the 
-rſon ; Mckets, to be ſlaughtered and ſacrificed in our room, 
ſatisfy o were lying bound like Iſaac, to have been the ſacri- 
priſon Oh, it was our fins that plaited the thorns ; they 
aughter e vere the reed that drove them into his temples, yet 
ekly an 1 opened not his mouth. | Sh Eg 

to wis. Now this ſlaughtered Lamb is ſet before my eyes 
eriſicelM the Sacrament, and God's call to me is, ** behold the 


euſation-2mb of God,” John i. 29. Now let me behold with 
cent ; Wy carveſt and fleady look, with faith and expeRtion, 


ch Pia. I may get healing to all my diſeaſes. As no ſtung 
| great aclite got healing from the) brazen ſerpent, unleſs 
mb con looked to it, ſo none can get benefit from Chriſt 


els they behold him. May I never look away from 


at alſo 
Is Lamb, to my tears, convictions, prayers, reforma- 


ring ou 

8 hack s, or any thing elſe; ſeeing the beſt duties will make 
rge upon ſaviours. If I expect ſalvation from other things, I 
10 thin undone, for there is no other name given under hea- 

- ſtop t whereby men can be ſaved: But if I look to the 
him vil ub of God, my ſalvation is ſecured by his promiſe, 
&.“ Hal. 22. 1 | 
mons if There was no houſe in Egypt ſafe from the deſ- 
in do ning angel, but. theſe who had their doors ſprinkled 
\c ſcar the blood of the Paſchal Lamb: ſo there is no ſoul 
exhibicME from the ſword of revenging juſtice, but theſe who 
readyt ſaith put themſelves under the protection of the blood 
with Ulis ſlain Lamb: Let me therefore take the bunch of 
ry to pe faith, and dip it in the baſon of the New Cove- 
r rel cad and ſprinkle this blood on my guilty ſoul, and fo 
or us. all be ſaſe. | 


. How bleſſed is their charaQer . follow the 


rought t | : 
to place b, Rey, xiv. 4. May I follow him as my phy ſieian 
the Hie are me, my righteouſneſs to juſtify me, my life to 


erod ba eken me, my huſband to ſupply my wants, my guide 


* — — — 1 — 
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to conduct me, my pattern to dire& me in my fit Y 


s im 


Let me learn from his example, to be patient witho is « b. 
murmuring, when I am under affliction.— Let me lei * 

meekneſs towards men, when I- meet with reproachs 8 , 

injuries from them. Let me learn a readineſs to of ; 124 

God's call to every duty. O did Chriſt go willingly I 1555 

the ſlaughter ſor us; and ſhall I be backward to pri J 8 2 
communicate, part with ſin, or do any thing he reel Rh 

of me? Let me, in all duties and ordinances, ſeek aſt py 

the Lamb's preſence, ſeeing my eternal happineſs f 1 | 

in being ever with the Largb, and to be fed and led gs 

Mus wi 

him, Rev. vii. 16. | n 

| hat 

as: u 

7 — Ly; 4 OU; 

MEDITATION XVI. . be. 

. | Wc hi: 

From Ep. i. 7. Wows c 

| d all 

In whom we have redemption through his blood. Wh, yet 

H diſmal i is our caſe by nature! We are {l 3 

to fin and Satan, and priſoners to the juſtice wp J 

od, being ſentenced to die, doomed to wrath, and A 5 

ſerved to public judgment and execution. In this milf IX 

able condition were all mank ind, until Chriſt came 7 

ranſom us! And O how difficult and coſſly was our ou 5 

| demption to Chriſt! no leſs could be the price of it th Ts 

10 his precious blood, The glorious Son of God, Y 1 
1 created heaven and earth, muſt become a creature, Eid ne 
4 I 1 born of a woman, and pour out his blood on an ig. fle 

mr minious croſs, before we could be redeemed from {1n fc 
1 wrath. O how valuable muſt the blopd of this mm fe 
I 11 perſon be! What is the blood of carthly kings and pl iti, 
1 ces to this blood? Surely one drop of it is of more PIR. 
Fi 10 - lue, than an ocean of theirs! and yet every drop offer 
1 blood was poured out upon the ground for our rede eb. ; 
1 hl tion In this blood I ſee ſundry things: 3 
ih þ 1. Tht amazing love of Chriſt, in ſbedding his bn 175 
| por the redemption of ſuch creatures as I am; creat: __: 
0 moſt ugly, that had loſt the. image of God, and g%1 hell 
| 
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i& s 1mage pictured in its room, and were thereby pe- 
in Wc black as hell. — Creatures lothiome as dead car- 
me le 0 s, being dead in traſpa les; and yet theſe he loved 
cnc bel to hed his blood, and bleed to death for them. For 
» ang * lovely as Sarah was, While alive, yet when dead, 

Iingiy raham could look on her no more, but would have 

do pu buricd out of his fight. But Chriſt {aid not 10 of 
9 elect ſpouſe when dead; no, ſaid he, let me bleed 
ſeck alt die for her to bring her to liie ; Hough at the {ume 
ines e ſhe was more lochlome than job with his boils, La- 
nd led Wus with his ſores, or any dead carcale with vermin. 
hat cauſe could be given for the love of a bleeding 
Ws! well might he ſay, 1 loved you, becaulc I loved 
v ou ; and I love you frecly. „Aud O with what ſor- 
pain, and agory, was his blecding love attended, 

WI le his dear ſoul was overwhelmed with the terrible 
Wows of his Father's wrath! Chriſt knew well before- 
d all theſe ſuſferings, and all the ingredients in the 
vet he would needs drink it for us: He forſaw the 
ion of God's arrows that would drink up his pirit | 
burning thirſt that the heat of divine wrath would 
ate on him; yet willingly did he go to bleed and die, 
a lamb to the langhter. Oo Love that palleth 
a powledge : ba, | | 
In Chriſt's blood I ſee the glory of infinite wiſdom 
Mae's Who could have found out a way to recon- 
Juſtice and mercy, and ſatisfy both their demands 
ut Adam's fallen race? A general eouneil of angels 
Id never have thought of the Son of God his bein 

e fleſh, and ſhedding blood! How ſhocking would 


blood. 
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[rom ang ſuggeſtion have been, If God had not made it? But, 
this 4 old hereby infinite wiſdom hath dlicovered a, way to 
* an 1 Iich both juſtice and merey; to punilh ſin, and yet 
of mo 


don the ſinner; to maintain the honour of the law- 
ker, and yet preſerve the liſe of the law-breaker: 
by mercy is ſatisfied in ſparing the rebel, and yet 
Wice more glorified, and fin rendered more odious, , 
n if the ſinner himſelt had been eternally damned 
lit. —Nay, though all the men om earth had been caſt 
hell fire for ſin, and the angels with them, it had 
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been no ſuch inſtance of juſtice, as Chriſt's bleeding a 


14 dying for fin: For what is the puniſhing of erea tun al 
ll to the ſuffering of the Creator ! . 1. 
1 3. This blood being the blood of God, hath infa W all n 
9 1 virtue and efficacy ; it hath purchaled the church | ly it 
T1 God, and all grace and glory to her, Acts xx. 23. m ar 
| l. | protects all who come under the covert of it from iood 
hl | _ wrath of God, Exod. xit. 13. When I ſee the blo load 
1 & I will paſs over you, and the plague ſhall not be u lu 
« you to deſtroy yon, when I ſmite "the land of KgyrWcarr 

This blood, which is the price of our redemptic Fre de 

hath a d effects; it pleads for the guilty, Mut he 

obtains pardon of ſin, peace with God, nearneſs to ai oly a 

communion with him, It cleanſes, heals, ſatis fies, ot m 

beautifies periſhing ſouls; it ſeals the New Teitamen ny ha 

overcomes our enemies, liberates the priſoners, op pen! 

* heaven's gates, and gives boldneſs to enter in: The pn ſh 

ſon of our Redeemer being preferable to a million Hnnoce 

worlds full of men and angels, his blood alone might de, d 

ſerve for an ele& world. What ſins can be ſo hein n. ( 

or ſo numerous, but the blood of God can waſh av anſt 1 

This was famous Cranmer's ſupport that day he ſuffe lepe; 

ed martyrdom: when his heinous ſin of renounciny g mor 

truth ſtared him in the face, and he was greatly dee.“ 

ed for it; he brake out, Surely God was made fle 5. Ho 

e and ſhed his blood, not for leſſer fins only, but g of t 

great ſins alſo:? This. relieved him, and made him me 

with courage. This blood can help in all traits, deliv bloc 

from all fears, and is able to ſave to the uttermoſt. ss, a 


hath ſaved many who have condemned themſelves, my 
thought their ſalvation impoſſible. It hath eaſed me ealiz. 
conſciences, when the terrors of the Almighty have Mas if 
rounded them, and his arrows have ſtuck faſt in the while 
It hath ovſtivacd death; and carries many ſafe throu? ſor 
its darkeſt vallies. This blood hath cleanſed many whit in: 
hearts were filthy as the mire, and whoſe lives ſwarm the 
with the moſt abominable luſts, ſuch as the Corinthia cept 
1 Cor. vi. 11. and three thouſand of theſe who had i not 
brued their hands in ſhedding of it, Accs ii. 36. Nas, be þ 
is able to take away the ſins of a world, John. i. 29. che 
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en more the fins of any one ſoul, though like a 
real urVunain for weight, or the ſand for number. 

l ſee his redeeming blood to be a ſuitable remedy 
h 1010 an my maladies; O that I could look to it by faith, 
hurch ( ply it to my fores, and plead it with God: Lord I 
x. 20. Wm an unrighteous creature, but here is juſtifying 
from WWlood ; my heart is unholy, but here is ſanctifying 


he bod Wood ; my ſoul is wounded, but here is healing blood ; 
· be Up y luſts are ſtrong, but here is moritying blood ; my 
" Kg) cart is hard, but bere is ſoſtning blood; my aiſeions 
dem ptio@re dead, but here is quickning blood; my love is cold, 
* hut here is heart-warming blood. — When Lam at the 
es to u 


oly Table, I am near this bleſſed remedy; O let me 
ot miſs a cure when the Balm of Gilead is among 
ny hands; let me not periſh in my guilt beſide the 
rs, 0"Wpcn fountain, Oh, this blood hath healed thouſands, 
The pe ſhall I remain under my plagues ?—Lord let that 
million innocent blood which run from thy hands, heart and 
night ae, drop on my guilty ſoul, and cleanſe me from all 
o being. O my glorious bleeding Lamb, if thou wilt thou 
ah av2Wanſt make me clean.” O ſay to me as thou didit to 


e fies, all 
"eitamel 


he ſuffe leper, I will, be thou clean.” © Surely thy blood 
meing i more able to ſave. me, than my ſins are to deſtroy. 
tly de je De.“ SY | 

nade 118. How juſt is it that I ſhould commemorate the ſhed- 
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g of this blood in the way that Chriſt appoints? Lord, 
> me to go to thy Table, and realize the ſhedding of 
blood to myſelf, as much as if I had ſtood by the 
dls, and ſeen it with my eyes flowing from his wounds. 


elves, my faith. be the cvidence of things nor ſeen, and let 
aſed n2Wſcalize the ſhedding of Chriſt's blood as evidently to 
have Wy as if I had actually ſeen it. Ah, Þ cannot ſay it is 
ſt in the hile my eyes are ſo dry, and my heart ſo hard; 
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ſor my ſtupid unconcerned heart, that doth not 
ſt into love and tears at the ſacramental view of this 
dd ſhedding ! How ean I ſee theſe hands, that ſway 
ſeepter of the heavens, naile to the tree of reproach, : 
not mourn? Hey can I ſee theſe fect, that trample 
the powers of hell, nailed to a tree, and not weep ? 
the carth trtmble, rocks rend, ſun hide, and hea- 
| 423 
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vens darken, and will not my rocky heart rend for i 
that cauſed all? — Since thou Lord, comes to me, 
ſtreams blood, let me go forth and meet thee will 
ſtreams of tears.—Uh! thall I be more ſparing of iff 
tears for Chriſt, than he was of his blood for me? .( 
I fee this precious blood run dewn'in ſtreams, and! 

eyes not pour out ſome drops! Can I refuſe drops 
water for ſtreams of blood! Can I ſee the blood of 
King of kings ſpilt like water on the ground, and | 
earth drinking it up, and my heart not rend for ſheddi 


it ? Oh that my head were waters, and mine 5 Wn 6. 
fountain of tears, that I might WEeP wy and nig hol: 
ſor the {lain Lamb of God! curir 
6. How dreadful muſt the erime be to tread | w h 
blood under foot by unbelicf, or unworthy communi Spir 
ting!“ Had Zimri peace that ſlew his maſter ?” men 
can | have peace if I be. guilty of the blood of him tilt, « 
is my maſter and Redeemer both? How ſad will my to w 
be, if that blood, which alone can procure my pardMpiri: 
ſhall cry for my eternal puniſhment ? “ Deliver me f the 
blood guiltineſs, O God.” —O that I could value Ihe h. 
eſteem, plead, and apply this precious blood more ! Hence 
accept of it as a full ſatisfaQtion ſor all my fins, anden. 
all ſufficient price for my ſoul's redemption. Is not Wrrup 
drop of thy Son's blood of mere value than a feind 
mine? My fins, alas! have ſhut me out of Paradiſe, Reh re 
O let this blood open Paradiſe to me again; and let up + 
through this red ſea, enter into the heavenly Carat the 

1 nes can have no other paſſage to it. Lord, im As 
not the guilt, but the merit of this blood to me. nnd, ; 
n h we 
5 75 5 MEDITATION vl. ſtop» t 
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Be hall come down lite rain upon the mown ral 1 * 
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ober that water the earth, 2 7 

0 rain i; 
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people by the gracious. influences of his holy Spirit, 


to me, Mnoeſt uſcful and refreſhing to their ſouls, like ſhowers 
hee rain to the dry ground, or a meadow. newly cut to 
ng of e it ſpring again.—Chriſtleſs ſouls are like the dry 
me ? und, without the moiſture of ſaving grace, their 
;, and rts are hard; neither rods, mercics, nor ſermons, 
drops ie impreifion upon chem: Why? they are without 
zod of Hriſt, the fountain of grace, and ſpiritual influences. — 
„ and ere the fall, man's ſoul was like a well watered gar- 
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„ beautiful, green, and ſragrant; but by his apoſtacy 
God, in Adam our firſt head, the ſprings of grace 
holineſs are quite dried up in his ſoul; and there is 
curing of this drought, but by the ſoul's union with. 
zw head, to wit, Chriſt our ſecend Adam, who has 
Spirit given him without meaſure ſor the uſe of all 
members. Now, when we are united by faith to 
iſt, our, head of influences, „the dry land is turned 
to water {prings.” Chriſt comes down as the rain by 
ſpirit of regeneration, and brings the ſprings of grace 
the foul, He is the firſt and immediate receptacle 
Ihe holy Spirit, and all regenerating and ſanCtiſying 
ences, and out of his fulneſs we mutt by faith receive 
And when at any time the ſprings of grace are, 


Is not rrupted in the ſoul by fin or unbelief, ſo as the 
an a fend turns dry, the plants wither, and the things, 
aradiic, ch remain are ready to die; the ſoul hath need to- 
and let up to Jeſus Chriſt to come down with new ſhowers 
ny Caran the thirſty ground, and deeayed plante. 
,ord, nM As the rain is the free giſt of God to the dry 
me. nd, it comes free and cheap to poor and rich, ſmall 
| great, and coſts them nothing: So Chriſt with his 
Pogs is God's free gift to a dry periſhing world, for 
N h we.ſhould continually be thankful. 2. As nothing - 
I. ſtop the falling of the rain; ſo nothing can hinder 
Its gracious influences, when he deſigns to awake, 
I. nee, or ſoften a hard heart. When theſe ſhowers. 
own gra on. ſinners, the, moſt obſtinate will muſt yield, and 
1995 » Lord, what wilt thou have me to do??? 3. As 
"aſs! rain is moſt neceſſary and ſuitable to the dry ground, 
t; and (9 the various plants it produecth, and alſo: to the 
T ˙ AE 
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different parts of every plant or tree; ſuch as the roo a ere 
trunk, branches, leaves, flowers and fruit: So Chriſt bin 
abſolutely neceſſary, and his influences is moſt fuitabk 


ä Fare ad of 
to all his peopte's ſouls, and to every faculty of thn. + 


the underſtanding, will, memory and aſſedtions: and 08 TUM 
all their different graces, faith love, and repentance, & a bro 
to root and eſtabliſh them, ſtrengthen and confirm then as the 
| Euicken and increaſe them, cheriſh and preſerve then ary tr 
4. As the rain comes down in diverſe ways and mat 0 
ners to the earth, ſometimes with cold winds and teu! ee 
peſts, thunders and lightnings: and at other times vi an in 
calmneſs and warmth: So Chriſt comes to ſinners, ſom W poſe t 
times with ſharp convidtions and legal terrors, and ſon and b. 
times with alluring invitations and promiſes. 5. O tho How 
pleaſant are the effects of rain to languithing plants, | emed 
make them green and beautiful, lively and ſtrong, in re parc 
rant and fruitſut? So the effefs of Chriſt's influent: 7; 7 
are moſt defirable to drooping fouls, for enlighting re, the 
cnlivening them, for confirming and ſtrengthening then e quit: 
for comforting and enlarging them, for. appetiſing e r 
ſatisſying them, transforming and beautifymg them. d enle 
ſhou er from Chriſt would ſoon make the church, thou e 
withered, turn green and beautiful, and to ſend forth Piy chir 
ſmell as of a field that the Lord hath bleſſed ; and li ayer... 
wiſe ſome drops of this ſhower, falling down upon en up: 
Janguiſhing graces of communicants would ſoon ml the pe 
them vigorous and lively in-ſhowing forth their Saviou cj har 
death at his tabe. „ enchin 
Here I may fec the reaſon why many my cone its, giv 
ms dry ground in their parched natural condition, 1 gleQin 
others near them are flouriſning and ſruitfal ; Chi. ang 
ſhower hath come down upon the one, and not upon How h 
other; one piece 1s rained upon, and arother Piece Wis rain 
dry and withered, according to that word in Amos Weir roc 
7.— Oh, what canſe is there to bewail the evident bung. xvii. 
toms of this continuing natural drough in waltitudes heart + 
fouls! Why? their hearts are hard, impenetrable rt befe 
unaffected with the miſerable ſtate they are in by nat nas tha 
and with the woſul plagues of their hearts. They bs myſelf 


no ſenſe or feeling of the evil of fin, notwithſtanding 


— 
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1 the reprooſs and threatnings of the word, or the rods 

e roch d ſtrokes it brings upon them; or of the Wings of 
briſt i hriſct for (lin. And thougi God aſſures them, that the 
me nd of dry ground 1 1s. curling and burning, they are im- 
then {tent and unconcerned under all.—0 if parched ſouls: 
and td their natural cltate were made {enfible of their miſery, 
ce, ol d brought to bewail their eaſe, and ſay, Oh, I am 
x then as the heath in the deſert that fees no rain: I am a 
e then dry tree, if | continue in this ſtate, I will. be cut down 
d mo... cumbring the ground, and made fuel to hell-fire- 
nd ten! ſee the ax of juitice laid to my root, every hour I 
es vu am in danger of the blow. O if Chriſt would inter- 
ws. ſome poſe to ſpare me, and come down upon me as the rain, 
deni and bring the moiſture of grace into my foul. 

O 10 tow tn mentable alſo is the caſe of thoſe who once 
ants, emed to be watered. by this heavenly rain, and now 
ng, ie parched by a lorg conſuming drought and withering. 
flueneind! They have loſt their former greenneſs and moiſ- 
ting Are, their ſpirituallity and hvelineſs, and their duties 
ng, then. quite dwindled away into a liſeleſs carcaſe, and a 
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ſſing Mad formality. They have loſt their wonted freedom 
hem. ad enlargement in prayer, and are fallen under ſad 
„ thou nds and ſtraitenings of ſpirit, which make them eount 
4 fort iy things a . and frequently negled ſeeret 
and 1 ayer. Surely ſuch have great need of Chriſt's coming: - 
upon © dyn upon them as the rain; to make them ſpring up 
on 1". the graſs, and revive as the corn. —Alas we have a 
Savio fl hand in bringing on ſuch a fpiritual drough by 

. enching. the motions: of the Spirit, indulging fleſul 
cont! ts. giving the world Chriſt's room in the heart, and 
jon, u. glecting to live by faith on the Son of God, who 1 is the 
ö Cbri ain and dew of Ffracl. 


upon How happy are theſe who live under the droppings of : 
i rain! They are like trees planted by the waters, 
eir Toots ſpread ſorth, and their leaves are Frern 
lent Hing vn. 8. Have I the Bens of fuch perſons? „Is my 
[ritu0 WY heart ready to melt at the fight of a erucified Jeſus 
trable bet before me in the ſacrament? Do I mourn for my 
by 12" las that pierced him? Am I ready to think worſe of 


They n fell th th erſon o n; is m hear oft. 
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« him by fin to withold the ſhowers, and meke the li 


„ me? O may J find theſe mai in my ſoul ? 


2 
ce and pliable to the will of God, both in bis precel 
« and providences ? Do the worla's good things ll 
de but little in my eye? Is it my defire to meet vil 
« Chriſt in every duty and ordinance? Do I {till loff 
& on fin as Chriſt's enemy? Am I afraid of provoki 


« vens as braſs to me? Am I defirous to bring for 
& ſruit anſwerable to the waterings he gracioully alla 


O that I could earncſtly plead for the fulfilling of ti be 
N in the text, that Chriſt would come down Mrd Jeſi 
the rain, that he would fend the ſhowers he hath mcriWughts 
and promiſed, fend them to myſelf, to the church, have © 
to the whole land; to the-preſent age, and to the rilM the h. 
generation? O "5 glorious effects would theſe tho his © 
produce] They would beautiſy the church and her ance f 
iemblics, make both miniſters and proſeſſors to ſline t, „1 
holineſs, and congregations to be lively in worily roo 
They would open priſon. doors, looſe bends, crllWlty anc 
hearts, revive drooping. ſouls, turn their water into e pur 
their ſorrow into joy, their compliants into praiſcs, fe, I þ 
make them ſing in the ways of the Lord.—Þy t 5 ſoul 
mov ers God would be glorified, the church ceme u; he | 
duc her diſtempers healed.— Ordinances would be! N teouſt 
Is icefsſal, communions more, pleaſant, the godly more g; I: 
2 wed, religion more eſteemed, and the way to hood, o 
more delightful. —Lord, Took: on the diy groud a anc ot work 
ſent droughty {ſeaſon with pity; open the windovMieſure. | 
heaven, avd ſend down thowers as in former times, Hill be-: 

as in other parts of the world, Senda ſhower to ly man 
communicants, and to theſe who have not ſcen Il his c 
oings in the ſanQuary ; a ſhower to Nony hearts onfide; 
withered hands; a ſhower to ſoften the clods, looſe to the 
roots, and open the ſprings. O how much good /e ftrin; 
one of Chriſt's ſhowers do to a poor dry land? eloathi 
wonders would it work ! what priſoners would ir 1\Pmmenc 
what cloudy minds would it brighten, and what is wilt 
rowed 1 


ing ſouls would it kefolve! Come Gown Lord | 
Amen. 3 a 
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From Narr. vili. 8. 


22 Is am mot e worthy that thou fhouldſt come under * 


222 


I ArTH bog. repentance do ſtill go together; every 
believer is a true penitent: Ile that puts on the 
rd Jeſus, is alſo cloathed with humility. The bigher 


g of tl 
down 
1 merit 
reh, 9 
he rill 
e {hon 
d her! 
5 thine 

worill 
„ cn 


have of himſelf. When the man's eyes are open to 
the holineſs and excellency of Chriſt, he is made to 
his own nothingneſs before him, and his infinite 
ance from him, and to ſay, like the Centurion in the 
t, „ am not worthy that thou {houldſt come under 
hy roof,” q. d. It is too great an honour for ſuch a 
Ity and filthy creature to entertain a Saviour of in- 
te purity; my heart is more unworthy than my 
le, I have nothing to commmend me to thee.—The 
bl ſoul abhors himſelf as vile in the ſight of a holy 
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1a be! becouſncls is as filthy rags; in me dwells no good 
more g; I am inſufficient of myſelf to do any thing that 
to bei od, or even to think a good thought: It is God that 
id and] work | in me, both to will and to do, of his good 
vindoußß ure. He is under no obligation to pity or help me, 
times, ill be abſolute free mercy in him if he do it. The 
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cen ll bis own. doings and attainments: He renounceth 
hearts Neonfidence in his own righteouſneſs, and humbly ſub- 
s, looſeſis to the righteouſneſs of God by faith: He is content 
good e ſtripr of all his own garments that Chriſt may be 
land? eloathing. He looks not to his own performances to 
11d ir I mmend him to God, but only to Chriſt his ſurety. 

x hat is wilting to go out of himſelf, and live wholly upon 
Lord oed righteouſneſs and borrowed ſtrength, even to 


upon Chriſt crucified, and to derive daily and hourly 
him ſtrength, both for ys and difficulty, for work 
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dughts a man hath of Chriſt, the lower thoughts will 


he ſays, I am all as an unclean thing, and all my 


ly man*hath undervaluing thoughts of himſelf, - and 
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and warfare, —The man that is lowly in heart, ſabmiyM 


to the will of God in all his diſpenſatious, is conten! o won 


with every condition; he thinks beſt for him; he is EI ure 
tient in affliction, and ſilent under God's rod withoul rift 
anſwering again. He is ſenſible that he juſtly de ſerveii Ta 


hell, and therefore is very thankful for the leaſt mercy, „a 


of his favour, or the ſmalleſt influence of his Spirit. 


and ſelf-emptying grace, and lays the ſoul very low i 
fore God; and God always hath reſpe& to ſuch Caili. 
and to ſuch lowlineſs, Pſal. cxxxviii. 6. Chriſt put greall 
reſpect upon the lowly Centurion, Matt. v. 10. 13. 


like the woman of Canaan, he owrs himſelf uns ori 


Arth; 
as a dog, and will be thankful for the crumbs that (a N 79251 
from the childrens table. He will be: thankful for a wor + hat p 
from Chriſt, for a look, for a {mile, for the leaſt token + "hut ih 


Wherever faith is in. exerciſe, it is a ſoul humblinfi 


have not found fo great faith, no, not in Iſracl; go thi... 


He alſo put great reſpe& on the humble Publican, Lu 
XViii. 13. 14+ and declared him juſtified ; ior (ſaith Wi 
„he that humbleth himſelf ſhall be exalted.” He pili 


© way, as thou haſt believed, fo be it. done unto thee. 


great honour on the humble woman of Canaan, th 


owned herſelf vile as a dog, Matt. xv. 27, 28. © O ll. 


though he be © the high and loſty one that inhabit 
. eternity, yet he dwelleth with the. humble ſpirit! 
And thus he ſets himſelf before us, as the great patte 
of humility, and bids us learn it of him. When he 
peared unto Moſes, it was not in a lofty Ader, but! 
a low, mean, humble buſh, And when he would appe 
in our nature, it was not a great exalted woman | 
takes up with, but a low humble virgin, as Mary berk 
obſerves, Luke i. 48, 52. May I be helped then to 
pear before him at his holy I able, with a humble ſpin 
and lowly frame, that he may vouchſaſe to dwell i 
hold communion with meme 
O that I had the marks of a lowly. heart, and co 
ſay, that I bluſh, and am aſhamed before God in praj 
| becauſe of my ſinſulneſs and pollution! that I am nv 


% man, great is thy f: th, (ſaid he) he it upto thee er 
* as thou wilt,” And he faith of MAH, Iſa. lvii. 1 
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ſuab mig 


comes 0 wonder at free grace in ſparing ſuch a vile unthank» 
e is pp . Ma reteh, in keeping me out of hell, in offerivg me 
without 3 hrift and pardon through his blood, and calling me to 
ſerv is Table.—That ] diſclaim all righteouſneſs by the 
mercy; 101 and expect nothing but wrath and ruin from that 
worth Ich; that 1 look only to Chriſt, end have admiring 
hat fü eughts of him and bis law. bidding righteouncls.— 
—_—_ bat 1 have a deep ſenſe of indwelling fin, and of the 
ſt toka rruptions of my heart, and think more meanly of my- 
it, If than any other perſon can, — That I am jealous of 
7 nbli : y wicked heart, and afraid left I betray or wound the. 
tow Hen of God, and contratt blood-guiltineſs ; and there- 
h failure ] adventure to his Table with much fear and trem- 
at ore ling. Lord, beſtow upon me ſuch a humble heart. 

13. 1 O ean ſuch an. ill. deſerving creature appear before 
; go til od, and expect mercy, who have ſo long abuſed merey'! 
hal f ord, inſtead of ſtretching forth'a ſeeptre of mercy to 
m, Lu bite me to thy Table thou mighteſt, with the rod of 
(ith WR > juſtice, juſtly daſh me in pieces as a potter's veſſel. 


He pi ſtead of entertaining me with the bread of liſe, and 
an. H eup of blefſing, thou mighteſt give me the bread and 


ater of affligion; yen, caſt me into that pit, where 1 
Jould cry in vain for a drop of water to ecol my tongue. 
W ſhall ach a wretched dog as I preſume: to come to 

y Table, end eat of the children's bread, who am not 
orthy to gather the crumbs that fall from it! But 1 
ave heard of the merey of the king of Iſrael, that he de- 
bts to ſhew it to the unworthy that humble themſelves 
ore him. Oh, I am vile ard unfit to appear before 
ee; but ſurely they are undone that keep away from 
ice. Jem come to thee, not becauſe I am fit or wor- 
y, but becauſe thou art rich in mercy, and haſt con- 


„ () vil 
hee en 
vil. 16 
1habitd 

ſpirit 
. patic 
en hed 
r, but! 
id appe 


omann 


v berg ono. 1 4 | 
5 to! ved a way for ſaving the ke of me.— Lord, I am 
ble (ple Lertby te come within fight of thee, but far leſs 
well at 'thon ſhoutdſt come under my roof to lodge with 


e! « Will God in very deed” eome apd * dwell with 


n praf deent and righteous as once Adam was! But will he 
4 ave bf feaſt' with me that am a leper? Will he come 


am der the) roof of my foul, a houfe fo ruinous, ſmoky 


l © 4 yy 5 ., ” : W * * ; Wo | 4 2 ; 
men!“ "This is a wonder, though all mer! were as in- 
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and defiled, where he has not a fit place to lay his head 4 ſtead th 


daily bread from thee, and ſhall I be allowed to eat if 


thought himſelf not worthy to looſe Chriſt's ſhoes, hof 


worthy creature! Thou mighteft juſtly have put in m 
hand a cup of trembling and unmixed wrath; a cup 
| led with horror of conſcience and fearful deſpair : BY 


But, O my humble condeſcending Saviour, did not n the 
dain to lie in a manger among beaſts, nor to dine wien in h 


Simon a leper! O Lord Jeſus, come ia thy ſelf and ſuiſhich jul 


niſh the houſe, prepare an upper room in my foul, larę t glor) 
ſwept and garniſhed, and there abide, and koep che pa 
over with me. blood, 
Lord, I am not e to eat the comnks that (al God fo 
from my own table, much leſs thoſe that fall from thinF RD 
I deſerve not a room to ſtand among thy ſervants, ul 
leſs to fit down with thy childrev. I am unworthy of mi 


the bread of life? Shall I, who deſerve not the bread ff 
men, be admitted to cat the bread of angels? Shall I 
down. with him, at whoſe feet they fall? If John til 
Baptiſt (one of the greateſt that was born of womahi 
who. was filled with the Holy Ghoſt from the vom 


7h 
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unworthy am I, the meaneſt of creatures, a tranſgreloiſt alas! 

from the womb. to be admitted to touch, nay feed up food 
Chriſt's broken body and ſhed blood! If Peter, aft men! 

ſeeing Chriſt's s glory, and his own vileneſs, judged hin hes, w! 
felf unworthy to be in the ſame ſhip with Chriſt, f abou 

eried © depart ſrom me, for I am a ſinful man:“ Hebe val 

ſhall I, the chief of ſinners, adventure to fit, down at th ont ain 

Jame table with him in a familiar way! If the womi h. i. 3. 
with the bloody iflue was afraid to come and touch i in C 

hem of Cl. riſt's garment, how much more may I, vic gifts 

am full of the running iſſues of fin, fear to touch ti gitfts 
Tymbols of his body and blood, or put my hand into ng rig 
fide ? If the pureſt angels muſt cover their faces w his fa 
before him, how ſhall I. who am ſo. impure, appcil nces, { 
openly in bis preſence? But glory to God for. the bleſſ Ponds, 
covering provided for my guilty ſoul, under which act: 
may appear and be accepted. come to thee wrapt ons « 
it, Lord, accept of me. | 7 ſt is t 
O how diſtinguiſhing are t hy hong to me an 1 given 


ey, to 
to be 
nds ſe 
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ſtead thereof, thou giveſt me the cup of bleſſing, filled 
th the hope of pardon and cternal liſe. I might have 
en in hell drinking the damned's cup of wrath, into 
ich juſtice is {!1i] pouring in as faſt as they drank out: 
t glory to free grace, thou calleſt me to drink the 
p of falvation, which my Saviour hath purchaled with 
blood, and ſweetened with his blefling. Thanks be 
God for it for ever. 
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MEDITATION XIX. 
From 2 CoR. ix. 13. 


Thanks be unto God for bis unſpeakable gift. 


won ANY give thanks to God for meat and drink to 
es, ho their bodies, which indeed is the duty of all ; 
{erclot alas! few give thanks to God for Jeſus Chriſt, the 
ed poi food of precious ſouls, and God's unſpeakable gift 
r, aſtomen! Many Are fond of temporal giſts and earthly _ 
red highs, which are nothing but vanity ; but ah! they are 


rift, au 
5 Hol 
n at ti 
e Womul 
ouch til 


about this pearl of great price, this matchleſs gift 
ole value no tongue can expreſs, nor open up what 
ontained in it. The Apoſtle tells us a great truth, 
h. i. 3: that God bleſſes us with all ſpiritual bleſ. 
s in Chrift.” In this giſt of God we have innumer- 


7 I, ve gifts bettowed on thoſe who believe on him, ſuch as 
zuch i gifts of ſpiritual illumination, pardon of ſin, a law- 
into Wins righteouſneſs, reconciliation with God, adoption 
ces wie bis family, reſtoring of his image, ſanctifying in- 
„ appcilW"ces, ſpiritual ſtrength for work and warfare, looſing 
he bleſe ends, witneffings of the Spirit, unflinging of death, 
which dae through the dark valley, and a title to the 
wrapt ions of glory, and the eternal enjoyment of God. 
"I ſt is the moſt neceſſary and moſt euriching gut ever 
ve an u siven to the world. God gave him to be a plank of 


ut in M 


a cup 
air: Bu 


ey, to ſave our {onls when ſhip+recked. «© gave 


to be our 1 balm, to heal us when our 
ads ſeemed uncurable. He gave lüm to be © the 
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« Lord our righteouſneſs, when we; had no rightcoulf TOY 
nels. He gave him to be our Advocate. to plead for u 1 
when we had- many accaicrs, and none to take or Nan © ” | 
He gave him to us to be wildom, r: ghzgoulnels, lag <3 
« titication, and redemption.” In this. giſt there is nM he, 
finite fulucts, and unicarchable riches. Well way E tial - 
Spoutle call Chriſt a “ bundle of myrth,” and a c 4 a , 
« ter of camphire,” Cant. i. 13, 14. becauſe ſo man 1 . 
gifts and bleſſings are bundled up in this one gift. 0 * ' 
what can I conceive, or what can I expreſs of this git 1 
He that would deſcpibe or ſpeak of this gift, would nei _ 
to have his tongue dipt in heaven. — Should an ang * 
come down from it tp tell us of this gift, he would ou , e 
ſpeak all the men on carth; yet when he had ſaid all BA 
could, the gift would be far above his exprellion : Why beift 
becauſe he 1s © unſpeakable.“ _— 
Thanks be unto God that gave us not s ſervant, W...; of 
an angel, not a ſriend, but his Son. Not an adopt 3 
Son, but his own Son by eternal generation; a Son vl 3 : 
is © the brightneſs of his Father's glory, and the exp. wo 
60 image of his perſon. ?? Yea, he gave us his only li 3 44 
to die as a ſacrihee in our room! How bitterly: 
Jacob bewail the parting with one ſon, when be Finke 
eleven behind! But God gave bis only begotten 8 "Wt a 
and the Son of his love for us! It is retorded as an, — 
mirable inſtance of Abraham's obedience, that he \ 12 * 
willing to part with his only ſon at God's commul 5. 
Gen. xxii: 12. Now I know that thou ſeareſt God, 
ing thou haſt not withheld thy ſon, thine. only i 
« from me.” But what was Abraham's. ſon to 60 
eternal Son, the ſecond perſon of the glorious Trin 
a Son that was his equal! a Son in whom. his foul, 
lizhted! a Son that never. diſpleaſed bim at any t 
How Baer did David mourn at parting with a rc 
lious ſon! O Abſalam, my ſon, my ſon, would to 
% T had died for thee, &c.” But what are all the 
of men, or ten thouſand worlds full of men, or as f 
heavens fall of angels, to the beloved Son of God, WI 
all the angels worſhip and adore! And yet this is 
giſt that God gives us. In giving this giſt, divine by 
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; hath ſtretched itſelf to the uttermoſt : He could have 
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ated a million of heavens more bright, and millions 


angels more glorious for us; but a more glorious Son 


had not, nor could have; a greater gift he had not 
all his treaſures, than his own co-cternal and conſub- 


ptial Son, yet he makes a free giſt of him to us! O 


o would not give thanks unto God for this his un- 
akable gift! And who would not part with all the 
Id to have an intereſt in this gift ſealed to him at 
Lord's Table ?—This is the gift that ſweetens all 
er gifts, and without which nothing in a world hath 
/ ſweetneſs in it. k : 
This gift of God is moſt free; it was impoſſible that 
world could have Chriſt any other way than as a 
gift. A man like old Jacob may be bereaved of his 
Idren, but it was not poſlible that God could be be- 
ed of his dear Son. Neither could we have him by 
chaſe: we were ſo poor, we had not wherewith to 
chaſe the leaſt blefling. And what though all the 
bes of the world had been ours, though all its moun- 
s had been gold, pearls or diamonds, they would not 
been ſufficient to purchaſe one ſight of this gift, far 
a right to it. Nor could ever any motive be found 
for beſtowing this gift, but the mere ſree Ne of 
John iii. 16. God ſo loved the world, that he 
ve his only begotten Son:” As if he had ſaid, ſinee 
world-hath ng merit, nor price, worth nor motive, 
btain this bleſſing, I juſt make a free gift of him to 
world: Take him freely, poor beggars of Adam's 
Iv; take him, end he will enrich you all! And O 
ſeaſonably and unexpectedly was this gift given? 
m, when he came trembling before God after his 
looking ſor his final doom, did little expect ſuch a 
until God himſelf, to the aſtoniſhment of angels and 
promiſed the ſeed of the woman. Who could have _ 
cht that the great God would have gifted his dear 
to ſuch vile wretches, ſinners that were not ſecking 
Nay, who of mankind could have defired ſuch a 
Indeed, when we had been periſhing we might have 
d vp, and cried, O God have mercy upon us: But 
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who would have ſaid, O give the Son of thy love to beat 
the wrath due to a We neither deſerved, nor deſired 
this giſt, but God gave it moſt freely and ſurprizing!y! 
When Adam broke God's covenant, he was puriucd 
with a cry, © Adam where art thou?“ Doubtleſs, Alan 
expecied a terrible blow from the ford of juſtiee! bit, 
behold, he is purſued with a cry, and the unſpeakable 
gift in The erier's s hand! O how ſurpriſing was this to 
poor, trembling guilty Adam! What cauſe had he to 
n Thanks xe unto God for his unſpeakable gift! 
% What ſhall 1 render to the Lord for fuch a giſt! 
And the ſame cauſe have we. 

O wonderful love! this free giſt is offered freely t 
the poureſt creature of Adam's family; fo that fuch a 
one as I, am warranted to accept and embrace it, and 
make lars my intereſt in it; © Lord, I believe, help thou 


my unbelief.“ Many covet other giſts, but I covet th 


| beſt gift, this enriching ; giſt ; this is a lawful covetoul 
neſs : I receive this gift of God into my boſom, into ny 
very heart. O that I had the marks of thoſe who polle 
this gift, and are truly thankful for it! Cun I ſay, thi 
this gift is truly precious in my eyes, and that I cltcen 
it far above all temporal giſts whatſomever: "That | ar 


oft thagking upon his matchleſs excelleney, his low {if 


and condeſcending love: and do I frequently break ol 
with the Pfalmiſ., « Whom have I in heaven but thee 
« and there is none upon earth I deſire beſides thec.” 
Have 1 tow thoughts of myſelf, as unworthy that Chrk 
ſhould come under my roof, GL oning myſelf with Pa 
« the leaſt of ſaints, and chief of ſinners ?” Do In 
nounce all Chriſt's rivals and competitors, ſuch as nl 
beloved luſts, and beloved righteouſneſs? Do I counts 
my doings and duties but loſs and dung” for 1 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt! Do I take the crown off eve 
head, and put it upon Chriſt's head, and give him! 
the glory of my ſalvation, and ſay, that * in the Lo 
« Jeſus only have I righteouſneſs and firength ??? An 
careful to avoid every thing that u ould diſhonour Chril 
and do | ſay to every temptation that offers, * Mo 


„ ſhall I do this wickedneſs and lin againſt God, "I 
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Pring a reproach upon Chriſt and his ways! ; Do I re- 
Woice when Chriſt is honoured, his throne raiſed, his 
ing! ory advanced, and his LubjeQs increaſed ; and when 
iued rangers and young ones are drawn to love and admire 
Sim? Am I often ſaying, © What ſhall I render to the 
Lord for his unſpeakable giſt ?? I am at a loſs how to 
Expreſs my thankfulneſs ; I have nothing to give him: 
Dat I will render all I have to him, my foul, my body, 
ny love, my praiſes, my time, my talents, my walk and 
onverſation, Lord, accept of my two poor mites, ſoul 
„in token of my gratitude for God's redeeming 
free giſt; and make me fit for giving thee 
jor this unſpeakable, giſt: O that I 
bald apply theſe bleſſed marks to myſelf! 
And © what thanks do I owe to my dear Saviour, 
Pat ſubmitted willingly to be heaven's gift to the chil- 
ren of men; yea, frankly offered, and gave himſelf to 
a nat "SI for them, to drink of the-brook in the way, 
en the cup. of God's wrath, that we might drink the 
Pp of God's bleſſing! O hw-low way ee fall, that uo- 
ing could raiſe us up again but the low abaſement of 
ic Son of God! And O how low was the ſtep that he 
hoved to make to recover us! The Son of God moſt 
tread upon as a worm! The Almighty Phyſieian muſt. 
me from heaven, and let his heart be pierced, to pre- 
Ire a medicine to, cure our diſeaſe! He that © thought 
lit no robbery, to be equal: with God,” muſt be made 
nal to robbers and murderers ! He muſt not only ſuf- 
r death, but deſertion alſo, ſrom God, from man, 'and 
e whole. creation! He gave himſelf not only to ſuffer 
e pangs of death, but the pains of hell; not only the 
rows. of dying men, but the forrows of damned ſouls !: 


We le On” 


* 


8 2. 


printed upon the hearts of all his people, that the 
them the dying of the Lord Jeſus. As Chriſt foretoldh 


ſaid he muſt '** ſuffer many things” for his people, 
_ accordingly he did ſo: Let me view his fufferings 


Prieſt, who he is, Heb. iii. 1. -Though he calls hinly 


Prieſt, that ſuffered many things for us. He is our 9 


eſtate ;- one that comes under the moſt endearing © 
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MEDITATION XX. wag) 
From LUKE ix. 22. Hoperl. 

3 | 3 28 | Nr thir; 
pe Son of Man mull ſuffer many things. D Mou 
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UR Lord' oft ſpoke of his ſufferings to his d 
ciples, becauſe he would have them deeply u 


might always think upon them, and carry about vi 


ſufferings before hand, ſo they came exactly to paſs. | 


fore I go to commemorate them at his Table. 
1. I muſt conſider him that ſuffered many things i 
us; the Spirit of God requires us to conſider the H 


in the text the Son of Man, as to his human natur 
yet he is alſo the Son of God as to his divine natur 
yea, God equal with the Father, the great God our 9 
viour : This God-Man, the WoxDERFUL, is our Hi 


rious Immanuel, the innocent and immaculate Lamb! 1 ty 
God, thai had not the leaſt ſpot or crime of his own 155 
ſuffer for:—He is the brightpefs of his Father's g dg 
the expreſs image of his perſon ; he is the King of ki . 
and Lord of lords. He that ſuffered is he that 9 ur of | 
about always doing good to perſons of all ſorts, and! 4 «BY 
ſerved well of thoſe who perſecuted and crucified li K 


He is the great lover of mankind, and friend of ſinne Tür 
our glorious benefactor, who remembered us in our. Nan 
racters to us, as that of our Father, our Huſband, ( 
Brother, Maſter, Phyſician, Ranſomer, &c. Now, 
not a ſon be ſenſible of the ſufferings of his father, 
wife of the ſufferings of her huſband ? Or one brot 
be touched with the ſufferings of another? This is 
great High Pricſt that ſuffered many things“ for 
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t recount nor comprehend them! I may ſay he ſuffer- 
{ in both natures : Though his Godhead could not 
Froperly ſuffer grief or pain, yet it: ſuffered an eclipſe 
pr thirty-three years, except a thort time it ſhone forth 
Mount Fabor.—He ſuffered many things in his hu- 


> his di 
:eply in 
hat thi 
out wit 


mpted, calumniated, betrayed, bound, mocked, ſpit on, 


ueified.— He ſuffered in all his offices; he was mocked 


6 2. I am to conſider the many things“ he ſuffered- 
, they are fo great, fo various, and manifold I can- 


an nature, both in foul and body; he was perſecuted, 
ffeted, ſcourged, wounded, crowned with thorns, and 


ö Prophet, and bid Propheſy who ſmote him; as a 


og rieſt, he was bid ſave himſelf, ſceing he pretended to 
N . ee others; as a King, he was mocked with an old pur- 
255 | dbe and e crown: He ſuſſered in his honour and 


da Samaritan, one poſſeſſed of the devil, a blaſphzmer, 
glutton, a drunkard, a ſeducer, &c.. He was even 
erwhelmed with calumny.— He ſuſfered as a blal- 
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a oor at paſſed by, wagging their heads; his hearing, with. 
5 ut eir blaſphemous talk; his ſmell, with the noiſome ſa- 
_—_— of the ſkulls of the dead: hls taſte, with vinegar 
ified li J gall; his feeling, with thorns and nails piereing his 
of ſinne ad, hands, and ſeet. He ſuffered in the moſt: tender 
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putation, being diſgraced and reproached by men, cal- 


— 


emer againſt God, as a traitor to Cælar, and an enemy 

Moſes” law, though he was entirely free of them all.— 
was wounded and pierced . in all parts of his body, in 
s head, hands and ſeet; in his cheeks, back and ſide. 5 
He ſuffered in his outward goods, being ſpoiled of all 

ings, and even ſtript of his cloat hs to his very ſKin, 
d nailed to the croſs naked. He ſuffered in all his 
e ſenſes ; his i ght, with the ſpiteful carriage of thoſe - 


d ſinewy parts of his body by the tormenting nails, 
peclally being yoilently ſtretched out, and probably 
pointed, to make them reach to the holes; therefore - 
ſaith, Plal. xxii. 16, 17. They have digged my 
ands and my feet, I may tell all my bones; they look 
Lſtare upon me. Ile ſuffered moſt of all in his ſoul, 

its noble faculties: How great was the agony and 


wail nn ſoul, when he ſweat blood! in the gerden 
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was of his loving kindneſs from him, and all theſe divine 
; deſen{ſBucnces which might any way reſreſh his troubled ſoul 
to hehe hour of his greateſt need: And thus he fell a ſacri- 
{orlakM$-to incenſed juitice for our heinous guilt and provo- 
his pre ions. At this time a fearful black cloud was ſpread 
 anl wer the glorious Sun of Righteouſneſs, never was there 
time Wh fuch eclipſe ſeen or heard of as this! For a candle 
won Golde put out is no great matter, but ſor the ſun to be 
om hin{Wkened is very uncommon: But though ſun, moon, 
nnot WW ſtars had all been blown out at once, it would be 
ways ſo azmaing as the darkning of the eternal Sun 
ighteouſneſs upon the croſs! A firange and marvel- 


Man {uk 


rom helis fight! What meant the heat of this great anger? 
inite ji t even the Creator himſelf ſuſſer for the creature's 
ng Hey © Muſt he ſafter ſuch a load of wrath, as make him 
t bim i out to the aſtoniſhment of angels and men? . 


am to conſider the High Prieſt, and for whom it 
he ſuffered theſe great and many things. He ſuffer- 
ot for himſelf, for he never offended either againſt 
L or man, and deſerved no puniſhment. He ſuffered 
e for fallen angels, they muſt all ſuffer for them- 
es: It was only for men of Adam's race that were 
ors to jnſtice and priſoners of wrath: he ſuffered 
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for thagiercatures moſt undeſerving, for rebels, and for many 
n, or va vere his greateſt enemies: and even for theſe who 
to him e his murderers and executioners, for he both pray- 


from en 
Ss 3 one 
denied 


nd was heard for them, when they were pouring 
his blood. 7 MED AI 
Let me conſider with what affeQion he ſuffered all 


d left RF things for us. It was with ardent love to periſhing 
ans inlo, which many waters could not quench ;—with ſer- 
and all withes and longings for the hour of his paſſion, © I 
han“ ve a baptiſm to be baptiſed with, and how am I 


ſufferin! 
| power 
he ſuffe 


3 the rl 


atened until it be accompliſhed ?“ - with great li- 
ity: It is not the blood of his ſinger, or a part of 
load, that he would ſhed for us; no, he would needs 
| out all his blood, and even his heart · blood too, and 
inexori that he poured out his ſoul alſo, Iſa. li, Why 
him, ſod he be ſo liberal? that with him there might be 
all the uteous redemption,” Pſal. xxx. 7.—He ſuffered 
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through all the pores of his body! O how great was the 
anguill of his mind upùn his heavenly Eather's deſert- 
ing him, which made him ſend ſorth a dreadful cry to hes. 
ven for relief My God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken 
© me?” Then it was he cricd and groancd under his pref. 
ſure, but no relief appeared; there was none to anſwer, 
every door was ſhut againſt him: For at'this time his 
own Son, his own heaven, his own Father, bis own Gods 
head, did all hide their faces and conſolations from him! 
O the many things he ſuffered for us, they:cannot be 
numbered! a eee $7.55 | 18 "UE: 

3. Jam to conſider from whom the Son of Man ſuf- 
fered. He ſuffered from all hands, ſrom earth, from hell, 
ſrom heaven; from men, from devils, from infinite jul- 

_ tice. He ſuffered from all ſorts of men, from king Herod ns? M 
and his men of war; who mocked him and ſet him at ry out t 
nought; from the Jewiſh Prieſts and rulers, who cruclly WM 4: I at 
uſed: and proſecute him to death; from governor Pilate, as he ſi 
who ſcourged and condemned him to be crucified : He not fo 
ſuffered from the Jews and from the Romans, from the od or n 
elergy and from the lawyers, from foldiers and fervants ne for 
from great ones and commons, and even from theſe he ves: I 
had done much good unto.— He ſuffered from , theſe Hebtors t 
whom he came to ſave and waſh by his blood ; for there r ereati 
vere three thouſand of theie who erueiſied him, or were at were 
active in his ſufferings, that were convertedeto him by ere his 
Peter's ſermon, Acts ii. He ſuffered not only from ene. and w 
mies, but ſrom profeſſed friends and diſciples; one ot his b 
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theſe betrayed and ſold him, another of them denied and 5: Let 
abjured him, and all the reſt forſook him, and left bin eſe thir 


alone to ſuffer in the midſt of devils and ruffians inſult 
ing over him. He ſuffered from the devils, and all the 


uls, wh; 
nt will. 


powers of hell; theſe dogs and Bulls of Baſhan” were have a 
all let lodſe to tear and gore him In his laſt ſufferings /{Wſiraiten, 


for this”? (he ſaid) was their © hour and power elrality: 
% darkneis.“ But, which was worſt of all, he ſuffereiſ = blood, 
alſo ſrom heaven; for he being ſubſtituted in the roonghur out 
of finners, a juſt and holy God ated: as an inexorablefth that 
Judge towards him, he frowned terribly upon him, ſmotepuld he 
him with the frord of juſtice, and withdrew all che ſc i flentec 
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ng of his loving kindneſs from him, and alk theſe divine 
fluences which might any way reſreſh his troubled ſoul 


n the hour of his greateſt need: And thus he fell a ſaeri- 
de to incenied juſtice for our heinous guilt and provo- 
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preſ. Nations. At this time a fearful black cloud was ſpread 
wer, rer the glorious Sun of Righteouſneſs, never was there 
ne bis ny fuch eclipſe ſeen or heard of as this! For a candle 
Goc o be put out is no great matter, but ſor the fun to be 


arkened is very uncommon: But though ſun, moon, 
nd ſtars had all been blown out at once, it would be 
o ways ſo azmaing as the N of the eternal Sun 
righteouſneſs upon the croſs! A ſtrange and marvel- 
dus fight! What meant the heat of this great anger? * 


w him! 
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in ſuf. 
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te jul- {Wluſt even the Creator himſelf ſuffer for the creature's 
Herod us? Muſt he ſuffer. ſuch a load of wrath, as make him 
him at ry out to the aſtoniſhment of angels and men ? ö 

-ruclly 4. Lam to conſider the High Prieſt, and for whom it 


Pilate, as he ſuffered theſe great and many things. He ſuffer- 


d: He not for himſelf, for he never offended either againſt 
om the od or man, and deſerved no puniſhment. He ſuffered 
rvants ne for fallen angels, they muſt all ſuffer for them- 
heſe he es: It was only for men of Adam's race that were 
/ theſeMdtors to jnſtice and priſoners of wrath: he ſuffered 
r thereſhr ereatures moſt undeſcrving, for rebels, and for many. 
or were at were his greateſt enemies: and even for theſe who 
him by ere his murderers and executioners, for he both pray- 


m ene. and was heard for them, when they were Pourmng 


one oi his blood. | | 
ied andes Let me conſider with what neee he ſuffered 1 
eft binWecle things for us. It was with ardent love to periſhing 
inſult- Mels, which many waters could not quench ;—with ſer- 
all theſhnt ler and longings for the hour of his paſſion, © 1 
v' were have a baptiſm to be baptiſed with, and how am 1 
erings'{Wſlraitened until it be accompliſhed ??—with great li- 
ower elrality: It is not the blood of his ſinger, or a part of 
ſuffered blood, that he would ſhed for us; no, he would needs 


1e roo{Wur out all his blood, and even his heart blood too, and 
xorableſhtk that he poured out his ſoul alſo, Iſa. liii. Why 
n, ſmotepuld he be ſo liberal? that with him there might be 
che ſecl plentec * Pſal. cxxx. 7.—He ſuffered 


& SACRAMENT, AL 


—— — * 


with great meekneſs, patienee, and reſignation; when *--. 
ſuffercd he threatned not, but was led as a flicep to th 9% 7 
laughter, dumb, not openipg.his mouth: — With gr 2 
© humility. and ſelf denial, content to be as * a worm an 4 
„no man,” to bring glory, to his Father :— With = 
tlürſty zcal for the ſalvation of ſouls, and for complei pln 
ing the work of our-redemption; and hene it was, He En 
| cried on the croſs I thirſt,” and glad when be coul 92 2 
„elt is finiſhed,” 
0. what cauſe have I. to obey his dying charge, to ol I 
to his memorial feaſt, and to think upon and wonder . 
the matchleſs love of Chriſt, that made him. willing * 
* ſo many things for ſuch wretched creatures a al hint 
He knew well enough beſore-hand what our faly ned un 
"or would colt him, yet he willingly undertook it, a b ni 
ing upon the very firſt motion of it; Lo I am cone reed 5. 
But ſaith God to him, If you will engage in this wor . 7 
you. muſt underly my wrath, and be handled as if ye fered h. 
were the ſinnex in law: Well, faith Chriſt, 1 comet IPL 1 
do thy will, O God;” I am fatisfied with the term bs Us 
Let thezeup be never fo. bitter, I will drink it, « We: «tic | 
' theſe miſerable creatures. do it. O loving High Pri Win 
| how-ſhall I think of thy ſufferings without raptures( borred 
love and admiration! 1 had been in hell if thou ha baked 
not been in an agony here! Ihad been for ever ſcorch ab 
there, if thou hadſt not ſweat here! yea, not only I. 3 
all the polierity « of Adam had-periſhed if thou hadſt i Eu . 
| Tuffered theſe many things for. them: Surely the weig en 1 
ol wrath which made thee, heavy, and cauſcd Bed ied: h. 
to the ground, ſweat, groan and ery, would have ; ins 
alt. mwaykind, into bell for ever. O. what e er 
© muſt i it be to refuſe Chrift's. offers and 5 of al g. Mar 
f tion, after what he. has. ſuffered to purchaſe it! * ive fall 
at ſo muct paips to obtain redemption for,us, an 4 ier 4 
| ve be at no pains to, get an incereſt 1 in it; Did Fe allen ſo 
3 "ok and,wall not I e tears? Lord iy this hough t 
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N F. rom Joun xviit. 4. 
5 inning all toy that ſhould come upon Lim, wer 
+ D{ WE. 2 Sc. 


HRIS T forcknew all his ſufferings, with all their 
ingredients, before they came upon him; yet he 
ullingly and reſolutely went forth to meet thera, He 
il not flee, nor hide himſelf from his perſecutors, but 


'©, tog 
onder 
illing | 


res 28 


ir faul himſelf in their way. He ſaw the cup of wrath 
Jy 0 ned and ready for him, and now as it were, he reaches 
; 2 th his hand to take it. When the people would have 


2 reed him to a crown, he hid himſelf from them, John 
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comet 
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u, 
h Priel 
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ou ha 
ſcorcht 
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ſered himſelſ to them, knowing that his hour was come 
) fulfil his ſuretyſhip for us, and compleat our redemp- 
on. Upon this account he made his ſufferings welcome, 
nd the paſſover that introduced them, Luke xxii. 15. 
With deſire have I deſired to cat this paſſover.” He 
dhorred all counſels that tended to hinder him, and 
buked Peter as ſmartly for diſuading him from ſuffer- 
g, as he would have done Satan himfelf, Matt. xvi. 23. 
nd though all his diſciples would have diſſuaded him, 
phn xi. 8. he marched with great ſorwardneſs to Jeru- 


EY lem, where he ſoretold the bloody tragedy was to be 
e fed; he haſtened to the field of battle, and Place of 
8 ering : Yea, he went ſo faſt to it, that his diſciples 
87 clan ere amazed at it, and aſraid to follow him, Matt. xx. 
Voi 8, Mark x. 32. T hey were behind him, and would 
525 ae ſallen behind altogether, had it not been ſor ſhame, 
I ke ſh dd let him go alone; they were amazed to ſee a man 


aſten ſo faſt to a bloody death: But he would not ſtop, 
hough they had all left him, as they did afterwards. 
nd when his time was come to be apprehended, he 
ould neither let Peter defend him, nor Angels reſcue 
Win, though there were twelve legions at his call: One 
inge] would have been ſufficient to do it, or one word 


j. 15. But when they would force him to a croſs, he 
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with great meekneſs, patience, and reſignation ; when h 
fuffercd he threatned not, but was led as a flicep to th 
ſlaughter, dumb, not opening his mouth Wich gr 
humility. and ſelt denial, content to be as © a worm an 
„no man,” to bring glory, to his Father :— With 
tlürſty zcal for the ſalvation of ſouls, and ſor complea 
ing the work of our redemption: and henoe it was, 
cried on the croſs „1 thirſt,” and glad when he. coul 
ſay, It is finiſhed,” | - 
Qu what cauſe have I.to obey his dying charge, to g 
to his memorial feaſt, and to think upon and wonder 
the matchleſs love of Chriſt, that made him willingt 
ſuffer ſo many things for ſuch wretched creatures a 
ain. He knew well enough before-hand what our ſal 
Top would coſt him, yet he willingly undertook it, fy 
ing upon the very firſt motion of it; Lo I am come 
| But ſaith God to him, If you will engage in this wor 
you. muſt underly my wrath, and be handled as if yi 
were the ſinnex in law: Well, ſaith Chriſt, “1 come. 
% do thy will, O God; ” T am ſatisſied with the term 
Let theʒ eup be never ſo bitter, I will drink it, e 
theſe miſerable creatures do it. O loving High Prid 
how-ſhall I think of thy ſufferings without raptures( 
love and admiration! I had been in hell if thou ha 
not been in an agony here! 'Fhad been for ever ſcorcht 
there, if thou hadſt not ſw cat here! yea, not only I. 
all the poſierity of Adam had periſhed if thou hadſt 
oy ſuffered theſe many things for. them: Surely the vel 
ol wrath-which made thee, heavy, and cauſcd thee {i 
to the ground, ſweat, groan and cry, would have {ut 
alt wauk ind into, hell, for ever.—O: what ingratitul 
muſt 3 it be to reſdſe Chrift's offers and terms of {all 
tion, after what he has ſuffered to purchaſe it! Was 
at ſo much: | pains to. obtain redemption for,us, and " 
ve be at no pains to get an incereſ 1 in it; 7 Did he fi 
* blood, and,wall not 1 Soph ert? 7 Lek PI this het 
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MEDITA TION XXI. a” 5 
F rom Joux xvili, 4. 


us rowing all things that ſhould come upon him, 9 | 
$ Forth ce 7 


HRIST forcknew all his ſuſerings, with all ther : 
ingredients, before they came upon him; yet he 
nllingly and reſolutely went forth to meet them, © He 
ill not flee, nor hide himſelf from his perſecutors, but 
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U aſt himſelf in their way. He ſaw the cup of wrath 
BY” ixed and ready for him, and now as 1t, were, he reaches 


th his hand to take it. When the people would haye | 


eon reed bim to a crown, he hid himſelf from them, John 


1 . 15. But when they would force him to a croſs, he 
8 flered himſelſ to them, knowing that his hour was come 


8 fulfil his ſuretyſhip for us, and compleat our redemp- 


& term 
on. Upon this account he made his ſufferings welcome, 
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h Pris the paſſover that introduced them, Luke xxii. 15. 
"tures With deſire have I deſired to cat this paſſover.” He 
8 b. bhorred all counſels that tended to hinder him, and 
ſcorch tbuked Peter as ſmartly for diſuading him from ſuffer- 
ly LM s he would have done Satan himfelf, Matt. xvi. 23. 
5 a ad though all his diſciples would 12798 difſuaded him, 
weil thn xi. 8. he marched with grent ſorwardneſs to Jeru- 
thee em, where he ſoretold the bloody tragedy was to be 


ed; he haſtened to the field of battle, and place of 
ering : Yea, he went ſo faſt to it, that his diſciples 
cre amazed at It, and afraid to follss him, Matt. xx. 
g. Mark x. 32 They were behind him, and would 
ave fallen behind altogether, had it not been for ſhame, 
nd let him go alone; they were amazed to ſee & man 
aſten ſo ſaſt to a bloody death: But he would'not ſtop, 
hough they had all feſt him, as they did afterwards. 
ind when his time was come to be apprehended, he 
ould neither let Peter defend him, nor Angels reſcue 
im, though there were twelve legions at his call: One 
inge] would have been ſufficient to do it, or one word 
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play the glory 
55 Tied by our ſins; it would highly magniſy his love 
This ſheep;“ John x. I lay down my life for my {hey 
1 do it of myſelf, freely, without compulſion : It » 
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from his own mouth; bot, ſaith he, “ The cup my 
« ther hath given me to drink, ſhall I not drink it!“ 
Wberefore, when they accuſed him of blaſphemy again 
God, and of enmity to Cælar and Moſes? law, and thin 


he was perfectly innocent of, he would make no leg | 


defence to ſave his life before Pilate, but held his peaq 
in ſo much that Pilate marvelled greatly, He mig 
think it was caſy to him:to anſwer all they ſaid, but! 

knew not the reafon of our Lord's ſilence, viz. "thath 
would do nothing to hinder the clect's redemprio 
which he had undertaken, —And, as he was ſilent befo 
Pilate ſo was he before divine juſtice, and would do u 


© thing to divert the ſtroke: Soon might he have reſeut 


himfelf when juſtice drew the fword, by ſaying, © 
00 ther, theſe ſins are not mine: No, he.is ſilent, 4 
takes with the charge, as if he had committed themal 
On me, ſaith he, be the curſe; I will be the ſacrificeſ 


i theſe loſt ſheep. O love unſpeakable! 


The reaſons of my Saviour's willingneſs to ſuffer 


obvious: he knew it was his father's will he ſhould {i 


Ter, ard thenefore he faid, Pſalm xl. I delight to 4 
thy will, O my God,” He knew it would greatly 0 
of the divine attributes, that was f 


neceſſary to make his ſacrifice acceptable and well plef 
ing unto God. The } cathens would not offer n ſacrifi 


to their gods that came ſtruggling unto the altar; 
every ſacrifice offered to the true God muſt be a fre 
will offering, as we would have it of a [weet. ſmelling! 
vour unto him. Thus Chriſt hath taught ps by bis“ 
_ ample, and upon this account God hath twice proclai 
ed from Mee, be „This 1 MY beloved Son, 1 in hon 


«am 2 ing 


O was Chrift's nie el to {offer for "ks ſo we 


pleaſing t to the Father, and ſhall ; it not render him m- 
_amiable and lovely to us? Surely the Mediator's fri 


ard chearſul undertaking to ſuffer ſo, much for us, wht 
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MEDITATIONS. *. 
my H and doth command raptures of love and praife from 
it!“ Neben we cclebrate his holy ſupper. What a moving 
a gainWhi is it to the eye of ſaith, to behold our glorious Em- 
| thinWaucl voluntarily ſtating bimfelf in our law. room, with ⸗ 

no leo 8 folicting of any creature, and engaging. chear- 
s peaoWly to go through Sätan's buffetings, death's pangs, 
e mig Nen flames for us! With what "eleratct thoughts | 


, but iii raiſed affe&ions, ſhould we admire, love and praiſe 
that Mfrueifted Jeſus, who did all this willin; Z) and unre- 
mptioſſhred for us! Oh, he never had ſo good will to cat 
t beſo 


en hungry, "as he had to ſuffer and latisſy juilice for 


do Hence he ſaid, © my meat is to do the will of him, 


; reſcvMhat: ſent me, and to finiſh his work, * Jobn i iv. 34. 
„ „ee is food moſt delicious for faith to "Br upon at the 
ent, Aeemer's Table. — Again ſrom this willingneſs ef, 
them Wriſt to ſuffer for us J have good ground to conclude 


rifice | willingneſs to receive us when we come to him by 


h to partake of the ſruits of his ſufferings. O how 


ſuffer i any believer, or ſenſible ſinner, queſtion or doubt o 
ould Mriſt's willingneſs to help and fave them, who was ſo. 
:ht to ling to offer himfelf a ſacrifice to juſtice for them? 
catly ely he is far more willing to fave, than any ſinner 


was u repent or believe. And from this I will take my 


is love Nouragement to come to him: Since my loying Jeſus 
ny ſhe e willingly as a lamb to the {laughter for finners, 1 
: It ug venture, with humble confidence, to 8⁰ to this meek, 
vell. Pes paſſionate, ſweet · natured lamb, for pity and help i in 
1 ſac ri ume of my need, truſting he will not reject me, nor 
altar; 


that comes to him upon his call in the goſpel. © A 
lieve, Lord help my unbelief. 

did Chriſt ſuffer the pains of death and hell ſo wile , 
ly for us, and ſhall not we be willing to ſuffer the re- 
ches'or revilings of men, or any other perſecution 
him? And when any fuch injuries are done. tous, 
ve not bear them with meekneſs and patience after 
it's example, who ſubmitted chearfully to every 
Ig he knew to be his Father's will? though he was 
Ay innocent. and met wich the greateſt provoca- 
from wicked men, yet he patiently bore them; 
8 * as Out of his Father's hand, who had mingled | 


ze a fre 
nelling! 
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den, as thou didſt in the church! I didſt not ſo {oa 


to GC lor us, and chide my heart for its unyilliogre! 


the cup for him. Therefore, when he was reviled, 
reviled not again; he could have told Pilate, Guiophil 


Surely 


it of re] 


and his other periccutors what ſort of men they were ſerve 
yet he opened not his mouth, but went willingly ast s the u 
lamb to the {laughter. O that we could imitate be wie 
meekneſs, patience, and willingneſs of the Lamb of Col © four 
in all the lufferings he calls us to. _ dead li 
O did Chriſt delight to do his Father's will, and g. leaſed v 
willingly through the moſt hard and dime taſk Merrible 
ſweating, bleeding, and dy ing for us? and ſhall we fin | curſes 
ſo. little delight in doing his will, and performing the auſe of 
duties which lead to communion and fellowthip with hin Lord 
as prayer, praiſe, reading, hearing or communicating fee th. 
Did Chriſt come ſo chearfully to die for us, and ſhall ing le 
go o backwardly and unwillingly to his Table to enjoy leſſing 0 
fellowſhip with him, when he invites us to it? O whit unſpea 
a ſhameful requital is this! May not Chriſt iay, Is thi 
thy kindnels to thy friend?” When the Father calle 
me to ſuffer, and drink the cup. of trembling for the L 
how readily did I echo back, © I come, lo I come, to ol 
"oh thy will I take delight ! But when I call thee to pra) ; 
or communNicate, how backward and dead hearted all H! 
thou in that work? I did not weary ſo ſoon in the gar Tit 


weary on the croſs, as thou doſt in thy clofet! I » 'O 1 
Jonger 1 m my agony, 0 reſtling under the wrath of 6 N 
for thee, than ever thou walt 1 in wreſtling 1 in * fol They ha 
thy Bal +: hunion 1 
Did Chriſt offer his thevifice ſo willingly for us, d they 
then let me go to God my Saviour, with the faerifice NMeatly t 
myſelf and my duties, with a ready and chearful heart er take 
„ God loveth a chearful giver.” As Amaziah offere It is C1 

- himſelf willingly unto the Lord, 2 Chron. xvii. 16. aue ſoul, 
David ſaith, Aecept of the free-will offerings of mee in 
mouth. Pfalm cxix. 108. O that with like willingnels arkens 
could offer my1elf, my heart. and my ſacrifices of pray dions. 
and praiſcs unto the Lord: And when I ſeel any relu ball J ſt 


rancy and backwardneſs of ſpirit to duty, let me till eie dar 


to mind how willingly Chriſt offered himſelf a Tacrif "Dp pf 
A Cl 


HEDITATIONS by 


gurely it is much for the honour of God, and the ere- 
it of religion, as it is molt juſt and reaſonable in itlelf, 

ſerve God with joyfulneſs, who has willingly given 
s the unſpeakable giſt of his dear Son to die for us. 
he wicked and profane are ready to reproach religion 
s a ſour. and melancholy thing, when we ſerve God in 
dead-hicarted manner; and God himſelf is highly diſ- 
leaſed with us for it, as is evident from that long and 


led, he 
aiapha 
y were 
gly asf 
ate the 
of Gol 


and gt 


taſk rrible chapter, the 28th of Deuteronomy, that is full 
we ful curſes and threatened judgments, ver. 47. where the 
ing the auſe of all is given, „ Becauſe thou ſervedſt not the 
ich hin Lord thy God with joyfulneſs and gladneſs of heart.“ 
icatingince the Sacrament is called the Euchariſt or Thankſ. 


wing let me go to it with a joyful and thankful heart, 


ſhall ut 1 
eng God for Chriſt, © O thanks be to God for his 


to enjo 

O «ha unſpeakable gift.“ Amen. 
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r calle . mpownatapenm Gags 


Or they 
ic, to d 


MEDITATION XXII. 


to pra From Jon xvi. 5. 

rted af Big | J | / | 

the gat It is expedient for you that 1 go auway.— 

To loot 8 3 | Gas $5 $97 ; | 
! I JN TO wonder that ſorrow filled the diſciples hearts at 
_ | the intimation of Chriſt's departure from them: 


hey had enjoyed a ſweet time with him at the com- 
nunion table; his preſence with them was their heaven, 
nd they cannot think of parting with him: They are 
reatly troubled, that he will neicher ſtay ſtill with them, 
or take them away with him; * nevertheleſs,” ſaith he, 
lit is expedient for you that I go away.“ — Lord, ſaith 
© ſoul, how is it expedient for me to be left behind 
bee in a ſlate of corruption, with, indwelling fin that 


ayer fo 


p us, | 
erifice0 
1 heart 
1 offerc 
16. an 
s of m 


ingneſs erkens my mind, deadens my heart, diſorders my af- 
F praye edions. and indiſpoſes me for ſpiritual work? How 
i reluÞal J ſtay behind thee, amidſt Satan's temptations and 


ſtill calÞery darts, flying thick about me? Muſt I abide in that 

Tacrihd Sp where that enemy hath his circuit, and ſtill rang- 
- = F 1 Cay g 2 

about devour rg . n ? Could I win 


linguel 
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away wah Chrift, I would be quite out of the reach! Z dhe | 
his ſhot. Lord, either ſtay with me, or take meu b pod of = 
thee — Ob, muſt I ſtay behind thee amidſt the inte 8 een life 
defilements and en{naring examples of an ungodly world © 35® 
When J open my eyes here, what will meet them bull 4 208 
multitudes wallowing in pride, ſenſuality, covetouſnel; 1 
injuſtice, malice, envy, drunkenneſs, gluttony, unclean ENS 
neſs, contempt of God and religion? Muft 1 ſtay to a DN 
this horrible fight, the whole world lying in wicked non ledg 
neſs! Muſt J ſtay to hear God daily diſſionoured by th ah ; my 
| tongues of the ungodly ? Muſt I ſtay to fee Chiriſt flight We 01 
ed, wounded, and crucified afreſh by wicked men? ( 0 de chi 
What danger will I be in of being infected by their ei 1722 
amples ! Bat, Lord, if 1 could win away with thee,! dw and 
would be quite out of hazard, and out of fight of tl apy tag 
wickedneſs of the world. —How flall I lay behind the: d heavea 
in ſuch an earthly tabernacle, to be burdened wit rſeftio! 
| bodily diſtreſſes, ſickneſs, pains, and manifold com rre hin 
plaints ; and amidſt . loſſes, eroſſes, and dil D my NA 
appointments from the creature? Ho ſhall I flay t es my 
ſee ſuch melancholy diviſions, contentions, debates, an dee 
ſeparations, as fall out among the people of God in ding. f 
Chriſt's abſence? Muſt I ſtay behind thee to ſuffer in be leſt 
juries, reproaches, crucl mockings, bad uſage an F yer: ee of al 
ſecutions, both from the tongues and bands of men? ard Fe wit 
ſometimes to be torn as ith the teeth of wild beaſts! But 41 
Hence this world is called “ a den of lions, and mounts Ir a tim 
tain of leopards,” Cant. iv. 8. Oh, could I win aw races. 
to heaven with Chriſt, L would ſee no lion nor le: par! Fereiſe: 
there. There is none to hurt or deſtory | in all God's ander 
holy Mountain above. pay abe 
Have I ſeen the King in his beautr, and muſt Ib: fue, 
Jeſt behind him ? Hath the Communion' Table been like + glopit 
Mount Tabor, v here he was tran>hzured before my | the d 
eyes, with bis countenance ſhining, FRI his raiment will; 1 
white as light? And muit I go 3 ſrom the Mount lor th 
again to a land of darkneſs, of drought, and of perplcs: thy .p! 
ing doubts and fears, where I ſhall meim go mourn V. 5 
Ihg without the ſun; yea neither ſun nor ſtars appear 8 of 
ing to me for many tage? Nuit I be put to walk witly my: 


heavy 


— — 
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each t. the light of God's countenance, and without the 
- up ; | pod of my toul, COMMUNION With my God ? After have. 


A. ſeen. lifted up, mult I lay my account with being caſt 7 
"ov" again; perhaps into depths like theſe of Alaph, 
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world 5 1 4 N pt 
em bulk lalm Jxxvii. or like theſe of Ilemap, Pſalm IXX XVII. 
af ith fears of ſinking in them, and of falling ſhort of 

2uinels V nd. 5 

nel eau en for ever? Could I win away with Chriſt, I would 


e at once delivered from all theſe fears. —Here my 


Sz: f non ledge of God is ſmall, and oft obſcured with dark- 
wicked + e 5 4 | MM 

] efs : my faith is weak, and oft in hazard of being over- 
dy the ; . "I... 7 — b ö 0 ' * 
flight bme with unbelief; here my love 1s cold, and oft like 


p be chilled with froſt winds from Satan and the world: 
y prayers oft are formal and wandering, my praiſes 
pw and flat; here my beſt wiſhes are attended with 
jany ſhort comings and defects: But O if I could win 
d heaven with Chriſt, where grace and holineſs are in 
rfeflion,, F-would. praiſe him without wandering, and 
ree him without ſin for ever! Here fin ſtill cleaves : 


en? 0 
\eIr er 
thee, | 
of tht 
1d thee 


d with 


| com. b, Nn or ever! | 

d oY nature, mixes itſelf with my ſervices, and de- 

la » t0 jes my beſt duties; Here I flill carry about with: _ | 

es 1 e a deeeitful heart, whereby Jam in hazard of back. 
? | 


ding from God, and miſcarrying for ever, ſhould: | 
be left to. it: But O were I with Chriſt, F Would be 


30d in 


EF in. 5 1 . « % 5 g 5 
+ per. ce of all thelc anxious. thoughts and tears. Lord, ſtay ; 
nm? and 7 re with me, or take me up to thee. N £1. * 1 
beaſts! Vet thou ſayeſt, It is expedient for me to ſtay behind 


ra time. Why, Lord? Muſt I ſtay that my travelling 


mM out . | 1 vel 
Ks: Faccs, my faith, hope, and patienee may be tried and 
r Neręiſed here below, and thereby gradually ſtrengthen- | 
l God! | and ripened. for the perfect ſtate ? Muſt L ſtay that. 1 , 


hay be conlormed to my Head both in ſerving and ſuf. 
fring and that thy. wiſdom, power, and mercy, may 
e Norified. in conducting and preſerving me through 
| the difficulties and dangers.of this wilderneſs? © Thy 

will, Lord; be done,“ only leave me not alone; but 


oft Ib 
en like 
ore my 


*a1ment de gon. I | 
Mount of thy name's ſake lead me and guide me.” Or, is 


thy pleaſurc to ſuſpend my heaven for a while, that 
may promote thy glary on.carth, be uſeful to the, 
als of others, and recommend my dear Redeemer to 
foſe,, who know him not, which is a work I cannot do- . 
heaven? O fit me ſor it by thy grace, and fill me i 
* HI 2 | | — ? 
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with zeal for thy glory. O let thy kingdom come upon 
earth, that the kingdom of glory may be haſtened. 
Thou ſayed, it is expedient for thee, to go away, 
Why? Lord; muſt thou thyſelf be thy peoples forerun- 
ner to carry tidings to heaven of their compleat re- 
demption, and of their coming after thee in their ſeve- 
ral generations? Muſt thou go to open the paſſage and 
and pave the way for acceſs to their perſons and duties 
and prepare rooms and Jodgings for them againſt the 
time they come home? — Muſt thou go away to be a 
public agent and interceflor for thy people under all 
their trials and toſſings here below, and likewiſe to pro- 


yon ma 
> whom. 
Dl and ce 
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vide and ſurniſh a rich and glorious Communion Table and 7 
for them in thy Father's. houſe above? Lord, ſend thy pm prot; 
| Noly Spirit to fit and prepare me and many others {or Fare | 
that blcfſed entertainment.—Lord, when thou ſaidſt, 2 
It is expedient for you that I go away; thou didi 05 a 
add, for * If I go not away, the Comforter will not come . 45 8 
* unto you!” Why !'it was ſo agreed in the council of a 1 7 
the Trinity, that the ſending the of Spirit in his plentiful rejoi 
effuſion, which was to be the purchaſe of Chriſt's death Biſ-" Chri 
ſhould be given in an anſwer to his interceſſion, when Fa 
he entered within the vail, John xiv. 16. And the Spi i 2 
rit was to make uſe of it as an argument for convincing E An 
the world of the perfection and acceptableneſs of of tai 
Chriſt's ſacrifice, that Chriſt was now received and wel- n 
comed ito heaven. Likewiſe the Spirit was to be given ncls. t 


only upon Chriſt's aſcenſion to ſupply the want of bis 
bodily preſence to the church, as being ſar better ſor WF 
them, ſceing Chriſt's. bodily preſence could be in one ; 
place only at once, but the Spirit is in every place to 
animate and put liſe in ordinances. May the church 
have this fruit of Chriſt's aſcenſion fill more and more. 


Lord, though thou haſt gone away ſor neceſſary ends, 
vet thy marriage contract with thy people, and the 
loye-tokens thou giveſt them in the Sacrament, are a ſure | 
pledge of thy returning to pay them a comfortable vil *+ w 
at laſt, 'according to that ſweet word, John xiv. 3. *2 N hon, 
I go and prepare a place for you, 1 will come again AA * 


and receive you to myſelf, that where I am, there 4 


_— — — 
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away, whom Chriſt's vilit at his ſecond coming, will be joy- 
run and comfortable. Let me examine myſelf after the“ 
i re. Nerament, if I have the marks of ſuch. Am I eſpouſed 
lere. Cbrift? Have Ja high eſteem! of the bridegroom? 
e ande ſubſeribed the marriage- contract and gone into 
atics Ibrig's terms? Do I heartily approve the whole cons 
} the Vance of redempcion, through the ſuretyſhip and 
be a | ohteoulnels: of Chriſt? Have I rehounced my owns 
er all Nabteoufnefs, my beloved fins, and all Chriſt's enemies? 
o pro. Do L mourn for the injuries down to Chriſt: by my- 
Table H and others, and rejoice when his intereſt and king- 
d thy pm proſper in the world? Do I mourn for Chriſt's de- 
rs lor wb and the withdrawing of bis Spirit from ordi- 
ſaid, Nudes, or from my own ſout? Do I thirſt for more ha- 
2 didit cls in heart and life, and for greater conformity and 
a Keneſs to: the glorions bridegroom? Then l may ex pecx 
neil of s viſit and return. will be comfortable to me, and L 
-ntifal N frejoi:e in the view and expectation of it, and au- 3 
death, er Chrift when he faith, Rev. xxil. 20. Surely I L 
when {Meme quickly; Amen, even ſo come Lord Jeſus.“ Is. 
e Spi- forerunner now gone away? Let me follow him as 
ineing plely and ipecdily as I can; let me follow him in the 
oſs of o faith, in thee way of obedience, in the way of ſuf- 
d wel- ag in the way of patience, . prayer; reſignation, de- 
given Bi acts. to the world, heavenly-mindedneſs, &e. 
of bis to op 11 fg - 
ter for i — — 3 5 
in one INTL GT 12 D Ron 
ace e IFEDIT ATION NA 
church From Ios. il. 19: | 
more. ti hg. a ts THAO i 
y end Tull beeroth rhee unto me for euer. 
a ſure I BIGATL thought herſelf highly; honoured, by D. 
le vil vid's propoſing to match with her: But much 
3. <1: honoured are we, apoſtate finhers of Adam's ſami- 
agen be eternal Son of God his propoſing to match | 
there; u and courting us ſo carneſily; when he negleck- 


| "gels: that ſcemed to be a fitter. match ſor him in 
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reſpett of the ſuperior: dignity. of their nature. Vet all chou 5 
thele he would paſs by, and match with worms !—0 Wireatics 
how amazing is this ſtep! that the heavenly bridegroom; belief a1 
whoſe kingdom is mighty, his riches infinite, and bis match 
beauty ſurpaſſing; that he ſhould chooſe a bride natur. friends, 
ally polluted, deformed, uncomely, and black as hell! Mhbctween 
and that he ſhould ſeck her through a ſea of blood, ther, an 
through the pains of death, the horrors of.the grave, and Flo ſhey 
torments of hell! And da many {lights and reſuſas, Mangels, 
that he ſhould follow her in her wanderings through the Wot parti 
wilderneſs of ſin, with his charming invitations, and al- ments d 
1uring offers in the golpel, preſenting her with the rings {brought 
and bracelets of his. precious promiſes and Spirit's cou Wſaying, / 
ſolations; and all to win her heart and gain her conſent] 
to him ow aſtoniſhing is it to ſee this glorious per- 
ſon coming over all objections from the blackneſs, guilt 
Poverty, and unworthinels of the bride, ſaying, though 
ſhe be black, I will make her comcly through my come. 
lineſs put upon her! Though ſhe be mean, I will make 
her noble! Though a ſlave, I will make her free! 
'Thovgh a fool, I will make her wiſe !, Though a bank 
rupt, I will pay all her debt! Come here law, juſtice, 
and all her ereditors, here full ſatis faction, of all thats 
due to you, take it and write her diſcharge | Now, © who 
*« can lay hay, thing to the charge of God's cle. ; 
Chriſt's bride ?—Behold God diſplay ing his free love hert 
to the utmoſt? He never diſplayed his other attributes 
to the utmoſt, infinite wiſdom could have contrived tet 
thouſgnd worlds more beautiful than this, and infinit 
power could have produced them. But here infinite lot 
and mercy hath gone to the vtmoſt; a greater demon 
ſtration of his love Chriſt could not give, than by lea. 
ing heaven, aſſuming. a body, and giving his life for the 
bride, nay wading through hell for her, and in face 
all diſcouragements couruny and Eat her t 
himſelf for ever! e 
After many meetings, treaties, „ tryſts with 
Fame, the Bridegroom | is come again to court a bride, and 
| Has ſent his friends in his name to demand her conſent 
| faying as they did to Rebekah, Gen. xxiv. 58. Wil 
A thou go with this man?” Poor w oman, lad, laſs, \ ail 


_— 
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et all chou yield to this glorious Immanuel; many former 
!—() rceaties have been broke off by the devil, the world un- 
room, belief and an ill heart! Oh, will not the long fpoken of 
d bis match hold at length! Miniſters, the Bridegroom's 
natur. ſriends, are doing their beſt to draw on another meeting 
hell! between parties. — Chriſt, I ſec, is content to hold ano- 


blood, ther, and it may be the laſt tryſt he will ſet with many. 
e, and To ſhew his earneſtneſs, he hath conveened his eas, 
ſuſals, angels; ſaints, and ambaſſadors, to witneſs the ſincerity 
gh the {of parties; he hath put on his ſcarlet robes, his gar- 


ind al- ments dipt in blood, to win ſinners hearts; he hath 


> rings brought the marriage contract and ſpread it before them, 
s col Wſlaying, © What think ye of its articles and terms? Are 
onſent N ye pleaſed with them? Are ye content to break with 
is per. fin and all my enemies? to renounce the world, ſelf- 
, guilt, “ righteouſneſs, and all other lovers? to fall in with the 
 hough e felf-denying way of ſalvation through a borrowed 
eome · “ righteouſneſs? to accept of me in all my offices? to 


1 make 


live wholly upon your huſband, borrow all from him, 
free! 


bank: der of your ſoul and body to him, and ſeal a covenant 
juſtice, with him at his Table! Are you reſolved to be faith- 
that i ſul to your huſband, cleave to him all the days of your 
„who life, and be oft looking out for his, ſecond coming: 
cle," WF And in the mean time to be oft commemorating his 
ve her FF ſufferings, conflicts, conqueſts, and atchievements, and 


ributes 
ved ten 


"the Sacrament with a believing, penitent and thank- 
inſinite 


"jul heart? Now, what is your anſwer? Lay your 


ite lov hand to your heart,” JIE 2 
emos Lord, unworthy as J am, I deſire to go forward 
oy lea hrough all difficulties, impediments and diſcourage- 
for tlehnents, and fay with Rebekah, when called to anſwer, 
face oF" in go with the man:“ And with Eſther, „I will 
her u go into the king :” Though I be not worthy of him, 


ſor that end to be frequently looking on his picture in 


and be an eternal debtor to him? to make a ſurren- 


— 


et he is worthy to be obcycd chat calls me: Though _ 


Rs wine hath no nced of me, yet I have great need of him: 
ide, aur hough my diſtance be great, he allows me to creep 
conſent lPearer to him: Though I cannot move of myſelf, yet he 
c Wik 


"i" le to dran me, be my clogs never ſo great: Though 
aſs, wiv ; Reis TEM EY 


__ 
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my motion: be ſmall, yet 1 will not turn. bock, but keep 
my ſace toward. him, and fix my eye on him. As a look 
hath brought healing, ſo à look hath. brought ſtrength; 
yea, though %e ſhould. ſeem to frown. on me, and ebide 
me away from him; yet, like Jonah,“ I will look again 
& towards his holy temple: Though T have no worthi- 
neſs in myſelf, yet he. hath worthineſs enough for me: 
Though I be: a black and uncomely bride, my glorious 
Hofland.cad beautify me with his perſe& comlineſs put 
upon me. 1 herefore L do, with-all my heart, accept of 
him as my Lord and Hufband : Lord L make choice of 
thee, and all. that is thine; for richer; for Poorer ; - for 
better for worſe; for well; for wo; for proſperity, for 
adverſity: I make choice of thee ſor all times aud con- 
ditions, to love, honour and: obey thee above all. I re- 
nounce all other lords, and lovers, and will have none 
hut Chriſt: I renounce my own will, and take thy will 
for my law. I eſteem thy precepts concerning all things 
to be right, and: will hate: every ſalſe way: I ſubmit to 
all thy providences and. dealings with me, and am con- 
tent to take up: thy cyoſs.and follow thee, whitherſocver 
thou goeſt: I take thy ſpirit for my guide, thy: word for 
my rule, thy. glory ſor my ſeope, thy teſtimonies ſor my 
edunſellors, thy, promiſes ſtr my encouragement, thy 
ſabbaths for: my delight, thy people for my companions: 
Lord, Jeſus, Ltake: thee for my life; holineſs-for my way, 
and; heaven. ſor: my home. —And: as J accept of thee, and 
all that is thine; ſo I. give: up myſelt to thee, - and all 
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that is\ mine; foul and: hody,. with, all my faculties and is 2 
effect ions, ſenſes and members, ts. be thy agents and in- card t 
ſtruments; with all my enjoyments to bo ee lor Naption 
thy, vic and ſorvice. - br 

vill go with the: manz?. though tes him all over Da to c. 
waunded, mangled andi bleeding, and: his! viſage marred re eſpo 
with, the wounds, firipes and blows which. he got from Wi of his 

men and devils... Nay, I Tec him cven in this mingled i Lord 

condition, to be fairer than'all the: ſons: of men, and all Hrelt hir 
the ſons oſ God: too; for I fees him © wounded! for my amire ! 
tranſgreſſions, and braiſed” for my:iniquities, that b) them 
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every way ſuitable for me that can ſupply all my needs: 
am a poor dying worm, but he is a living Head that 
an make me live ſor ever: I am a needy creature all 
Sade up of wants, but in him doth all manner of fulneſs 
Iwcll: I want grace, but he hath” all fulneſs of grace 
uitable for me: I want grace to believe, but he is the 
Pothor of faith: I want grace to repent, but he is a 
Prince and Saviour exalted to give repentance : I want 
Prace to pray, to hear, to communicate, to mortify ſan, 


keep 
look: 
gth; 
2hide' 
again 
rthi- 
me: 
rious 


Put Pear the croſs, reſiſt temptation, &c. but my Huſband 
P* of Path all grace to beſtow. O let me be ſtrong in the 
wa wy race that is in Chriſt Jeſus. | 3 be " 
der © that 1 had the true marks of theſe who are divor- 
bor Wd from the law, and married to Chriſt as their Huf. 
con- end; that I could ſay, I look upon all my doings in 
I re- Noint of acceptance with God as old rags ; I live wholly 
none Bind freely upon my Huſband, and take all I want from 
y will im for nothing ; 1 clothe myſelf with his righteouſneſs, 
hings nd eſſay the performance of every duty in his ſtrength; 
e deſire to live entirely upon his coſt, —I have heart- 


ve to my Huſband, and every thing that belongs to 


ocver im, and a heart-hatred to ſin, and averſion to every 
d for ping chat is injurious to him: IT am deſirous to pleaſe 
2r m/] im in all things ; and out of regard to his dying com- 
„thy, and, T go to his Table to remember his dying love, 
nons? d renew my marriage-vows:- I delight in my Hul- 
V2)” Bird's company, and preſs for communion witl. him in 
, gy Il ordinances, His honour is always dear to me, and I 


n caſy about my own honour and intereſt in reſpect of 
is: K let me decreaſe, but let him increaſe,” And in 
egard the devil reigns here, ſin abounds, error and cor- 

uption prevail; T am well pleaſed with the thoughts of 
ir:.ts ſecond eoming to pull down Satan's kingdom, 
nd to conſummate the marriage with me, and all that 
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over 


zarred re eſpouſed to him, and ſay, © Why tarry the wheels 
iron Jof bis chariot? Make haſt my beloved even ſo come 
l Lord Jeſus.“ O that all the world would love bim, 
nd all 


elt him, and ſubmit to him. Many in different places 
Ir my emire him, and ſec maichleſs charms in him; his name 
W them is as ointment poured ſorth his garments ſmell 
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of aloes, myrrh, and caſſia, the have be held his ſtately, BM: .. 
goings in the ſanftuary : O that all the world might fo ſl, He we 
admire him, and ſubmit to him alſo. | 
: "came | 
Ty © come 1 
MEDITATION XXIV. Ard 
From Is A. liit. 8. his vs 
2 = J holes, 


Fo, the tranſgreſſons of my people was be firicken, . bad no 


95 | ceking, 
R ſins and tranſgreſſions are great and various, all fith 
2 and therefore our Surety's ſufferings for then Herre! 
dot EXCE 


were heavy and manifold; he endured man wounds, 


bruifes, chaſtiſements and ſtripes, which ſhould fiill er- Mey; a 


dear him the more unto us; „for he was wounded r maft 
« our tranſgreſſions, he was bruiſed for our iniquitics; . 
le nad 1 


« the chaſtifemept of our peace, was upon him, and with 
« his flripes we are healed,” Ver. 5. O who can think r man 
on that verſe, without ſorrow; or ſpeak- of it without! He Wa 
tears! He was wotinded and bruiſed to death, to ſave us ih by w 
from deadly wounds and bruiſes: And when dying, bears of 
left us his portraiture,, with the marks of bis wounds, lis th. 
that we might look upon it at his Table, and meurn for It Was 
or. fins whieh. gave him theſe, wounds. Oh, can 1 fee Head wit 
my dear Saviour all wounded and mangled by my fins, TF doon 
and not be deeply affected for the tranſgreſſions for bd's co 
whieh my dear Jeſus. was ſtricken! Strieken he wes "ety m 
many. Ways, by many hands, by many rods, by many elerred 
ſtripes: He was ſtricken by the hand of God, by tht, muſt . 


hand of men, by the hand- of, devils :- Stricken by tlic; 90 
we 


rod of Moſes,. the rod of Juſtice, the rod of the Jew 
Kc. O how early was he flricken by the ill uſage he met fn of fo 
with from men, being thurſt out, to be boyn-in a. foul 125 Jo) 
fable and laid in a manger; and ſoon after was belle was 
ſtrieken by the rod of perſecution and baniſhment, being mock 
made to flee his native eountry for ſafety: from" Herod Ver, Se 
All this he ſuffered for us, booauſe wo deſerved to Vi with 
deprived of all earthly accomadattons and comforts, and him i 
to be baniſhed" from God and heaven for ever. Pheſy 
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He was ſtricken by the rod of poverty, and pinching 
traits. Though he was the King of the univerie; and 


poſſeſſed all the riches in it, yet, „for our ſakes he be- 


'came poor, that we through his poverty might be- 
© come rich,” 2 Cor. vi, 5. He was not born of a rich 
mpreſs, but of a poor virgin; not in is own houſe, but 
n another man's: He had no houſe ner foot of ground | 
ff his own to live or lodge in: Though the © foxes had 


holes, and the birds neſts,” yet he that created them, 


bad not where to lay his head.” His diet was oft a- 
keking, and commonly very mean, barley- bread and 
mall fiſnes. He had no money to pay his tax, but muſt 
orrow it from a fiſh of the fea.” He travelled mill on 
pot except once he rode to Jeruſalem to ſulfil a pro- 
heey; and then he bad neither horſe nor aſs of his own, 
t muſt borrow another man's aſs. He had no tne. 
ounting, but the clothes of them that followed him: 
le had no burial-place of his own, but was laid in ano- 
er man's; and all this he ſubmitted to for our ſakes. 
He was allo firicken by the rod of fore labour and 
bil, by working at a mechanic trade, until he was thirty 
ars of age; therefore they ſaid, Mark vi. 3. © Is not 
this the carpenter?” Man having eaten the forbidden 
uit was doomed to ſore labour, that he ſhould cat his 
ead with the ſweat of his brow, Gen. iii. 19. and to 
is doom our Surety fubmitted to for us. Man broke 
od's covenant by cating of the tree, therefore his 
rety muſt die on a tree. Man idolized a tree, and 
clerred its fruit to God's favour; therefore his Sure- 
muſt labour in cutting and hewing trees moſt of his 
de. Man lived a life of ſinning, and therefore Chriſt 
ſt live a life of labour and ſorrow ; he even became a 
n of forrows, Ifa. Iii. 3. that we might obtain ever 
ling - joy and conſolation. 
le was ſtricken by mens reproachſal tongues, ſcoffs, 
6 mockeries, being called a glatton, wine-bibber, de- 
der, Samaritan, blaſphemer, a devil; and one in com» 
with Beclzebub, the prince of devils: They derid- 
him in all his offices; as a prophet, by bidding him 
Ry who lmote him; as a prieſt bidding bim fave 


% 
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himſelf, fince he pretended to ſave others; as a king, h He 1 
Putting on him a purple robe, a crown of thorns, un dit 
giving him a mock ſeeptrę. Vea, he endured the nu um 46; 
eruel mockings, and that in the midſt of his iharpel Iaenyin, 

ſufferings and ſoul agonies, when he cried ont on th tempta 

bloody croſs, Eli, Eli, &c. O, ſay they, this man calbMiſkim, a 

for Elias, playing on the word rü. It was not out andes al 

ignorance or miſtake they ſaid fo, but out of malice an glitteri 
deriſion ; for they underſtood the Hebrew language ve delertic 
enough, and knew he called on God, and that Kli ſgi bur on 
fied, my God. But, in their ſpite, they would repreſeniſend wi. 
him AS an ;dolater ; ; and, when dying, that he pray@ricker 
not to God, but to ſaints for help.—He was ſtricken Mich wr 
the moſt open affronts and indignities ſrom men, by 1 mig 
ting in his face, condemning him to die for blaiphenWſkreach 
againſt God, and treaſon againſt Ceſar : By preferrig engear 

Barabbas, a murderer, before him, and poſting tim Moe lik 
| tween two thieves. Thus the King of Glory was def ben g. 

ſed and rejected of man for us, Ifa. Iiii. 3. Fond 

He was ſtriken by the ſ-ourges of plaited cords Mels of 
his back, and with the therns they drove into his heat end WJ 
That thorny erown was deſigned for torture, as well Wren tl 
deriſion; for, if it had been only to mock him, a croſs. 6.4 
of Kraw would have ſerved the purpoſe as well as ol rocky h 
of thorns.— le was ſtricken by the pincers that plus, th. 
the hair off his cheeks ; and by the heavy croſs-trec li Joſeph 
on, his bleeding ſhoulders, which he muſt carry to Ci pon thi 

vary.— He was ſtricken with ſour big iron nails throne, q 

his hands and feet, on which his whole weight muſt haiy urks, 1 

—He was ſtricken with a burning heat and thirſt uh be inn, 

the wrath of God for our ſins, created in him, and die tone 

him uplike a potſherd: This made him cry out, I thing look 
et no wine, no fountain, no creature that he Wye look 
muſt relieve him at this time.— He was ſtricken WW Later 
ſpear thurſt into his fide to let out his heart-blood, Mak or 
be ſure that no liſe remained. Well, (ſaid our of en and! 
Lamb) let my deareſt blood, my beart - blood, g JO 


theſe loſt ſinners, that their ſouls may live and ſing | 
ever. | Fs 
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MEDTTATLIONS, 97 
He was ſtrieken by the ungrateful behaviour of his 


en diſciples to him: By Judas his betraying and ſelling 
mim tor a ſmall fam, the price of a llave: By Peter's 
denying him, and wearing be knew him not, at the 
temptation of a poor damſel: By all of them forlaking 


kim, and leaving him in the midſt of his enemies, Be- 
ſides all this, he was ſtricken in his ſoul by the terrible 
glittering fword of juſtice, by the eurſes of the law, by 
delertion from God, by the vials. of his wrath pourcd 
out on him, which made fearſul bruiſes, deep wounds, 
and wide gaſhes in his ſoul.— Oh, our.dear Surety was 
ricken till he fell to the ground; was overwhelmed 


Lich wrath, and covered with blood. With thele firokes _ 


dur mighty Redeemer was thrown down, and broken with 
breach upon breach, till all the fea billows of divine 
engeance went over him. Oh, never was there any ſor- 
row like my dear Saviour's ſorrow, which he ſuffered 
ben ſtricken for my ſins! | 5 
Lord, Jam aſhamed of the hardneſs arid unconcerned- 
els of my heart at this moving ſpeQtacle! Oh, did the 
dead earth tremble, the hard rocks rend, the graves 
pen, the heavens turn black at the ſight of a dying Je- 
vs, ſtricken by the ſword of juſtice ?. And ſhall not my 
rocky heart tremble and quake, rend and melt for my 
ins, that were the cauſe” of it? Shall the hiſtory of 
ſoſeph in the pit move me more than that of Chriſt 
pon the croſs? Shall the news of the trigical death of 
friend or the ſufferings of an acquaintance among the 
urks, move me more than. the death and ſufferings of 
he innoeent Son of God on my account? Alas, my heart 
I one will neither break nor melt, till Chriſt turn 
nd look on me as he did on backſliding Peter. Lord, 
ye look from thee can turn „the rock into ſtanding 
vater“ and „the flint into a fountain of water.” One 
link of the Sun of Righteouſneſs can melt the moſt fro - 
en and jey heart in the world. OS ö 
O how lovely is my ſtricking and bleeding Jeſus . 
ven when bleedĩpg and mangled by my ſins; I fee him 
obe ee white and ruddy,” and © the chiefeſt among ten 
ouſand. Every wound and iroke he got doth {til 
a * Ew 
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beautify him the more to me, and make my ſoul to cry, Neeſſary 
O my loving and lovely Jeſus! O how can I ſee hin {ijlies C 
ſubſtituting himſelf in my+room, and making himſelf NV. 24 
the butt of the envenomed arrows of juſtice, and not be s the 
raviſked with his love to me, and with the warmeſt af. , Righ 
fection to him! And at the ſame time filled with ſorroy ny Rip 
for my ſins, which brought on all his ſtrokes and wounds? ſup my 1 
Oh, my ſins were the thorns that pierced his head, the make 
nails which pierced his hands, and the ſpear that pier. NVedy t: 
eed his heart. My ſins preſſed him down, and made hin This p; 
ſweat blood in the garden. My ſoul being exceeding MWſpnoſt ne 
ſinful, made his foul exceeding ſorrowful. May I always or fili. 
hate fin, and ſorrow for it. 155 overcor 
835 15 lying l 
——— to the 1 
„ 2 W! the | 
MEKDIT ATI ON XXV. (Ohris 

, | | | | . { 

da eis 
1 live by the Faith of the Son of God, who loved me, aud {Hood 
+5 „ | lt a 
3 . F viour 
HOW deſirable an attainment is the exereiſe of WF A ert 
true faith upon the great Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, l the! 
wirn an appropriating perſuaſion, or ſpecial application ]Wſid by! 
to a man himſelf, fo as to ſay, * I believe and admire Very ot 
his love to the elect in general, and to me in part: ſd won 
lar; I-truſt him with my ſoul and my eternal ſalva- Name ar 
« tion; I embrace him, and put my whole confidence e call 
« in him, who loved me, and gave himſelf for mc!" ined, 
Surely this is the faith, that every one that deſires t0 W"ocks,. 
obey that great ' commandment,” x John iii. 23. ſhould PL com 
aim at, and preſs ſor, as a thing of the laſt moment an ar: af. 
| conſequence; ” O Lord, I believe, help my unbelicl. 0 th Nt 
Lord, Iwill not reſt in a general belief and perſus[100reature 
ol the merey of God in Chrift,. and of - Chriſt's abili) aimed, 
ani willingneſs to ſave all that come unto him? but boſbeve 
will apply his blood and righteouſneſs to myſelf in. pa Vation 
ticular, and reſt on him as one that loved me, an led, an 


« gave himſelf for me.“ This appropriating faith is pe belief; 
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ceſſary to my jutlification; for every juſtified perſon ap 


O C 

e bi. lies Chriſt's rightcouſneſs ro himfelf, taying. as in lia. 
\imſel{ lv. 24. Surely, in the Lord have I righteouſneſs.“ 
not be s the church in general calls him © the Lord our 
ft af . Righteoulnels;”? o 1, in particular, call him the Lord 
orroy ny Kighteouſneſs. I make it my daily practice to wrap 


unds? 
id, the 
t pier. 
de him 
ceding 
always 


up my naked ſoul in this robe, and live by ſaith upon it. 
I make perſonal and particular application of the re- 
dy to my ſoul's maladies, and draw virtue from it.— 
This particular appropriation in the afiings of ſaith, is 
molt ncedful for clcaring up. a bcliever's evidences, and 
ſor filling the ſoul with joy and peace in believing ; ſor 
overcoring the fears of death, and giving comfort at a 
lying hour. And particularly, it contributes greatly 
o the ſouls comfortable approach to the Holy Table 
Þp! the Lord, when it can ſay, © I receive a crucified 
Chriſt as my Saviour; I go to him as one who loved 
"me, and gave himſelf for me;” I take the ſymbols, 
and feed upon his body as broken for me, and on his 
blood as flied for me; and I accept of theſe as an ear- 
| neſt and pledge of my living and ſeaſting with my Sa- 
„„ 


we, aud 


-ciſe of A erycified Chriſt, with all his purchaſe is offered to 
Chriſt, l the hearers of the goſpel : For Chriſt in the word, 
ication {ſd by his miniſters in the gopel offer, ſpeaks to all and 
admire Very one of them; yea, ſpeaks to every ſinner, man 
1 parti- Nd woman in particular, as though he called them by. 
| ſalva* ame and firname. And every man is bound to take 
\fidence be call and offer home to himſelf. as if he were ſo 
r me“ med, and believe that Chriſt ſtands at his door aud 
fires to "0s, faying, il you, or any man will open to me, I 
(ould ein come in. Fhe promiſe is to you, and to all that 
ent and ere afar off;” even to all the ends of the earth, and 
belicl“ 9 the Nout-hearted :. to all the fons of men, to every 


eſusſ100 feature, to them that have no money, to the poor, 


ability emed, blind. naked, wretched, and miſcrable, and to 
? 'but |boloever will come, (To you is the word of this ſals 


in par. vation ſenx.“ Chriſt doth beſeech you to be recon- 
ne, ant led, and to beware of coming ſhort. of the promiſe, by 
th is he net ; ſuch a promiſe as that, © Whoſoever believeth 
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* in the Son ſhall not periſh, but have eternal life! 
And that, Him that cometh to me, I will in no ways 
* caſt out: Beſides many others; John iii. 16.—vi. 3). 
Rev. iii. 17, 18, 20,—xXit. 17. Prov. viii. 4. Iſa. xl, 
22 —xlvi. 12.—lv. 1. Mark xvi. 15. Luke xiv 21, 22, 
23. Acts ii 39-—iit. 26.— iii. 26, 47. 2 Cor. v. 20, 
Heb. iv. 1 FFV 

Now, ſeeing the goſpel call and offer- is given to 
every, one, faith which is the echo of the goſpel - call, 
muſt needs receive an offered Chriſt, and ſalvation 
through him, with particular application to the foul 
that believes. As Chrift offers lümſelf, and his pur- 
chaſe, to every ſoul in particular; ſo ſaith appropraates 
Chriſt to the ſoul itſelf in particular. And indeed the 
life and ſweetneſs of faith lies in this appropriation and 
applicatory act, when the ſoul} is helped to. ſay with 
Thomas, Thou art“ my Lord, and my God ;” and with 
« the Spouſe, my beloved is mine, and I am his ;”” and 
« with David, Thou art my rock, and the God of my 
% {alvation.” — Unbelief would tempt me to put away 
the goſpel-offer from me, ſaying, it doth not belong to 
me, I am not cleQed, nor deſigned to ſhare of Chriſt's 
purchaſe ; he did not, love me, nor die ſor me. But in 
regard ſceret things belong to God, my falvation is at 
the ſtake, my need of a Saviour is unſpeakable, and the 
oſſer is made to me; I have no time to loſe in diſputing 
with the devil and unbelief, but I will go to Chriſt on 
the ground I have. He tells me he came * to {ave f0s 
ners,“ J am ſure that is my name: he loved enemies 
that is my name; he received giſts ſor. the rebellious 
that is my name; and now I hear the Maſter calling 


and inviting me in particular: Therefore, in ſpite of 


the devil and unbelief, and all my guilt, I will go fore- 
ward, and accept of-Chriſt as «© my Saviour and my 
« King ;? I will truſt him with my ſalvation, and belieie 
he loved me,” vile and guilty as J am, This eſſay 0 
believe, Lord, I make in thy firergth, and in obedienet 
to thy command: But, Oh, my mints are weak 8 
ſeckleſs! Tt is only the Spirit enlighting my mind, and 
opening up the goſpel-call and promiſe to me, - ſayin; 
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Again, the appropriating faith of believers humble 
the creature, deſtroys leli-confidence, purifies the heart, 
draws forth the ſoul in love to God, and hatred to ſit; 
whereas the preſumption of Dy Poorgen have no {ſuch 
effects. 

It is the duty then of every man, that hath Chriſt 
love offers tendered to him, to repent and believe the 
goſpel, to ſec his loſt ſtate in Adam, and his need of 
Chriſt, to be well pleaſed with this goſpel device, receiv 


g | 


Chriſt in all bis offices, to truſt in him as his Saviour, 860 5 
and thereupon believe that his fins are forgiven through EI 
Chriſt's blood; and ſo periuade and aſſure himlelf ther love 
Chriſt is his, that he died for him, and that he lll e nich. 
have life and ſalvation through him. This per ſusſaows fre 
and aſſurance being moſt, neceſſary to the ſpiritual 1: od's 10 
it is the great duty of every one to preſs forward in tire. wh, 
acts of faith until they attain it, faith being ſtill weak ret 15 
and lame without it. But ſeeing many believers have i edk' 6 
not always, though prevailing doubts and unbelicf, 1 rath, c 
muſt ſurely belong more to the perfection of faith, than: 45 5 
to the eſſence of it: Their caſe is like that of a ſſiyhum: Bu 
wrecked man that, had got hold of a plank, he believe nd pre: 
the plank is ſuſficient to bear him up, and keep him iron, brea 
ſinkipg, but the blowing form, and bis own weakneß ne end 
make him doubt of his grip be faſt enough to hold Vitics of e 
it. Indeed, Lord, if. thou didſt not take faſter grip mlovel) 
of me than I do of thee, my, weak and ſlippery ſingere 01Teek | 
faith, would ſoon let thee go; but I truſt not in my fai lood 1:4 
but in thy faithfulneſs; I truſt not in my promiſes {0 rage OY 
thee but in thine to me; that thou wilt never leave Mae oft 
nor ſdrſake me. Lord dy as en haſt e * it to Man will 
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MEDITATION XXVI. 


From 1 Joux iv. 19. 


We love him, becauſe he firſt loved us. 
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\TO reaſon can be given why God loved any of 

| Adam's race, but only beeauſe he loved us: But 

good reaſons can be given why we love God, both be- 
auſe he is infinitely lovely in himſelf, and becauſe he 
rſt loved us, and before we had any thoughts of love 
o him. O what is our love, but a ſmall ſtream that 
lows from and returns again to the ocean of his love! 
od's love to us is the ſource, the incentive, the mo- 
tive, and moral cauſe of our love to him. We can 
ever love God, until ſome rays of his everlaſting love 
break out to us: for conſciouſneſs of guilt, and fears of 
Tath, do rather incline us to hate him, and flee from 
im as an enemy, than to love him, and draw near to 
um : But the breaking out of the beams of God's antient 
ind preventing love to us in Jcſus Chriſt, makes way 
or breaking the enmity of our hearts, and bringing in 
he heavenly fire of love to him. The ſerious conſidera- 
ion of God's eternal free love to us, poor, wretched, and 


bi vl movely creatures, and his loving us at ſuch a rate, as 
ng 0Teek and court our love at the expence of his Son's 
451 I dlood, - is the moſt powerful motive in the world to en- 
miſe 


gage and draw out our love to him; and the more we 
ave of the faith or feeling of this love, the warmer 
ml will our love to him be. God's redeeming love diſ- 
layed to men doth obſcure all the ſeeming glories of 
bis world, as much as the meridien ſun doth darken 
andles or {ſmaller fires; and ſoon convinces us that 
here is nothing that deſerves our affections but God 
nd Chriſt. No man that ever taſted the ſweetneſs of 
od's love, but finds his heart warmed with love to him 
San. * A forgiven ſoul cannot read his pardon but with 
ers of love and joy, and ſtill there is much love where 
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SACRAMENTAL. 


much 1 15 forgiven. * We love won becauſe He firſt lover emily, 
dus.“ Spirit, 

Lord, ut thy cull, 1 go to why table to Wirt and in affli- 
give thanks ſor Gad's preventing love vented to inan in {ance ir 
the councils of peace, tre covenant of redemption, in death, 
the incarnation, che death, the blood, and *righteoul. bunal,. 
neſs of our G04. kRedeemer. O amazing love! J admire" declz 
it in the antiquity of it; God's love is from all eternity his 
his thoughts were dong {et upon man before he had eie? 
being. 1 Kante tliee lreevels and unde ſervedneſs octbüß ach 9! 
love; there was nothing 1 in man to engage his love; be re the 
ſaw nothing | in him but poverty, debt, impotency, and Oh, h 
defor mity ; yea, man was ſo far ſrom deſerving an, love d love 
from God, char he deſerved all hatred, as being lothſome e for al 
and full of enmity ; having razed ou: the image of Goch ow unk 
«nd got Satan ſet up in its room !. Yet even then, God altoraf] 
loved him fo, as to give his deareſt beloved Son to df“ the 
ſor him. O, did God love man when utter ly unworthy redec 
of his love! and ſhall not we love God, who infinity God f 
deferves all our affection, es being in bimſelf entire een 
amiable, and altogether lovely ; and likewiſe as aff nell tri 
tionate to us, as he is Jovcly in himfelf Lord Jeſu en in 
1 admire the ſtrength and ardency of thy love! Mary bow litt 
waters of affliction did not quench it, and the floods d fſed fr 
wrath that went over. the could not drown it! Strong the 
was that love that made the engage, and carried the ent of 
through in fuffering the pains both of the firlt ant jols, &c 
ſecond death f in our ſtead ! Oh, I am altamed and ai"): ſelf 
ted for my little love to thee 3 marvel at the conſ clinabl. 
tancy and ſtcadfaſineſs of thy love, that it continues firl bln, by 
to thy people ſrom everlaſting to everlaſiing ; - and tl ions, 
it is never altered by all the unk ind returns, provock the Ic 
tions, and ingratitude thou meets with from them. 
I wonder at the ſruits and effects of. thy dove! O boi e Goc 
great! how ſweet ! how numerous]! Who can value 
ſet them forth? Such as, © * quenching the fire of juſticſ*? 
« diſarming che law of its curſes, bruifing/the ſerpent! 
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MEDITATIONS: 105 
family, juſtif cation, ſanctification, all the graces of the 
Spirit, audience of prayer, growth in grace, comfort. 
in affliction, and bleſſing on all providences, perſever- 
ance. in holimeſs, the miniſtry of angels, victory over 


t loved! 


ure and 


inan in 
tion, u death, a happy reſurrection, acquittance at the tri- 
zhteoul. bunal, the beat ific viſion, and.cycrlaſting life !!? Who- 
admin declare the loving kindneſs of the Lord? Who can 
ernity er his mighty ads? Who can ſhow forth all his 
c had zue? I may ſooner. fathom the depth of the ſea, the. 
- of thizMWcath of the earth, or the height of heaven, than mea- 
ove ; here the love of God in Chriſt, for it paſſeth knowledge! 
Icy, and Ob, how little do we love him, that loved us firſt, 
au, love's loved us at ſuch a rate! Nay how untbankful are 
otchſome e for all the inſtances and fruits of his matchleſs love! 
of God, unkind are the returns we make to him for it! Be 
en, God aſtoriſhed.O ye heavens at this, and be horribly afraid 
n to det the ingratitude of men!” How little do we think 
worthy redeeming love, and upon the propitiation provided 
nf nitci/p God for our fins ! How little do we ſpeak of this love, 
entire recommend it to theſe who know it not! How do the 
as aſſcb all trifies, and little nothing of this world, get more 
d jeſu em in our hearts, than Chriſt's glorious purchaſe! 
Mager little paips are we at to ſecure an intereſt in the 
floods M eſed fruits of his love! How unwilling are we to ge 
Stroud the terms of redeeming love, to renounce a cove- 
ed tent of works, ſelf. righteouſneſs, darling fins, beloved 
irſt and lols, Ke. How averſe are we to renounce the world, 
ad aft ſelf, and to be debtors wholly to free grace! How 
he con elinable are we to ſatisfy conſcience after commiſſion 
nes iro > by our on doings, confeſſions, monrnings, reſo- 


tions, &c. withont going to the propitiation provided 
the love of God! How great is the liking we heveto 
u that killed the lamb of God! How can we ſay, we 
de God that loved us firſt, when we hugg his enemy 
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value eur boſom! „O that my head were waters, and my 
T jule ves a fourſtain of tears,” that J might weep and 
ſerpent urn day and night for the ungrateful requitals of 
em regie; ſors of. men, ſor the preventing love of God in 
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much 1 is forgiven. 1 05 love —_ becauſe he firſt loved ſamily, 
K. | Spirit, 


Lord, ut thy alk, 1 go to why table to "IYER and in afflic 
give thanks for God's preventing love vented to inan in anee in 
the. councils of peace, the covenant of redempt ion, in death, 
the incarnation,” che death, the blood, and * righteouſ bunal, 
nels of our God. Redeemer. O amazing love! J admire» decla 
it in the antiquity of it; God's love is from all e: ernity; ter his 
his thoughts were Tong let upon man before he had ae? ! 
being. 1 Admire thee {reenels and undelervedneſs of this cath of 
love; there was nothing in man to engage his love; here the! 
ſaw nothing in lim but poverty, debt, impotency, and Oh, of 
deformity ; yea, man was ſo far ſrom deſcrvivg an, love d loved 
from (0d, chat he deferved all hatred, as being jothfome e bor all 
and full of enmity ; having razed ou! the image of God, ow unk 
and got Satan {et up in its room !. Yet even then, God aſtoraſÞ 

loved him fo, as to give his deareſt beloved Son to dat the 3 
ſor him. O, did God love man when utterly unworthy redeer 
of his love! and ſhall not we love God, who infiniicin God fo 
deſerves all our affection, as Leing in bimſelt entire com 
amiable, and altogecher lovely ; and likewiſe as affe“ all trif 
tionate to us, as he is low cly ! in himſelf lord [BU en in 
1 admire the ſtrength arid ardency of thy love! Many low litt! 
waters of affliction did not quench it, and the floods d fled fr { 
wrath that went. over. the could not. drown it! Strong the 1 
was that love that made the engage, and carried ta" of 

through in ſuffering the pains both of the firit an lols, &e. 
ſecond death i in our ſtead! Oh, I am aſuamed and aſfic ſelf, 
tcd for my little love to thee 3 1 maryel at the con Ichnable 
.tancy and ſteadfaſtneſs of thy love, that it continues fir ſin, by 
to thy people ſrom everlaſting. to everlaſting ; ; and tha tions, 8 

it is never altered by all the unkind returns, provoci the Jo 
tions, and ingratitude thou meets with from them. that, K 
I wonder at the ſruits and effects of thy love! O hol we God 
great! how ſweet! how numerous! Who ean value , ur bo 

ſet; them forth? Such as, quenching the fire of jufief 2 
7 diſarming the law of its. curſes, bruiſing / the ſerpent? durn de 
4 head, paying believers debt, obtaining for them reg ons 
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MEDTTA TIONS 105 
family, juſtification, ſanctification, allthe graces of the 
Spirit, audience of prayer, growth in grace, comfort 
in afflict jon, and bleſſing on all providences, perſever- 
ance in holimeſs, the miniſtry of angels, victory over 
death, a happy reſurrection, acquittance at the tris 


Q loved 


ire and 
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ion, in 
veal MY buns), Ahe beatific, viſion, and everlaſſing life ?! Who- 
admire een declare the loving kindneſs of the Lord? Who can 
ernity {ter his mighty acts? Who can ſhow forth all his 
. had Maile? I may ſooner. fathom, the depth of the ſea, the 
of this|Wcath of the earth, or the height of heaven, than mea- 
we; here the love of God in Chriſt, for it paſſeth knowledge! 
cy, and Oh, how little do we love bim, that loved us firſt, 
11. lone d loved us at ſuch a rate! Nay how untbankſul are 
chſome e for all the inſtances and ſruits of his matchleſs love! 
of God, e unkind are the returns we make to him for it | © Be 
n, Golf *ftoviſþed.O ye heavens at this, and be horribly afraid 
\ to deer the ingratitude of men!” How little do we think 
worthy redeeming love, and upon the propitiation provided 
1f nitcivp God for our ſins ! How little do we ſpeak of this love, 
entire recommend it to theſe who know it not! How do the 
g affeb ell trifies, and little nothing of this world, get more 
1 Jeſuem in our hearts, than Chriſt's glorious purchaſe ! 
Maßes little pains are we at to ſecure an intereſt in the 
loods d eſſed fruits of his love! How unwillng are we to ge 
Strong the terms of redeeming love, to renounce a eove- 
ed them of works, ſelf-righteouſneſs, darlivg fins, beloved 
rt ant lols, &e. How averſe are we to renounce the world, 
d aſfie i ſelf, and to be debtors wholly to free grace! How 
he con elinable are we to ſatisfy conſcience after commiſſion 
cs Hen, by our own doings, confeſſions, monrnings, reſo- 


ions, &c. without going to the propitiation provided 
the love of God ! How great is the liking we huve to 
that killed the lamb of God! How can we ſay, we 
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O hoi de God that loved, us firſt, when we hugg his enemy 
value eur boſom! „O that my head were waters, and my 
f juftice i ves a fountain, of tears,” that ] might weep and 
erpents urn, day and night for the ungratcful requitals of 
m regie {ons of men, for the preventing love of God in 
ace will 


ariſt, an the amazing inſtances of it! 
Belk "4 FA ; 71 * 1 * f > 


0 Godl 


O that could ths on a e ard from the bot 
tom oſ my heart, I love him that firſt loved me. Surch 
a ſincere love to God and Chriſt would be a ſure ei- 
dence of God's eternal love to me! O chat I had the 
marks of this love, and could ſay, My meditations d 
« him are ſweet:“ I place my happineſs in his {avour, 
and the eomfort of all ordinances in his preſence : Ii. 
Joice in the flouriſhing of his kingdom, and abhor every 
thing that is injurious to him: I eſteem Chriſt the Me 

dintor, and gift of God, as moſt precious, with ever 
thing that belongs to fim: 1 heartily fall in with the 
device of redeeming love for ſaving ſinners,” and ſtudy 
the life of faith on the Son of God. =I retounce ny 
own righteouſneſs and firength, and deſire always to 


ſeen hi 
ates for: 
d tell k 
let his 
Rh love 
er all t 
d kindl 
all my 


fay, © In the Lord Jeſus have 1 my righteouſneſs andfiſ 

« ſtrength,” Were this the language 512 my heart, [ 18 201 
might appeal to himſelf, and ſay, © Thou that knovelFFP HE 
« al cines, knoweſt that 1 love thee,” and deſire 1 


render thee love for 10%, 
It wonld be a. great ſhame for bellevers, if they a ere 18 1 
not love hitn that firſt loved them, when they were cM 
mics to Him! Sarely they cannot be' believers withoul 
love to him. 0 Tu greater and warmer love to hi 
"that firſt loved - Love is the great qualification Wſrow, 40 
the ſaints above: the more love we have, the liker he! 
ven we are, and the meeter to dwell init. Were it polls 
ble there could be a man in heaven without love M 
would reckon the place a hell, and the work a torme 
to him. It is love that makes ſpiritual and heaven) 
work delightfal; hence love is ſaid to be the fulfillin 
of the law. Tf the love of God be! in the heart, the I 
of God is there alſo, and the Hul is inclined to all hol 
obedience. O may the love of God in Chrit conſtrall 
me to live to bim that died for me. Have I ſeen t 
aſtoniſpipg love of God in parting with his dear Son 
ſave me! O let that love confirain' me to part with 
my ſins and idols for him.—--Have I {cen the dear Son 
amazing love in bleeding to death on the eurſed tree. 
ſave me ſrom lying in hell for ever? O let me ves 
on vitingly walk in the road that leads to it · = 
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MEDITATIONS. 10% 


Ie bot ſſeen bim iruggting in an agony to open heaven's 
Such es ſor me! O let me never turn my back on heaven, 
re em a tell bim thereby he might have ſaved his labour. 
ad the let his boundleſs love warm my heart more and more 


ah love to him! May the charms of his love triumph 
er all the charms of. ſin's pleature and Satan's devices, 
d kindle ſach a fire of love in my heart, as will burn 
l ys Inſts wa ftubble. Amen. 
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ME DIT Ar ION XXVII. 


From Psal. exxvi. 5. 


m that fow in T ears ball reap an 7. 


k woe ing time of. God's people is all here, but 
their reaping time is but partly here, and ſar 
pre fully hereafter. Here they ſow very den! in tears; 


they dere is need for it: This feed time is the moſt pro- 


ere ene ing of any. Men love a dry ſeed time, but God loves 
without ſeed times beſt; a wet ſowing time doth promiſe a 
2 to hn wh of joy, whereas a dry one portends a harveſt of 


Wo to thern that laugh now, they ſhall weep.” 


iker hee ben 1 not begin with tears, they ſnall end with 
e it poem; if they weep not now, they ſhall weep and wall, 
love "i gnaſh, their teeth hereaſter.— Godly. weeping is a 
; tore ſign of fpiritual life. If a child, when born, was 
heaven Ind cry, it is reckoned a legal proof of its living; but 
fulfill, it is accounted ill-born or dead. Alas, the num- 
„the WW of m born children in the church is great! few are 
o all hol rd ery or ſeen weep in a godly ſort, if compared 
conſtr litheſe'who: do not. TT here be many who pour out 
| ſeen on worldly occalio ns, but few on ſpiritual accountse 
ar Son chnd die, we can mourn and weep over him, but 
t with mourns for Chriſt as for an only ton! Who weeps 
lear Son en thar pierced him ? Oh, how little are we affected 
ed tree) the ſufferings of our dear Redeemer! Our cars are 
me 1 ienfiomed to the hearing of Chriſt's love, his 
it 110 f Pies, nis wounds, his blood, his _— that they are 
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become words of a common found, and make little Mom hi 
preſſion on us, though they be the moſt awiul a nofſoning 
ing things that ever the world heard vt. —Þ hou Lo So ic 
.art prelent at ſacraments, thou obſerveſt our tears, aWeaſons 
comeſt with thy bottle to receive and preſerve thenor thei 
but oh, how empty is it of tears, for the moit part, 1 y heat 
goſpel-hearers ! and how few are the tears which 1 Iy wof 
dropt in it by communicants themſelves ! - haniſhec 
Lord, I am aſhamed of the hardneſs and unconcerne nd am 
200 of my heart and the woſul dryneſs of my eye he wok 
Shall the rocks about Jeruſalem rend ſooner ai ChrilWhod, an 
Tufferings than my rocky heart? Shall others weep q pnoran 
ſow in tears, when Chriſt's wounds and blood arc ity, &e: 
before them, and I continue ſtupid and hardened ! S omiffi 
the hiſtory of . Joſeph in the pit move my heart nuiſÞire mor 
than that of Chrül upon the Croſs? Lord, look ant any of 
my ſtonny heart with pity, look it into ſtreams of pe ions: © 
tential tears, give me ſuch. a look as thou gaveſt Ueieading + 
when he denied thee; a look that may cauſe me ve ents.— 
and weep bitterly at the remembrance of my ſins ti fſufferi 
pierced thee. If I have not openly denied my Saris and 
ſurely I have ſhamefully forgot him, and forſaken | is love 
in my heart: I have had a deep hand in all his ſufcq heart, 
ings. When my dear Lord was in the garden iwe?'WWith tear 
blood, neither Jew ror Gentile, Judas nor Pilate, ves guſh 
there to cauſe it; but oh my unbelief, my pride, voere e 
carnality, my hy poeriſy, my ſinſul worile and ace abuſe 
were there, and with their weight preſſed him to ice to 
ground, and brought that fearful agony and ſweat u bis con 
him. My diſfſimulation was the traitor's kils, my am ade him 
tion the thorny crown, my drinking” up iniquity nd in: 
water, the portion of gall and viregar; my want of tl thy ſon. 
cauſed him ſhed both tears and blood; my forſahrd hear 
God made him to be forſaken of God; my foul's bel not G 
exceedipg guilty made his foul oxcceding heavy ! Mer mak; 
what means then the hardneſs of my heart, and dry Tears b 
of my eyes, when theſe things are ſet before me! lf tocens 
that weeping is deſigned for me hereafter, wherc ; ehiding 


p ſl never be dried up” E 1 0 me ſor Ghrilt 5 if . the h; 
r ous, "vx 
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ttle rom hell's tears, and give grace to prevent them by 
d moos ing tears now in the proper ſeaſon. 7 25 TY 
»u Lon So long as I am in the valley of tears, there are many 
ars, a eaſons for ſowing the ſeed of tears. I ſce many grounds 
c thenſor them, may a glance of them be a means of melting 
part, ny heart, and filling my eyes with tears. Tears for 


iy woſul apoſtacy from God in Adam, whereby I am 
aniſhed ſrom God, have loſt his image and countenance, 


uch 4 


ncerndnd am fallen under his wrath and curle. _—— Tears ſor 
ay eye woful eorruption of my nature, my enmity againſt 
Chr od, and the manifold plagues of my heart, as atheiſm, 
cep anWſIenorance, pride, unbelief hardneſs, hypocriſy, forma- 
1 arc ity, &c.— Tears for the ſins of my life, open and fecret, 


.d ? Shall omiffion and commiſhon, of light and ignorance, which 


art more more in number than the hairs of my head, and 
00k upWany of them very heinous, becauſe of ſeveral aggrava- 
s of penſions: of all which I may have an affecting view, by 
reſt beuheading our larger Catiſchiſm upon the ten command- 


ents, — Tears upon the remembrance of Chriſt's love, 
luffering and dying in my room, to wath away my 
ns and Tave me from hell. Surely the thoughts of 
is love may inflame the coldeſt-breaſt, melt the hard- 
heart, and make the dryeſt conſtitution run down 
ich tears. It was this that made Mary Magdalene's 


me wee 
\ fins th 
, Caviolt 
aken | 
ais {uſt 
1 {wee 


late, ves guſh out ſo plentifully with tears of love and joy, 
pride, Vere enough to waſh her Saviour's ſeet.— Tears for 
ad ade abuſe of God's fatherly goodneſs, mercy, and pa- 
aim tore towards me, a ſinful hell-deſerving creature. 
\wea: up bis conſideration melted the Prodigal's heart, and 
my al ade him cry, “ Father, I have ſinned againſt heaven, 
iquity l and in thy ſight, and am no more worthy to be called 
int of tei thy ſon.“ David's undeſerved kindneſs made even a 
„ for fair hearted Saul to lift up his voice and weep, and 
aul's bel | not God's kindneſs, which is.infinitely greater and 
eavy | Mer make me drop ſome ſilent tears at bis holy table? 
nd dry {cars becauſe of the frowns of my heavenly Father, 
me! 1 foxens of his diſpleaſure, his chaſtiſements, and even 
„pere tes echidings, and ſhaking the rod at me: Theſe will 
brift's i k the heart of a child whoſe nature is kindly and in- 


lous, "while the ſtubbofn will ſtand it againſt many 


* 
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aflliͤion. For I read of Chriſt himſelf, David, Here: 


tears. | 


what ſofter are our hearts, if we can ſee how our {in 
| Into a ſtream of tears for ſin, that curſed thing thi 


in joy. Alas, my ſeedꝰ time is ſerimp and irftignilicatt 
O let not my harveſt be proportioped to it.— Lor 
though I have not tears enough with Mary to waſh tl 


Heart, my hands, my tears, and all my duties, and! 
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ſtrokes. David, though a man of the greateſt valour below, 
againſt his enemies; yet when he ſaw God was angry above. 
with him in Abſalom's rebellion, he wept like a chili {ſand re 
beſore the enemy while going up Olivet, 2 Sam. xv. 3u may h 
and ſcemed to have no courage at all. — Again, I ought them i 
to ſow in tears for the diſhonours done to God by tlic Hoymer 
ſins of others; and eſpecially when damnable hereſes {MWelorio: 
and blaſphemies are vented againſt God. And likewiſe ne knc 
tears for the miſeries and perithing condition of others, Neven ir 
And eſpecially tears of ſympathy with God's people in denees 
Chriſt, 
the lift 
which 
have w 
plenty. 
I 80 th 
ol tears 
ſtrengtt 
graciou 
ruption 
3 © In 
firenthe 


klah, Joſiah, Jeremiah, and other ſaints ſowing ſuch 
tears. Well then may this world be called a valley of 


Beſides all theſe, it is well pleaſing to God when 
Chriſtans ſow tears of tenderneſs in renewing covenant 
with him, in prayer, in hearing the word, in communi 
cating and commemorating the death and ſufferings dl 
Chriſt for their ſins. This laſt is a ſpecial ſeaſon for 
ſowing tears, according to Zech. xii. 10. O ſhall Chrib 
tians be more ſparing of their tears for Chriſt, than 
Chriſt was of his blood for them? We cry out again 
the Jews and Romans as hard hearted men for picrcity 
Chriſt, and being unconcerned at his ſufferings. Ut 


put him to death, and not be grieved nor weep ?* Lord 
ſend thy Spirit to touch my heart, and then it will mel 


Unto hin 


PH 
+ 1 
ſhould x1 
there ſu 
able love 
s to me 


ions 


butchered the Lamb of God. O let this be my weep! 
time, and ſeed time of tears, that hereafter J may rt 


ſect, yet thou haſt blood evough to waſh my feet, Mm 


make me and them acceptable and ſavoury to God! 
that I may reap in joy with his people above, and ſianl 
there as a monument of free grace for ever. 
Many aſter ſowing the precious ſeed of tears at 0 
munion ſeaſons, have even lad their reaping times hel 


t valor 
s angry 

a child 
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J ought 
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ing tha 
weep 
nav yeap 
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love more than wine. 
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MEDITATIONS. 


below, as an carncſt and firſt-ſruits of the full harveſt 
above. Lord make me acquaint both with the fowing 
and reaping of penitent believers in this world, that I 


may have good hope, through grace, of ſharing with 


them in the harveit of glory hereafter, even the full en- 
joyment of God in heaven, eternal communion with the 
glorious Trinity, with the ſaints and holy angels. Let 
me know: what it is, after a ſced time of tears, to reap 
even in ordinances here below, the clearing of my evi- 
dences of grace, and the evidences of my intereſt in 
Cari, and in the well ordered covenant. Let me reap 
the-lifting up of the light of thy countenance upon me, 
which will put more joy in my heart than worldlings 
have when they reap corn and wine in the greateſt 
plenty, Let me fee my name written in heaven before 
I go thither, that my paſſage may be joy ſul in the mid:t 
ol tears.—Let me reap even here new ſupplics of grace, 
ſtrength to bear eroſſes, and reſiſt temptations ; give me 
gracious returns of prayer, and victory over my cor- 


Jruptions, that I may ſing with the Pſalmiſt, Pſal. exxxvili. 


3. In the day when | cried thou anſweredſt me; and 
lrenthenedſt me with ſtrength in my ſoul.” 


MEDITATION XXVII. 
. From Rev. i. 5. 


Unto Him that loved us, and waſhed us from our /ans in his 
' awn blood. 


THE love of Chriſt in becoming man, and ſhedding 
1 his blood to ranſom and ſave ſinners of mankind 
vill be the eternal ſong of the redeemed above, and why 
liould they not begin this ſong here below! Never was 
there ſuch matter for ſongs of praiſe as the unſathom- 
able love of Jeſus. His name is love; and therefore it. 
to me as ointment poured forth. .I will remember his 
His nature is love, his words and 
Kilons were love, he preached and prattifed love ; he 


i K 2 
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lived in love, was fick of love, and died for love.—0 


| Lion” b 
what thoughts ſhould I have of this free and undeſerved * n 
love of the glorious Son of God, who was intreated M1. 9c! 
by no man, and even hated of all men; yet in his free iſeerr it v 
love intreats and undertakes for man, ſaying, Though Andr 
he be my enemy, I will be both his ſurety and ſacrifice, ing in tl 
I will drink the cup of wrath, be made ſin and a curſe Ngnerifice 
for him. I will pour out all my blood and die for hin. Mucart ck 


—O how ſhall I ſpeak of this aſtoniſlling love to thy as iaten 
enemies! To have ſpared our lives had been great Neurſed { 
mercy, but to give thy life for ours is love unſpeake Med with. 
able! Oh! Lord, thou haſt found me in my enemity, and ic deat 
loved me! When my hand was liſted up againſt thee, 
thy arms were open to embrace ! Nay, thou haſt opencd 
thy loving heart to ſhelter rebels who trode thee under blood, 2 
foot! Thy Heart burned with love to them who cruelly ſs delive 
| Plerced it! Thy bowels yearned towards theſe that WW my ſa 
raked in them with bloody hands! Surely eternity i WW My f 
ſelf will be ſhort enough to celebrate the praiſes of our Lord, i 
glorious Immanuel, who loved us, and waſhed us ſrom to me. 
our fins in his own blood. Worthy is our {lain bleeding Wy the 1 
Lamb of eternal Hallelujahs from men and angels. Niue tha: 
Lord fit my heart for theſe new ſongs. aa or 
O never was there ſuch a miracle of condeſcending NLamb's 
love to the ſons of men, as this of the eternal Son of Dh, is 
God, his becoming man to ſuffer hell for them, and pour ny ſins 
out his blood to waſh them from fin that kindles hel- Wiſs wher 


by lligh 
—On, 1 


re againſt them. Glory to the Lamb for his fire · queneb Nhe day 


ing blood, and ſor his preventing love that keep ne lod a 
from fecling of this fire! O how would this love have Br my 
affected me, if juſtice had ſent me to hell, and kept ne pleſſed 
there one year, or one month, or but one day! Surely-Menly we 
one day in hell would have made me prize and praiſe ſte Chr 
redeeming love and redeeming blood at another rate ait! 
than now I do. — Or had J ſeen the damned in their m- Noth fe 
ſery deſpairing and without hope! or had I ſeen my He brit 
agonizing Saviour in the garden ſweating blood for me; lind e 

or ſeen him dying on the croſs, pouring it out at fie Wines, 1 
big wounds to the very laſt drop to waſh away ſin! O Wis and 
would not I then have valued the great remedy and ſal- ra, 


—ů— _ 


MEDITATION: 5. 


113 


e.—0 ration he now tenders to me !— And is not all this 
ſerved Mybich now I hear in the word, and ſee repreſented in 
reated Whhe Sacrament, as true, as real, and certain as iſ 1 had 
uy iree Ween it with my eyes? 
hough And now when 1 go to behold Chriſt dying and bleed- 
critice, Wing in this holy repreſentation, even the Lamb of God 
L curſe ſacrificed and {laughtered for my fins; Lord touch my 
r him. neart chat it may be ſuitably affected with the ſight, ſo 
to thy as intenſely to love my bleſſed Saviour, and to hate my 
great Neurſed fins. —O how ſhould I, at this occaſion be cover- 
peak. Ned with ſhame and lothe myſelf, who have both procured 
ty, and the death of Chriit by fin, and ſinned againſt his death, 
t thee, dy lighting his blood and negleQting his great {alvation. 
opened —On, I am chargeable both with the guilt of Chriſt's | 
under blood, and of murdering my own ſoul. —9 pardon and 
ruelly N deliver me from blood guiltineſs, O God, thou God of 
ſe that . my ſalvation.“ | 
ALL tte My fins have indeed ſhed the blood of Chriſt, but 
of our Lord, impute not the guilt, but the merit of this blood 
E from to me.— Lord, what profit is there in my blood? Sure- 
leeding y the. leaſt. drop of thy dear Son's. blood is of more va- 
angels. Niue than a ſea of mine. A whole ſea of it cannot waſh 


away one fin, but Lord thou calleit me to look into the 


ending Bl.1mb's blood that: takes away the fins of a world.— _ 
Son of Uh, is not this blood more powerful to waſh me, than 
id * y fins are to defile me? is not its virtue as freth ſtill 
s Hell- 


as when it dropped from his wounds on the tree, or in 


Juenche Wthe day when it cleanſed 300 at once? Is not thy Son's 
eep me blood a ſufficient ſatisfation for all my ſins, a full price 
e have Wor my redemption ?—O my ſoul, thou art now near the 
cept me pleſſed remedy for thy guilt and pollution, this is the 
Surely nly well of ſalvation and fountain of life! O can'ſt thou 
| praile ſee Chriſt's blood running, and not defire to be bathed 
er rate ln it! Now the cleanſing and healing ſtreams run on. 
1eir mi- 


both ſides of the table; now let me apply and live, let 
e bring all my ſores and plagues to the ſtreams, my 
lind eyes, my deaf ears, my weak hands, my feeble- 
Fnces, my hard heart, my cold affections, my, unbeliev- 
Is and doubting mind, my leprous and: unelean. ſoul. 
Lord, this blood has n away the plagucs, ſpotsz, 


een my 
or me; 
at five 
ſin! 

and ſal- 


” 


| | : 
| 
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1 and ſtains of many thouſands, who are now praiſing the 
v Lamb for it ; Oh, let me be joined to the number, that 
1 may allo ſing to him that loved and. waſhed me, 
| O bleeding Lamb, “ if thou wilt, thou canſt make me 
1 « clean;” O let that blood which guſhed from thy heart 


and ſide, but drop on my ſoul, and it will cleanſe me 
from all ſin.— And when thou art pleaſed to come to 


father; 
tent, n 
far cot 
arkneſs 
ery bor 
bat I al 
ting w. 


me in the Sacrament in ſtreams of blood, O raiſe ne nd in lc 
up, that I may meet the with ſtreams of tears, tears of enuit; 
repentance, love and gratitude. O let me not be more Ne ref 


ſparing of my tears for Chriſt, than he was of his blood 
for me. David's kindneſs made even a hard hearted 
Saul lift up his voice and weep, and will not Chriſt's 
kindneſs, which 1s infinitely greater; make me drop at 
leaſt ſome filent tears? 
O how dreadful a thing muſt it be to reject this re- 
medy? Surely jultice will not ſpare them that trample 
under foot the blood of the Son of God: If juſtice wa 
inexorable when he himſelf prayed, if it be poflible 
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bi jet this cup paſs ;” how will he ſpare me, or hear the bee bee 
F cry of thoſe who reject his blood and ſacrifice? How hat the 
0 it poſſible that the cup of wrath can paſs from theniou art 
'' who do it? No, they muſt drink it for ever themſclves ſave con 
| | Lord ſave me from rejecting this blood.” © I belicroWhave x; 
| 4 * Lord, help my none ” oliſned 
4 ord, I 
| — —— — hat hav 
nd con 

MEDITATION XXIX. uit had 

From Luke xv. 18, 19. 3 

F ather, I have * nned agarnſt heaven, and before thee, a 8 

am no more worthy to be called ty fon, make mea N up m 

one, Oc. at 

: ith my 

| ATHER: Ah, I may be aſhamed to call thee eve of 

| T conſidering what a diſobedient ard unth ar kW to e 

| child 1 have been. Iam a moſt wretched prodigal d of tþ 
1 left thy houſe and preſence and went into a far cou! ound 
0 try; ſar from thee, my bliſs and happineſs, But uo mities 


— — 


— . — — 
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MEDITATIONS. 11 5 


father, behold me deſiring to come back as a poor pe- 
tent, mourning and returning prodigal. I come from 
far country indeed, i come from the land of fin and 


ng the 
r, that 


7 


ake me {arkneſs.; I come from the trontiers of hell, from the 
y heart ery borders of the burning lake! Ah, fooliſh creature 
nſe me Hat I am, How have I foriaken thee the fountain of 


Ome te 
alſe me 
ears ol 
e more 


ring waters! How fond have I been of broken eiſterns, 
nd in love with filthy puddles? O the baſeneſs, the diſ- 
genuity, the ingratitnde that I have been guilty of. I 
ze reſiſted thy power, deſpiſed thy wiſdom, under- 


is bloodſalued thy goodneſs! Father of mercies, I now ſee what 
hearted evil thing and bitter it is to forſake the Lord. Holy 
Chriſt's {Word Jeſus, I now. {ce what indignities I have done 
drop at{Mzainſt thee ! Thy bleſſed body was dreadfully-torn with 


ils upon the croſs, and thy precious blood inhumanly 


this re-Mſpilt by thy crucifiers! But Oh? have not I occaſioned 
trample ore grief and ſorrow to thee by my manifold ſins 
tice wa gainſt light and love? They crucihed thee but once, 
poſhble,WMWat I have crucified thee day after day! They crucified 


hear theaice becauſe they knew the not; but I have known thee 


Ho ii bat thou art in thyſelf, the Lord of glory, and what 
m then ou art to me, a tender and merciful Father; yet I 
nſelves Wave continued to crucify thee afreſn.—0 Holy Spirit, 
believe have reſiſted thy ſtrivings, quenched thy motions, de- 


diſhed thy work, and put thee away grieved. But, 
ord, I condemn my folly, and ſee my miſery, Oh, 
hat have T gained by offending thee? nothing but ſhame 
nd confuſion, fear, (trembling, and horror! O what 
ait had I in theſe things whereof I am now aſhamed! 
But, Father, I have heard of thy compaſſions to the 
alty when they confeſs and forſake and turn to thee : 
I nerefore though I am aſhamed like the Publican. to 
| up my eyes to heaven; yet let me with humble Mag- 
dene come behind thee weeping, and waſh thy feet 
ith my tears, and kiſs them. And let me hear the 


| thee es of pardon from thy mouth. Thou cameſt Lord, 
theke to call the righteous, but ſinners to repentance 
rodigab A of theſe I am chief. Lord, I am fall of difeaſes, full 
far cou wounds, full of plague-ſores, full of weakneſs and in- 


ities full of ſins and pollutions. Here, Lord, is 
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work for thy ſtrong hand, work for thy wonder - working 
blood, O ſtreteh out thy hand and ſave.—“ Father, 
d am no more worthy to be called thy fon, make me 
one of thy hired ſervants;“ and thou knoweſt no hire, 
no wages will ſatisfy me but thyſelf; Lord give me thy 
ſelf, be thou my excecding great reward. 

| Lord, I am fo vile a creature, that I may fear to 


ny. hea 
od's me 
Wourn an 
d not n 
om me! 
eed lor 
s, that 


come and preſent a petition to thee upon thee knee, and ils, and 

far more to come and fit down with thee at thy hol wha L 
Table: If John Baptiſt, a Taint of the firſt magnitude eng the 
thought himſelf not worthy to ſtoop down and Joo see re 
the latchet of thy ſhoes, ſhall I who am loaden with fins Lore 
adventure to a holy ſeaſt, where angels wait as minil d what 

Tring ſpirits? But, Lord, in thy compaſſion receive me . c 
ho am u 


| this comes not to excuſe, but to accule myſelf, wit 
eyes caſt down, ſmiting on my breaſt with the Publican 
« Lord, be merciful to me, a ſinner.” Thou didſt gr 
_cioully accept of the Publican's prayer, of Mary May 
dalane's tears, the faith of the thief on the crols, til 


KR Mme to 
eat th 
Would cor 
_rily cor 


repentance of Peter, and of thoſe that crucified the 1 inſtar 
By thele inftances of thy mercy, Jam encouragel tt ndemne 
draw near to thee; O ſend me not away empty, lelt tings 1 
faint by the way; but ſatisfy my needy ſoul with t dwell i 
food of thy heavenly banquet, that I may receive ſpl E bd; the 

ritual ſtrength and nouriſhment to eternal life. Mm leavi 
Lord, hear my cry, and hide not thy face from mM th, to. 

When Manaſſeh dried to thee, thou hadſt reſpec p** of It 
his prayer: When the Ninevites humbled themſel rand n 
before thee, thou walt intreated ; yea, thou inviteſt th Ire 

1 


-moſt crimſon and ſcarlet coloured ſinners, to come 2! 
reaſon with thee, and aſſures them, thou wilt caſt 0 

none that come, —Many thouſands, who have. eng 

rienced the truth of thy word, are, at this hour ny 
ing thy praiſes, and exalting thy free grace. Lord, 

thou make me alſo a monument of thy free 2225 to 
cternity. 

: Ah, I may bo aſhamed to Peak oF merey und orac 
who have ſo long abuſed thy grace, and trampled « 
the blood that ſhould ſave me. O that I could mov 

{ and weep all my life for it. Oh, what ſhall do with 


ould © 
mer, N 


1 


MEDITATIONS. Þ ny 
yy heart that will not break and melt for abuſing 


od's mercy, and trampling Chriſt's blood! Oh ſhall I 
Journ and weep for a dead corpſe, or departed friend, 


Working 
ather, | 
KC me at 
no hire 
me thy 


um me! Shall the dear Son of God weep, ſweat, and 
eed lor us; and we not weep for ourſelves, or ſor our 
5, that pierced his head with thorns, his hands with 
ils, and his fide with a ſpear, and his heart with ſor- 


fear to 


nee, and | 
thy hae Lord Jeſus, I look to thee for a penitent heart, 
g vituct ing thou tells me, thou art exalted for this very end, 


14 loo give repentance to Iſrael. 
with ſins 


as minib 


d what am I, the unworthieſt of men, that thou 
puldſt call me to fit with thy children at thy Table, 


c1ve mil. 

elf, vie am unworthy as a dog to creep under it; yea cal- 
publica fe to eat the bread of angels, who am not worthy 
lid gu Neat the bread of men !—Amazing love! that God 
ry Magz ould court thoſe to obedience, whom he ean peremp - 
roſs, th ply command to it; and in caſe of diſobedience, pu- 


n inſtantly in hell; thet he ſhould take poor ſlaves; 


fied the 
ndemned to the priſon of hell, and make them crown» 


raged t 


ty, let kings in heaven; that he ſhould not only be willing 
with dell in fleſh, but alſo to give us this fleſh for our 
cive ol Md; that he ſhould not only ſave us ſrom hell, but 


Lord, what is man that thou art mindful of him ?? 


d not mourn for a dead heart, or for God's departing 


In leave his throne in heaven, and loſe his life on 


ſrom meth, to enthrone us in his kingdom! Theſe are pro- 
eſpect N oſ love, which ſhould engage us to love our Savi- 
hemſelbre r and mourn for fin while we live.—Lord Jeſus, pity 
viteſt thifſW*enting, returning Prodigal, take him home, and 
come aue him thy ſervant for ever. It is highly juſt, that 
t caſt ooff®uld offer up myſelf a living ſacrifice to my Re- 
ve. ext Fuer, who offered up himſclt a dying ſacrifice for my 
10ur i emption. : 55 | | = 


Lord, 


ace to 


nd orac 
mpled ( 
1d mou 
o with 
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MEDITATION XXX. 


From SONG, i. 4. 
Ie will remember thy Love. 
FT. Go, bleſſed Jeſus, at thy call to remember thy lor 


at thy holy Table; thy words have an awful ſour 
in my ears, „Do this in remembrance of me.” Ik 


much in them, in obedience ts them J will do this i 


remembrance of thy dwelling in fleſh; in memory oft 
love that carried thee to the manger, to the garde 


and to the croſs for me; in memory of the infinite pric 
of thy blood which thou didſt ſhed; in memory ol i 
victory obtained by it over the enemies of my foul; 1 


memory of the deliverance ſrom wrath, and the immo 
tal glory thou haſt purchaſed by it for me: Thong 


thou didſt die and lie in the grave, yet thy love {if 
ever live in my heart. Glory to thee, thou art now! 
live in heaven; O come and live with me; let nee 


I bliſs the 


thy love be one moment out of my view. 
for this laſling memorial of thy love. | 


I look on this ſacrament as no real or proper {act 
hee, as many do, but only as a repreſentation or col 


memoration of the real ſacrifice Chriſt offered on 
croſs. I do no more at the Lord's Table, than wil 
_ Chriſh did at it: Since he offered no ſacrifice at 

table, neither do I: He only did commemorate that 
crifice he was going to offer, and the ſame, and no mo 


do I. It any ſhould ſay that Chriſt offered a real fac! 


fice, when he inſtituted this ſacrament, then the ob 
tion on the croſs would have been ſuperfluous, bee 
ſinners would have, been redeemed by that of the {upp 
which went before. | 5 | 
Now is the time for a folemn commemoration. oft 
love: Oh, ſhall I be unmindful of thy love at this ſe 
when thou waſt ſo mindful of me at it, made thy tel 
ment, put me in it, and leſt me precious legacic 
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ade me remember thee, ſuch as life and light, pardon 
id peace, rigliteouſneſs and ſtrength, gracc and glory. 


O how heroic, how generous and free is thy love to 
nful worms! We had done nothing to oblige thee ; no— 
ing laweſt thou in us to engage thy love to us; but 
uch didſt thou ſee in us to incenſe thee againit us. 
hen we were without firength, ungodly finners, and 
emies thou loved us, and Gdiedit for us. Greater 
thy lol love hath no man than this to lay down his life ſor 
ſal ſoun his friends ;* but far greater love hath God- man, Who 
„ 1 {Mid dosen his life for his enemies! O what ſhall I think 
o this i this love! It had been wonderſul love in an angel to 
ry of thc ſtooped to be united to a lump of earth, and there- 
e garde ſuffered for us, though it could not bave paid our 
nite prieſt But, O my foul, here is one more valuable than 
ry of 1M! the angels in heaven, that has ſtooped to do it! 
ſoul; The Word was made ficih, and dwelt among us!“ 
e immo hen L was like Iſaac bound on the altar, he. freely 
ThougWered himſelf to be made a ſacrifice to fatisfy juſtice for 
love {11888 ; Father, {aid he, © lo I come to do thy will I take 
rt now! delight! | g 
let ner Remember this love, O my ſoul, the Son of God is 
bliſs thMWcome-the ſon of man ſor thee, that thou mighteſt be 
3 uſed to the dignity of a ſon of God! He * was in- 
per ſacrMWitely rich, for my take became poor, that I, a poor 
n or colÞkcd creature, might become rich and well chad, 
d on te can I look on the | incarnation and birth of my Re- 
than wilWcmer, and not remember his love with wonder! Can 
ce at behold the manger his bed, and not adore the love 
te that eit brought him to lie in it: > O how low were the cir- 
d no m0 inſtances of the heir of heaven, when he came to ſo- 
real ſaei urn on earth, who had neither a houſe to live in, nor 
the obl{Wcſiate to live upon, but muſt be ſubſiſted by the 3 
8, becalfitality of others, and irequently his fare was very 
the ſupp" - Amazing prodigy of divine love! God loops to 
ell in flesh, and gives us bis fleſh to feed upon in the 
ion of trament ! He not only pardons our fins and ſaves us 
this ſeiem hell; but leaves his throne in heaven, loſes his life 
thy tel earth, and wades through hell to enthrone us in bis 
egacics dom, and make us crowned kings for ever. —Bleſſed 


220 -  _SACRAMENTAL 
| be the Lord that gives me a communion-ſabbath to i 
member this love! What ſhall I render to thee for it 
A day of glad tidings! Thou haſt often, on ſuch a di 
Viſited the earth and watered it, and made it rich wi 
thy ſhowers! May thy grace and ſpirit drop on ust 
day, like rain on the mown graſs. 
Lord, I am not worthy to touch the threſhold oft 
houſe, and yet thou calleſt me to thy table! Not vo 
thy to ſtand among thy ſervants, and yet thou woul: 
have me fit with my Redeemer! Not worthy to lie: 
thy footſtool, and yet thou wouldſt make my heart ih 


leſus C 
t] cou 
ſes, in 
mot ing 
n for ev 


throne! Not worthy to eat the bread of men and ye H 
thou calleſt me to eat the bread of angels! O love wo 
thy to be remembered to all generations! Lord enlight: OW 
my eyes, and give me a clearer. view of thy love, tha ta 
ever | got: and while I am muſing on it, let the ! Mar 
burn; O make my heart burn within me with love fe a rel 
him that loved us. ter tak 
O my ſoul, conſider the greatneſs of Chriſt's love Wp®vour : 
the cup he drank for the l. How legible is it in his tee tha 
and prayers, his groans and cries, his agony and ſwei lweat 
his wounds and blood, and all for us! O let this mate to ra 
leſs love beget in me the warmeſt love and uffection ¶ condit 
him that loved us let the fire of Chriſt's l becom 
burn up my luſts and worldly love like ſtabble ; and Py, fo 1 
move the coldneſs of my heart to him! Oh, that 1 coulÞod as : 
weep bitterly that I cannot bring this vile heart ner of 
mine to love the Lord Jefus more! Oh, thall I through we 
away my affections upon every worthleſs object, ay th; 
yet have none for the lovelieſt object of the whole crc ar aboy 
tion of God; and yet one that would needs die fer mult no! 
to become my ranſom, ſacrifice and atonement ? |: Wy man 
the character of theſe who are Chriſt's ſpouſe ? Is it Mee man 
character of the whole army of Martyrs; and of -v<]ny, y 
believer, to love Chriſt, and ſhall not 1 love him tooWemer 
—Oh, the virgins love thee ; the upright love thee; 4 ked his 
every “one of them ery, O thou whom my ſob] Joveid; he ſeou 
and ſhall not L join theſe chaſte lovers ?—Or hall U bve big 
expoſed to the terrible fate of theſe who want love! tails, 
Chriſt! 1 Cor. xvi. 23. „If any man love not the Lo giv, 


MEDITATIONS _ . 2m 
leſus Chriſt, let him be Anathema, Maranatha,” -O 


t] could expreſs my love to him in adorations and 
les, in deſiring his preſence, loving his members, 
moting his kingdom on earth, and longing to be with 
n for ever. 5 
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MEDITATION XXXI 
From Is A. liii. 5. 
He was wounded for our Tranſęręſſiont. 


OW amazing is the love of God to fallen man, is 

taking a body to be pierced and wounded for 
Man did caſt off the image of his Maker, and be- 
he a rebel and run-away from God: And, behold, his 
ker takes on him man's image to reſtore him again 
flavour: Yea, he aſſumes our nature, when at the 
ſt, that ſo he might ſigh, groan, grieve, weep, ſor- 
\ ſweat, bleed, and die for undone man; and he did 


*'s love! 
his teat 
nd {wes 


iis mates to raiſe him from his miſerable ſtate, to a hap- 
T-&ion WE condition than he was in before his fall. - Had not 
riſt's l become man, we conld not have enjoyed him ſo 
> and ri ly, ſo familiarly as we may do now. The enjoyment 
at 1 cou od as a Redeemer, a huſband, a brother, is another 
heart Wer of enjoyment of him than of God as a Creator. 
11 1 three we ruined ourſelves, and fel under wrath, yet 
bject, al by the incarnation has recovered us, and made us 
hole erer above all we had to loſe. But, ere this be done, 
ie ſor mult not only be man, but he muſt be wounded ſor 
nt? le man's fins; yea, wounded to death, and crucified, - 


? Is it t 
} of eve 


Ire man could be raiſed up to live with God. | 
any, yea annumerable, were the wounds my God. 


- him tooueemer received for me; as, by the. thorns that 
thee ; ed his head, by the pincers that plucked his þair, 
11oveib e ſeourge that tore and furrawed his back: beſides - 
hae big wounds made in his hands and feet by the 


ut love! nails, and in his fide by the ſpear; and the many 
e re Lees given his ſoul by the curſcs of the law. Now, 
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all theſe wounds are opened as ſo many mouths to cif ſorr 
us to flec into them for ſafety from the ſword of juſt fic bro 
— Now theſe wounds were unſpeakably painſul, bei. tl 
_ mvenomed by our ſins. Crucifying, in itfelf, was ane kignatl 
ceeding painful death; the four big nails whereon H drea- 
body hung, pierced the moiſt finewy and nervous pz ec Ch. 
of the body, and conſequently molt ſenſible of pain; ban, 
hence the Romans expreſſed torment by a word be of his 
rowed from the Croſs; and make cruciate ſignify to tq dear 
ment. Thus was our innocent Saviour wounded on e hin 
Croſs, cruciate or tormented, and all to fave us ir bleed 
eternal torments. t this a 
Aſtoniſhing fight! The eternal Son of God w hog 4 of G 
the angels worſhip, wounded to death, hung by nails e it 
a Crols, tortured and racked for ſeveral hours: i 4 WO ny 
the mean time, loaded with reproach and ſcorn i ads, a 
thele he died for! Never ſuch a fight as this! it ftr“ haſt 
terror in the whole creation. Tas fon hid its face, en to 
could not behold it, the vail of the temple rent in twa Liſe, t. 
the earth quaked, the rocks rent, the dead were mot publes, - 
and their graves opened: And even his enemies we led my 
ſtruck with amazement, and made to thri ak, and dagge 
6 Truly this was a righteous. perſon ; this was the » it are 
« of God.” O my fout; employ all thy. faculties, all "25 ct 
thoughts, to ſtudy, pore, and penetrate into, this aw tha 
ſabje, it deſerves the profoundett regard and clo my 8 
attention: Hence the great Apoſile determined to {tu like v 
and know nothing but! 2 0's me, 
This amazing tragedy ought to create in me al leaf 
greateſt abhorence of fin, the cauſe of it. Never cal l ſuſſer 
appear more exceeding ſinful, apd hatcful, than in! How dr 
wounding and erucifying of the Son of God. Our tri our ſi 
greſſions were the nails 1 ſpear that wounded his no le 
cred bo dy, and the ford that pierced his ſoul, 1h It Pierce 
were the judas that betrayed him, the ſoldiers t idea a 


bound him, blindſolded and mocked him, the pilate if de bis 
condemned him, the executioners that mailen him to aur bl 
eurſed tree: It was our fins that put the {word in er in f 


ene mies hands, Ile became a curſe ſor us. All the V preſe 


* f or ] 


riſi on, mockery, and Contempt; all the pain, ſuſler 
% .® A . 
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he ſorrow he endured, did proceed from our fins ; 
ge; brought him to the Crolis, and to the grave.— 
tus then turn our hatred, and diſcharge our fiereeſt 
lignation againſt our ſins, let them be our averſion. 
| dread for ever; let me always look on fin, that eru- 
ed Chriſt, with horror and trembling. Never ſuch 
inſtance of the ſtrianeſs and ſeverity of God's jaſties, 
| of his abhorrence of ſin as here! He would not Parc 
dear Son, when he ſtood in the room of finners, not 
are him one {tripe or wound, when he eried; but let 
bleed and die, till fin was fully atonied for! Can I 
this and not cry, O curfed fin! Marderer .of_the 
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whom W2 of God; away wich it; away with it; erueiſy it, 
dy nails Icily it. 

s: and. O my foul, ſee the evil of fin in the glaſs of Chriſt 3 
corn nds, and Gufferives i in his body and ſoul! Say, O fin, 
it dralhet haſt thou done! Thou haſt provoked the God of 
ace, oc. to fiery indignation! Thou haſt killed the Prince 


Life, turned angels into devils, filled the earth with 
bibles, and hell with precious ſouls! If any body had 


t In twat 


re move 
mies we ed my ſather, would I embrace the murd erer, or love 
„ and | | dagger that was beſmeared with his "coo ? But 
as the et are all my relations to“ my Lord, my love that 


vas crucificd!” O that my eyes were fountains of 
W's, that I might weep day and night for my ſins that 
my Saviour! Oh, ſt-ny heart, for ſhame, become 
i like wax, and be melted in the midſt of my bowels! 
ois me, that I can grieve no more ſor my ſins. Let 
at leaſt revenge my Savicur's death upon my ſins, 
L ſuſſer them no longer to live in me. 


jes, all: 
this asg 
and elo! 
ed to {tu 


in me 


Ver cal 
han in! How dreadſul muſt 185 guilt of theſe be who willingly 
Our tra our fin, and delight. in the murder of our Lord's 2 
ded lis no leſs than to kiſs the nails, or to hug the ſpear 


al. Th it pierced; him. They make that their joy which made 
diers tl * a man of ſorrow! They make light of that which 
pilatc .. bis ſoul heavy unto death. Oh, have 1 ſeen my 
hum tour bleeding to death by ſin, and ſhall 1 live any 
vord iner in ſin that wounded him? When a temptation to 
All the ls preſented, ſhall J ever diſpute any more, whether 
„ bullen or Barabbas ſhall be preſerred? My luſts denied, 


E 
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or my Lord crucified? Whether theſe ſins ſhall be f 


faken by me, that made Chriſt to be forſaken of Gat wand 


Whether that ſhall be ſweet to me, that was ſo bitt ra 
and deadly to him? Oh, was my lovely Jeſus a man I 1... 
forrows. all his life, and ſometimes made to ſay, * ere 
*© foul is exceeding ſorrowfal;“ and ſhall not I be {oli Fan 
ry for, and abhor theſe fins that cauſed all his ſorroſ 152 4 

O may the believing view of Chriſt's wounds and i Bea 
ſerings which he endured for my fins, and to ſave viſt i: 
from that wrath which they deſerved, kindle the fire os 
love in my ſoul to Chriſt.— Lord, thou art the (WM... f. 
that was wont to anſwer thy people by fire; O pity 1 geo A 


and anſwer my meditations and prayers, by kindlingt 
holy fire of love in my heart, and let that fire put o 
the impure fire of my luſts and corruptions, and inſpi 
me with holy zeal and activity in thy ſervice. Od 


end us, 
[liſh h 
the N 


Chrift freely give himſelf to be a ſin- offering for m 80 
and ſhall not 1 give myſelf a thank- offering to hin 1 97 
Surely it is highly reaſonable that I ſhould offer up Mf bre 
ſelf a living ſacrifice to my Redeemer, who offered: hy fait 
himſelf a dying ſaerifice for my redemption. bd his 
FAR _ ES os ies, {41 
og CNET | . Chriſt 
MEDITATION XXXII. CR 
| | | 9 9 7 om hes 
From Jon vi. 51. od's ſr, 

6 | | : | | 8 to 
Jam the living bread that came down from herven : Head £ 


mam eat of this bread, he ſhall live for ever. ain, t! 


HRIST crucified is our manna, or heavenly bre "ah pl 

that preſerves the life of the ſoul, and it is 0 en od 

by faith it muſt be received and eaten. Bread i ng, | 
comprehenſive word, including all things neceſſary = mY 
this life ; ſo Chriſt, our ſpiritual bread, is a moſt co "a 


prehenſive blefling, including all we want, ſeeing © he 
* made of God to us, wildom, righteouſneſs, ſanctifi 
„ tion, and redemption.“ Again, bread is the m 
neceſſary thing for our life, and the want of it bri 
the greateſt miſery; ſo Chriſt is the moſt neceſſ 


Nl ION S. T. 

U be ſo Heſſing to the ſou!, and the want of him makes a man 
| of G0 þ. pave 1iL ane: 2 v 10 through eternity. It is a great- . 
lo bitt er miſery to have 19 Saviour for the foul, than to have 
28 — v bread for the body. Chriſt alone is the bread that 
ay, preſerves us .jrom ſoul famine, and that nouritheth us 

1 be ſo to eternal life; he is the bread of life, the living bread. 
loro Lord, give us evermore this bread. 5 
s and f | Roead is called the ſtaff and ſtay of man's life; ſo 
o lave Mnriſt is the ſtaff and ſtay of our ſpiritual life, he up- 
the href 14s our Puls in life. He is the ſtaff that faint and 

| the 6 reary ſouls muſt. lean to, in going up through this 
pity nilderneſs : Yea, Chriſt our living bread is a ſtaff to de- 
ndling! end us, and to beat off our enemies, and to put all the 
e put eli hoſt to flight. That was a ſtrange dream of one 
nd oy the Midianites Judg. vii. 13. © Behold, a cake of bar- 
25 p ey bread came tumbling into the hoſt of Midian, and 
Ha ſmote a tent.“ Strange T6 picce of bread to overturn 
fer up tent? Behold this: fi made rocd in the ſacrament. 
ored Lhe bread there which repreſents Chriſt, when received 


ven: If 6 


fich faith upon him, will tumble into the hoſts of 8 Ie 
ad his luſis, theſe Midiavites who vex us with. thei 

les, ſtrike down their tents, and pat them all to dicht. 
Chriſt is the bread that came down from heaven, of 
hich the Ifraclites manna, that God ſent miraculouſly 
bom heaven, was an eminent type. That manna was 
od's ſree gilt to the murmuring and rebellious Ifracl-. 
ts to preſerve them from ſtarving in the deſerts where 
read could not be had: This manna was a cunious 


ire an, that made fine bread, with which God ſurniſned 
renly bre km: plentifully every morning ſrom the clouds, ſuft- 
d it is 0 ent to ſatisſy 699,000 men. But Chriſt, our ſpiritual 
Bread i- anna, doth far 88 theirs, though he was relembled 
.ceſſary| | theirs in ſome things, Manna was firſt grinded and 
moſt eo en, and baken in ovens, before it was made bread 
eing „be them; and fo the grain which! makes our ordinary 
, ſanQili 2d uſt be threſhed and grinded betwixt two mill- 
bo the Mes, and baked by the force of hve. : before we cat it: 
of it bri Chriſt the antitype, was threſhed-and bruiſed, and 
A necell; inded betwixt the millſtones of Divine Juſtice 24 our 


Is, and alſo roaſted by the ire of wrath, that he might: 
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be fit bread ſor ſaving the lives of our ſouls ; and all But, 
this we ſhould call to mind, when we ſee and make ue livin; 
of the bread in the holy ſupper. ke ule 
The Ifraelites manna came down to them with thWord's t: 
dew ; ſo Chrid, with the benefits of his purchaſe, cone ent, ne 
to us by the dews and influences of the Holy Spirit. Maith is 
Their manna fell round about their tents, and ever eney ou 
man was free to gather it; ſo every man is at freedoath or 
to gather our heavenly manna. The Ifraelites bMrcctneſ; 
hoved to go out of their tents to gather theirs ; lo 6 isfactior 
will have us to go forth, and be at pains to get ofiſfating, | 
ſpiritual food. God who rained manna about their ten belie 
could have rained it into their mouths ; but he loves nWrength, 
to encourage floth in his people, but would have theWread in 
at all pains to make ſure of Chriſt for their portioFur rect 
As the Iſraclites gathered daily, ſo we muſt be daaith, he 
going to Chriſt, and making uſe of him. As they s by ex 
thered early in the morning, ſo Gbd would have us lcd ſtrer 
ing after Chriſt in the morning of our lives. king 1 
O how far doth our heavenly manna excel that {Whriſt, a 
the Iſraelites! Theirs but fed the body, and could ihiritual 
preſerve them from death at laſt; but our manna ſeeiſparfare, 
the ſon], and nouriſhes to eternal life, and preſerves aan, 
that eat of it ſrom eternal death, ——Theirs ſell O tha 
on the Sabbath- day; nor durſt they go to ſeek it Her this 
that day; but ours falls every day, and double on it, for 1 
Sabbath; and therefore God calls us to double our Han a h 
ligence, in gathering it on the Sabbath. — Their mary man 
continued only in the wilderneſs, and ceaſed when ieee of 
came to Canaan ; but ours continueth for ever, and Met befor 
fulleſt enjoyment of it is in the heavenly Canaun ; Wic-awal 
| therefore all true Iſraelites long to be there. im to 2 
O how lamentable is their ſolly, who ſpend all t Porld's 
time and thoughts in ſeeking bread to their bodies, Mad ſays 
are careleſs and indifſerent about the bread of li4Farving 
their ſouls! All their care is to ſupport the clay bo I hay: 
but let the foul ſtarve that inhabits it. Oh, it is but ſi read; 
time they can enjoy the bread they are ſo concerned ee to 


the bodies they mind ſo much, muft ſoon be meat ¶ not be 


© worms, and the fouls they neglect a prey ſor devils en, the 
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But, whatever others do, may I be wiſe to provide 
be living bread for my ſoul, and learn to cat it, and 
ake uſe of it by faith, and eſpecially when I go to the 
ord's table; for without faith we can get no nourith- 
ent, no life, nor ſtrength from this heavenly bread : 
aith is the mouth that eats the bread of life, and ſucks 
oney out of the rock. Now, the Spirit of God calls 
wth or believing, an eating, becauſe by it we taſte the 
ieetneſs ond excellency of Chriſt, and have great ſa- 
isfaction in partaking of Chriſt and his benefits. As by 
ting, our bodies increaſe in ſtrength and ſtature ; ſo 
y believing our ſouls grow in grace and ſpiritual 
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loves un ength, to run in God's ways. As by cating, the 
ave thread incorporates and becomes one with us; ſo by 
r portiofur receiving and applying Chriſt's broken body by 
be daifWflith, he is made one with us, and we one with him. 


; they p 


b by eating bread, men live upon it, and get ſupport 
e us le 


nd ſtrength for working or journeying ; ſo believers by 
joking to, and truſting wholly in the righteouſneſs of 
hriſt, and the merit of his blood, they feed and receive 
Piritual nouriſhment, and ſtrength for their work and 
arfare, and ſo make progreſs in their j Journey to Ca- 


el that 
could n 
anna fee 


eſerves aan. 

s ſell e O that I had a ſpiritual hunger and ſharp appetite 
ſeek it Mr this bread of life, and were deſiring and longing for 
ble on i, tor the ſupport and nouriſhment of my ſoul, more 
le our ban a hungry man doth for bread to his body. A Ban- 
cir mary man periſhing for want of bread, would pnefer a 
when tice of bread before many bags of gold, if both were 
er, and Met before him, and he allowed to make his choice; ſo 


naun; be awakened ſoul that ſees his need of Chriſt, orefers” 


1d all tMPorld's comforts, he is ſtill diſſatisfied without Chriſt, 
bodies, Wind ſays, What will all theſe things avail me, if my 
1 of liſqarving ſoul periſh without Chriſt the bread of life ? 
elay bo I have many arguments to plead with God for this 
is but read; Lord, do not thy free calls and promiſes bind 
cerned ee to give me it? Thou haſt ſaid, © The necdy ſhall 


"not be ſorgotten.”—Ts not Chriſt, the bread 1955 hea- 
en, thee ſree gift of God to periſlipg ſouls? And doſt 


r devi 


im to a whole world; give him never ſo eh of the 
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thou not invite theſe to- eome and eat · it that love 
money or price to give ſor tit — Lord, thou hai. og 
pallion upon the bodies of men when they had no wn 
to cat, and didit provide bread ſor 5000, of them iy 
miracle, and liaſt thou mot as much compaſſion 16 tan 
ing ſouls that are far more precious ?—Lord, tha 
giveſt natural affections to cart lly parents, and ink 
them pitiſul to their children, when they cry for brei 
To that they cannot ſhut up their bowels againſt tha 
when hungry, nor will they give them a ſtone inſtead; 
bread: And will.my heavenly Father, who is infinite 
more compaſſionate than the moſt tender parents, ref 
the bread of life to ſtarving ſouls who,cry carneſily b 
it? Lord, I truſt in thy mercy, and depend on thy pt 
miſe, | believe thou wilteſt not let a poor hungry beggt 
ſtarve and fall down at thy door, when there is bre 
enough 4 in thy houſe, and to ſpare. O cauſe me to {in 
with the Pſalmiſt, Pſal. xiii. 5. Bat J have truſted! 
thy mercy, my heart ſhall rejoice in thy ſalvation, 
0 | 
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SCRIPTURE TEXTS. 


x 5 | U 1 
From Gun vii. 1. 


| Come thou and all nay Houſe into the Ark. 


A 8 God in bis mercy called Noah to come into the 
Ark prepared for him and his houſchold, to 
le him from drowning in the great deluge, ſo God, by 
he goſpel, calls you, O man, to come into the ark, . 
Chriſt crucified,” which he hath provided for periſh- 
ng linners, to ſave them from the deluge of wrath that 
3 coming, God hath long forewarned you of it; nay, 
be flood is beginning to riſe, it is time ſor thee to flee. 
o this ark; believe it, there is no other way for thy 
aſety: The. ark of thy prayers, or of thy tears, convic- 
ons, or reformations, will not ſave thee from-it ; no- 
bing will do it but the ark Chriſt. 
As all who were out of Noah's ark periſhed. i in the 
lood, ſo will all periſh who are out of Chriſt. —-'Theſe 
di the old gs? who only came near to the ark; or 
ouched the outſide of i it, they 8 if ey did not 
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enter into it; ſo in like manner will theſe.periſh, wh 
only come near Chriſt by an outward proſeſſion, and 
are not found in him by a true faith. | 

As the ark gave a good account of all that entered 
inte it, not one of them was loſt in the flood; fo vil 
Chriſt give a good account at the laſt day of all that fy 
to him by faith: None ſhall pluck them out of his hand, 
not one of them ſhall periſh in the deluge of wrath; 
Chriſt will preſent them all ſafe to his Father, © Behold 
here am I, and the children thou haſt given me.“ 

As Noah's ark was acceſſible, and had a door init 
for people to enter; ſo in a erueified Jeſus there 1s a 
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door of acceſs opened, even a door of ſaith, where Mak 
poor ſinners of the Gentiles may have acceſs to Chril, Huties, r 
and to God in him Acts xiv. 27. As Paul and Barnabas Wood, wh 
rchearſed it as glad tidings to the church, that * GolÞpoſe thel 
„had opened a door of faith unto the Gentiles;“ ſo ve he a: k a 
Gentile ſinners ſhould gladly receive the news. Glory Hon cont 
to God in the higheſtfor-opening this deor of faith, and; the; 
keeping it ſtill open to periſhing ſinners. lone. 
Come then, O Gentile ſinner, enter in by this doo ratb, i! 
to the ark, and lodge thy ſoul within it, that thou may e {]is hte 
be ſaſe from the flood of wrath that is eoming upon tips the 
. ungodly world. God forbid you be found hovering 2d, 
without the ark, until the flood come and waſh you of ery wha 
from the very ſides of it. O how diſmal and cutting wil eeeſtity 
the thought be to you through all eternity, that youBars and 
was ſo near Chriſt, and within a ſtep of the ark, ard ſtop y. 
ſometimes touching it, and yet never entered ir to it! ures, we 
How ſad will it be te periſh, like the thief upon the any, div 
crofs, with a Saviour at your ſide, and to fink into helge the ar 
petwixt the arms of mercy\ſtretched forth to ſave you he hoſt © 
Now, poor foul, the ark is near you, flee to it wit" your s 
ſpeed: behold, for your encouragement, there is a wir heirs. 
row opened in the ſide of the ark, and merey's hand . 34%, 
put forth to take in ſhelterleſs doves who come to i ed's ar 
Now is the time to beſtir yourſelves, to come into thefrueified 
ark without delay, and ſo prevent your perithing in 14's . 
r | e them « 


flood for ever. | 
FILE a devi 


* 


ADVICE S. 137 
2. What ſhall T do to get into the ark, viz. a eru- 


Pified Jeſus ! 9 5 | 
A. 1. Be like Yoal's dove which he ſent forth, fee 


Who 
and 


tered Nhat you find no reſt for the fole oi q our foot any where 
o will Nite; turn your back upon all other arks of men's de vi- 
at fl; Ming, they are all iniufficient to lave you from the flood: 
hand, Make not an ark of the abſolute mercy of God out of 
rath; briſt, teeing he declares a erucified Jetus to be the only 
chollWhanncl of his mercy. —— Make not an ark of church 
«© privileges, as your good education, admiſſion to ſcahng 
int rdinances, &c. for the ark did not fave Stuloh, nor the 
e 152 Hltar's horns ſave Joab, nor the temple ſave Jeruſalem. 
ere; Make not an ark of your gifts, knowledge, pray ers, 
Abri, Huties, moral honeſty, or ſelf righteouſnels, for the 
"nabss Hood, when it comes, will daſh all theſe in pieces. Sup- 
God boſe thele of the old world had built other ſnips as like 
io we he a: k as poſlible, or had fled to high towers of their 
Glory pen contriving the deluge would have deſtroyed them 
h, and; there was no ſafety for them but in Noah's ark 
lone. So whatever arks you deviſe to fave you from 
s door Wrath, if a crucified Chrilt, the ark of God's building, 
mayl We {]ishted, the flood will ſweep away all your own arks, 
on thts the “refuge of lies,“ Ifa, xxviil. 17. TY 
verig 24/9, Labour to be thoroughly convinced of your mi- 
ou ci ery while out of the ark; and, in a deep ſenſe of your 
ng wilWececllity of getting into it, break preſently over all the 
at you 8Wars and hindrances which the devil caſts in your way 
8, and ſtop your entry into the ark, as unbelief, ſinful plea- 
to it Mares, worldly cares, preſumptuous hopes, carnal com- 
'n the BWany, diverſions, &c. break reſolutely through all theſe 
to lo the ark, as David's three mighty men brake through 
+ you: ne hoſt of the Philiſtines-to the well of Bethlehem; ſure- 
it wit! iy your arguments for doing it are far ſtronger than 
a win-Whcire, | | 

1and i 3d/y, Approve heartily the whole contrivanee of 
to „ ed's ark in all its rooms and ſtories: Approve Ctrift 
1to thefWrucihed in his perſon, natures, offices, and relations, in 
in 4's ſtate of humiliation and exaltat ion: Accept of him 


n them all, ſubſcribe to the whole new covenant ſcheme, 
a device worthy of God and of infinite wiſdom ; con. 
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ſent to the great end and deſign of it, namely, that {! 
be debaſed, and free grace eternally magnified. 

 4thly, Be frequently eſſay ing faith's flight unto the 
ark, and to the window in the ſide of it; make earnct 
mints, like Noah's reſtleſs dove, to get in; ſay oft like 
David, Pſal. lv. 6. O that I had wings like a dove, 


« for then I would fly away and be at reſt,” I wou Bel 
haſten my eſcape ſrom the flood, and lodge my ſoul this ws 
minute in one of the rooms of the ack. Believing 183 — 
work you ſhould be oſten eſſaying, and though you cat — 
not believe with ſaving faith, yet believe as you can, ured g1 
looking to God for more ſtrength. You cannot pray, 1 
praiſe, or ſanctify the Sabbath aright, yet you aim at 3 
theſe duties a5 you can, fo in like manner make honel ed 
mints at believing and flying to Chriſt; and aim in u En! 
: ſtrength to apply his blood, every man to his own foul 3 
in particular, by an appropriating faith (correſponding ET Ter, 
to the free goſpel offer) and taking home the remed) 4 — 
as his own; depending ill upon the Spirit's grace, who 3 
| will not fail theſe who. truſt in him, but aſſiſt them 18.» pe 
making ſaving application, F the ar 
_ &thly, Be willing to part with every thing that wou 1 
compete with God's ark, however ſpecious or plauſible 3 
a ſhew it may have. Renounee the old covenant, and u 100 - 
lurking. places about Mount Sinai, for in none of thele % 832 
you can find ſafety. bhor your own righteouſneſs jor F N 
an ark. whatever ſhape it appear in; and embrace hin 1 pa 
alone for it, who is © the Lord our Righteouſneſs.” p = * 
His righteouſneſs culy is ſpotleſs, perfect and law bids n bits 
. 1 i EE! heal 

6thly, Make a ſurrender of yourſelf, and all you have L caling 

to Jeſus Chriſt, to be diſpoſed of by bim as he pleaſeth; . 3 
Be willing to ſuffer the loſs of all things for him, yes pn 
count all things loſs and dung that you may win to tte Hie ars 
ark, and be found therein when the-flood cometh. 0 Sea 85 
4 to thi 
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A DV 1 G E M 
From RREv. iii. 20. 
Behold 1 fland at the door and noch, — 


+ OST nner; L bring you glad tidings; ; the eternal 
Son of God hath undertaken a long journey, and 


2 ca ared great fulferings to purchaſe ſalvation for thee! 
cad dear purchaſe it is, dear hath it coſt him to W 
Pra and now he hath brought it the length of thy door, 
oY d there, O man, Chriſt is ſtanding kno&k 113 3, at nd fay- 


>, This Gay ſalvation | is come to this houſe door,” 


in his a 1855 
en r take it in. Now can you refule, O inner. 


a ke in Chriſt's burchaſed ſa vation, when Gbriſt ha ath 
. hy me N ich it to thy very door, cven the door of th A 
* art? Behold he ſta inds at it, and £200Ks for entranec! 
9 3 


pen, open, &c. 
The arguments for your opening are Arong and 
any: 


I. Conſider at whoſc door Chriit doth ſand, even at 


em in 


would 
auſible 
and all 
theſe 
es or 
>e him 
neſs.” 


y bid 


abeggar's door, that hath nothing to entertain Chriſt 
th when he enters! yet faith he, Open to me, and IT 


t. —It'! is at the door*of a poor Lazarus, that is all 
of ulcers and ſores; yet; faith Chriſt, open and 1 


healing all your ſores, and for as colity as it is, it. 


ave | 
wo all coft you nothing.—Tt ! is even at the door of an ene- 
| 4 y a mortal enemy that Cbriſt ſtands; you have ſpoke 
Mp of him, thought. ill of him, and done ill to him ; you. 


ve affrotitel him, Wunde him, and lodged his trai- 
to the offers aud terms of reconciliation which 1 
Fe'purchaſed for you with my blood; they are moſt. 
ſpriſing and ſafe, eaſy and PATS; $07 f is at the 
Yr of 'Satan's ſlaves that Chriſt ſtands, theſe Who 
e deen !ong drudging at his work and ſeeding upon 


\ 


e door of a ercature infinitely below bim. Ok! it is, 
il bring ig proviſion with me, and make hes a rich 


1 bring | in the Balm of Gilead, a plaiſter of my blood 


P and ener yet, ſaith Chriſt, Open, and hear- 
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his huſks ; yet, ſaith Chriſt, Open to me, and I will 
you at liberty, and make you God's free men and c 
dren. Why then will you not open and receive him jy 
fully? O ſinner, ſtand amazed at Chriſt's condelcendi 
goodneſs, in ſtanding at the door of ſuch a {moky e 
tage, ſo ill ſwept and out of order! Good reaſon lm 
you to cry out, Lord I am not worthy. thou ſhoulf 
_ * come under my roof ;”” but, {ceing thou humbleſt th 
ſelf to viſit the unworthy in ſuch a manner, come i 
and but ſpeak the word, and the houſe {hall be cleankd 
diſcaſes healed, grievances redreſſed, and the foul mak 
happy. It is highly your mtereſt then to open the dow 
and welcome in your Saviour, who ſtands and knod 
ar 5, : . 
2. Again, conſider who it is that ſtands at you 
door: It is even the K ing of glory, a King of infinit 
power and majeſty! And will not you lift up the gate 
of your ſouls to this King? Were it but an earthly kin 
that knocked at your door, you would ſoon open ail 
receive him, yea, count it a great honour that you hi 
ſuch a perſon in your houſe ; but what are clay king 
to © the King of glory?“ To © the Prince of the king 
« af the earth?” To © our great Immanuel, the gloria 
* plant of renown,” the Head of the elect world? Wh 
then would not caſt the gates wide open to ſuch a gl 
rious King ?—Again, he is “ the everlaſting Father, 
and the Father of all believers, that ſtands and knocks 
A Father full of pity, that follows after his prodig 
children, and invites them to return to him And vil 
not a child open the door to his father! Can you i 
in your heart to keep your compaſſionate Father ſtan 
ing at your door? —Nay further, it is your huſbe 
that knocks, a loving huſband, that hath ſuffered mud 
for your cauſe: And will not an affectionate ſpouſe opt 
and let in her huſband? —Morecover it is vour phyſicll 
that knocks, who brings healing medicines. for all yo 
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diſcaſcs, by which hc hath cured, many thouſands Veonyo; 
fore now! And will not a ſick and dying man let in {uct dor beg 
p and 


s phyſeian t Open, O ſinner, why will you die. 


2 
1 


E. 1 


Aon s. ugg 


will . Conſider Chriſt's patience and long ſuffering at 
1d cir door, he doth not knock and then go away as one 
mn 1 ferent whether you open or not; no, he knocks and 
oY nds ſtill; he ſtands and knocks again, and that after 
wy 1 ny repulſes! No beggar wanting an alms would ſtand 
* long at our doors, as Chriſt ſtands at a beggar's 
1 5 pr, not fee ing to take from him, but wanting to give 
elt to him. —O wonder at his goodneſs and long patience! 
Ya hold he that hath a throne of glory to fit on, and ten 
75 puſand times ten thouſand to bow before him, is wil- 
14 , O ſinner, to ſtand at thy door! yea he ſtands whilſt 
i pu doſt lie in the boſom of thy luſts.— He ſtands with- 

n , whilſt his enemtes are let in and allowed to poſſeſs 
beſt ſeats !—He ſtands at the door while Satan is 
15 * in, and gets the eaſy chair! O wonderful patience ! 
"I at Chriſt after ſo many affronts and repulſes, and 
© 4 r ſeeing enemies preferred before him, ſhould con- 

Y. k ſtand at your door and knock! But, O ſinner, 
n J not try his patience too much, nor provoke him too | 
1 g; for obſerve the text, he now ſtands, he is on his = 
7 ti ready to go away; the knock will be given that ; 
Loro LG the laſt, and thou knoweſt not but the pre- 
5 W t knock may be. it, do not then delay to oped one 
h a gl ment longer. 
1 V. Conſider Chriſt's earneſt deſi re to be let into 
oY Kg heart, he not only ſtands 'at the door, bat he 
prodi eks; yea, knocks loud and knocks often, to convince 
ep of bis earneſtneſs. Many aloud knock doth he give, 

on fil his calls and invitations in his word, Come unto. 
N Gan e, upon unto me, look unto me.“ Many a knock 
huſbanl 4 he by his promiſes to you, I will come in, I Will 
1 md 4 you; I will cafe you, heal you, erilighten you, 
"fc opd — myſclf to you, &. Many a kndek gives he by 
hyſicul n of wrath and n. ia againſt” thoſe 
fl . wt the. doors aghtnſt him. Many a Knock gives 
nds U your own conſcience, and by his OR Spirit raiſ- 

t in {60 onvitions, inclinations, deſires and pufpoſts withe- / 
Als dur heart to bring you to a Saviour. And many 
e.end knock doth he give at your door on facra - = 
Pal occaſions. Then' i 3 is he knocks aloud with his ; 1 
A | 
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nailed hands and pierced. feet, and ſtands at your dn 


pmanuel 


with his, wapnds open, his blood fireaming, and his gur. proph 
ments died with blood: And all this to ſhew his ee goſpel 
neſtnels to be let; into your heart. — Open then to Chr rs home 
O ſinner, while heeis knocking, be aſſured he e wing the 
knock always, this may poſhbly be the laſt day n and 1 
Spirit's knocks and ſtrivings with thee.; fo that if J ve ſinne 
reſuſe to open at this preſent knock, God may ftrike ly refuſ 
dead and ſenſeleſs all your liſe, clap a ſcal en the dodfiſbuld ref. 
that it Jhall ever open; you may bear miniſters ku him hi 
after this but never hear God's Spirit knock aganfMYe will 
and Wo unt you if he depari ſrom you. „Rena t beholk 
ber, O man, for as many knocks as God gives at youth argur 
door, he keeps en exact account of them all, and rs, and a 
reckon them all up to you at the judgment ſeat. his tree 
can you think he will open heaven to yon then, viiſthee. up 
will not open your heart to him now.! No, 10 ; his ye grv; 
will be as deaf to you hereafter, as yours is to þ11n 201 IL. Qbſc 
lene: and helene chat terrible word, e 1. 24. & ice, and « 
| | WW" only, 
PE ---—--— ang” en 
W ee RR OT oa man will 
A, UV I. 0 | Bop III. rift, “1 
| From Rev. | lil. 20. Ri a 08 
If wad main ar my worce, and open the dure Joie rooms 
anne fup Pt bim. 1 abby 
: e uncle 
rar and; precious are whe promiſes «Wicker, if 
r Chriſt makes to them who hearken to his va and go 
in « goſpel-offers, and open their hearts to rect up. with 
him, as offered to them in all his oifices ; I will cond, “ If 
and bring all the benefits of my. purchaſe with mMWriſt! “ 1 
entertain end feaſt that ſoul, even PATON, besen I bern dor 
lite, grace and glory. pel offer: 
J. Obſerve, the duty 3 hes is to hear Chr. Ub 
voice, and open the door to him, that is to acecft WI that h 
embrace his ſree goſpel-offers, and heartily to acqui they be 
in the goſpe]-method'of1n ſinner's reconeiliation Means to 
juſtification theoagh! the vi —— of our glu have th. 


4 


r Cott 
is gur prophet, prieſt and king. What is the preaching of 
is eue goſpel, but Chriit's charming voice calling loſt ſin- 


Ohrid 
ul m 
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if ye ſinners to hear, come and live; though they gene- 
ike ly refuſe to do it! Oh what cant malefactor 
1c do huld refuſe to hear the voice of his Sovereign- offer- 
; noe him his liſe, as condemned ſinners do? John v. 407 
agan ve will not come to me that ye might have life.“ 
Nene t behold, after many refutals, he follows his offers 


al Joh 
and vl 
t. his treaty, with them, Hol. xi. 8. How ſhall I give 
en, WW 
z us et 
an Dol 
4. Kh 


n ye give for reſuſing lite or for chooſing death? 
ice, and open their doors to him! is it not this or that 


n only, or any particular ſort of men; it is © any 
ang” every one that ſits under. the goſpel. If any 


er, the moſt crimſon coloured ſinner will open, “I 


a | ; 2 
4621] 0 ill come in.“ „Any man ;” if the ſwearer will open, 


he labbath. breaker, if the murderer, if the drunkard, 


es vi_iWcker, if the prayerleſs man, if the man that hates 


> his vd d and godlineſs will open to me, 1 will come in and 
o recep with him,” O what encouragement doth this 
n concird, “ If any man,” Sive to every ſinner to fly to 
ich merit! 4 14 any man, whoever he be, whatever he 
-acc, 1Wath done, if he will welcome me, receive me in the 


pel offers, I will come in to him. 


ar Chi. Ubſerve, Chriſt requires 8 to open the: 


acceſt r, that he may come in to teach them; however un- 


o acou they be, this is their duty they muſt mint, and uſe- 


liation MRreans to do it, and look up to him for ſtrength. He 


vr 2108 dave the ſinners conſent, and the ſoul madę viling; 


M 3. 


% , 
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: amanuel, and willingly receive and ſubmit to him as | 


rs home to khimſelf?— What is it, but Chriſt's. follow- 
wing them with invitations and intreaties to come to 
m and live? This is Chriſt's voice which he would 


th arguments, ſtrong arguments to prevail with ſin- 
rs, and after the greatelt e he is loch to break 


thee. up Ephraim? Why will ye die?“ What reaſon 


IL Obſerve, who it is that Chriſt calls to hear his 


man will hear my voice, and open the door,“ ſaith. 
rift, © 1 will come in.“ If any one will open, he he 
man or young man, I will come in.“ If the greateſt 


be. unclean, if the thief, if the cheat, if the. liar, if the: 


opt ON Gas 41%] A ee EMA * 


ing to open the door to Chriſt, others perhaps arck 
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to receive him. O then caſt open the door, open! 
wide, receive Chriſt wholly, receive him without x 
{crve, open before him the two-Jeaved gates, not t| 
wicket, or one leaf only, but both leaves of tlie doch 
Let Chriſt have the fall and free conſent of the fd 
and abundant entrance into it. There are fome reſo 


Ent is t 
verlaſtit 
om thi: 
hch feat 
vely exe 
rich juli 
urchale 
pplied e 
rounded 
dus and 

Pelſore ye 
0 ever) 


ginning to open it, O let them not halt in doing. Vit 
ſome the door is half open, and there they ſtop. 1 
are almoſt, but not altogether Chriſtians. O alnd 
Chriſtian, why do ye halt? Why would you loſe alli 
Palins you heve been at? A little more would caſt 


door wide open, and make you an altogether oy i ould ne 
Go then a little ſurther, O ſinner, to {fave your ſf us pros 
Open to Chrift all the powers and ſaculties of your i etites f 
Oven to him ſully here, as you would have him toe many 
ircely to you hereafter, Oh, what mean vou to © V. O 
Chriſt only by halves? the Half open door will be tl tellinas 
10. go to again, and alas! if ſo, it may never open Wakes wi 
the ſuture. Let it be your coneern then to go chod 
further than the almoſt nen and reſt not in ountiſu 
| beginnings. | 5 chold) 
IV. Obſerve, how great the advantage 18 of 0; "cangene out! 
the door to Chriſt : Why? J will come in to the hei lements 
ſaith he, even the friend of ſinners, the K. ing of end agai 
i come in, the beſt gueſt that ever came in to af earers, 
man's houſe: : How honourable, how profitable, ed, Lea 
Happy ard bleſſed miſt ſuch a wiſit be — Q, For vi kept you 
end will Chriſt come in? 4. He will come in to thought 
lighten the houſe; ſor the ſoul is a dark dunfec ov they wil 


Who thu! 
Witneſs « 
that Ch: 
larre—o! 
every ſo 
and cuſt 
pralſe. 
the heal 
tion to h 


-Chriſt is ſhut out: He wilt come in to adorn emo 
rich the ſoul with the ornamerts and treaſures c 
grace: le will come in to reipn in the ſoul, 7nd 
-dewn the tvrant that bath long oppreſt yeu : As jo 
text, he vi ill come in and ſup wich vou: and v2 
to for with him: And becauſe you have 0 {i 
proviſion in the hovſe, he will bring it with lam. 

(0) how rare are Chrif''s dainties, his hidden 9 
the {ruits of the tree of life, the grapes of Cant! 
the bread that comes down from heaven! How d 


| 


0 - 


„ Abe ug 


Ent is the water of life! One drop of it would be au 
verlaſting ſpring in thy foul, that would keep thee 


open! 
©Ut Io 


not om thiriting after the ercature any morc. What a 
e dich fealt are the graces of the ſpirit quickened io a 
he l eely exereiſe! VV hat a bleſt feaſt is pardon of hin, peace 
- 1c ich jultice, pzace with the law, and intereſt 30 Chriſt's 


> fire 
g. Vl 


urchale, intimations of Uarilt's love, go! pel-promiſes 


Tü reunded hopes of immortal glory! Kc. O how preei- 
) aun as and delicate are theſe gotpel rarities which are ſet 
e all iWctore you on the communion-table, and freely tendercd 


caſt th 
hifi 
our 16 
our ſa 
n to of 


o every one that opens the door to Chritt! Who 
ould not welcome ſach a gueſt that brings ſuch glort- 
pus proviſion with him! Had poor Gooers. {piritual ap- 
etites ſharpened tor Chriſt's teat, there would not be 
o many ſlutt doors againſt him. 


o Open V. Obſerve, how ſolemnly Chriſt off rs theſe Fedde 
** lellings to you, with a * behold 1 fand,“ &c. Worin | 
open | takes witneſſes upon it, witnefſes againſt the reuters 

ro a lf behold ye angels, and witneſs for me how kind x00 


bountiful my offers are to Adam's rebelhous children! 
0 * $ > j - 
chold ye miniſters, and witnefs againſt thels who thut 


ot ink 


\\ or cope out! Behold ve ſtones and timber of the houle, ye 
1c holelements aud communion tables, bear witnels 2 me 
- of Gand againſt them! Behold ye ftiow-commun:! icants and 
10 a | hovers; bear witneſs one againſt another that 1 knock- 
able, | ed, I-calleg 14 knocked loud, 1 knocked long, but ye 
Per vl kept your doors bolted againſt me. It is a melancholly 

in to bought for theſe who are miniſters to entertain, that 


RL vill ene day be brought in as witneſſis — . —.— 
-n £020 ſhut out their Saviour; but when called, they muſt 
witneſs againſt ſuch, tho! es never ſo dear to them now, 
that Chriſt ealled, but they refuſed ; he made kind wet 


: As ih large-offers, but they regarded them not O then Jet 
cat every foul ſet about ſweeping and waſhing all the rooms, 
no fed cast open all the doors, as wide as they Can, to ie 
Jam. Ring of Gl ry; and receive him with acclimation and 


Praiſe,” Take the erown oF the head of ſelf, and put it on 
anc) tlic bead of Chriſt, aleribing all the glory of your falva- 
on to him, and nothing to fr ce- will on your own doings, 


pplied eommunion with God, views ct ciernal life, well 


4 
| 
Þ 
i 
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i 


From Paov. ix. 5. 


1 


Come, cat * my Bread, and drink of the Wi "Ine, De. 


NY HRIST is the wiſdom of God, who hath mad 

rich proviſion for entertaining his people, and 

hath ſet it before them in the ordinance of the Lord. 
Supper even Chriſt crucified, with all the fruits of hi 
purchaſe. © His fleſh is meat indeed, and his blood is 
drink indeed. The fruits we feaſt upon are “ pardon 


and peace, righteouſneſs and grace, the aſſurance d 
God's love, the conſolations of his Spirit, the pro- 
© miles of the goſpel,” 
of eternal life. Jo this ſeaſt ſtarving ſouls are invited, 


and all the carneſts and pledges 


to feed by faith upon theſe proviſions Chriſt hath-pro 


pared for them, applying them to themiclves, and thi 


ing the comfort of them. 


Bread and wine are choſen as fit mefomblances of his 


ſpiritual fcaſt. As bread and wine ſerve to preſerve our 
natural life, and to ſtrengthen and cheer- us when weak 
or fainting ; ſo Chriſt- crucified, apprehended by faith, 
preſerves our ſpiritual life, and procures eternal lit 


firengthens weak bclicvers, and chears drooping fouls 


As bread and wine incorporate with our bodies 


ſo Chriſt by his Spirit dwells in us, and we by faith and 
love dwell in him.—As bread and wine ſatisſy our hun. 


ger and thirſt ; ſy theſe who by faith lay hold and par 
take of Chriſt's fleſh and blood, ſhall no more hunger 
or thirſt after carthly things. vad! is the moſt necc> 
ſary thing in the world, hence called the ſtaff of bread, 


It upholds our lives; ſo Chriſt is the mercy. of merci 


the moſt uſcful and neceſlary bleſſing to preſerve oul 
ſtarving fouls. Chriſt is the ſtaff of bread indeed to be 


lieving communicants, a ſtaff that, ſupports you, a ſtaff 


that defends you, a ſtaff that will beat off all your ene 
mies: If you take hold of this ſtaff by faith, it will row 


| 


Ind put * 
Ibis! „1 


Me re 


Plidianit! 
pon the! 


Jato.the. ] 


he grou! 


gent! Be 


holy ſaer 


Phat will 


hem to 


ani} take 


ds bruiſe 


WoW cer, a 
elolve 1. 
ſoul. If 
Romans 
5 light. 
mould e 


Chriſt's 
: | Agair 


hourney; 


with, be 
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men.—1 
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Ind put all your foes to flight. There is no bread like 

5 [his ! I am the bread of liſe,”” ſaith Chriſt, 

We read, Judges vii. 13. of a dream of one of the 

Puidianit iſn hoſt; he dregmed when Gideon was coming 

pon them, that a cake of barley-bread came tumbling 
tothe Hoſt of Midian, and ſmote a tent that it fell to 


Ve he ground, Strange! a piece of bread to overturn a 
mad ent! Behold the interpretation of that dream, in the 
c, an oy ſacrament! Here a piece of bread, if eaten by ſaith, 
Lord bat will invade the: Midianitiſh hoſt ok the devil, p< 
of his be laſts of the fletk; ſtrike down all their tents, and put 
lood em to flight. Come then, eat of-this bread behevingly 
pardon nd take faith's view-of Chriſt's body repreſented by it, 
ce offs bruiſed-and broken by our: ſins, this will weaken their 
e pro- Nom er, and turn your heart againſt them, and make you 
ledges eſelve that theſe enemies of Chriſt ſlall not live in your - 
nvited, ou. - If che fight of Cælar's bloody robe incenſed the 
bro emans againſt the murderers who ſlew him mych mere 
16 16 ſigbhtof Chriſt's wounds and bruiſes in the ſacrament, 
2 excite you to hate and kill ſin, and revenge 
of his ſt's:desth upon this.cruel murderer.. 
ve our png would you have firength for your. dens 
1 weak Journcy';| and: ſor xbe temptations and trials yeu meet 
7 faith N ĩth, beſore you have oceaſion of another ſacrament ? 
al lic Come eat oſ this bread that ſtrengthereth the hearts of 
ſoul nen. - Here is food; more ſubſtantial, durable and nou- 
odies; MP biing, than Elijah's cake baken en the coals, and bis 
th and Herufe of water provided ſor him by the angel; and yet 
r hun: Mit is ſaid, he went in the ſtrength of that meat forty 
d par- „days and forty nights,“ until he came to Horeb the 
10::get mount ofGod, 1 Rings xix, 7. 8. There we find NRlijah 
nec. ¶ wie wakeped by the angel, that he nniglit take a dou- 
bread, ble meal, 3#$ Ariſe and eat ſor thy journey is long:“ 80 
ercics ¶ God may be ſaying to tlice, O Chriſtian traveller, ariſe 
re out and cat, awake O ſaith, awake O ſpiritual ;appetive, thy 
to be urney may be long: take a good meal, you know not 
a ſtaf har lll von bave to climb, What wipds, and ſtorms 
ir ene · ¶ ay blow, in thy ſace, before another oceaſion of this 
11. ron 1 hatap's:flovm my blow, and'death's ſtorm may 


1 that you may not ſec another table like this, 
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n 8 * 
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till you comè to the mount of God above. This is the rumb of 
ſame bread the glorified ſaints! do ſced on in heaven ſn" orthy 
Chriſt is the manna that came down from heaven nd pollu 
ecd periſhing ſouls. The Tſraclites manna was a type em the 
of Chriſt, and hence called ſpiritual bread, 1 Cor. x. 4 Y tree 
The manna was ſreely given to them, and fell every on bres 
morning round their tents, and all of them were at free. A che he 
dum to gather it, and there was enough for the whole bread, 
camp; ſo. Chriſt is God's ſree gift, and in him is a full nz n 
neſs of grace for the whole believing world, and every dayeſt Ps 
goſpel-hearer is free to gather it, though indeed the ut thy f 
morning of our lives is the moſt proper gathering time. ait and 
There was a memorial of this manna preſerved in the and the 
ark; ſo is there of Chriſt in the Lord's Supper, as the Come 
food of our ſouls.— Manna was ground in a mill, or [the br 
beaten in a mortar, and baken in an oven, before it was ot * 
nis o 


fit for food; fo Chriſt was bruiſed and ground by his 
_ ſufferings, and ſcorched in the fiery oven of his Father's 


wrath, that he might become a fit Saviour and fit ſood 


But . Chriſt crucified infinitely-execls the Ifraclites 
magna: Theirs was peculiar to themſelves ; but Chriſ 
is free to both Jews, and Gentiles : Theirs ceaſed when 


the came to Canaan ; but ours continue ſor ever, and is 


d him th 
nd ſcorc 
ſtarvin 
blly as 
d all indi 
caven u] 


rimſtone 


enjoyed moſt fully in the Canaan above: Theirs only 
preſerved a natural life; but ours gives a ſpiritual and 
eternal life.—O come then, cat of this heavenly bread, 
when ſect before you in plenty, with hunger and deſire, 
bleſſing God for it, ſaying, © Lord, evermore give us 
this bread:” Come with ſpiritual appetites and puri. 
fied hearts. The Iſraclites manaa was. laid up in the arł, 
and kept in a pure golden pot, to teach you to cleanſe 
your hearts from ſin and corruption, that they may be, 
fit to lodge Jeſus Chriſt our heavenly manna. If the 
veſſels which contain the ſacramental: bread, were foul! 
or polluted, you would eenſure it as moſt indecent ; but 
much more unbecoming is it, to receive Chriſt into 8 
foul heart. 4 1 Ts A 5 1 * bis Dini Dtn 
Come to this table wich humikty, and a deep ſenſe 
of your ill deſervings, acknowledgitigy that the leaf 


Pg 
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rumb of this bread will be a great merey to ſuch an 
Pavorthy creature! „ Pruth, Lord, I am a dog,” vile 
Ind polluted, yet the dogs eat of the erumbs which fall 
from the children's table! May I plead for a crumb for 
hy free mercies ſuke,—Ob, I am unworthy of the com- 
bon. bread; that is ſet upon my. own table, much more 
che heavenly bread, that is ſet upon thine! Inſtead 
$f bread' thon mayſ give a tone; inſtead of a ſmile, a 
ron; inſtead of the cup of the New Teſtament, thou 
hayeſt put a cup of wrath and trembling in my hand: 
Put thy free grace and large offers, encourage me to 
ait and hope, that the needy ſhall not be forgotten, 
and the ex pectation of the poor ſhall not periſh.” 
Come with a lively faith to receive and eat, not only 
the bread of life, but alſo to receive the bread: the 
ord, your Immanuel in perſon, and make uſe of him in 
Il his offices.—Come-eat with love and thankfulneſs, 
b him that was willing to be beaten, bruiſed, ground 
nd ſcorched, that he might be bread for nouriſhing of 
| ſtarving ſouls. Receive this bread of heaven thank- 


is the 
2aven, 
en to 
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K. © 
every 
free · 
whole 
a full · 
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aclites bly as a diſtinguiſhing bleſſing, which is not granted 
Chriſt WP al indifferently ; for as God rained down manna from 
| when Neven upon the Ifraclites ; ſo he rained down fire and 
ond Þ runſtone on Sodom and Gomorrah. 


b 


s only 3 . 

al and 4 — 

wo DN TCD Fy- 

deſire, : etTk 

Ive Us From Gex. xIv. 4. 4. 

3 puri. | 

he ark; —Come near to me, I am Joſeph your Brother whom 

cleanſe 2 | ven Jod | | 

nay be 
If the osEPR was an eminent type of Chriſt; that he | 

re fol (MY + vos hated, fold, and cruelly uſed by his brethren + 

at; but t he ſtilk loved them, forgave them, and laid out him- 
into a f. for. their, "al WD and happineſs.— Though 


uriſt be Lord of heaven and earth: yet, O believing 
nbieuntss he one himſelf as your brother, bone 


Fenſs 
4 f your bone, and feln of your-fleſh , may, he is not 


ic lcal 


r . OE Eng A 


r ©: "4g 
lone him? Are you deeply humbled, and heartily griev- 


rene 
100 K &d for them? Then I have good news to tell you, you 
exalg ave to do with a molt loving and forgiving brother; 


hough you have betrayed him, fold him, wounded him, 
nardered him: yet he is willing to forget aud forgive 
4 to the humble penitent: Come near to me,” faith 

« Lam. Joſeph your brother,” ſtand not at a diſ- 
moe, but come near me by faith and prayer, embrace 
(ne in che ſacrament, and I will give you a ſealed par- 


below! 
the el 
aledt 
make 
ve. A 
etirenh, 


17, Aon of all your crimes ; I will give you all the good 
am oi things of che land, far excclling the richeſt fruits of 
r, undMgypt, even my own body and blood, with all the ſpi- 
to ded al aud cternal bleſſings purchaſed thereby. 

remen- OHect. But alas, I have dealt fo baſely and treacher- 
time Holy „ich my brother Joſeph, I have no confidente to 
s bote o and meet him, I am afraid he frown on me. Anſw. 
nome has indeed good ground to do it, but he is full of 
yet Mfowels, tenderneſs, and pity to penitents, and moſt rea - 
: ſengt\Py to forgive. Let me adviſe you to imitate Jacob when 
dus young to meer” his brother Eſau, whoſe wrath he very 
r to mh wel dreaded: He carried preſents alongſt with him to 
et} ren {Wis brother. In like manner do you take reſents along 
n {incer ich you, fuch as, 1. A broken, contrite, and humbled 
a lovinWcart, a broken heart he will not deſpiſe,” —2. Take 


aith with you, and the ſtronger it is, it will be the more 
greeable preſent to Chriſt; put a firm truſt and confi- 
ence in his blood and bowels, bode and threap kind- 
els on him, like the woman of Canaan, ruth, Lord 


as of hil 
1N3s JO 
affd in 


heir bro am a dog,“ but dog as a I am, I may plead ſor a 
ty pieceſhrumb, ſeeing thy faithful word warrants me to do it; 
(as, vou ns preſent from that poor creature was ſo acceptable 
ly pe Chriſt,” that he immediately anſwered. © O woman 
by vo great is thy faith, be it unto thee even as thou wilt,” 
ly in th Matt, Xv. 28. 3. Take wich you a firm purpoſe and re- 


he erat 
lood lig 
for luce 
can 0 
* agal 


you ha" 


blut jon, f in the ſtrength of your brother, not to betray 

r wound him any more, and ſeal a covenant with him 

pon theſe terms. 4. "Fake with you a ſincere heart and 

Purpoſe of imitating g your brother, and fludying con- 

ormity to lim. Learn of me,“ ſaith-he, © for F am 

meek and lowly in heart.” ' Theſe preſents would be 
3 4 N | | _ 
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moſt acceptable to your grieved and offended broiler, 


But ſeeing you have nothing of your own, ery, Lork F | RY} 


give them firſt to me, and 1 will offer them unto tice, Near to n 
What condeſcenfion is this, that Chriſt, the King a cloſe 
kings, ſhould ſay to all believers, ye are my re 17 


ſiſters! Who would not deſire to ſtand in this honou hold t 


able relation to an earthly king, and far more to H ounds © 


King of Glory! Would we hs him then for our b om hell 
tber to own us, ſuccour and {ſympathize with us in Hd look 


our troubles ; let us forthwith embrace and cloſc vii not qi 
him by faith as he is tendered to us in the rich, largs | | 


and free offers of the goſpel, and then the relation] | 
preſently made up. O hoy inviting and alluring is tha 
word, I am Jeſus your brother! It ſhould conquer th 


moſt ſtubborn will, and make every unbelieving hcartt 
receive him like T W and ſay, My Lord and nf 


$6 Gad #375 5 4 


Let every believer in diſtrefs come like the bee, aul 


Tuck honey from this flower, I am Jeſus your. brothe * HE. 


„ RE not afraid it is 1.” Do not Miſtake me for an ele a 


my in any of my dealings with you it is J your br Nirpriſ 


ther, that means you no harm, It is I that loves vos me 


and laid down my life ſor you; it is I, who by my blo d give hi 
purchaſed ſanctified afflictions to you, to work ſor your, that 


good. It is I that doth all things well, and have inn aun up 


wiſdom and love to order and direct every diſpenfatio Pe bride 


for your intereſt and benefit. It was I that ſweat blo: dipt t] 
for you in the garden, was ſpit” on and buſſeted in ind t0 f 


high Prieſt's hall, and nailed for:you to the erols, aorld. N 


all to purchaſe eternal happinels and glory for mi itrjate 
afflicted brethren. I am Jeſus your brother, Behold 1 fabſern 
« hands and my feet. It is. I that died and roſe ag do it, 
for you, and have aſcended to: my Father and your if all ter 
ther, to my God and your God; and have gone up his day 


| Prepare a place for vou. It: is 1 that lit at. the helm, al C bath; 
all power is given to me. It is F.that am faithſul WS pres 


true, I have the ſame tender be art and yearning bouV <1 the 
for you I had on carth, It is. J. that, never failed 2 t your 
that traſied in me. It is Jelus your brether who am f 0 dan 
che ſums peſterday, to: days Pp eber Be not af F you 

[ low ex 
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"ATTY 1 6 1 your dear friend and brother; come 
r to me in the daily exerciſe of faith. Come near 
cloſe to me at my table, and take a narrow look to 
dy five big wounds, and draw conſolation from them. 
chold the two wounds in my hands, and the two 
ounds in my feet, which were made to bring g you back 
om hell to heaven. Behold a fifth wound in my ſide, 
hd look into my heart, and ſee it panting with love, and 


Yrother, 
„ Lon 
0 Thee. 
King e 
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honout 
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oſc wine not queſtion your brother's love to you any more. 
„ berge wg e ts eres HER 5 11 

ation ; 4 * 

r 18 tha i . : 
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and m a +» rom MATT. xxil. 2. 
| A certain King made a marriage for Bis ſolte 

ee, an | 

5rother, 

an ehe. 

ur bro 


/CS yo 


WIE Goſpel covenant, or Covenant of grace is a 

marriage covVenant betwixt Chriſt and believers ; 1 
ſurpr ſing marriage this is, and yet a marriage of. 
ocbs making. Wonderful! The great God is content. 


1 loi ive his dear Son in marriage to fallen Adam's daugh- 
or Laer, that was become @ ſlave to the devil! Yea, he hath 
75 Fawn up the contract, and all the articles of it. Chriſt 
cDiatle 


Fe bridegroom hath. chearfully Tubſcribed the contract, 
£ dipt the pen in his blood on the croſs, and put his 
nd to it in the view of God, angels, men, and all the 


at blod 
d in the 


15, 108Wor1d. Now the bridegroom wants your conſent to the 

for Marriage contract, and he hath long been courting. you 
hold W ſubſcribe 1 it: Some of you have often been purpoſed 
ic agu do it, yea, taken. the pen in your hand, but, upon 
our bi hall temptation have ſtopt and thrown by the pen. 
ic up day Chriſt bath ſer a tryſt with you to conclude 
elm, 1 * bär gain, and his ambaſſadors are come; in his name, 
hful 4 d ſpread: the contra before you with all its articles, 
* ell then, e WII you go with this man! * Will you! ' 
ile | 


t your hand to the contract? 

0 ſinners, you have no reaſon to be ſhy i in this mat 
t; you have nothing | to be vain of, you are mean born, 
Flow extract; you are loathſome lepers, you are de- 
2 
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formed, black, and have no beauty; you are cripple, 
cannot walk, unleſs Chrift lift you; you are drowned in 
debt, many old ſcores hath Chrift to clear for you, if 
heath with you. O who would make love to ſuch 1 
wretched creature! Vet, behold, here: is one that is 
fairer, than the ſons of men, of the blood-royal of hes 
ven, the heir of all things, courting you! Be aſtoniſhed, 
O ye heavens, at this match !- One infinitely rich ail 
a beggar, the heir of heaven with the heir of bell, the 
beauty of heaven and earth, with a deformed negro! 
Put-if the bridegroom be content, why ſhould you ſtick! 
Can you give any reaſon ſor your refuſal or delay! 
Now the God of heaven is ſetting tryſt with you to con, 
elude this bleſſed bargain with you at his table, and eil. 
ling you there to ſign and ſeal à marriage contract with 
his Son, and that deſore all the perſons of the glorious 
Trinity, before the ele angels, before Chriſt's ambaſl 
dors, and before all the congregation, witneſſes thereta 
There have been many meetings heretofore, about thi 
grand affair, to no effe&: The world, Satan, and tht 
feſli have ſormerly broke off the treaty ; forbid it, Lori 
that they do it this day. O that the long ſpoke d 
match betwixt a crucified Jeſus and loſt ſouls may bol 
at laſt. This may be the laſt tryſt, the laſt offer Chril 
will make; it may be now or never with you. Lay you! 
hand to your heart Wee and conſider well before you 
| refuſe, 1 
Come take another view of his beau bridegroon 
That is in your offer. Behold how delicate his con. 
Plexion i is, © He is white and ruddy;“ white in regarl 
of his innocence, ruddy in his bloody paſſion. O ho# 
. peerleſs is his Er how raviſhing his beauty; hol 
charming his voice! bow ſlately his goings} how frag 
rant are his parments ! They ſmell of aloes, myrrh, an 
eaſſia! Search all the world you cannot find his equal 
One glimpſe of him is enough to raviſh men and angels 
«His locks are black and buſhy as the raven, his li 
© are like lilies dropping ſweet ſmelling myrrh, his leg 
40 as pillars of marble ſct upon ſockets of fipe gold; hy 
* countenance is as Lebanon, excellent as the cedar! 
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ipple, yea, hes 1s: MOR lovely!“ Now, can you refuſe 
ned in ich a lovely perion, eſpecially when you think how he 
you, if ord you, fo as to ſuffer a cruel and bloody death for 
ſach oa, and to {end his portraiture with the marks of his 


that ; ounds to be put in your hands at his holy table, and 
of her to win your heart! Come view, and remember the 
niſhed, any wounds he received for you, by the thorns which 


ch with 
ell, the 
negro! 
u ſtick? 


lierced his head, by the pincers that pluck't his hair, 
the ſconrges that tore his back, by the nails that 
bicrced His hands and feet, and by the ſpear that open- 
d his ſide! -Surcly theſe wounds do not mar his beauty 


delay che cye of faith ; nay, though he be all- over wounded, 
to con, ſnangled, and bleeding. yet to al believer he is ſtill 
and eb white and ruddy, the 'chiefeſt among ten thouſand, 


Ct with 
rlor1ous 
mbaſls- 
hereto, 
out this 
and tht 


+ fairer than all-the. tons of men,” my and all the lons : 
God too 

Certainly the bridegroom muſt be in earneſt, when 
e comes in his marriage robes to win backw ard hearts 
hen he puts on his dyed garments, and is red. in his 
Npparel; when he diſplays his glory, brings the mar- 


t, Lori age contract in his hand, ſpreads it on the commu- 
poke e ion table, and calls all w ho love him to ſign it. O that 
ay balany were made willing in a day of his power, to go 
r Cbriß sto all the articles of this marriage covenant, ſaying, 
ay you heart is now content to go with the man Chriſt, 
ore yo lat wonderful man; I conſent to all his terms, he is 


my Lord and my God,“ my glorious Immanuel ;.5 my 


legroon beloved is mine and Tam his.” Queſt. I would know - 
is con-{articularly. what he requires on my part of the con- 
reger rast, that 1 may diſtivaly eloſe with him? Anſiu. He . 
O ho# ould have you, 1. Convinced of your ſinking and pe- 
y ; hot ilking- tate; while you ſtand upon the old bottom of 
ow frage covenant of works, and willing to leave it and leap | 


rrh, anom it, and cleave to a Covenant ol, grace, and a hor- 

is equi owe righteouſueſs for all the ground of your hope.— 

angel . Me would have you--hnmbled and grieved for your 
his li flighting his kind offers by your unbelief, and for 
his leg eur preſering Satan's drudgery to his ſervice.—· 3. 

old ; b a up with all other lovers, and theſe that would ris - 
cedars1 


Ait vun Chriſt, ſach as Nig: the world, and * law; - 
3. 


S AGdRA MENTAL 
del righteouſneſs muſt be renounced and parted Fithy 
you mult break league with all Chriſt's enemics.—4 
Accept of Jeſus Chriſt as your huſband, receive him i 
all his offices, reſt and depend on him alone for rights 
ouſnels, ſtrength, and ſalvation.—5. Give away your: 
ſelves, Hat and body to Chriſt, reſigu your will to hs 3077 45 
will, and ſurrender all you have to his diſpoſal, -“ 


Reſolve and vow, in Chriſt ſtrength, ro cruciſy fn, and 
walk with him in all the ways of new obedience. 


- pkg In ————— * 
” = — 
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F 
Engage to be true and faithful to your huſband, adMV/V/ -- 
never to retract.— 8. Keep up the remembrance of youll14 bis 
huſband's coming at the laſt day to ſolemnize the warn the de 
riage, and take you. home to himſclf, and be always iH and pu 
readineſs to. go forth to mect him. The bridegroom iſſtings di 
ready long ſince, and will ſoon, rend theſe. clouds to meins anc 
you in the air, and ſend his angels to bring you up ns veng 
him; Therefore be ye alſo ready.“ lis ſoul 
O why doth he delay his coming? What ſtops Met ever 
wheels of his chariot ? Surely it is not becauſc he is ich ſult 
ready, b At becauſe you are not ready. All the eled a }cho1; 
not yet brought in to him, and he is determined net tt ogs, an 
want one of them, O then be providing for the marriag rom me 
day all proper furpiture, robes, je wels, rings, and ct ly wha 
.. aments, againſt the time wat Chriſt and you take Religion 
| houſe together in heaven... Be ſure to go to Chriſt M uences 
every bit of your, pleniſhing, for rightcouſneſs, 4 and aW:ture © 
all the graces of, the Spirit.—In,the..mean time, taWhug: of 
nome with you the marriage contract, the precious pi deared t 
miſes which Chriſt hath. ſubſcribed with his blood. I my Ge 
aften looking into it, and viewing your bridegroon ime he 
_hand-writ and engagement. His writing. is fa'r Ada the 
. beautiſal ;, Jet. not Satan or. urbelief..caft blots upon nd the 
to deſace it; keep.it fair.and legible, and.draw «ll 1008hen he 
..comfqrts- from 1 dz yeux, balkan. is Wadde ard i er of 
Beep his ward C a bony, a 
E Din Mt zan 3 ; YWINg 1 
Ain bein d | ' | s firen 
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ADVICE vn. 
Frem Lan. i . 4. 


Jebold and ks the Hed hath afflied me in the day Ll 
| | hs ere angey' | 


in, and 

ee. TITH. mr better ground may Chriſt mal ut of 
1d, and "theſe words of his church; and call us to be- 
of you 014 his ſufferings for us under the ſierce anger of God, 


ne Mat» 
ways I 
room i 
to metk 
u up to 


and put him to grief” in our ſtead, Iſa. liii. 10. Many 
ings did he ſuffer from men and devils ; but his aſllice 
ons and bruiſes from the immediate Baud of God, tak- 
ng vengeance for the elect's ſins, were far more heavy. 
lis ſoul ſufferings were the moſt affli King of all others. 


et every communicant behold, ſee, and conſider theſe 
vith ſuitable affections. 


Lops tk 


ge is un 


elect agg Behold not only the buffetings, ſcourgings, wound- 
d nat los, and eruel mockings your lovely Jeſus endured 
ary rom men, the inſtruments of God's juſtice ; but eſpeci- 
and er 


take Melteion of God the Father, whereby the gracious in - 
riſt Muences and comforts: from the divine to the human 

and ' ature of Chriſt were ſuſpended for a time, and a black. 
ne, tak 


bud of wrath overwhelmed him, ſo that no light ap- 


oy Fo feared to him; which made him cry out, My God, 
ood. Bf 


£21000 ime he bad a torrent of wrath flowing in upon his ſoul, 
falr ad the moſt dreadful impreſſions of his Father's anger, 
5 upon nd the law's curſe, which fell upon him for man's fin, 
7 yen he was made a curſe for us, that it caſt him into 
ane 


fit of fore amazement, conſternation, and terrible a- 
dony, and into a ſweat of blood. The fire of wrath 
aging in his ſoul affed ed his body ſo, that it dried up 


is ſlrength and moiſture as a potſhetd, and made his 
ongue cleave to his jaws. He held his peace under all 


is ſufferings from men, and opened not his mouth; but 
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n the day when it pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe him, 


ly what he ſuffered in his ſoul by the deſertion or de- 


my God, why haſt thou forſaken me ?? —Nay, at tir | 


855 God's. immedizte wrath fell N on him, then 
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he cried out. It is ſaid, Ie put up prayers and fy 


«« plications, with ſtrong crying aud tears, Heb. v.) 
Vet God would not {pare him, nor abate him one firy 


med 
eſſed Jo 


bd in it 


or farthing of the debt; let him cry. never ſo loud, ery ele. 
| tice was inexorable ; he. muſt ſatisfy to the full. am, whe 

O can you ſee the great Immanuel ſubſtitute in yo in the 
room or ſtead; God acting againſt him as an-inexorabl upon hi 
Judge; Jehovah running upon him as a giant, not ou che eve 
withdrawing his countenance, and all feeling of his lo terrible 
ing kindnefs from him, but making him the butt of Hul. whic 


envenomed arrows; and not be. filled with admiratiot 
at Chriſt's love, and ſorrow for your fins; which brought 
ſuch a ſtorm, of wrath. upon him -O how ſad were (lt 


the pre 


g upon 
om him. 


bruiſes! How deep were the wounds! How wide u this tir 
gaſhes! and how heavy the blows he got from the He etwirt t 
of Juſtice for our ſins! The ſyord was not dull or lee Which 5 
but furbiſhed and awakened by Juſtice to the execute eed wit 
—O how, heavy were the blows our Surety got {rooynds w 
this. awakened ſword. in the Garden of Gethſemanchold a: 
which made his. © ſoul execeding, ſorrowſul,“ and pie more 
him ia a dreadful agony and bloody ſweat !—-Bcholfhereon 
and ſec how patiently he drank the bitter cup of Colt a har 
wrath for you, the poiſon whereof drank up his eur trie; 
„ rits,” and made his blood to boil. in his veins, fe ever 1 
burſt through his body,'cloaths and all | He fweat vithiWu O w 
out any, outward fire or heat, and bled without any er you? 
ternal, wound !—Behold his garments dyed red, and ten, the 
ground and graſs where he lay all bedewed with ne, He 
- precious blood !—Bebhold-him broken with breach up! becom. 
breach, till all the ſea billows of Divine: vengeance veigerted me 
over him; ſo that he fell to the ground, was coverline to be 
with blood, and overwhelmed with wrath! Bchold 3 load © 
ſee, if there be any ſorrow like his ſorrows ! . Wore tha 
It is ſaid, Mark xiv. 33. He began to be ſore im long 
„ mazed and very heavy!“ Which ſbews what 2 le it. . 
and preſſure of wrath, his ſoul lay under, that put biggi wor 
in an agony that ſtill increaſed more and more, like e him. 
waters in EzckicPs viſion, ſtill deeper and deeper, fro Again 
the aneles to the knees, till they beeame waters for 1 
ſwim in, yea {welled into an occan that would bave gerd, I. 


pelmed the whole elect world. Into this ocean our 
{ſed Jonah was willing to be thrown for our ſake, 
id in it he continued to ſwim until he brought every 

ery elect ſoul ſafe aſhore. —It. is recorded of Abra- 
am, when offering his ſacrifice, Gen. xv. 12. ** That 
in the evening 1o' an horror of great darkneſs fell 
upon him.“ This was verified much more of Chriſt 
the evening before his paſſion in the Garden: There 
terrible horror of great darkneſs fell npon Chrift's 
ul, which made him exceeding heavy and ſore amazed, 
the proſpe of the ſea of wrath that was coming roll- 
g upon him, while the Father was hiding his -face 
om him. O how great was the anguiſh of Chriſt's mind 
t this time, when he found himſelf preſſed and bruiſed 
twixt the milſtone of God's Juſtice and our ſins? 
V hich preſſure made him ſweat without heat, and 
leed without wound! Ah! the fire, the heat, the 
ounds were inward, even in his Toul 1 O communicants, 
chold and ſee Chriſt's ſorrows for you, nothing can 
e more acceptable to Chriſt than often to meditate 
ereon with admiration and love. If any of you had 
ſta hand, or even a finger, in defending or reſcuing 
bur ſriend ſrom an enemy, you would expect he would 
ever mindful of the favour, and never forget you. 
ut O what is that to the ſufferings of the Son of God. 
r you? He hath loſt not a hand, but his heart blood, 
ea, the favour and countenance of God for you for a 
me, He left his glorious throne in heaven, and tooped 
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ach uf become a man, a poor man, a man of ſorrows, a de- 
nec weifhrrted wan, and a dead man for you. Nay he was wil- 
; CV ing to be made a curſe for you, and to take on a dread- 


old a load of wrath upon his innocent ſoul, yea infinitely 


ere than any damned ſoul in hell can bear, ; and to 
e ſore in long in a ſea of wrath to ſave you ſrom periſhing 
at a lit. Let the ſurpriſing love of Chriſt fill your foul 
. par by wonder, and kindle a flame of love in your foul 
„ Meng SFO 1019 STO 11-3635 5011 e rats ae 

per, tro Again meditate on Chriſt's forrows, with deep ſor- 
vaters for fin the cauſe thereof. Believe that amazing 
avs 0rd,” Isa. ii. 6. „He was wounded for our tranſ- 


154 S ACRAMENT AL 3 : 
« oreſfions, he was bruiſed for our iniquities.” Let the 
found of it never go out of your ears; ſay Oh! my fins 
were the thorns which pierced his head, the nails which 
pierced his hands, and the ſpear which pierced his (ide, 
My curſed fins put the Lord of Life to a cruel death, 
they wounded him more than all his other enemies. 
When my dear Lord was in the Garden, no Judas, no 
Pilate, no Jew nor Gentile was there, to cauſe his 
mazing horror of ſoul, and his fearſul ſweat of blood; 


bey wer 


| T was 


| befo! 


but Oh! my unbelief, my pride my carnality, my hypo. g chem! 
eriſy, and other fins were there, and with their weightWpon the; 
prefied him to the ground, and brought that agony and em, the 


* 


fweat upon him. Oh, that my head were waters, that! 
might weep a flood of tears for my ſins- 1 
Lafily, Abhor fin as the greateſt evil, and never have 
flight thoughts of it any more; can you behold your 
agonizing Saviour under a burden of wrath, and hear 
him complaining of the burning heat .and thirſt which 
the ſire of Juſtice created within him! Can you ſee th 
great drops of blood ſtanding above his garments! Cal 
you hear his cries and rgarings under the bruiſes and 
anguiſh of his ſoul, and not be convinced of the evil and 
demerit of fin! Can that fit light upon your foul which 
fat fo heavy upon Chriſt's ſoul? O what deſperate mt 
lignity muſt there be in that, which could not be ex 
ated without ſuch a coſtly ſacrifice! Look on them # 
fools who make a ſport of fin, which coſt the Son d 
| Gold fo much foul travail and inward horror: Neue 
yield any more to the temptations of fin, which coſt f 
dear belore it could be forgive. 
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ley were exceeding ſorrouful, and began every one, to 

| ay, Lord is it 12 „ | 
TT was a commendable excrciſe of Chriſt's diſciples, 
1 before partaking of the Holy Supper, to be ſcarch- 
Es themſelves, and looking inward with a holy ſuſpicion 
pon their own hearts, eſpecially when Chriſt had tola 
em, there was a traitor among them, and at the ſame 
me looking up to him that is Omniſcient, to aſſiſt 
em in the ſearch, ſaying, Lord is it I! Am I the trai- 
dr? Will 1 betray my dear Lord and Saviour? Ah. 
very one of us have within us traiterous hearts to Je- 
s Chriſt, and have reaſon to ſuſpe& ourſelves as they 


er have 
d your 
id heat 


whiehzid, and acknowledge we have many enemies of Chriſt 
ſee theWpdged in our boſoms, ſuch as © unbelief, hypocriſy, 


81 Can 
{es and 
vil and 


1 which 


pride, malice, envy, ambition, worldlinefs, atheiſm, 
EF vandrings ſrom God, backwardneſs to duty,” &c. by 

hieh we have betrayed Jeſus Chriſt. —And as the diſ- 
es when ſcarching themſelves were exceedivg forrow- 


ate ml: ſo ought we before we partake ; and good reafon 
be cxpaave we for it, when we refle& upon our former guilt 
them d treacherous dealing with God, and when we confi- 
Son er the preſent deceitfulneſs, and deſperate wickedneſs. 
; Never" our hearts, and that they are as ready to betray 
h coſt Mbriſt as ever; yea, that there is hypocrily and trea- 


ery in our hearts againſt Chriſt which we have not 
t diſcovered. Upon all which accounts, we have 
ound with the diſciples to be exceeding ſorrowſul. 

Now is the time, O communicants, to ſearch and ex- 
me yourſelves, and to be exceeding forrowful for the 
pay traiterous wounds you have given Chriſt by 
eaking both tables of the law, and every command 
ereof; by ſinning againſt light and conſcience, againſt 
1s and judgments, warnings and reproofs, confeſ- 
Us and prayers. By unthankfulneſs for redeeming 


— 
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love, neglecting gol] pel · offers, not loving and reſling up 
a crucified Jeſus, not accounting all things lol an 
dung for him; not delighting in attending his ord 
nances, and in remembering his love in the holy ſupper 
—O how treacherous have your t earts been to Chril 
how bload thirity have your fins been againſt him, i 
preſling him down in the garden, in nailing him to th 
curled tree! How are you able to look to Gethſemane 
Golgotha, with un2oncerned hearts or dry eyes? Wa 


is ſpot 
he ſour 
1 you 
lever w 
yes, as 
ns. No 
ferings 
0 fart] 
nd treac 


not your ſins the principal actors in that horrid tracWruciGed 
dy? Theſe, to be ſure, were the traitors, which by He right 
: hands of Judas, delivered up Jeſus to be crucificliſheſe, —x 
What were Pilate, the Jews or Romans, but the exe the me 
tioners of your ſins? Who put the ſwordin jultice's han keeps 
Who raifed the tempeſt of wrath againſt your {ur was, w. 
ty? Oh! it was your ſins. Blame none ſo much as then be un 
they were the Judas, that betrayed him, the ler bers; fe 
that mocked him, the Vilate that condemned him, io: of 
the ſoldier that pierced him; will you not then be «ll bring 
cecding ſorowful for you traiterous hearts and bloods cireun 
ſins? Could they ever been guilty of a more her inſt los 
crime than murdering the Lord of Glory? O hall ons of 
rocks about Jeruſalem rend aſunder, the earth tren us hat 
and ſhake, the ſun vail its face, and the whole hear vin pro 
put on a mourning habit, when Chrift ſuffered ſor 100887. 7. rx 
fins! And ſhall you the eri minals, who deſerved all p'ks, —r. 
puniſhment, Rand unaffected? O what ſtupid ears mth God 
vou have, if they do not mourn for your fins, wie to cor 
brought ſuch agonies upon the Son of God, before 1M'mprar; 
could be expiated. Had you in your paſſion give gef you: 
deadly wound to any poor innozent man, your bet d, diſſent 
would have bled for it all your days; and will not yt tnem.—. 
hearts much more relent for ſlaughtering the innoes whiel 
Lamb of God! One that never wronged you, but lwells 
men interpoſihg for you, and doing you good! and i 
Remember what David ſaid to the Lord, when hel "elves | 
the people deftroyed for his ſin, 2 Sam. xxiv. 17. nd God 
% have ſinned and done witkedly ; but as for i * Nouri 
i ſheep, what have they done?“ In like manner ſay )! * of ( 
Lord. J have ſinned, F have. done wickedly ; but 35! Mulneſs 
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gps kpotlefs Lamb, what hath he done? I have eaten 
1 ade ſour grapes, but his teeth were ſet on edge. O when 
ori in your hearts melt, and your eyes weep, if not now! 
ſuppedever was there ſuch a moving ſight ſet before your 

Chiles, as the Lord of Glory pierced and flain by your 
im, ins. Now it. is, that © deep calleth unto deep,” deep 
| to tiWuſferings in Chriſt, for deep ſorrow in. the. 

120c O faith one, 1 defire to be grieved for my hypocriſy 
p Waßz ea treacherous dealings with Chriſt, and for fin that 
tra weißed him, but how ſhall I know if my ſorrow be of 

1 by ſe right fort? 4n/w. Examine it by ſuch marks as 
crc WMheſe, —1. Godly ſorrow is accompanied with ſome view 
e exeeii the mercy of God in Chriſt, which ſupports the ſoul, 


s hand keeps it from defpair. Judas ſorrow, however deep 
ur fun vas, wanted this neceſſary ingredient. —2#1f true, it 
is then be univerſal, both for your own fins, and the fins of 
e Herg bers; for the ſins of the place where you live, and for 
\im, aolc of the whole land. —3. If it be right ſorrow, it 
en be ell bring you to conſider the aggravations and hein- 
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s cireumſtances of your fins, as being avainſt light, 
inſt love, and agaivft ſolemn engagements and pro- 
ons of friendſhip, ſo as to mourn and cry how trai- 


ous hath my heart been to ſo kind a maſter 4. 
vill produce theſe ſeven happy eſſects mentioned, 2. 


ſor yer. 7. It. There it is ſaid, godly ſorrow for ſin 
ed all Hrks.— 1. Carefulneſs, that is, a care to recover peace 
earts ok God for what is paſt, and to pleaſe God for the 
ns, wie to come, by amending what is amiſs, and avoiding 
efore ti emptations and occaſions that lead to fin.—2. Clear. 
n giro yourſelves, by mourning over the ſins of other 
our beiße diſſenting from them, and ſhowing your deteſtation 


N not eta. —3. Indignation againſt fin, as the abominable 
c incocdi's which God hates. The heart of a true penitent 
1, but vs ſwells, and boils againſt ſin. Then it is yoo are 
and fin not, when you are angry at fin, and at 
hen he relves for ſin.— 4. Fear, the true penitent ſears to 

ad God as he hath done; and that he may not do 
de nouriſheth a holy fear and awful impreffion of the 
ler fav Mels of God; and alſo a fear of holy jealoaſy and 

put a8 chlulneſs over himſelf, = im, ſurpriſe lim at any 


py 


* 
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time. 5. Vehement deſire, to wit, after reconciliation 
with God through Chriſt, and aſter reformation. of every 
thing amiſs, and to be entirely rid of all ſin—6. Godly 

ſorrow produceth zeal, which is an affection or grace 
| compounded of love and anger, to wit, love to 9 
duty, anger againſt ſin and every thing oppoſite to 1 | 
17. Revenge, by ſeeking the utter extirpation - tw, 
by faſting, mortifying the fleſh, and denying yourlelves 
in ſome things lawtul for'a time. A good way tv e 
.cote this revenge againſt fin, is for penitents to take 


frequent views of the deep and bloody wounds which | 


fin hath given to your dear Redeemer. It is 2 - 
the Emperor Julius Ceſar, that after he was mur . 
in the Senate, they brought forth his robe all beſmcare 
with his blood to the market-place, and e it to 
open view, in order to awaken his ſriends to boy . 4 
venge upon bis enemies. This is furely one deſign 


the holy ſacrament, to awaken your zeal againſt {in,] 


ich murdered the Lord of glory. —Laſtly, Godly for- 
haven ſin, will drive you to Chrift for help againſt ſin 
it will make you flee to Chriſt . for deliverance org 
ill heart, as well as from the wrath that ſin e 5 
hence the Apoftle cried, © O wretched man that * 
ho ſhall deliver me from the body of this death: 
Rom. vii. 24. 


FF 
2 — — — 


AD VI G E. IX. 
From Hu. vices; 


Ido have fled for refuge, to lay Bold upon the Hef 
| ee before us.. 


E have here a two-fold deſcription of true be 
ucvers which come to one 1. They * 
uch as have fled to Chriſt as the true city of refuges: 
ſhelter them irom avenging juſtiee. 2. They are iu 
as have by faith laid hold on Chriſt let before them 
the gofpel-promiſe, as their only hope of ſalvation | 


— — — — — 
- — — 2 — 
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City authorized by law. 


Chriſt is our refuge-city from the eurſes of the law 
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which hang over us, from the avenger of blood, divine 


juſtice that puriues us, and from the devils which lie in 
wait for us. — I' he cities of refuge under the law were 
ſix, but under the goſpel we have one better than them 
all. Theirs only proteQed the body from the wrath of 
man; but ours doth protect both ſoul and body from 
the wrath of an angry God. The. way to it is made 


plain and patent, pillars are ſet up, Chriſt's miniſters 


to direct ſinners in the way to it. In this bleſſed city 
there is protection, inſtraction, proviſion and fullneſs 


for all that flee to it. Here 1s all our hope of falvation, 


and it is in vain to hope for ſafety any where elle. 


Now communicants, this bleſſed hope is ſet before you, 


come lay hold on it and cleave faſt to it. Now the city 
is let on a hill, the way to it prepared, and the gates 
open: the gol pel-trampet i is ſounded, and proclamation: 
made, whoſoever flees to the city, be his caſe what Rn 
will, ſhall in no wiſe be caſt out. 

Under the law, he that ſaw his denger, and fled to 
the eity of refuge, did firmly believe there was ſafety 
and ſceurity for him, by public authority, in that prt- 
viledged place, if he could hut get into it in time, before 


the avenger of blood did overtake bim: Therefore he 


earneſtly deſired to be once within the gates of it, and 
for that end put forth his utmoſt! vigour in running. 
He did not linger, halt, nor ſit down by the way; nor 
would he turn aſide to any crooked by-path that might 


lead him about, but kept the ſtraight and neareſt way 


to the city, as the pillars ſet up directed him. No per- 
ſuaſion of any man could make him look or flee to any 
other city, cafile; or hiding place for ſafety, but to the 
In like manner let every con- 
vinced finner, learn from this to flee: to Jeſus Chriſt our 
lafety from wrath, as the only refage appointed by God 
for him. Look, deſire and pant earneſtly to be within 
the gates. O ſinner, run with ſpeed, now the gates are 
vide open in the word and in the ſacrament. Put forth 
your: utmoſt vigour and eſcape: for your life: Do not 
Unger nor delay but flee 5 one chat ſees juſtioe cloſe 
2 
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at his heels. Avoid all other ſhelters and by-ways for 


We A 
relief; away with carnal company, ſinſul pleaſures, Wounds: 1 
worldly mirth or diverſions: Nay, take no ſhelter in Nou in th 
your own duties and performances; believe that none nd waiti 
of theſe can ſereen or protect you from the ſword of Mee fouls 
Juſtice, and that none elſe can, but he who is the © Lord Nindows 
our righteouſneſs.” O fait! 
Of old, nothing could ſtop the man when flying to ſoul clog; 
the city of refuge: Had his wife and children hung Wount uf 
about him, or his own heart ſuggeſted to him, will you Whrilt, a 
leave your houſe, your garden, lands, relations, and lark x. 
many accommodations, and go to a ſtrange city and ſpend Beavy lac 
your days? He would have flung them all from him, WWillinone: 
and taken flight, ſay ing to wife and children, better WF vill ru 
part with all things than part with my life, if you vill Nepted as 
net follow me I muſt leave you all behind.—50- let a» ee, my. 
wakened ſouls flee with ſpeed and reſolution to Jeſus rength 41 
Chritt:; ſay to the world's profits, ſins, pleaſures, Sa. un, the; 
tan's allurements, and whatever would tempt you to ſfead in J. 
ſtay behind, * get you hence;“ away with every thing Wlerneſs , 
that would hinder me from Chriſt, My Saviour and my Wham ſo » 
ſoul are more precious to me than all the world; take ſerwour: 
all things from me and give me Chriſt. How great was je. B 
Jerome, one of the antient Fathers, his love to Chriſt! id feet, 
How ſtrong was his reſolution when he ſaid, If my not me 
„ father was weeping on his knees before me, my mo- il when 
„ ther hanging abqut my neck behind me, my brethren, Meble fou 
« ſiſters and kinsfolk, howling on every ſide to retain Nye #4. 
eme ſrom Chriſt, I would caſt my mother to the ground ire Ohe 
« run over my ſuther, and deſpiſe all my kindred, tread us 43 
all under my feet and run to Chriſt.” ons to 
O awakened ſoul, behold how Chrift diſplays his ols ſar 
love to thee in the ſacrament, he opens his wounds to WW fight. 
be a refuge and hiding- place to thee, and calls aloud to ment, 5 
thee to come and flee in thither, “ Turn ye, turn ye, Ne up t 
„hy will ye die?“ To whom will you flee for help e. Ian 
when the av enger of blood is at your heels, if vou fic Nes, Ay 
not to Chriſt the only reſuge from wrath ? Hills; and Mlican, 
mountains, ſeas and depths, heaven and earth, cannot t ut his 


bide thee from the form, if Chriſt do it not, Now yu! Biheſs 4; 


— ————ñu— rs rr! 
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's for Ne a noble opportunity, white the eleſts of Chriſt's 


ures, Wounds ſtand open, and the bleſſed hope is ſet before 
er in N ou in the lacrament, and Chrilt-itretching out his hand 
none nd waiting to ſec wo will riſe and flee to him! O to 
rd of Nee ſouls riſing in flocks, and flying as doves to their 
Lord Windows ? What a ptcafant fight would this be! 


| ſaith one, I cannot riſe, my wings are clipt, my 


ng to ſoul clogged, I cannot mount up. 255 It you cannot 
hung ount up as with cagles wings, ice.1t you can run to 
1 you Whbrilt, and kneel before him, like that young man, 
„ and lark x. 17. — 0e. I find myſelf fo burdened and 
ſpend Neavy laden, that 1 cannot run Anſw. Then ſhewa 
1 him, illingneſs to run to Chriſt, and cry“ draw me and I. 


better 
u will 
let a- 
Jeſus 
85 Sa- 
OU t0 
thing 
nd my 


will run atter:thee;” even a deſire to run will be ac- 
epted as of thoſe in Nehem. 1 11.—082&. but ſaith 
ne, my heart is ſo dead and {luggith, I have neither 
rength nor will to ran to Chriſt. Anw. If you cannot. 
un, "then ſee if you can but go towards him; for we 
nd | in Jer. ii. 2... Theſe who went after him in the wil 
erneſs, were accepted of him. Ohect. Alas ſaith one, 
am 10 weak and feeble, I cannot go. Anſw. Then en- 


- take avour to ereep and move towards him as you can.— — 
at was e. But I am: ſo lame and impotent both in hands 
Ihriſt? Wd feet, that 1 cannot creep or move. Anſw.' If vou 
If my not move to Chriſt, chen look to him as the Iſraclites 


ay m0 Wl when ſtung with fiery ſerpents. Chriſt calls every 
ehren, eble foul to do it, Lia: xly. 22. Look unto me, and be. 
retain oe ſaved, all. he ends of the earth; and would vou 
round, ave Chriſt come any lower than a look? ? O look up to 
c tread las as liſted up upon the pole of the eroſs, for all na- 
ons to be ehold him. — Object. My eyes are dim. the 
ds far off; Jeruſalem, where it was fet up, it is out 
light. Anſiw. The Pale of the goſpel and of the ſa- 
ment, on which Chriſt is now lifted up, is near hand; 


ys his | 
ands to 
loud to 


urn YG up to him thereon, and be ſaved. Oſfect. Saith : 
27 help, e. l am ſo burdened with guilt, T cannot lift mine 
ou flee Nes, Aaſiu. Then lie low before him like the humble 
Ils, and lian, who was fo burdened; that he was aſhamed to 


cannot 


ut dis eyes to heaven and under a deep Leut of his 
'ow yon 


unn fied, God be ar os to me a finner;” and ſo 
3 ; . 
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doing was accepted: In like manner humble yourſelvg 
before a merciful Redeemer, and plead his promiſg 
Matt. xi. 28. Truſt his word for caſe and reſt to your 
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ADV 1CGCHT Xx 
From JOHN, lite 14. 


Even ſo muſt the Son of Man be lifted up. 


"THE lifting up of the brazed ſerpent upon a pol 
to heal {ſerpent ſlung Ifraelites, was a ty pe ot th 

lifting up of Chriſt on the. Croſs, to heal convinced hi 
ners of their wounds by ſin.— As there was but one br: 


zen ſerpent for healing the whole camp of Itracl; Wprakabl 
| Chriſt crucified is the only remedy and Saviour for {Wounds 

loſt world. e muſt be liſted up; his dying on the Croſi me hi 

was neecſlary. to ſulfil his engagements ſrom eternity (Wore, t 
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de our Surety; he muſt be offered up as a ſacrifice | 
ſatisfy Divine Juſtice for. the ſis of men, ſeeing nothin 
elſe could do it. Though Chriſt's engagement. to {ul 
Jor us was entirely voluntary, at firſt; yet having one 
undertaken, it became nceeflary for him to be liſted u 
And glory to him that would not go back {rom | 
word, however great his ſufferings were. _ 
Come then, O communicants, behold and conſide 
with ſuitable thoughts and affetions, your. liſted up] 
Jus dying. on the Croſs. After he had borne the bes 
Croſs on his bleeding ſhou!ders up Mount Calvary, th 
Croſs mult next bear tim upon the top of the Moun 
being firſt nailed to it, and liſted vp with it.— Con 
ſee how this was dere: Behold the eroſs. tree laid do 
upon the ground, and the Lord Jeſus flript naked, la 

on his back, with hands and feet ſtretched out upon 
tre, that they might take the meaſure of his body, & 
m uri the holes for the nails! and lo, they take the maecper ; 

- fare longer than the truth, that. they might both ere was 
V and rack him at once, till his bones ſhould go ou your 
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int: So the Croſs was a rack as well as a death. 
ur firit parents ſtretched orth their guilty hands to 
take the forbidden fruit from the tree, therefore our 
lorious Saviour did willingly ſtretch forth his innocent 
ands to be nailed to che tree, to ſatisfy for their guilt. 
Come ſee four big nails driven into his hands and feet, 
the moſt ſinewy and lenſible parts of his body, and fa- 
ſtened to the tree; apply your ear, and hear the hide- 
us ſound of the hammers knocking in thele nails! Oh, 

vour ſins were tlic hammers that did i it, mourn * 
them. 

Come next and ſee the Lord of Glory, when nailed 
falt to the tree, lift up with it on bigh, and made to 
ſtand upright to the view of all the world! And then 
the foot of the tree. let fall down with voilence into the 
deep hole they had digged to faiten it, which fall did un- 

ſpeakably increaſe his torments, and rend the four 

wounds made by the nails. Thus-his own weight be- 

came his torture, {till widening the wounds more and 
nore, till all his precious blood ſtreamed out at them. 

Behold your great Immanuel lift up on a Croſs be- 
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g nothin twixt heaven and: carth, as if he had been unworthy of 
to ſuſſe place in either, hanging betwixt two thieves, as if he 
ving on bad been the greateſſ malefactor of the three! O Wwhat 
Jiſ.cd e ſpectaele was your Redeemer to both heaven and earth 


When thus lifted up! An aſtoniſhment to angels! A de- 
riſion to the wicked! Compunction to believers. but a 
acrifice acceptable to the juſtice of his eternal Father! 
Lock on this moving ſpeCtacle with deep ſorrow for 
un that faſtened him to the tree, and made him hang on 
Wieſe tormeating nails for ſeveral hours without. comfort 


ſxom | 


conſide 
ed up | 
the bes 
vary) b 


ne MonWPovrard or outward! No way could he turn ſor caſe, 
. Com being fixed to the tree; if he ſtirred his bleſſed body at 
laid do all, he was tormented afreſh: by the wounds of his hands 


raked, W and feet, on which the whole weight of his body did 


hang; if he had moved his head, which had the crown 


upon V 
body, A of thorns on it, the thorns would but pierce into it the 
e the m eeper; yet for all this he complained not; no groan or 
zoth era 


0 was heard ſrom 8. but wha! he ofcred up to God LD 
* your: fins !. | 


. 8⁰ ou 
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When the Son of man was thus lifted up, obſerry 
how. the tircams-of; his precious blood run down 10 the 
ground, and tlood: in a little pool at the foot of the 
Crols, until the earth drank it up. Let this. fight afkg 
your hearts, and open all the ſprings of. forrow tor fin 
that pierced him. Sit down at the foot of the Croly 
and receive this lacred blood, as it falls, upon your hart 
hearts; let it drop on them, until it make them as (of 
as tue ground it fell on. Let it drop on all the fore 
and wounds of your fouls, for it is the balm that mit 
heal them. —Oblerve alfo the great extent of Chrilt's 
ſufferings at this time, they reached ta all the paris of 
his body, and to all the powers of his ſoul: He ſuffered 
in all his ſenſes ; his ſecing, with the ſcornful geſtures 
of enemies; his hearing, with their ſcoffs aud blalphe 
mics ; his ſinell, with the noifome ſtench of Golgoiha; 
his. taſte, with gall and vinegar; his feeling, with the 
piercing nails and thorns. Behold his hands, that were 
ſtill beſtowing bleſſings, now fixed with nails ; his feet 
that walked in God's ways now. digged through; his 
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bowels, that yearned for ſinners, now ſhrunk and drie Lord, 
up; his lips, that ſpoke as never, man {poke, now ſwol Hr voice 
len with blows. Now he ſuffe red on the Croſs till + hiſs Maj. 
« ſtrength was dried up like a potcherd, and his tongue comma 

«cleaved to his jaws;”” the fire of God's wrath icorchdi# ember 
him inwardly, which made him cry. outy © 1 thirit.”” Hi vith lif 
enemies mingled, at this time, a cup of vinegar aud bim, th 
gall to him, which he reſuſed; but glory to him, he re. I for y 
ſuſed not the cup which his Father. mingled to |S was 
though filled with wrath aud curſes: This he drank for Veet wit 
us, though it filled his foul with anguiſh, and made bim 
roar and complain of his Father's deſerting him: Th 

arrows of the Almighty, were within him, the poiſon 
whercof drank up his ſpirit. Amidſt theſe fearſul ſuffer. 

ings, our liſted. up Jeſus expired, willingly, offering uf 
himſelf, on the Croſs, a pre pitiatory ſacrifice for us. 

O believers, did Chriſt lift up himſelf as a willing i uz 1 
erifice, for. you on the-Croſs: ſee. then to lift up the 
gates of your ſauls! to receive in tbis Saviour; let hi HIS 
have a joyful welcome into your ſouls; and give him 1 whe 
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bſcrreWſſt entertainment, the beſt affections, and the beſt ſer- 
to tee. — Did he willingly ſtretch out his arms to be nailed 
ot we the Croſs for you ; Then be not unwilling to ſtretch 
t affect the arms of faith to embrace him; but ſee to em- 


tor fin 
Crols 
Ir bard 
as {ok 
e {ores 
at mult 
_hriit's 


ace him wholly in all his offices, of prophet, prieſt 
d king; be willing to be taught, faved, and ruled by 
n. Was Chriſt lifted up on the Crofs (as the brazen 
pent was liſt up in the wilderneſs) for healing all the 
gs and wounds given us by fin and Satan? O then 
ok up to him with the eye of faith for healing. This 
the great remedy of God's contriving and providing, 


"aris offt trong confidence in it, and look to it with hope and 
luffcreaſß pectation: Never miſtruſt the virtue of God's remedy, 
;cltureo Fr deſpair of healing from it, however deep your ſtings, 
alphe· ; large your wounds be: For Chriſt was lifted up to 
|goiha; Wa remedy for the chief of ſinners, 1 Tim. i. 15, and 
ich theWone ever periſhed that looked to him.” — Was Chriſt 


at were 
his tcet 
Zh; Nis 
1d dried 
yw {wob 
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ling to be liſt up to ſuffer for you? Then let your 
arts be lift up to ſerve and obey him, like King Jeho- 
phat whoſe heart was lift up in the ways of the 
rd,” 2 Chron. xvii. 6. Lift up your heart with 
r voice in his praiſe ; ſpeak of the glorious honour 
lis Majeſty, and make known his mighty as: Obey 


s tongue commands, and particularly his dying command; to 

corchedſÞember him at his table, with activity and delight: 

ſt. Hi vich liſt- up hearts to a communion table to remem- 

gar avi bim, that went ſo willingly to be lift up on a bloody 

n, he re for you. The ancient exhortation to communi- 
to u es was SUR&UM CorDa, © Lifk up your hearts te 

rank ſorfeet with a lift up Jeſus.“ N 

aade hin ! 

m: The rr 

le poiſon F, | 

ul {uffer: AD V1.0: KM 

ering, Vf From Exop. xiv. 15. 

Or us. 
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unto the children of Iſrael, that they go forw ard. 


HS is the anſwer of Moſes? prayer ſor If rael 
when in a great ſtrait at the Red-ſea. It is ſaid, 
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he cried to God, yet we read not of one word he ſpa 
He only lift up his heart to God, who well undertiand 
the language of the heart. Moſes” falent prayers of ta 
pre vailed more with God, than Iſrael's loud outcrics 
fear. A believing communicant may, in a ſtrait, cryt 
God, in prayer, without ſpeaking a word, ſo did Mok 
here for fainting Ifrael ” When they eame out of t 
land of bondage, and fled from Pharaoh's tyr«nny, t 
Lord ordered them to march toward the ſea ; but n 
when they are near to it, and ſec Pharoah's might 
army purſuing, and cloſe at their heels, they are n 
great ſtrait what courſe to take; they think certain 
they muſt turn either to the right or left hand to mal 
their eſcape from Pharaoh ; no ſaith God ſpeak to th 
to go ſtill forward, as ſtraight towards the ſea, as if tif 
ſaw a fleet of tranſport ſhips there waiting to take tit 
in. O might they think, This is a hard command, 
« forward, hen we ſee nothing but the deep devouri 
_ © ſea before us; as good go back to the Egyptians, 
« ſtand till until they come up and put us to the [v0 
< as go forward into the ſea and be drowned ; Will 
* deep ſea have any more meroy on us, than the er 
* Egyptians,” —But, ſaith the Lord, make no obi 
tions, aſk no queſtions, let the people go forward, o 
my command, and truſt me with their lives. 
Obſerve here, O timorous communicant, O doubt! ſtay it 
believer, when you are in fears and ſtraits with ref ow n. 
to the management or ſuceeſs of your duty, you are great 
{et yourſelves to obey God's command, go forward King in 
the uſe of means, with a ſincere heart and leave the lo Indif] 
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vent to God. You may poſſibly, at this time, be brow the bloc 
to the. ſtraitening caſe of the children of Iſracl, when the hen 
the brink of the Red fea, and their hearts in great who: 
Plexity, ready to ſink within them for fear. Some n lorward 
be ſaying within themſelves, how ſhall ſuch a vile | blood, 
unworthy creature go forward to the Red- ſea of Cir Print of 
Hood, who have.both ſpilt it and deſpiſed it? Hov py Chr 
I, after all venture to go forward, to waſh or bathe nd: Ge 
unclean. foul in it? Well, it is God's plain comma" to, d 


you: to go forward to it, however heavy laden 500 i for y 
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h guilt, ſee 1 John iii. 23. Matt. xi. 28. John i. 29 


ers as vile and black have obeyed his command, have 


e ſpab 


leritand 


„okt e forward to this Red-ſea, and been waſhed in it, lee 
1.crics Cor. vi. 9, 10. 11. yea, we read, Acts ii. 36. of three 
it, cry {ſuſand of theſe who actually embrued their hands in 
id Mods blood, who were waſhed by it. How wonderful is 


virtue! It is able to take away the ſins of a whole 
"rid, and much more the fins of a few; therefore do 
t, O ſinner, rebel againit God's command any longer. 
Again, conſider what is God's ſpecial command to 
ee at this time, namely, Do this in remembrance of 
me;' his precept is plain and expreſs to keep up the 
mory of his love to loſt men. Can you think to look 
his face with comfort at the laſt day, if you have no 
eaſure to remember him now: Surely his preſence will 
terrible then to thoſe, to whom his memory is not 
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1mand, ligbtſul now. But you may have ſtraits and difficulties 
devouriffſWout this duty. O, ſaith one, © My ftrait is great, I 
ptians, Inos not what to do: whether to ſtay back from 
che [vo God's holy table, or go forward: If I ſtay back, I diſ- 


: Will 
the er 
no obj 
vard, ob 


obey my dying Saviour's command, to ſhew forth his 
ceath in this manner: If I go forward unworthily, I 
contra the guilt of his body and blood, and eat and 
drink my own damnation. Alas, what ſhall I do? my 
need of Chriſt and his blood is ſo great, I cannot think 


) douhi ef ſtay ing back; and yet my preparation is ſo little, 1 
ich reſpi know not how to go forward. — Ah! my unworthineſfſs 


Is great, how ſhall I go to the table of ſo great a 
King in the tate: and caſe I am in, ſo vile, 10 ſinful, 
ld indifpoſed, ſo hard-hearted? If the woman that had 
the bloody iſſue feared ſo much to. come and touch 


y ou arc 
forward 
cave the 
be brou! 


cl, when the hem of Chriſt's garment ; how much more may 
great HT who am full of the running äſſues of ſin,” fear to go 

Some MW forward to touch the ſacred ſymbols of his body and 
vile M Mood, ard put my hand into his wounds, and feel the 


of Chr print of the nails?“ Come then, unworthy as you are, 
> How ey Chriſt's command, and venture your ſoul in his 
r bathe Wd: Go forward with all the preparation you can at- 
om man" to, deeply ſenfible of your own vileneſs, and hum- 
den you ed for your ſhort-comings, truſting in the worthi neſ 
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of the Lamb that was ſlain to anſwer for your unwot 


— = 6 
. Ln AERO” tat... 


Fi thineſs, in his blood to waſh away your pollution, an ey, then 
1 in bis ſtrength to help your weakneſs, Venture forward Cbildre 
If ſaying, like Jehoſhaphat, © Lord, I have no ability, ofif Cd e 
i} « might ſor this great ordinance, neither know I wh t be fo 

I to do; but my eyes are unto thee, it is in thy name ard, —Fi 
in thy ſtrenth, and at thy command, that I go forwar ith reſpe 
4 to ee a 11 Jeſus at his holy table. Lor **Y * 
ut on me the wed in arme Cl heir gar! 
. me.” 1 K A od, hi 
Ohect. Some may ſay, they are only the children oi" bis ex 
Iſrael, who, in the text, are bid go ſorward; and wea whom ( 
afraid we are none of theſe.—An/w. All are bidde eruar 
without exception, come to Chriſt; yea even the ſtout Feſaid fi 
hearted are called to go to him. Now, if you come t( uſe you 

I Chriſt, if will be a ſure proof of your being Iſracl's chil tarts bu 

ll dren, and among theſe who are bid go ſorward, Mint N wich. t 

j q ſters indeed have a ſpecial commiſſion to ſpeak to th cha Sa 

1 children of Iſrael, that they go forward to his table Ager A! 
whoever ſtay back, they ought not. mility 

Que. Who are theſe that may he numbered among pur prep 


Ifrael's children, or the ſeed of Jacob? Ayfiv. Th 
children of Jacob or Iſrael, if they be of the true Linc 
will be like their father, particularly in theſe things 
firſt, Jacob was a great wreſtler with God in prayer, ant 
hence he got the name of Iſrael, he wept and made (v 
plications at Bethel, and prevailed as a prince wit 
God, which is the meaning of the name of Ifrael. Nov 


bon Chr 


if you be wreſtlers with God, you are Iſrael's children" I, 7 

and called to go forward.—Second, Jacob was a pla 
men; ſo he is called, Gen. xxv. 27. that is a ſingle 74 
hearted man: It was by this character that Chriſt As C 
cribes a true Iſraclite, John i. 47. Behold an Ifraelite 1 
« indeed in whom is no guile.” Now, if you ſtudy god Fool 
1y fincerity, and plain dealing in your behaviour both t lice for 
God and man, you are Iſrael's children, and called te bim v 
go forward.— Third, Jacob had faith in Chriſt, and be Fee 
| lieving views of him as the glorions Shiloh; he waitel a 
. for his coming, drew his comfort ſrom it, and rejoice! wt 


in the gathering of the people to him: If it be fo vit 
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du, then we bid you go forward. — Fourth, Iſrael and 
s children were God's covenanted people; they chooſ- 
God for their God, and gave themſelves up to him: 
[it be ſo with you, you are Iſrael's children, go for- 
ard, Fifth, Jacob was zealous for reſormation, both 
ith reſpe& to himſelf and his family, and cauſed them 
ut away all their idols, cleanſe themſelves, and change 
keir garments, when going to renew covenant with 
od, Gen. xxxv. 2. Now, if you ludy ſincerely to fol- 
* his example, you are among the children of Iſrael, 
whom God warrants miniſters to ſpeak, and bid them 


nwo 
on, an 
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y name 
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_— forward to his table. Now, if you have any of the 
he fou reſaid five characters, in Chriſl's name we can pro- 
come ie you welcome to his table. Go ſorward then with 
cps chi erts burning with love ro. Chriſt and to his people; 
J. Min? vich thankſulneſs and praiſe to God for providing 
E ch a Saviour and ſpiritual feaſt for you; and go with 


anger and thirſt to partake of it. Go forward with 


is tabl 5. . ; 
W unility and ſelſ-denial, renouncing all confidence in 


Jamon preparations and performances, and depending only 
fo, Tn Chriſt's mediation for acceptance with God, 
ue kind 1 | 


2 8 


1 ; 21 


ho, 


Den un. 


| things 


Yer, and 

ade ſu | 
ice wit From JoHx. xil. 32. 
1, Now | 


children, / I be lifted up from the Earth, will draw all 


a plal Men unto me. 
ole ' ; 

boy s the ſacrifices under the law were heaved and 

I{raelitt lifted up before the Lord ; ſo Chriſt the anti- 
dy got e muſt be lifted up on the Croſs 8s the atoning ſa- 
poth te ice for our ſins. The Jews were not more willing to 
aalled te him up, than he was to liſt up himſelf; he readily 
and be Kertook to be litt up, © Lo, I 2ome,” faid he; he 
e waited ingly carried his Croſs to the place, that he might 

rejoice t up on it. He diſſuades the women to weep for 


ſo wit 


T Why? Becauſe I am Hong to be liſt up a ſacri- 
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fice to juſtice Tor your ſins, and to draw your ſoul; u co it, b 
MCe FA RN | in the 
. Dueft, But how doth he draw all men, when SufMtificren 
keeps many {till faſt in his grips? Auſiv. Chriſt was I ro. T 
ed up to obtain drawing offers and invitations to WI feruſa] 
men without exception, and accordingly gives diui en to 
calls to all men in his word; and if they be not dreht knew 
to him it is their own fault. But though many be ers, ac 
led, and multitudes flock to the word; yet there fin; le! 
none effectually drawn to Chriſt but the elect; and thWMhath Tof 
may be called all men, as they are gathered out of hearts 
nations, kindreds and languages, ages, ſexes and quiWetimes 
ties. All men, Gentiles as well as Jews : All ſortsſmp dra: 
men, ſinners of all fizes, greater as well as leſſer. ln, to 9 
But how doth the lifting up of Chriſt draw ſinners M vield 
fectually to him? Agſw. By the merit of his liſt-up Mheiked, 1 
crifice he obtained the removal of all hinderances e virt: 
their coming to him, ſuch as the guilt of their fins, With oper 
enmity of their natures, the power of their corruptiq h 1{a, x 
their unbelief, hardneſs, blindneſs and diſdoura When < 
fears. And likewiſe by it he purchaſed all the meas ned to 
quiſite for drawing men to him, ſuch as the preaciiiiſal write 
of the goſpel, ſfanQificd rods, the grace of ſaith, ande xeſt a, 
dove all powerful influences of the holy Spirit. As Cad ho 
was lifted np on the Croſs, ſo he muſt be alſo liſt v vary ; 
the pole of the goſpel, for drawing finners to him. 1 itiles, 2 
the brazen ſerpent was: lift up in the wilderneſs, Wis eye. 
drawing the ſtung Iſraclites about it, and it proved friſt turr 
effectual for that end; ſo a crucified Jeſus held out. Wo him; 
evidently ſet forth in the goſpel, as he was lifted u her, 
a bloody Croſs, with his pierced hands firetched oe blood 
embrace loſt finners, is farely the moſt attractive to kim 

| drawing ſight in the world. This wonderſul load-l aw yo 
_Hath drawn thovſands of hard iron hearts to it at acram 

A natural loaditone though it draw jron to it; Moe abo 
may be drawn away from it again: But a cru is. hou 
Chriſt draws the heart ſo powerfully and cloſely to Ware nov 
that they can never be ſeparated again. Never was "ity are o 
ſuch a erawing engine in the world as this! A li of ang 
ſtandard or enſign draws numbers of ſcattered lol to ſec 
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ouls unto it, but it is ſeen by few: But a erucified Jeſus lift 
Wh in the gofpel is an enſign to draw great multitudes 

aferevt nations under the banner of his love, In. 
10. The ſirſt experiment that was made of its virtue 

Jſerufalem by the Apoſtle Peter, 3000 ſouls were 
wn to Chriſt at once, and after that many nations 
t knew him not, did run unto him. Come then, O 
hers, admire and experience the pow er of this liſt-· up 
ben; let your iron hearts be drawn by this loadſtone; 
tath loſt nothing of its virtue to this day. Thouſands 


hen Sat 
T was | 
;NS 0 
s draw! 
not Gra 
ny bee 
there 
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out of hearts in other places do ſtill feel its power: We are 

and quiMmctimes refreſhed with the welcome news of their 
1! ſortsing drawn off from the vanities of time, and the love 
ſer. n, to glorious Chriſt: Why then don't your hearts 

ſinners o yield to the power of this bleſſed loadſtone, Chriſt- 
liſt-upeißed, lift up in the word and ſacrament ? It hath the 

erances virtue here as elſewhere, were but the eyes of 
ir ſins, With opened to behold it, according to that alluring 


orrupti 
ſdourag 
means 


b Ila. xiv. 22. | | 
When Chriſt was lift up on the Croſs, his face was 
ied to the Gentiles, for the Jews out of malice (as ſe- 


; brenn write) would have him crucified with his face toward 
ith, 2108S velt, as reckoning him unworthy to look to the tem- 
. CS ind holy city that ſtood on the eaſt fide of Mount 
© lift v 


ary; But Chriſt had a loving defign in it to us 


him. Ines, and to accompliſh that word, Pfal. Ixvi. 7. 
lerneßs, is eyes behold the nations.” Behold, O ſinners, 
proved Writ turned his face to you on the Croſs to draw you 
eld out Wo him; there he bowed his head toward you to draw 
liſted ; there he opened a cleft in his fide to draw you: 
tehed due blood and water flowed from his heart to draw 


ractive 


by Ito him! And now he hath ſent his word and Spirit 
11] Toad! 


aw you; now he diſplays his blood and wounds in 
o it at M Sacrament to draw you ; now he is caſting his cords” 
o it; Nie about your heart to draw you to him; now the 
a cru" is. holding and Chriſt drawing; Chriſt and the de- 


lely to ue now ſtruggling for your hearts; the eyes of 
er was are on you, the eyes of the glorious” Trinity, the 
5! Ali oe angels, the eyes of miniſters and ſaints are on 
red ſo to ſee wliat the iſſue of che combat ſhall be, which 
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of them ſhall gain the prize. Satan indeed is the ſtroſ Dm fin | 
man, but glory to God, Chriſt is ſtronger than he. Mu felt t 
that he may, prevail, the heart is his by right, ſurref ndtrain. 
der it to him without delay. He will not enter with ur hea 
your conſent ; his people muſt all be © made willing ed Chri 
« the day of his power.” Oh, if the will were once cos! is to 
qaered, the day were Chriſt's, and the held were v grow 
for ever. ek, an 
Would you then have Satan defeat, your biofſed n .A. 
overcome, and your ſouls ſavingly brought to Chrif, any Ll! 
look up and cry for a draught of Chriſt's power. Ted“ 5 
have neither ſtrength nor will to come to a cruciihfes of cr 
Chritt, unleſs he draw you. Ordinances or providene d y9u d 
cannot draw you, the word or ſacraments! cannot drfpalnmer 
you, judgments or mereies cannot do it; yea neither r hea 
niſters nor angels can draw your dead and heavy heart do m- 
O then look beyond them all to a lift- up Immanuſiin in th 
« draw me, Lord, and Iwill run after thee.” The Mich 
dinance you have in view can never be a drawing orc 
nance, if Chriſt put not forth his virtue with it; the 
crament will be- liſeleſs, and the adminiſtrators liſelel 
if Chriſt draw you not. The moſt powerful ſermons, tl _ 
moſt alluring calls will all be loſt, if he draw not. VM} R! 
will fit ſtill in the Sodom of a natural and wrathful ſa ẽ TE 
if he draw not; you will be eternally. damned, if Chl Babe 
draw you not to him. You can never overcome MM = 
ſtrong and ſubtile temptations. Satan cafts in your » . Co 
you can never deny ſelf, ſorſake beloved lufts, renou lern DE 
juſtification by works, quit all confidence in your 0 4 whicl 
doings, go naked and empty to Chriſt, be content 2 alſo, 
live wholly. upon his righteouſneſs, aud receive gra 3 ui. ; 
life, ſirength and glory, as a free giſt from Chriſt, vit gat, 
out the drawing virtue of a liſt-up Saviour. Oh, if y 8 Lan 
were once acquainted with this drawing power, ) 
might go with comfort to his table, and feed upon 
Four haſe. | 7 
Queſt. How ſhall I know, if [ have yet been dra "AY the. 
efſeually to a liſt-up Jeſus? f | 
Anſw. Try it by theſe marks: Have you diſeoret n fr 
his matchleſs Excellency fo as to draw off your be. K 


* 
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de ltr m fin and the perithing chings of the world? Have: 
1 he, vu felt. the cords of his love about your heart and will, 
| {arreWoltraiaing you to yield . yourielf wholly co tum? Is 
„ witho bur heart drawn out in love and affedtion to a eruci- 
village Chriſt above all things, fo that the. delire of your 
znee eo ul is to him and the remembrance. of his name:? — Are 


du growing ſtill licer to lum, more holy, more humble, 


yere we 
eck, and heavenly minded? Nearneis will breed like- 


aſſed yes Are you troubled for diſtance from Chriſt, when 
Chrif, Hany time you are drawn oil im by fin, Satan, or the 
cr. V erld's allurements,—Are. you drawn to duty with a 
erueiſiHhe of crjoying his preſence therein In the mean time 


videnc{W* you drawn off from reſting ou duties, or putting any 
not dri bainments in Chriſt's room? Then you may. conclude 
ither uur heart is effectually drawn by a lift- ap Saviour; 


id fo may, with holy confidence and joy, draw near to 
m in the lacramental try ing- place, and hold commu- 
on with lum there. 
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N en Jerk, b $64: 5. | 
| Behold the Lamb of God. ——Bebold the Mam 

; Communicants, both John and Pilate call you to 
u behold, Chriſt. Juffering and ſacrifived: fen „ou, 


u which. is more, the Spirit of God calls you to this 
I alſo, Let each one of . you then ſay with Moſes, 


ontent 

3 is i. cv . | ; | ; 2 0 

Ive gra 700 I. 33 ' I Will RL al urn alle, and ſee this great 

riſt, wise. A..great ſighi indeed! bor though he be.cal; 
, ' 3 EW 5 2 5 ; 

Jh, it y a Lamb, and a man, he is allo, God, God in human 


pure ſuſfcring, bleeding and. dying, a great and aw on- 
170 light All the herſons of the glorions Trinity 
you to benuld it, ta, xlii. r.-—xlv. 22. Jobn i. 29. 


DWwcr, * 
1 upon] 


cen dri then as near as. polſible, that you may get a god 

eit Land nat at a diſtanee like thoſe who follows - 

diſeoreſl dim om Gzulec,to,the Croſs, of whom ic, is ſaid, 

your he's ili. 49+ ff They igod, fax off beholding theſe 
3. * 


SACRAMENTAL 


4e things.” Do not now ſtand afar off, nor take aſar o 


n he 


look ot a erueified Chriſt, but come clofe to him by (aitiſiugele ? 
and take a near and ſaving look of him, as he calls yo e ſpec 
Ha. xlv. 22. Look: unto me and be taved; 1 am Cod als be 

and there is no gaviour beſide me.” O then turn g for y 
your back or ſhoulder to him, look not aſquaint to hi Behe 


look not by him to other things but look with a broaWitle mor 


ſtraight and ſteady look unto him. The man Chriſt ] Me, and 
. Tus is the Lamb of God, appointed by him to be ſaer /) that 
ficed to make atonement for our fins, and to purchaan your 


pardon, life and ſalvation to us: And looking to him Mie the 


ſaith is the great mean of ſecuring and applying rds! I 
bleſſings of his purchaſe to us. And in a ſpecial mann the pr 
he calls us to leok unto him in his ſufferings tor uliikleemer 
& Behold'me, behold me!“ emies, 
Eehold the ſuffering man, a man of ſorrow indce ad not 
And particularly behold him entering upon that {caWillmg 
ſul ſcene in the garden of Gethſemane, when he beg heked, 
to fear, turn ſorrowſul, and very heavy; when he it nake 
fore amazed, fell into an agony and bloody ſweat, %s of th 
cried out, © My ſoul is exceeding ſorrow ſul even uni paren 
„ death! O what was it that made your Saviour Wipt nak 
Heavy, but the dead weight of the elect's fins, whiÞd's bar 
the laws heavy curſes annexed to them! Ob, your ſo N a rob 
were exceccing. guilty, which made his ſoul exceed behold 
heavy. Behold and ſee your forrow ſul Redeemer falliiefure, 
into a fearſul agony, and, while in it, falling down ſciſes were 
times on his knees, and et init un his ſace, pray licc fari 
once, praying apain, and praying the third time, ul riſt is 1 
he is quite overwhelmed with wrath and covered viſt to th 
his own blood! Be hold the ſorrowful man?” with rrlaſting 
great drops of blood ſtanding above his garments Wet If his 
your ſins, ard bedewing the ground !. See Jehovah H beeau 
acting againſt him, as an inexorable Judge, runnrgltripes 
him as a giant, and making him the butt of his W* Behis1: 
venomed arrows = Behold bim in this agony mak dis bleff 
His moan to bis diſciples, who could make no be\iſſithefe 1 
Him: for neither they nor the angels in heaven d at- as o. 
touch his lond, nor tafle his cup: Vea, he got ro down! 
much as 1ympathy from his diſciples, they fell al on the 
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hen he was at the worſt, and leſt him in his agony, to 
pgple and tread out the wine: preſs alone! O be not 
le [pectators of your Saviour's agony, but let your 
uls be exccedingly affected with Chrii's ſoul uffer- 
ws for your ſouls fins. 

«.Bcho'd the man” - Chriſt betrayed and fold for a 
tle money, apprehended and bound with cords like. a 
&f, and bound faſt, as Judas bade, yea fo fait (as ſome 


aſar 0 
by {ait 
ills yo 
im Go 
urn ne 
10 h1 f 
a broat 


hriit | 


be fact) that the blood burſt out of his tender hands! O 
purchan your heart or eyes hold to fee thoſe hands that 
> him ide the heavens, wrung together and bruiſed with hard 


(nds! To ſee him bound as a prifoner, that came to 
the priſoners free. But had not the cerds of your 
dremer's love held him faſter than the cords of his 
emies, though they had been cables or chains, they 
ald not have kept him ; but his love to you made him 
killing priloner!—“ Behold the man”? blindfolded, 
deked, buffeted, and abuſed, for you! Bchold kink 
pt daked and ſconrged! Behold him that cloaths the 
les of the field, that 5 coats of fkins to cloath our 
parents, now ftript and uncloa thed himſelf! He is 


lying t 
1 mann 
8 for u 


7 1ndced 
that lea 
he beg 
n he v 
xcat, 2 
even d 


aviour pt naked, that you might not be found naked at 
ns, Whites bar! He is ſtript of his robes, that he might pro- 
your [ode a robe of righteouſneſs to Cover your nakedneis.— 
excccaMbchold the man®” ſcourged by i'ilate, and that above 


afure, thinking thereby to ſave his life ; but as the 
vs were not fatisfied therewith ſo neither was infinite 
lice latisfiec; ſo that his life muſt go, and the man 
iniſt' is willing it ſhould: Willingly did he give his 


ner {alli 
own {c t 
, Pra)! 


4me, ul 


vered vil to the ſmiters, that you might be freed ſrom'the 
» Kith erlaſting laſhes of God's wrath in hell; Behold every 
rments Wet ef his. bleſſed body torn and wounded by ſcourg- 
hovah H becauſe every part of you was wounded by ſin; and 
runmrg f ſtripes were the only cure for your wounds. 

of his W*Behol4 the man'“ with a plaited | crown of thorng 
py makWhis'bleſſed head, with the ſharp points turved inward, 
no bel cheſe beat into his head with'a ſtaff, till all his head 


raven er as one wound, from whence a new ſhower of blood 
got ro down his neck for you! You may be ready to cry, 
y fell oY on che Jews, or fy on the ſoldiers that uſed our Sa» 
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viour ſo ; but rather cry, Fy on your ſins that did work, 
to him, theie -plaited the crown of thorns and. crucife 
him too. * Behold the Lamb of God”? now willingly 
caught in the thickets, like the ram, to be ſacrifice 
your room, when you were bound like. laac for iha 
end. Behold him willing to wear a crown of Pain and 
ignominy, that you might wear a crown of glory and 


the man 
worlds tr 
Dalways lo 
ings of t 
Horror a 
Im is a g 


renown: Willing to be diſzraced and affrented, tlat e 
you might be nonoured and exalted: Willing to let! and adm; 
Barrabas, the vileſt malefactor in all Jeruſalem, be pre Wi... a n 
ſe red belore him, that you might be pretered to a ren Hef men. 
among God's children. —“ Behold the man,” after al * x 

the ſe ſufferings, put to bear the heavy crols on his {ore Ox AY Wb: 
wounded ſhouiders, a heavy load indeed with the cl:& 2 dont 
fins and law's.curles faſtened to it; yet he bears with God oF 
out complaint till his ſtrength is ſpent, and he is ready blood a 
to faint under the burden, fo. that another muſt help! h 15 
Oh, it was not the. weight of the tree that made hin ve rende 
faint, he had a greater burden to bear than ten thouſand ſpeak "Mo 
worlds, even the infinite wrath of God due to the cles, ichn 
fins! O can you behold this fight with dry eyes. here thas 
_ , + Behold the man! brought to Golgotha, nailed tt | 


the tree, lifted up, and drinking out the bitter .dregs ol ale of th 
the cup of wrath theron, till at length, he yielded im .- 
ſelf priſoner to death by bowing his. head, giving death 
his orders to execute his commiſſion, and carry him ol 
the Kage! Behold and wonder at the fight, the Lord d 
Liſe death's taken priſoner! -O man, canſt thou ard 
and ſee the Lamb of God ſlain in thy room, and for ti 

fins, and not be affected! Write that man a beaſt, a ſlont, 
a lump of carth, that can, be ſenſeleſs, ſtupid, and un 
eonzcrned at ſuch a fight! O bluſh and be aſhamed, 0 
man, at thy ſtupidity, when the dead earth and roch 
about Jeruſalem quaked and rent at the ſufferings 0 
now behold repreſented in the ſacrament... O eurſed fi 
(which many make light of) that could not be expiats 
by any other ſacrifice, than that of our Immanuel, th. 


Lamb of God, the man Chrift Jeſus! O Beho!d tk 
« man,” and tremble at fin, the accurſed thing rh lence; a 

murdered the Son of God, the man that is God's felt 4.7 
1 3 . 3 Cot SER TI $48 GEL AW, of 11. { I: LP 
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lde. man that is. infinitely preſerable to a million of 
f worlds tall of men and angels too. O that men would 
Walways look on fin in the glaſs of the agonies and ſuffer- 
ings of the man Chrift, that they might be filled with 
Dorror at it, as at hell itſelf! Nay, in ſeveral reſpects 
Win is a greater evil thun hell. 
Let every communicant, every Chriſtian, come and 
Ipehold the glorious Son of God, with the greateſt love. 
and admiration, who for our ſakes was willing to be- 
come a man and God's lamb to be ſacrificed for the ſins 
of men. O let his name Jeſus be always to you as pre- 
eious ointment poured forth, and let the remembrance 
of his love inflame your Wals with a vehement indigna- 


work 
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cles ion againſt fin, and a burning affe ion to the Lamb of 
with, Cod, the man Chriſt, that was willing to ſtruggle in 
rend bloody agonies, and bleed to death on the eurſed tree 
help! 0 deliven you from lying in hell for ever! O what can 
* we render to him for his free love, amazing and un- 
)U1an 


ſpeakable love! O that we could ſpend our whole: lives. 
in admiring his love, and contemplating his beauty, and. 
were. thereby made meet in ſome meaſure for the cxcre 


eleQ's 


- ; eile of the redeemed above. Amen. 
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Stand WA and confider the — monks of God: 


THE, works. of God. being wondrous, do well de- 
1 feree our moſt ſerious conſideration ; but To- 
wavering are our minds, we cannot conſider them aright, 
inlets we ſtand till and compole ourſelves for that end. 
his advice doth Elihu give to Job. in the text, and 
Hoſes give to the children of Iſrael, Kxed. xiv. 13.— 
All God's works are wondrous and highly worthy of 


2 ſtont, 
nd un. 
ied, 0 
| rock 
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ng rh, Or". obſervation. as his works of creation. and provi- 
{clo 924 and more eſpecially his works of redemption and 


if grace, as __ are made known to us in the goſpel 
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diſpenſation, and particularly in the ſacrament of the 
Lord's >vpper.—Here God calls you to ſtand füll, aud 
coniider tis wondrous work of redeeming wiſdom and 
mercy, in taving fallen ſinners. — The work of creation 
is indeed moſt wonderful and ſtupendous; but his work 
of redemption is far more coſtly an ſurpriſing: 'Fhe one 
coſt him but a word of his power, but the other colt 
him the death of his Son: The one is but the work of 
his fingers, Pſal. viii. 3. the other is the work of his 
arm, Luke i. 51. Much of the divine wiſdom and poser 
is diſplayed in making as men, but much more in mak- 
ing us ſaints; by the one we have but a ſhort mortal 
life, but by the other an eternal and immortal lie. 
God's works of redemption and of grace will be the ad- 
miration of ſaints and angels to all eternity, Rev. v. 1% 
xv. 3. e 
Come then, and behold theſe works of the Lord, as 
they are ſet forth before you in the word and ſaera- 
ment! Come and ſee God from all eternity paſſing by 
angels, and pitching his love upon poor ruined ſinners 
of Adam's family, and contriving their redemption by 
the incarnation and death of his dear Sor, while he 
paſſed by the angels that fell !—Come and fee the glo- 
rious Son of God undertaking, in the Council of Peace, 
to become ſurety. to pay our debt, and ſatisfy juſtice for 
the injury our fins did to God's 'glory !—Behold and 
conſider the device of infinite wiſdom for reconciling 
juſtice and mercy about guilty men, and ſatisfying the 
demands of them both, by puniſhing fin ſeverely, and 
yet pardoning the perſons guilty “ Stand till and ſee 
the wondrous work“ of making the Word fleſh to dwell 
among us; of the Creator's leaving his throne of glory 
to lodge in a virgin's womb. and à heaſt's manger; 0 
the * Antient of days” becoming a child of a day old,” 
learning to ſpeak and go, and ſubjecting himfelf to hs 
own law in the room of rebel ſinners !“ Behold God's 
** wondrous work” in ſetting up a court and throne of 
grace among the priſoners of juſtice,” and cauſing grace 
ſit as queen on the throne, with a ſeeptre of mercy in 
ber hand, and thenee to iſſue forth proclamations 9! 
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grace to poor, wretched, blind, miſerable, and naked ſin- 
ners ; proclaiming pardon to the condemned, liberty to 
the eaptives, and lite to the dead: Yea, ſee grace laying 
ſiege to tne hearts of rebels, ſummoning them by the 
goſpel trumpet to ſurrender, and uſing the moſt prevail - 
[ing arguments with them to do it, taken from the me- 
Gauion, ſufferings, blood, righteouſneſs, and ſatisfaction 


of the Son of God. | | 

e Behold and conſider the wondrous work of God” in 
ſurniſhing and fitting the mediator for our miſerable 
creumitances, joining the divine and human natures in 


one perſon ſor our relief! Obſerve how well he ſuits 
our exigencies: he is man, that he might die for us; 


and God, that he might overcome death ! Man that he 


might combat the devil; and God that he might van- 


quiflr him! Man, that he might take on our guilt and 


puniſhment ; and God, that he might ſupport under it! 


Man that he might offer a ſacrifice for us; and God, to 
make it infinitely meritorious ! Man that he might ſym- 


pathize with us in trouble: and God, that he might de- 
liver us! a wondrous work indeed! Again obſerve the 


mediator's fulneſs, how exactly it ſuits our miſeries and 


wants! In our wonderful Immanuel there is life for our 


deadneſs, light for our darkneſs, beauty for our de- 


formity, ſtrength for our weakneſs, health ſor our ſick- 


nels, balm ſor our wounds, raiment for our nakedneſs, 


riches for. our poverty, merit for our guiltineſs, righte- 


ouſneſs for our juſtification, a ſountain for our pollution, 


grace for our ſandtification, bread for our hunger, wa- 


ter for our thirſt, and deep mereies tor our deep mi- 
ſeries! a wonderful work, to make one depth ſo exaR! 


[to anſwer another depth! © This is the doing of the 


* Lord, and wondrous in our eyes: | 
Stand ſtiih and fee God's wondrous works,“ in ſend- 
ing our Immanucl, © the Prince of the kings of the 


earth. to go up and down the wilderneſs ſecking af- 


ter the Joſt ſheep, calling and inviting them in the moſt 
tender manner to come unto him for life and ſalvation, 


willingly {u5mitting to be buſſeted by Satan, contradic- 


led by ſinners, to ſuſſer all manner of indignities, a cur- 
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ſed death, and the wrath of God, and all that he miglt 
be a ſacrifice to ſatisfy juſtice for our ſins: And after 
He had ſubmitted to death and the grave for a time, he 
conquered them and roſe again; and gave commiſlin 
to his ambaſſadors to go through all the earth and cal 
periſhing ſinners to come unto him, and offer them {al 
vation in his name; and having done ſo, he aſcendel 
into heaven to intercede for them. Now, it is 1ncutt 
bent upon all communicants to remember theſe ama 
ing works of God, at his holy table, with wonder 
thankfulneſs and praiſe. „ | 
Come here and fee the © fountain of the great depths" 
of infinite love broken up, and ſtreams of the water d 
life running freely therefrom to the ſons of men. — Com: 
Tee Jacob's ladder ſet up, that reaches ſrom earth to 
heaven, and God the Father at tlie top of it calling yu 
to climb to heaven by the ſteps of it, viz. Chriſts 
wounds, offices and promiſes !—Come ſee the mann 
coming down in plentiful ſhowers, and falling about your 
ter.ts. and every man invited to gather. Come lee ths 
rock broached in the wilderneſs, to ſapply the necel 
ties of your ſouls; ſee the rock ſmitten by the rod d 
Moſes, and bearing the curſes of the law for you:- 
Come ſee the © city of reſuge“ opened for poor mas 
flayers, that ſinners, who have {lain their ſouls by 6 
may flce to it for ſhelter. O then flee for your liv 
and do not linger by the way! — Come, ſee God brit 
ing his righteouſneſs near you who arc guilty criminah 
and bidding you put it on for your ſafety in judgmeft. 
it is a robe that will fit every one of you !—Come k 
the © fruits and leaves” of the“ tree of life? ſhaken and 
| ſcattered among ſtarving wounded ſouls : Gather and 
Feed on the fruits of his purchaſe for your nouriſundl 
apply the leaves. of his. promiſes for your healing” 
Come ſee the © well of ſalvation”? opened, bring ' 
chain and bucket of faith, and-draw water. The gr 
medicine well is here, come with all your diſcaſes an 
_ ailments to it, come with your hard hearts, blind ehe 
| weak hands, feeble knees, lame ſeet, and cold affection 
to get them healed, — Come, fee Chriſt's teſtament op- 


- 
—U— — — — — => << — — . 


— 


ed, and 


legacies 


lieving, 


miſes !— 
father's 
and the 
their fil 
Son of ( 
them, — 


 everlaſti 


taking | 
throne : 


both er. 


match 
heir of 
to beho] 
and wor 
lacrame 
and con 

Conf 
affeted 
ditation 
and of | 
Give fir 
given Us 
Author 
Embrac 
that G0 


and has 
Ius. Be. 


and abh 


ADVICES. N 181 
el, and every man allowed to put in for a ſhare of the 
[legacies therein contained. This you are to do by be- 
liering, claiming, laying hold, and embracing the pro» 
miſes Come, ſee ſtraying prodigals returning to their 
father's houſe, and ſee their father embracing them, 
and the whole family rejoicing at their return! See 
their filthy rags taken off, and-the white robe of the 
Son of God put on them, and the fatted calf killed for 
them. Come, ſee the King of Glory entering in at the 

everlaſting gates of men's ſouls, dethroning fin and ſelf, 

taking poſſeſſion of their hearts, and ſetting up his 
throne and kingdom in them. Come, ſee King Solomon 
both crowned and married in one day! An aſtonifhing 
ater d match concluded between the Prince of Life and the 
- Conti heir of hell! All the daughters of Zion are called forth 
ri} wi to behol1 the ſight, Cant. iv. 11.—All theſe are great 
ng n and wondrous works of God to be ſeen in the word and 
2 ri ſacrament, which all communicants ought to ſtand ſtill 
man and conſider. | 3 
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ut von Conſider theſe marvellous works ſo as to be ſuitably 
ſee ths alfected with them, make them the ſubject of your me- 
peel ditations ; entertain high and admiring thoughts of God, 
> TOC 


and of his infinite love and wiſdom manifeſted in them. 


* 3 f N ee | 
* Cive firm eredit to the record and teſtimony God hath 
or _ given us of theſe wondrous works, and glorify the great 
by # Author of them with your hearts, tongues, and lives. 
JL MV 


Embrace the goſpel-offer, and be aſraid of offending 


d brite that God who has humbled himſelf ſo low for our ſakes, 


A minals | | | | | 

w_ and has wrought ſuch great and woundrous works for 

agmem i us. Be careful to ſerve him and pleaſe him in all things, 
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From Rev. xxil. 2. 
— midſt of the flrect was the Tree of life.—— 


T was a ſad day to mankind, when God baniſhed 
Adam from the earthly paradiſe, and from the 
tree of life that grew therein, and alſo ſhut the entry 
to it! But behold God, in his free mercy, is now open- 
ing an entry, and inviting Adam's banilked poſterity 
back again to a better paradile, where there are purer 
delights, and neither ſin nor Satan can enter: and wherc 
there is a tree of liſe, Jeſus Chriſt infinitely preferable 
to that in Adam's paradife. This tree of life far excel 
that in its leaves, ſhadow, fruit, and virtues; it ani. 
mates, yea, reſtores and preſerves lite for ever; neither 
is there any flaming ſword to hinder our acceſs to it. 
Adam's tree endured but a ſhort time, but ours laſts 
for ever. Other trees decay, fade and wither ; but 1 
4e ſus Chriſt is the ime yeſterday, to-day, and for ever.” 
O come then, ſit down under the ſhadow of this tree, 
cat of its fruit and live for ever. Though the tree be 
now planted in the heavenly paradiſe, yet its branches, 
ſhadow, and fruit extend to every believer on earth, as 
well as to the ſaints above, Thouſands of communicants 
at the lower table have * ſat under his ſhadow with 
« great delight, and found his fruit ſweet to their taſte.“ 
Chriſt i is a tree that bears fruit at all times, ever) 
month, and even in the ſharpeſt winter months ot fick: 
neſs 5 death. ; 

There are ſome very uſe ful trees in the world, that 
afford all neceſſaries to men, ſuch as meat, drink, phy- 
ſic, and cloathing. Behold, God hath provided ſuch 3 
tree for us. Jeſus Chriſt affords us all-theſe. 1. Meat: 
He tells vs, That „his fleſh is meat indeed ;” that 15 
his fleſh wounded and dying, yields rengthening fool 
for tlie ſol, in reſpect of its fruit and effects, It | food 
well prepared; the Holy T ir ſpent a whole ctcroity 
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in preparing it. It is meat well ſcaſoned ; it is ſeaſoned 
with the love of God, ſauced with the blood of Chriſt, 
and ſpiced with the graces of the Spirit. —2. Drink: 
Chriſt's blood is alſo drink indeed to the ſoul, in reſpect 
| of its comfortable effects; ſuch as pardon, peace, light, 
life, trength, Ke. Theſe ſtreams from the rock are 
es MI moſt refrething, cordial, and ſavoury drink; ſavoury to 
| God, ſavoury to angels, and moſt ſavoury to every ſoul 
that hath taſted it. It is a ſweet cup that is to be put 
in your hand, if you have faith, but it is poiſonous to 


1 the 
entry 


en- 
hs an unworthy communicant that wants faith : But, if you 
dure be worthy, the drink will poifon ſin, quicken grace, and 
here refreſh the foul. Fear not, O believer, to take a good 
rable I draught; faith will make the cup medicinal and reſtora- 
xcels tive to thy ſoul, and it will only kill and deftroy the 


t ani. luſts.— 3. Phyſic: the leaves of this tree are for 
ither “healing of the nations.” Chriſt hath many healing 

| promiſes, which, when applied by faith, are moſt uſeful 
topurge out fin and corruption, and to heal all the ſoul's 
vounds and difcaſes.—q. This tree affords cloathing 
alſo. Poor fallen Adam, when naked. went to the fig tree 


ver. 
tree, ſor its leaves to eover him; but, O let his poſterity go 
ee be Neo the tree of Iife where they ſhall get infinitely better 
.ches, Nloathing, even Chriſt's perfect righteduſneſs, which is 
n as Ppotleſs and law biding. Behold a rich robe, ſet with the 
cants Mearls and diamonds of heaven.—A large robe, ſo broad 
with to cover a whole elect world. Tt allo covers all the 
aſtc.? pots and infirmities of believers ; ſo that not one of 
every Nem is to be ſeen. This robe is as broad as the law, 
i ſick» Mich we are told is exceeding broad. And it is juſt as 


eautiful as broad; for it makes every cle ſoul amix- 


that Ile and acceptable to God. Never then was there ſueli 
phy- tree, either in the earthly or heavenly paradiſe, as 
uch er glorious Tree of Life. Jeſus Chriſt. O hungry ſouls, 
Neat: ere is meat ! O thirſty ſouls here is drink! O diſeaſed 
gat is, "ls, here is medicine! O naked ſouls, here is cloath- 
3 fool 0g: O come then tò this tree of life, and you have all 
& food nzs neceſſary for you. | P 

ernity commumicants, you are called to take a view of 


dis bleſſed tree, as it was hewn, mangled, and cnt down 
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by the ax of juſtice, when he died upon the croſs for 
you, Even in this his mangled condition, he is a mc 
beautiful and engaging fight to the eye of faith! © be 
lever, behold your princely Jeſus liſted up on a bloody 
eroſs, on the top of Mount Calvary, for all nations to 
ſee him, and gather to him ſor food and healing Since 
that Mount was firſt created, it never produced {uch x 
tree, or ſuch precious fruit, as the Lord of Glory hang: 
ing on the tree of the croſs, that was planted there 
fome hours : Chriſt's hanging on it changed its nature 
from a curſed to a bleſſed tree, a tree of life and faivs 
tion. This tree of life made Mount Calvary a ſweet and 
lovely paradiſe that day, (notwithſtanding of all the 
maleſattors bones that lay ſcattercd upon it) and the 
fruit growing on it that day hath enriched both heaven 
and carth, and will fill heaven with eternal ſongs off 
praite, A = ns 
1 You. are likewiſe called, at this time, to draw neara 
crucified Chriſt, the tree of Liſe, that is always loaden 
with fruit: Come as near as poflible you can win, ſhake 
the tree by faith, and gather as much ſruit as you can; 
eat, and lay up for after times; yea, gather and lay up 


\bandon 
the worl. 
the Tree 
Ire yours 
able, an« 
pus fruits 
bow and- 
hat hath 
ſure for { 
he heat 
and [rom 
eulation 
one at 
we firm 
luretythy 
icquiele: 
und {afet! 
righteout 
adow, 
0 tree, © 
ho leavi 
ure com 


for ctcrnity.—'T he fruits of this tree are durable and aiet the 
laſting, plentiful and enriching, ſweet and ſatisfying, many whe 
nifold and various, Rev. xxii. © twelve manner of fruits lere on! 
« every month,” which is 144 crops in the year. Likeiſhade thi 
wiſe they are moſt {uitable to the wants and neceſſitis FF his (ha 
of your ſouls. What can be more ſuitable to the gui to my: 
than pardon? to the dead than life? to the hung!) Let al 
than, bread? to the thirſty than drink ? to the woundelvectneſs 
than balm? to the blind than eye ſalve? to the nakedſave” the 
than cloathing? to the impotent than ſtrength ? to ee that 
weary than reſt? to the captive than liberty? to ti your e 
dillurbed than peace? to the bewildered than light? e Abiat] 
the warrior than victory? All theſe, and innumerabl Abide 
more, are the ſweet and ſuitable fruits of the Tree liſe, ſe 
* " Ug | is WF {is gu 
O then, give all deligence to ſecure and clear up 50 light the 
intereſt in this. bleſſed Tree of Life and its fruits wh*ce of t 
are now offered to you freely, without money or Fri dit. ( 


* 


- 


Abandon and rejec the four and unſavoury fruits of ſiui, 
he world, and your own righceouinel ; and embrace 
Ine Tree of Life in the arms ot faith, and all its fruits 
bre yours. Come, fit down under his thadoy,” at his 
able, and, believingly receive and feed on cheſe deliei- 
us fruits — 0 bow delightful and retreſhing is the ſha- 
low and ſhelter of Chrut's righteoutnets to the ſoul, 
hat hath been ſcorched with a ſenſe of divine difplea- 
lure for fin. This thadow'{kreens and protects him from 
he heat of God's wrath, from the curlies of a fiery law, 
and from the. {lavith fcars.of death, and wrath-hke diſ- 
eulations.— Then let every weary and {corched foul 
one at Chriit's call, and fit down under his thadow : 
we firm credit to the golpel report concerning Chriſt's 
ſuretyſhip, his ſutho:ent righteouſneſs and free offers: 
dequieſee heartily in this. bleſſed contrivance of ſlielter 
and ſafety, and put all your truſt and confidence in his 
Fihteoulneſs alone; and abide contentedly under its 
adow, without wandring from it, or going from trec 
0 tree, as many do, ſeeking reſt or ſhelter, Surely all 
yho leave Chriſt, and wander after the ſhadow of crea- 
ure comforts, or their own doings for relief, will dil- 
Wulct themſelves in vain; for there is no fafety or reſt. 
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22, M: ay where, but under the ſhadow of the Free of Liſe. 
f fruits lere only you will find protection and proviſion: This 
Like Hvade the Spouſe ſay, Cant. ii. 3. I ſat down under 
eeſſities ; his ſhadow with great delight, and his fruit was ſweet: 
2 guilty WM to my taſte.” e EY 

hung Let all theſe, who have experienced the ſafety and 
- oundedveetnefſs of | Chriſt's ſhadow and fruit, bleſs God that 
e nakelWwve' them counſel, and drew them to this happineſs. . 
to 7 ee that you abide-clofe under this ſhadow, and make 

tot 


your continual reſort. Chriſt ſpeaks to you, as David | 
Abiathar, when he fled to him ſrom Saul's cruelty, 
Abide thou with me, ſear not, for he that ſeeketh m 
lie ſeeketh thy life, but with me thou ſhalt be in 
ſale guard.” Likewiſe pity and pray for them who + 
lght the Tree of Liſe, and are going through all the 
fee of the wood © for reſt and ſatisfaction, but cannot 
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it, O commend this bleſſed Tree to them, and in - 


186 S ACRA MENTAL 
vite them to come and fit down under the ſhadow of + 
where they will find all things. Say to them, as Phily 
to Naihamel, „Come and fec.”— Be alto looking wy 
and longing for the tull enjoyment of the Tree of Lit 
in the paradiſe above where you hall eternally * fy 
© among the branches of it,” meet with all your friend 
and eat the fruits with a far better appetite and reli 
than ever any did dere below. 
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HATEVER ſtorms or tempeſts believers 
'.. expoſed to here, Chriſt is an excellent ticks 
and hidipg place from them. Beſore Adam's fall, thi 
fin entered into the world, all was calm and ſerene ; bi 
fince that, the world is become a weary wilderneſs, f 
of tempeſts; and as ſoon as one is laid, another is read 
to blow. There are ſtorms of outward affliciions, fici 
nels, loſſes, and diſappointments, and many wrath-li 


diſpen{ations of Providence; there are ſtorms of ten uainted 
tations {rom Satan, challenges from conſcience, thußhes, and k 
derings from Mount Sinai, diſertions from God, articule 
proaches. and perſecutions from the world: And yet cath, 2 


with C 
* covena 
my {al 
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| able, | 
throu gh 
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levers, 


theſe ſtorms here are but like drops before the ſhove 
if compared with the terrible ſtorm of wrath to conn 
which is abiding the ungodly and unbelieving. bY 
glory to infinite wiſdom and free love, for finding ol 
proper hiding place for loſt ſinners amidſt theſe {fon 
to which we are called to turn, Zech. ix. 12. Ty 
« ye to the ſirong bold, ye priſopers of hope.” 
man Chriſt is an excellent ſ\rong hold and hiding pls 
ngoinſt, all ſtorms whatſoever : in him there is ſufficic 
room accommodation for us, his wounds arc wid 
his mercy large, his merits infinite, his offers ſree, l 
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Bills moſt gracious and extenſive, Iſa. xlv. 22. © Look 
to me, and be ye laved, all the ends of the earth.“ 
he acce's is declared free, and the way patent, to all 
ho turn to this ſtrong hold for ſlielter, and never was- 
y excluded that turned to it. 

A crucified Jeſus, O communicants, repreſented to 
ou in the lacrament, is the ſtrong hold and hiding 
lace to which you are called to turn by faith for ſhel- 
er and fafety, from the {word of Juſtice. In him there 
re excellent clefts for thelter, Cant. 11. 14. And which 
ou ought to be well acquainted with. There are the 
lelts of his wounds and merits, which all Chriſt's doves 
lee to when ſtorms ariſe. There is allo the cleft of his 
over, the cleft of his wiſdom, the cleft of his love, and 
he cleft of his faithfulneſs; many a ſtorm have they 
ſeaped in theſe elefts.— In this hiding place there are 
Iſo chambers of ſafety, to which you may retire when 
he tempe't blows, Ia. xxvi. 20. There are the cham- 
ers of Chriſt's offices and {ſweet relations, whieh he 
ath aſſumed for the ſafety and comfort of behevers ; in 
ach of theſe many of them have found ſhelter when 
torms have blown. There is alſo the pleaſant chamber 
f his covenant, wich the cloſets of its promiſes, which 
ford ſweet retiring places in tempeſtuous times. 0 
tudy to be acquainted with them. David was well ac- 
uainted with the well-ordered covenant and its promi- 
es, and had his recourſe thereto in troublous times, and 
particularly when he was threatened with the ſtorm of 
leath, 2 Sam. xxiii. 5. Although my houſe be not ſo 
with God, yet he hath made with me an everlaſting 
covenant, ordered in all things and ſure: this is all 
my ſalvation.” And he pleads the promiſes of this 
ovenant for his ſafety, Pſal. ex ix. 49. ** Remember the 
word to thy ſervant, upon which thou haſt eauſed me 
"to hope.” Come then by the exerciſe of faith, and 
Nut yourſelves up in theſe ſweet chambers at the Lord's 
Table, and take mln in Owing and walking 
through them. 

Chriſt crucified is a covert and hiding place to be- 
levers, and to every thing that belongs to them: He 
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1 is cverra covert to their bodies in time of danger, ſo vu e tempe! 
| He to his diſeig les when the ſtorm was breaking uo rrance | 
h himicli, john xvii. 8. ** If ye ſcek me let the te g0 their ply 10 ra 
[| Way.“ but more etpectally he is a covert lo ther eir head 


o hiding 
de! No, 
riminal, 
ou into ! 
lace in a 
om the 
cad to b 
It you | 
| the ea 
be carth, 
nd let yi 
ounds ol 
O let e 
cle bleſ 
comfort 
ome, fo; 
nd lying 
onvictior 
Wilicrs, u 
eglected. 
rath, bi 
hereſore 
lace, 
It conc 
Eg place, 
o believe 
he hidde 
Wuainted 
vith hea: 
God; 
Mows nc 
od.— V 
vith put 


; ſouls, theſe he accounts precious as his jewels ; he hide 
i them in his wounds, and “ keeps. them by. his power, 
if through faith, unto ſalvation.” He is allo a covert ty 
| their graces, and: keeps them in life when ready to dig 
and ſaves them from being overwi:elmed in the day d 
tempeſt. What had become of Lavid and of Peter 
grace, under voilent ſtorms of temptation, if he had 10 
been a covert to them. Many a time hath he preſerve 
the imoking flax, and the bruiſed reed, under the mot 
5 dangerous ſtorms.— Likewiſe Chriſt is a covert to their 
| evidences and marks of grace; he. preſerves them, anl 
1 | keeps them legible, after many blots, which fin and 5» 
| tan do caſt upon them: He hath the bleſſed art of re 
| covering and clearing up their evidences, when they art 
Wi frequently given up for loſt in times of backlliding. 
Let all conſider how miſerable they are who have 10 
imereſt in this hiding place; you that are out of Chril 
have no covert from the tempeſt, you can neither hatt 
b ſafety nor comfort in times of trouble. Nay, when an 
4 ſtorm blows from without againſt you a guilty conſcients 
will be. ready to raiſe.a ſtorm within; and alto ſhew you 
a more terrible ſtorm gathering againſt you, even ti 
wrath that is to come; wrath {till coming, but neuet 
| all come; a ſtorm that will ſtüll be blowing, but neuer 
lf will blow over. — O what will become of you, if death 
=: come upon you in this ſhelterleſs ſtate, while out 0 
"ns Chriſt the only hiding place? to be ſure then © hel] vil 
if tc fellow the pale horſe.” To whom then will ye ii 
ſor help or ſhelter? The rocks. or hills will not be! 
hiding place to you, if Chriſt do not hide you: W 
creature will ſKreen or pity you, if Chriſt do it notq; 
All the creatures will take part with their Cretor! 
gainſt you, and inſtead of hiding you they will be read 
to devulge and accuſe you to the purſuer, “the jute en garn 
of God. If you ery to the heavens, O cannot den ft 
vaſt expanded heavens. afford me a hiding place iron Ch 


e tempeſt? No, will they ſay, there is no reſuge, no 
trance here for the {lighters of Chriſt ; we'll open 
ily io rain fire and brimſtone, and furious ſtorms upon 
tir heads, —If you look to the air, and ſay, Is there 
> hiding place through the vaſt regions of the air for 


ſo wat 
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pover e? No, the air is tranſparent, and will diſcover the 
vert to riminal, and will raiſe a whirlwind of wrath to blow 


to die iu into hell.—If you cry to the ſea, Is there no hiding 
day A lace in all the depths of the ſpacious lea to ſhelter me 
eter; om the Lamb's wrath? No, the fea will give up her 
had roo cad to be judged, ond will rage furiouſly againſt you. 
{cred lt you look to the earth, Is there no cave nor pit in 


\c mot! the earth to hide me from the dreadful ſtorm? No, 


0 tber e carth, inſteed of hiding you, will open its mouth, 
m, aud let you go-quick down to hell, for {lighting the 
and sounds of Chriſt, that were opened to ſhelter you, 
t of eO let every finner then flee now, while it is time, to 


ele bleſſed wounds of Jeſus for ſafety : © Be of good 
comfort,” O ſinner, © rife, he calleth thee ;” riſe and 
dme, for there is yet room; forſake all falſe ſhelters 
nd lying reſuges. Abſolute mercy, a blameleſs walk, 
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er have owwictions, reſolutions, prayers, tears, ordinances, mi- 
en a ilers, will not be a hiding place to you, if Chriſt be 
ſcience esleded. Nothing can ſatisfy juſtice, or ſkreen from 
eu you rath, but the wounds and blood of the Redeemer ; 
ven tixMiicrefore ſee to make theſe only your covert and hiding : 


lace, | ; | . 
It concerns all to try if they have got into this hid» 
Pe place, and if they be among Chriſt's © hidden ones;“ 


t nevi 
t neva 


if death 


out Me believers are called, Pſal. Ixxxili. 3. If you be among 
nell vil he hidden ones, you will have a hidden life, and be ae- 
ye feehvainted with a life of ſecret prayer and correſpondence 
101 bc ih heaven, and a life of ſaith and leaning upon the Son 
bu: Nl f God; you will have hidden food, meat the world 
it no: 0ows not of, the hidden manna of communion with 
retor od.— You will have hiddep eloathing, and be acquaint 
e read "th putting off your own rags, and putting on the hid- 
e jul garment of Chriſt's righteouſneſs.— You will have 
;not t"dden ſtrength, and be acquaint with borrowing ſtrength 


cc [room Chriſt both for work and warfare.— Vou will live 
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upon hidden ſupports in dark and calamitous times, at 
draw comfort from the promiſes, and make theſe thi 
ground of your hope. If you be in Chriſt as your hit 
ing place, you will be among Chriſt's poor and need 
ones, for it is to ſuch he is a refuge, Iſa. xxv. 4. Doyo 
fee your own emptineſs, ill deſervings, and inſufficiency 
and depend upon free mercy for every erumb? Are yt 
ſtill beggiwg at a throne of grace, and inclining to exal 
free grace! Saying, © Not unto us, but to Chriſt 
* the glory;“ he is © all our ſalvation and all our de 
„ fire.” Happy are they who can lay claim to thel 
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| From 1 KinGs. xix. 9. 
The Lord ſaid unto him, What doſt thou here, Eljab? 


I is the concern of every man, to be always in cal 
I to give account to God of his errand and deſign: 
every piece of work he is employed in; and fo ougtt 
communicants at tne Lord's table, when God or 1 
miniſters aſk them, as the Lord did Elijah, What do 
thou here, communicant ? What is yoor buſineſs and 
errand at this table? Can you ſay, | have many errands 
here; I come, upon my Saviour's call, to celebrate the 
memorial of his dying love, that his name may be re⸗ 
membered to all generations? And “ worthy is tit 
„Lamb that was ſlain” to be admired. adored, 9 


praiſed for ever.—l1 come alſo to ſubſeribe and ſcal i have t. 
marriage contract with him in the moſt ſolemn mann ke and 
before all the perſons of the glorious Trinity, bee lenſe o 
the elect angels, and before all the congregation, dee by hand 
ing Chriſt doth once more call me to it, after man! e by th 
bro-en tryſt, and hath put on his marriage robes, Me of ſm 
dyed garments to win and engage my heart, I come eme is 
Join hands with him before God, angels, and men, *"cnts ſr: 


take them all witneſſes to the bargain, Surely this 151 bet all 
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od errand : O that the Jong ſpoken of match may now 
ld, 
Can you ſay, I am come to a rich = liberal Saviour, 
\ ſupply my needs out of his fulneſs. I come on a 
od day when he uſes to deal bountifully with the poor 
dd needy, and to ſay to them, as the King to Eſther, 
What is thy petition * ? and what is thy requeſt?“ 
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\re yen, is thy petition. ready ? Doſt thou come with the 
bo exal Mlican” s petition, © God be merciful to me a ſinner?” 
=Y r with David's petition, * Lord be mercitul to me; 
our de 


heal my ſoul, for I have ſirned againſt thee? Or with 
at petition, * Furge me. with hyſſop, and 1 ſhall be 
clean ; waſh me, and I ſhall be whiter than the ſnow ??? 
with that, © Let my ſoul live, and it ſhall praiſe 
hee.” Or do you come with the Spouſe's petitions 
d requeſts, © Draw me, and we will run aſter thee. 
Awake O north wind; and come thou ſouth ; blow 


to thel 


ut?” Surely theſe petitions are agreeable to your 
deemer ; ſee that you inſiſt upon them, and preſs for 
nſncr. Study to have a lively feeling at this time 
all your wants.— Would you have them all ſupplied 
once? Then come and embrace a crucified Jeſus in 


lijab! 


in cal 


lefign: 


o ous arms of faith, and he will fully anſwer them all. 
| or 11Would you have all your five ſenſes ſatisfied at once? 
hat dolhold Chriſt invites you to come to him to get 
gels andildone. — Would you | have the ſenſe of ſeeing ſatis- 
errand? Then he ſays to you, © Look to me, and be ye 
rate thee. —<© Behold me, behold me! Behold King Solomon 
y be reich the crown” on his head !—Would you have the 
is the e of hearing ſatisfied ? Then faith he, Incline thine 
ed, liar; hearken to me; give ear to my voice. Would 
id (cal 3 VE the-ſenſe of caſting ſatisfied? He ſaith O 


mann Wc and ſee that God is good.“ Would you have 
beg lenſe of touching ſatisfied? He ſaith* Reach hither 
Fo ce. 
mam ae by the ſpear and the nails. Would you have the 
bes, fü of ſmelling ſatisfied ? Come then to Chriſt, whoſe 


come | ame 1s as ointment poured forth ;?? and whole “ gar- 
len, all 


upon my garden, that the ſpices thereof may flow 


by hand, thruſt it into my ſide?” feel the wounds 


a0 Pcnts ſmell of aloes, myrnh, and N Come here 
this 154 Kt all your ſpiritual lenſes ſatisfied at Chriſt's fall 
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Object. But I am afraid I am not among theſe invi ad ** 


guelts that Chriſt will make welcome. Anſw. Have po EI 
any of the ſeripture characters of theſe that Chriſti od Fo 


vites? Are you among his friends? Do you wilh wellt A 
| S 2 an eve 
his caule and intereſt? then Chriſt ſaith to you, ede t. 
« O friends,” Cant. v. 1.— Is your heart open t oy 5 
Chriſt's offers, and willing to accept him in all hi EY 
offices? Then he ſaith to ſuch, he will come and fu 
« with them,“ Rev. ili. 20.—Doth your heart love hin 
Then he ſaith, He * will manifeſt himſelf” to ſuch, Jo 
xiv. 21.—Are you poor and necdy ? Then he ſat 
The ncedy ſhall not be forgotten,” Pſal. ix. 18. ounds 
you ſee yourſelf a loſt ſinner? Then he ſaith, R, guilt 
come to ſeek and call” ſuch, Luke xix. 10. Matt. "ij wer 
13.—Do you ſeel ſin to be a heavy burden? Then car to t. 
bids the heavy laden come to him,” Matt. xi. 28.—l ſay, „ 
you hunger and thirſt for Chriſt? He ſaith, He Hand ! hy 
the hungry with good things,” Luke i. 53.—Arc \WHezrker 
ſenſible of backſlidings? He invites ſuch to come io li Ito ne 
Jer. iii. 14.—Are you deſirous to put on the ved, this e 
garment of imputed righteouſneſs? J hen, to be the ark 
you ſhall neither be excluded, nor negleged.— Do lock in 
carneſtly ſeek for his Holy Spirit? He affures you, WiW* thruſt 
is more willing to © give the Spirit to them that a, and ſe 
than loving parents are to give bread to their Hand . þ, 
„ pry children.” What is mens compaſſion to . O co 
children, in compariſon of Chriſt to his? Well th erols, a; 
you may reſt on Chriſt's word; for he is not more hi your he 
in making promiſes, than faithful in making them gf tred to 
He is a God that © keeps covenant to a thouſand ge bailed t 
« rations.” Venture then upon his word, and com Can yo, 
his table with hope and expectation to get all in its he 
wants ſupplied. . | 3 ar the | 
| Let me again aſk yon, as God did Elijah, Wi quake f. 
«Joſt thou here,” communicant? Can you ſay bim as 
you are come to get a heart affecting ſight of the d altiamec 
and wounds of the glorious Redeemer; ſo as yo! heart a 
love Chriſt, and hate ſin more than ever? That ol ſtone 
good errand, and what God will ſurely approve: CO the fire 
then, draw near, as it were, to the foot of the VWilane it 
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mit and take a narrow and cloſe view of his wounds, gnd of 
lake ne blood that ſtreams from them. Obſerve how ſalt the 
wy blood runs down from his hands to the ground, faſter 
1 Well t 


than ever tcars run down from your eyes for fin, that 
auſed the ſhedding of his blood ! Chriſt is not ſparing 
of his blood for you, however ſparing you be of your 
tears for him. —Draw yet nearer, and lay your ear to 
his wounds, eſpecially his five big wounds in his hands, 


0, *N 
open t 
1 all hi 
and fu 


ove tun ct and ſide; which like ſo many mouths, are wide 
ch, Jon opened to ſpeak to believing communicants. Liſten and 
1 4 hear what they ſay; What is the language of the two 
1 — 


wounds in his hands? © Come to me, and caſt your | 
« guilty foul into my bleeding out- ſtretehed arms,” and 
I will ſave you from the {word of Juſtice. —Lay your 
car to the two wounds in his feet, and hear what they 
ſay, „Run to me, and caſt yourſelf down at my feet,” 
and I will protect you from the avenger of blood. 
Hearken to the deep wound in his fide, ſaying, * Flee 
to me,” O trembling dove, * and I will ſheer thee in 
* this cleft of the rock: Thou haſt now free acecls to 
the ark, behold the window opened in the fide of it; 
look in at it, and ſee my heart burning with love: Yea 
* thraſt in thy hand to my fide” unbelie ving Thomas, 
* and feel my bleeding heart” how warm it is to you, 
and be no more faithleſs, but believing.” | 
O communicant, can you come to the foot of Chriſt's 
erols, and fee his wounds, and hear ſu zh language, and 
your donde not be affeted with love to Chrift, and ha- 
tred to fin? Can you behold Chriſt this cruelly uſed, 
Mailed to the tree, bleeding and dying in your room! 
Can you ſee the heavens turning black, the ſun drawing 
in its head, the earth quaking, "and the rocks rending 
at the ſuſferings of the Son of God, and your heart not 
quake for fin, that awakened the ſword of Juſtice againſt 
bim as our Surety ?—O what cauſe have you to be 
aliamed of the hardneſs / and unconcernedneſs of your 
15 youll — at ſuch a ſight, aud to cry to God that the heart 
That ol done may be changed into an heart of fleſh, and that 
ove. C ehe fire of Chriſt's love may deſcend and kindle ſuch a 
the Cn ame in Joor r {ou}, as may melt your frozen affeRions, 
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and conſume the ſtubble of your luſts and corruption 
Of old the Lord ufed to anſwer his people's prayer 
and ſacrifices by fire ſrom heaven: Pray that he may 
anſwer your's in like manner, by kindling a holy fire i 
your ſoul, as he did in the hearts of the two diſciple 
going to Emmaus ; even a twofold fire, to wit, a fire at 
love to Chriſt, and a fire of indignation againſt ſin. ( 
love the Lord Jeſus as your treaſure and portion; let 
your thoughts be mainly upon him, and your ſoul's brea. 
things after him. Be much concerned for his interel 
and cauſe, and for the ſpreading of his kingdom and 
glory in the world. And be looking out, and longing 
for the full and perfect enjoyment of him. —Likevil 
keep up a ftrong averſion to fin, and to what is oppoſite 
to Chriſt, and injurious to his intereſt and kingdom; 
Jook always upon ſin as the grand enemy and murders 
of Chriſt ; and therefore do not ſpare it. 
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A D VIC E Xvil 
From Jonx v. 6. 


Fefus faith unto züm, Wilt thou be made whole? | 


IIS miraculous healing pool of Betheſda, at whicn_hl'® 

| the impotent man had lain thirty eight years 
was. a type of the Meſſiah, and the fountain of his blood 
opened and ſet ſorth in goſpel ordinances, for healing 
all our ſpiritual diſeaſes. And Chriſt's method of heal 
ing this man teaches us, That if we would be healed, 
we muſt be willing to wait at the pool of ordinanct 
till the Spirit come to ſtir the waters, apply the blood, 
aud effect the cure. And in the mean time, we mull be 
phyſician, with carneſt deſires for healing. This is 1 
ported in Chriſt's queſtion, © Wilt thou be made whole” W 
O communicants, you are diſcaſed by fin, and the 
Plagues of your hearts; theſe have blaſted the primit'? 
beauty of the ſoul, and brought on it a ghaſtly delor 
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uptions, Tat Hit f | 5 
3 ity, with much pain and weakneſs. Your diſeaſes are 


LY Wnanifold ; atheiſtical thoughts, miſbelief and ignorance 
y brei ff God's truths, are woſul plagues; hardneſs of heart, 
diſciple nd earthly mindedneſs, formality, and heart wander- 


„gs in duty, truſting to your own righteouſneſs, ingra- 
tude, and backſlidings from God: thele are diſeaſes 

ou out all to be ſenſible of. © God would have © every 
man to know the plague of his own heart,” 1 Kings 
i. 38. in order to his being made whole. Theſe are 
he ſiek that Chriſt is ready to come to heal, Matt. ix. 


a fire of 
ſin. 0 
'on; let 
's brea- 
interel 


om and | ] 
longing FE Chriſt firſt makes men fick and ſenſible before he 
zkeuielakes them whole. Have you then any acquamtanee 
oppoſt th this healthful preparatory ſickneſs? Have you 


geen made ſenſible of the dangerous nature of your diſ- 
aſe, and thoughtſul and folicitcus about the iſſue of it? 
ave you been made to groan and moan under the bur- 
en of your diſeaſe, ſaying, ©* I am troubled and bowed 
down greatly, I go mourning all the day long?” Have 
ou ſeen there is no healing in yourſelves, or in your 
ponvictions prayers, tears, or reformations ? and that 
Ws only in. Chriſt, who hath an infinite ſulneſs of merit 
ad ſpirit to ſuit your deſperate malady ? Are you wil- 
Ing to ſubmit to the phyſician's preſcriptions for heal- 
0g! Be the pill or potion never ſo bitter, you will 
Wallow it: Is it your cry, © Lord, what wilt thou have 
mne to do??? Theſe are tokens of a right preparatory. 
ekneſs. May the Holy Spirit work them in you. 

The great meritorious means of your healing is the 
ood of Jeſus Chriſt, which is ſet before you in the ſa- 
rament, for you to look to and apply by faith. As the 
Waclites were made ſenſible of their tings before they 
poked to the brazen ſerpent for healing; ſo muſt ye, in 
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healed, 


muſt be rder to your prizing of Chriſt, and looking to his 
ir grett bod for healing your ſpiritual plagues. Now the foun- 
8 is im n is open, and the healing ſtreams run freely on both 
whole“ les of the table: Come then, with a feeling of your. 
and the aſes and bathe in them for curing your hard hearts, 


Pur blind eyes, your wenk hands, your feeble knees, 
Pur lame feet, and cold afſeQions.—O impotent man, 
de you lying at the fide of the pool while the waters 
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are ſtirring? Have you no ſtrength to move forward 

and 1s there none to put you in? O then. look. upt ha. 
Chriſt, that healed the impotent man after years wi ls und 
= Look to him by faith, as he calls you, Iſa. xlv, 21 _—_ 
py Look unto me, and be ye ſaved, all the ends of the 2 4 
earth. As I offer myſelf. to every diſcaled ſoul in ar 
Particular, as well as to all in general ; ſo let every ſoul r 
embrace me as his Saviour, and apply my Vage lis 3 
particular diſeaſe. Faith is a healing grace, not only its 5 : — 
touches, but its very looks are healing ; 1 ch VN 
T0, to ſeverals who were healed, © Thy faith hath gta 
made thee whole.“ 0 tee then if you have got tl 3 
healing faith. Sor düst a 
ue. How 1 may 1 know if my faith be of this Lind js your 
Anje w. A 179 5 faith will make the ſoul heartily 9 er 
prove the goſpel- method of ſalvation, embrace Go git wa 
teſtimony, and cloſe with his golpel-offer, in all reſpeds, ks 
And it hath in it, an appropriating truſt and confidence _—_ 
in the merit and virtue of Chriſt's blood, offered to the ee 
ſinner in particular for his pardon and heating ; wric = nh 
makes him reſt upon, Chriſt as his Saviour, and 1 apr, 
his ſoul and ſalvation upon his merit and promiſe, 1 ot 
this healing ſaith of a diſeaſed ſinner, there is a partial - r 
lar acceptance of, and confidence in a crucified Chril 1 hh 
correſponding to that ſree goſpel offer which he make 3 
of himſelf to the diſtreſſed ſoul. This faith brings hin — w 
to a fixed reſolution to lie at the phyſician's door, a _ 
depend upon him alone ſor healing. And it makes bi . 
caſt open all the doors and rooms of his ſoul to receiv "eng 
and entertain his phy ſician. | Now, 0 poor im poten "7a 
foul, if there be ſuch a faith as this wrought in the ip >a 
then thy faith in Chriſt makes thee whole. The healiny I ir 
balm is applied, the cure begun, and ſhall ſhortly be e | 
ge of good cheer thy fins are forgiv 1 5 
14700 ; Jeſus, Chriſt 82 thee whole.“ Sarda 

concerns you alſo, to try if th and 

effecks of this. healing faith NE, 9255 e | *n - 
may conclude, that the ſtrength of vour diſcaſc i is bro pa 
OY by. virtue of the blood of Chriſt ; and that 19Mire Pay 
aße got it applied for curing your heart-atheiſm, harſeiie 61 
| L heale 
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eſs, unbelief, pride, carnality, and particularly your 
cakneſs of hands and. feebleneſs ot knees: 80 that, 
though formerly they were 10 weak and ieebic, that you 
ould not litt up the one, nor bow down the other in 
ayer with any fervency and livelinefs: yet now it is 
therwiſe : Then this is a good token the ſtrength of 
he diſcafe is broken; Chriſt has taken you into his 
olpital, and has you under cure, by the daily applica- 
jon of his blood and*Sptrit, and you are on the way of 
covery,—Can you lay further, That your draught is 
reatly abated; your thirſt after {in and the world; and 
hat your appetite for {foul food, communſon with Chriſt 
ordinances, is happily increaſed? Can you bear the 
ght better than before? Do you love ſearching ſer- 
nons? All theſe are good ſigus.— Have you a: high 
eem of your phyſician, and do you entertain him kind- 
when he viſits you? Have you recovered more 
length and willingneſs to ferve him in the way of com- 
handed duties? And have you a holy fear and jealouſy 
f every thing that might bring on a relapſe into your 
Id diſtempers? Then there is good hope, through 
race, that your faith is a healing faith, the work of 
raling is begun, and fo far carried on... Chriſt is our 
dek, and his work is perſect. 1 3 
O then ſtudy to be thankful to your great phyſician, 
lying,” What ſhall I render to the Lord for all his 
benefits towards me? Bleſs the Lord O my ſoul, and 
forget not all his benefits: Who forgiveth all thine - 
iniquivies, healeth all-thy diſeaſes, and redeemeth thy 
loul from deſtruction; who reneweth thy youtir tike - 
the eagles, maketh thee run and not weary, walk and 
not ſaint.— Bleſſed be the God and Father. of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who, according ta his -abundant : 
' terey, hath begotten us again to a lively hope, by , 
the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt. from the dead, to an 
Inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, and that fad- - 
| th not away, reſerved in heaven for us.“ Then the 
ure ſhall be fully perfected. and we {hall dweli alyays 
ide our' phyſieian, and enjoy perfect and uninterrupt- 
healch for ever and ever.—Expreſs your thank fol. 
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riſt; ſo a Communion Sabbath is a memorial of ſun« 
Iry remarkable things, and ought to be held as a moſt 
nemorable day by every belicver, as it brings to our 
emembrance the greateſt events and bleſimgs. _ 
I. A communion Sabbath is a lively memorial of 
briſt's. death; for che ſacrament adminiſtred that day 
y breaking of bread, and pouring out of wine, is a vifi- 
le repreſentation of Chriſt's death, by the breaking of 
briſt's body, and pouring forth his blood on the crols ; 
20 event which God will have remembered to the end 
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apſes in the world, and through all eternity. Why, becaule 
and {cy it God's perfeclions arc highly glorified, and the 
condutWle& world redeemed from hell. Chriſt did inttitute the 
deceitiuprdinance.to be a ſtanding monument of his death while 


| lookinhe world ſtands, 1 Cor. xi. 26. As often as ye cat 
And x this bread, and drink this cup, ye do thew the Lord's 
t on death till he come.“ And a monument of the wonder- 
to ſta ul love of God in giving his Son, and of the Son in 
e armohhsiving himfelf to be a ſacrifice for our fins, who were 
od, cellMitcrly. unworthy of lis love. By this memorial God 
or par vould teach us the ineſtimable value of Chriſt's death, 
Chriſtaßghes the greateſt obligation he ever put upon the world, 
ar in and that we ought to declare our gratitude to God for 
> put otic favour in the moſt open and public manner, and rely 
differeſhupon Chriſt's death and ſacrifice as the foundation of 
Spirit Mall our hopes of pardon and ſalvation.— The death of 
| platc IMeſas Chriſt is the moſt worthy ſubject of the diſcourſe 
back, WWW praiſe both of the redeemed on earth, and the glo- 


man drifed in heaven, accoring to Rev. i. 5.—V. 9, 12. 
Hence it was that Moſes and Elias when they came 
rom heaven to Mount Tabor to wait upon their Lord 
When transfigured, they made choice of Chriſt's death 
lor the lubject of their converſation, Luke ix. 31. And 
good reaſon, for Chriſt's death was the ſpring and cauſe 
v all their glory in heaven; neither Moſes nor Elias 
had ſhined there, if it had not been for Chriſt's death. 

2 A_ communion: Sabbath is a ſpecial memorial to 
of Chriſt's reſurrection from the grave, which was 
the firſt day of the week, and hence called the Lord's 
Day, it being the-mo honourable day to our Lord Re- 
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deemer, and the moſt joytul day to all the redeemed; en. O 
it gave a clear Proof of the periection ot Chriſt's ſacrifi others. 
he offered to livine Jutace, and that our Surety's . Th 
tis ſaction was acce pred tbr. our compleat juſtification and ecaule 0 
abſolution. Hereby it appeared that elect's debt waMovenant 
diſcharged, their redemption finiſhed, and their cu liniſters 
tioner liberate from priſon. "Phis day Chriſt was © de Miſeying, a 
% cared to be the Son of God with power.” As hu you go 
death did ſhew him to be truly man, ſo his reſur rec:ion ay, you 
did manifeſt him to be truly God, and the great R vill go 
deemer of the world. — This, was the day of Cliriit's vicagemen! 
tory and triumph, in which he ſolemnly appeared to e conf. 
the Captian of our Salvation, and obtained a gloriou rest day 
victory over all' his and the chureh's enemies. — Ih oled b 
day he triumphed over the grave, death and hell, andy and 1 
over ſin, Satan and wicked men. Now death was u. 5 Tb 
ftivged, the grave loſt its purchaſe, the ſerpent's heal rucifyin 
was bruiſed, the powers of hell vanquiſhed, and they leath, 
were all ſwallowed up in victory.— Likewiſe Chriſt Heath of 
his reſurrection, as the head of the church, gave lany w 
all the members of his body a ſure pledge and earncl aſion, t 
of their reſurrection from the grave at the laſt day, ey bee 
immortality and eternal life. And on this day he reitcd hen, in 
from all his works of ſuffering and redemption, and ; it! 
Joiced in the review of them with infinite. delight 7 _ 
camplacency. Now a+ communion. Sabbath is a brigit 6 A 
memorial of this glorious day, which is to be had i enqueſt 
everlaſting remembrance. Wen remember! i with ently 
thankfulneſs:and jop. is ſoul 
3. This day is a memorial of your: ſpirits! reſurree eſpoſin; 
tion and new birth, as it declares your reception in em hi. 
God's family, and ſeals your title to the privileges M ingdom 
his children, that you are born; „ theirs of God, au ents 0 
« joint heirs with Chriſt” of the heavenly inheritan]pon C! 
And though the Lord's Supper be not a converting d hat hae 
dinance in its own nature, yet the preachipg of a E's the: 
eified Chriſt this day, has been the means of eonverti ell rei 
many thouſands, and, in many others of beginning! ien £1; 
pangs and forerunners of the new: birth, to wit, fav ant. in 
convidtions ot ſin, and 1 ne aſter Chriſt, and ſaln 
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on through him, which have landed in their conver- 
on, O pray that it may be ſuch a day to you and many 


Nero | 


ned; of 
acrifice 


ty's fl, 4. This day is a memorial of your marriage day; 
ion and{ſccauſe on it you enter into, or renew your marriage 
2bt wa ovenant with Chriſt the bridegroom of the church. 


liniſters, by the goſpel- offers court your ſouls to Chriſt, 
zying, as theſe did to Rebekah, Gen. xxiv. 58. Will 
you go with the man Chriſt??? On the communion- 
lay, you ſolemnly give your anſwer as ſhe did, „we 
will go;” and at the Lord's table you ſeal your en- 
gagement to him, —Likewiſe this day is a memorial of 
be conſummation of your marriage with Chriſt at the 
reat day, when he will come to receive home his eſ- 
ouled bride, and conduct her to the King's palace with 
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ell, andy and triumph. O prepare and long for that day. 
was u. . ;. The communion Sabbath is a memorial of your 
ts headrucifying fin, which was the cauſe of your Redeemer's 
nd tbeyeath. At this ordinance you draw virtue from the 
rift Yeath of Chriſt, to kill fin and mortify ſtrong luſls. 
gave td lany wreſtling believers have been enabled, at this oc» 
carne eſion, to give a death's wound to theſe luſts and idols 
day, t0 dey had been long ſtruggling againſt before. Reſolve 
ie reſicdſben, in Chriſt's ſtrength, that ſin ſhall not out- live this 
and , ay ; it is moſt juſt to revenge the death of Chriſt upon 
ight and OD | | 
: brigtt 6 A communion Sabbath is a memorial of Chrift's 
e had inqueſt and coronation: For on this day Chriſt fre- 


uently receives the fruit and reward of the travel of 
ls ſou] and his bitter agonies, by overcoming hearts, þ 
Ecipoſing Satan om his throne, and delivering ſouls _ | 
rom his thratdom and tranſlating them into his own 


: 1 with 


e ſurree- 
jon into 


ileges 0 ingdom. And, at this occaſion, all worthy communi» 
30d, anliants o, as it were, put a crown of glory and honour 
eritane pen Chriſt's head, by renouncing ſin, Satan, and all 
rtivg bat hed exerciſed dominion over them beſore, and giv- 


of a cl 
nvertill 
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dy their full and hearty conſent, that Cbriſt alone 
all reign over them for ever. Chrift is ſo delighted 
mh. tläs, that he efleems it as his coronation day, 
Fänt. in. 11. O come then and yield your hearts to 
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Chriſt, and pray that the communion day may be a dy 
ot his coronation and conqueſt, when ſinners ſhall gix 
their free and willing content to the dethroning of $4 
tan, and enthroning of King Jeſus ; come under Chrillz 
ſceptre and government, and abandon all his enemies; 
for he hath beſt right to the throne, and the juſteſt titk 
to reign over you. 8 8 : 

7. & communion Sabbath is a lively memorial and 
emblem of the everlaſting Sabbath above, and the hex 
venly feaſt there, that ſhall never end, which Chril 
hath purchaſed and promiſed to his people. Why? be 
cauſe on a communion Sabbath here, there is an aſlen- 
bling of God's people to give thanks for redeeming love, 
and to feed upon Chriſt and his purchaſe, with fatisfac 
tion and ſongs of praiſe. In like manner, in the heaver- 
ly Sabbath, there will be a great gathering of all the 
ſaints through all the world, to admire and praiſe God 
for redeeming goodneſs, and to fit down and feaſt with 
Christ for ever, upon the benefits of his purchaſe. 0 
how great is the plenty, variety, the fulneſs of prove 
ſion and ſatis faction which is at the upper table! there 
they feed upon eternal redemption from hell and wrath, 
perfect freedom from ſin and Satan, and ſrom all afllc 
tions and complaints: They feed upon the glorious 
preſence of God in human nature, the conſtant ſhining 
of his face, and intimations of his love; the bright (i 
coveries of the works of God in creation and pro 
dence, and eſpecially in the redemption of men 0) 
Chriſt. And in this ſeſtival they have perſe& fatisfac 
tion, joined with eternal ſongs of ba But O bon 
far will the communion Sabbath aboy 
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excel theſe ne enga; 
have here below! Here we are oft put to mix of The ſo 
praiſes with mourning and tears, becauſe of fin prevail Dountain 
ing, or the Spirit withdrawing. Here Judaſes, and "Will Mer 
worthy gueſts thruſt in among the diſciples ; but at tit vou: 
higher table there is no ſuch mixture, all is pure ald mity ag 
holy, and there is nought to allay their joy.— Here 9th the 
communion Sabbaths are foon over, and have night ll the 
weak days, and trials to ſiicceed them, but the commu among 


nion Sabbath above, the fealt, muſic, and. aſſembly at 


verlaſting without interruption or uneaſineſs' of any 


a dye. —O then improve theſe ſhort Sabbaths, an memo- 
II give dals and means to prepare you lor this everlaſting Sab- 
of S Neth; and in all ordinances here, keep your eye upon 
4brill' | 


he heavenly feſtival, 


emies; 

{t titk —— —e— 
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Chrll From IR. iii. 19. 


1 *. ow ſhall I put the among the children 2. Thou ſhalt call 
ne | | me, My Father. 
1g love, | | 

atisface HOUGH there be great mountains of difficulties 


heaven- in the way of ſinners ſalvation, yet God in his 


all the rec merey, hath found out an expedient to get over 
Its Gol hem; even by making choice of God as our God and 
" " ather in Chriſt. — That you may admire his grace the 

\(e. 


ore, take a view of the difficulty that lie in the way. 
pd might ſay, How ſhall I put the among the chil- 
ren” of my family, who are the offspring of apoſtate 
nd rebellious parents, who ungrateſully departed from 
od without any provocation, fold themiclves to the 


prov 
there 
| wrath, 


Il afflice 


2 [011005 evil to do his drudgery, and rebelled againſt a moſt 
(110103 ggracious God, and loving Father ? And how ſhall I put 
ght dee that have finned after the ſimilitude of Adam, 
pro imone my children? How ſhall I be reconciled to ſuch 
men by eacherous dealers? Again he might ſay, © How {hall _ 
ſatisfac- I put you among my children,” who are condemned 
Au bels in the hands of my infinite Juſtice, and whom I 
t hele de 


mix 0 The ſoul that ſinneth ſhail die.“ Here is a burning 


prevai- Mountain of Juſtice in the way of your ſalvat ion; how | 
and u- Merey get over it to help you: —“ How ſhall I 
it at the vou among my children,” whoſe hearts are full of 
ure and "ty againſt me, and have all your days been plotting 
Tere 0th the devil, and aſſiſting him to fight againſt me, and 
> nighth the crown off my head?“ How ſhall T put you 


commu 


mbly dle 


engaged by my Truth to deſtroy, having ſaid, 


among my children,” who are ſo deſormed, polluted, 


: 


| 
4 


who have all your days been wallowing in the mire, u 


- + ſhall I put you among my children,” who are impote 
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and loathſome creatures, as black as hell can make j 


drenched in the puddle of fin?—* How ſhall I put y 
* among my children,” who have been all your 
Satan's vaſſals, drudging at his work, grinding in h 
prion, and ſerving divers luſts and pleaſures ?—* Hy 


and lame, cannot run my errands, nor move one ite; It y' 
my ſervice, nor do any thing to pleaſe or glorify me of his 
Ho ſhall I put you among my children,” ehildre 
hate my children and my image in them, and have p eat of 
ferred the devil's children to mine ?—* How ſhall [py long T 
„you among my children,” that hate my childra if 8 his 
< bread, and chooſe rather to feed on huſks with H vuſt be 
ſwine ?!—* How ſhall I put you among my children, goſpel. 
that never liked my children's work, never loved praffiiſh aguit 3 
er, praiſe, nor any ſpiritual employment ?—* Ho fu break 
I put. you among my children,“ who are ſinners WM free ar 
Zion, have ſitten many years under goſpel- offers a 2 Chi 
calls to come to Chriſt, and have flighted them all, a * ighte: 
| bolted the door againſt my dear Son, and quenched! a furre 
motions of my Spirit ?—* How ſhall I put you amo engage 
* my children,” who have been ſo impenitent and haf childre 
hearted all. your days, as never to drop one tear i . Oe 
any of all the black and heinous ſins you have comm! make 0 
ted againſt me?—* How ſhall T put you among ! the or 
„ children,“ who have never kept one word to me, h * of 
have broke all your baptiſmal engage ments, and gol amily. 
over to the devil's camp, and harboured my enemis you fal 
| —O ho is it that God can come over theſe mountaa dren's 
to put ſuch as you among the children, and allow t ant 
to ſit down at the children's table, and eat of . + by 


Hhleſſed be God, who hath found out a way for | 
merey to come over all theſe mountains; by provid 
a Mediator and Surety to ſatisſy Juſtice for our i 
and proclaiming a new covenant, that whoſoever | 


% * 
= " ” ”% 
a . 


bread? how is this conſiſtent with the honour and 1 


2 


neſs of God? | 


cepts of the Mediator, and makes choice of Cod 2 
God and Father in him, ſhall be taken into God's fil 
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ty, and be numbered among his children, notwithſtand. 
ing of all that you have done to provoke him to caſt 
you off. * Thou ſhalt call me, My Father.” Wonder- 

ful eondeſcenſion, that he ſhould allow ſuch prodigals 
and run-aways art all to ſpeak to him, and far more that 


lake yo 
nire, at 
put y( 
zur da 


SW he ſhould put words in their mouths, and ſuch kindly 
impotenlſ vords, as © My Father!” amazing goodneſs! 

te ſep It you would make this addreſs aright, and take hold 
iy ne of his covenant, ſo as you may be taken in among the 
o,” a children of God, and allowed to come to his table and 


eat of their bread ; you muſt be truly grieved for your 
long rebelling againſt you heavenly Father, and ſlight- 


1ave pre 


hall 1 pu 


buldrenl ing bis offers of mercy and pardon through Chriſt : you 
with ys mult be deeply humbled before him, and fall in with the 


hildren i goſpel-merhod of acceſs to him by a Mediator; you muſt 
ved p quit all dependence on your own righteouſnefs, and 
How fa break with all your Father's enemies, you muſt make a 
inners . free and hearty choice of God, as your God and Father 
ers u in Chriſt, reſting wholly upon Chriſt's mediation and 


righteouſneſs for acceptance with God ;—you maſt make 
a lurrender of yourſelves, and all you have, to him, and 
engage in Chriſt's ſtrength to ſerve him, as obedient 
children, defirous to pleaſe your Father in all things. 

O come then, enter into coveriant with God, and 
make choice of him as your Father in Chriſt: this is 
the only expedient for removing the difficulties in the 
way. of your ſalvation, and for taking you into God's 
family, and numbering you among his children; ünleſs 
you-fall in with it, you can have no right to the ehil- 
dren's bread, you'll be unworthy communicants, and 


n all, at 
nchedt 
hu amo 
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tear ( 
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enemies 


10 untalg Pre. | b : ic 
allow eat and drink judgment to yourſelves. O then prevent 
. of thi} i, by entering into covenant with God, that you may 


be taken in among the children. O young perions, let 


and hu de | ; 
me put the matter home to you, as Joſhua did to the 


8 | 


y for | lraclites, © Chooſe you this day whom you will ſerve!” 
provid Chooſe you whom you will take for your faiher, - whe- 
our i ther God or the devil]! Both are courting your hearts ; 
ever Which of them will you yield to? Is there any ſo fooliſh | 
Cod s © to halt betwixt two opinions in this caſe ? Is there 
* od's f e ſo mad as ſtand in doubt whether to dwell with 
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Chriſt or the devil for ever? Now Michael and his an. 
gels, and the dragon and his angels, are ſtruggling for 
your hearts; a cunning devil is holding, and a dying 
Saviour is drawing; now caſt the balance, and {hey 
which of them you incline to: The eyes of the holy 
Trinity are on you, the eyes of angels and men are on 
you, to ſee what the iſſue will be. O then be wiſe and 
come preſently, and make a ſurrender of your hearts 
to God in Chriſt. There is no muſic ſo melodious in 
God's cars, as the voice of young. perſons weeping and 
covenanting with God. — The ſcaſons of youth is the 
male in your flock, it belongs to God, let him have it, 
they are curſed who deny it to him, and reſerve the 
blind and the lame to God, ſuch as the dregs of old age, 
or lickneſs, Mal. i. 7. | = 7: | | 
O Q communicants, ſee always to bring Chriſt alongſt 
with you in your covenanting with God; never think of 
eovenanting with him but by ſacrifice ; bring the ſacri-/ 
ice of Chriſt's death to atone for. the breach of the firſt 
covenant, and bring his Suretyſhip to anſwer for your. 
faithfulneſs in the ſecond, otherwiſe you can never call 
:God your Father, nor be taken in among his children, 
—Remember you are all engaged in this covenant by 
your parents undertaking for you in baptiſm ; but as 
ſoon as you are capable, God will have you to renew it 
_ perſonally and explicitly, and to come ſenfible of your 
breaking this covenant, in running away from Chrilt's 
colours, and in going over to the devil's camp; and 
deeply ſenſible of your ſolly in delay ing and ſtanding out 
0 long againſt Chriſt's graciqus calls and free offers. 
O come, as penitent prgdigals, and mourning backſlid- 
ers, with your faces Zion-ward, weeping as you go, wil- 
ling to enter into God's covenant, and give yourſelves | 
away unto the Lord, who is your rightful owner. Since 
Chriſt comes to you at this occaſion, as in ſtreams of 
blood, it is ſurely proper that you meet him with ſtreams 
of tears for ſin, that cauſed his blood to be poured forth 
as water; and that you come preſently to an open rup' 
ture with all his enemies, and particularly with your 
unbelief, your pride your paſſion, your bypocriſy, and 
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is an. J ether fins that have picreed him. Break with them all, 
g for ind come to him with the appropriating acts of faiths 
dying | 


laying, © My Father, my Lord, and my God.” 
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From Luxx. v. 26. 


us in ; WES 
* a Ney glorified. God, ſaying, We Bave ſeen firange things 


EF y to day. 


ve it, 
> the 
I age, 


THESE, cho have been attending ordinances, . 
L ought to recollect what they have been ſeeing, 
going and hearing, and to be ſuitably aſſected there» 


longſt With. Self. examination is needſul after communicating, 
ok of Ws well as before it. Had you the eyes of faith open to 
{acri- e and obſerve the goings of our God and King in his 
e firſt Waituary'; you may then ſay on the evening of a com- 
your nion Sabbarbh, We have ſeen ſtrange and marvel- 

r call lous things to-day.” You have ſeen the bloody tra- 
dren. tedy of Chriſt's ſufferings repreſented and re- adted; 
nt by tritt with garments dipt in blood fighting a bloody bat- 
ut as e for us; in which the glory of the Divine attributes 
ew | re wonderfully diſplayed: Behold the free: love ant 
your erey of God; who was highly offended with us, yet 
hrilt's ertriving our redemption, and giving the Son of his 
; and oe to die for us, who were his enemies; and for this. 
g out d eresting a new thing in the earth, the incarnation. 
offers. an infinite perfon, making a woman, a virgin, to be 
kflid- ether of him that created her! God incarnate is a 
), Wile orld's wonder, Jer. xxxi. 22. A ſtrange thing! the Son 
{clves God conſents thus to humble himſelf and die for con- 
Since med eriminals; rather than he would fee elect ſin- 
ms of rs plunged into the bottomleſs gulf of eternal miſery, 
reams his love and pity he would put himfelf into it, to 
fort ep them out! Here infinite wiſdom diſplayed in find- 

1 rup - out a way to ſatisfy juſtice in puniſhing fin ſeverely, 
ul 0 at the ſame time to gratify merey in pardoning the 

„ 


ner freely! A ſlrange device! Juſtice and merey are 
| 8 | 2 ; 
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reconciled, and kiſs one another in man's redemptioy 
by, Chriſt's death, the demands of both are anſwered, 
and the glory of both equally diſcovered ! Here is ſeen 


js covet 
m de f 


the ſeverity of juſtice and fierceneſs of God's wrath 4. _ 
gainſt fin, in not ſparing his innocent Son when he be. gar 
came our Surety, nor abating him one farthing of the . * 
| debt! Nay he awaked the ſword of juſtice againſt him, uuns 
" and poured out the vials of his wrath upon him; which 20s 
i kindled a fire in his ſoul, made him ſweat, and fall to Wi wn 
the ground; and there, he that made the heavens lay , 
grovelling in- the anguiſh ot his ſpirit, and ſucstig f 5 . 
blooc w heavy was the burden of guilt 1 | 4 
that preſſed His ſoul at this time. oo * I 
Sees ſtreaming forth Ng 
of marvellous virtue, | foſten hearts, though. . 0 
harder than a ſtone: that can heal all the wounds given 8 
you by the old ſerpent; that can waſh away the deepeli . _ 
flains of guilt, and make creatures black as hell, whiter * — 
than ſnow ! and though many thouſands have been clean | 4 you 
ſed by it, yet the ſtream is no wiſe defiled, but ſiill i f bas 
ure and clear as cryſtal ! You have ſcen the amazing 1 0 py 
humiliation of the Son of Gof Lor vile worms | a ftramg an fee 
thing! be was made a worm, a clod of duſt; yea, ms hat 
ſin for us! ſtrange! that he who thunders in the hey he] 
vens, ſhould be brought to lie in the manger, and cry i.1.- 8 
the eras? "That be whe ſramed the: heavers wa 
work with a carpenter. in his trade! That the grel 15 * 
Judge of all the world, ſhould be brought to the bf nage 
accuſed as a maleſfactor, condemned. and crucificd in :. A. 
tix two thieves, that ſuch criminals as you nig ang . 
have a room among the bleſſed ! You have ſeen the Lo . 
T Liſe deprived. purchaſe life for you! ſcaed hie 
leſs htJineſs. made Gn, and eternal bleſſedneſs made em 1258 
Fan m you [rom ſin, and the curſc duc (9 i | admir 
A firange thing! for the holy One of God to make li o de 
an cxchange.with you, to take, the curſe, to give aue : 
the bleſſing ! to take ſhame, to give y ou glory! 10 9h, 1 
death, to give you liſe! to take your fins, to give aeg 95 
his righteouſneſs? A ſtrange thing! to ſee the rig es: 
ouſneſs of one man, a robe large enough and ſuffcse,e 
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cover. thkny thouſands, ſo as not one ſpot of guilt | 

1 de" {een oy them by the eye of infinite juſtice A 
ganze kfünng! to {te Chriſt willing to have his ſide 
opened, to Kuß doubting ſouls of the reality of his . 
dre, hat you might look into his heart, and ſee it 
panting with. love 10 you, and hear him laying, as to 
Thomas, be no more faithleſs, but beheving ! / 2h 

* mage?" to ſee him bowing his head on the Croſs, to 
fiſper comfort into your car, ſaying, now. it is finiſſi- 
Fed; 1 have drunk the brook in the way, even the - 
whole river of God's wrath, ſo that there is not one 
drop left for you; every believer's debt is paid !— 
Arange thing! to behold the Father pleaſed to {ce 

ie druites, agonies, and fafferings of his dear Son, that 

is enemies might be eternally freed from them! 


ptiog 
ered, 
; Teen 
th a 
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of the 
t him, 
which 
fall to 
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eating 
{ guilt 


2 forth 
though 


8 or "A fteange thing! to ſee death conquering death; the 
deeper of Chriſt conquering all his and our enemies! Lk | 
** had een Ohrut entering the lifts with death and 
n clealt 


al, law and: juſtice, he might have ſtood amazed, aud 
id, O what wil come of this champion that is engaged 
th ſuch- ſtrong enemies? But ſtay a little, and you 
hll fee” him lead captivity captive, triumphing over 
den all, and fetch all he came for, out of the hand of 


1 All l 
amazing 
x flrang 
2a, MB 


+ 


the heuſſhe devil! When Chriſt was brought to the croſs, one 
ad cry | ght have thought that devils, wicked men, and death, | 
4 fue ere triumphing over bim; but the word ſaith, that | 
he gre 


on the croſs he ſpoiled principalitics and powers ; ; and - 
made athew -of- them . N triumphing over them 
in i” A ſtrange myſtery! while enemies were ſcoff- 
end inſulting him, Chriſt is triumphing over them! 
gbrions conqueſt Chriſt's was, for he not only fab- - | 
ed his enemies, but conquered them ſo far, as to make 

em aifefaF and ſerviceable to him and his people Let J 
admire the the conqueſt and the con ueror,, though | Il 
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make u was "deſpiſed by men; yet, like David, he glorioully 

o giye ed Goliath, that defied the armies or the God o 

ee he cruſhed the head of the old ſerpent that, had 
o give 1 ſed his heel, and enflaved his elect ; and he Ppt all 

ih rig! Leber enemies to Hight. n | 
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over the greateſt mountains of difficulties, to parda 


| Aretched arms to come and match with him, and ſcaling 


nothing but diſeaſes and miſery ! O what ſtrong ſig 
have you ſeen to day! you have ſeen the love of Chr 


the higher Table, to which mary of your friends 
ed rather to have had a cup of wrath put in your hi! 


Pled bis blood under (ont. 


blind eyes opened. proud ereatures humbled, carck 


Theſe 
much af 
and glo1 
is the c 
him. —C 
ſo little 
them ir 
rompare 
which C 
ſloop. C! 
ind ſi as 
his love 
being {o 
nels, or 
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A ſtrange ſight! you have ſeen to-day God coming 


and ſave ſinners! taking rebels to be his children an 
favourites; and cxalting them above angels that neve 
finned ! You have ſeen the King of glory courting poi 
ſlaves, black Ethiopians, and inviting them with out 


the marriage covenant with his blood! You have ſex 
him mzke a rich feaſt to them, and welcome them i 
fecU on a crucified Chriſt, and all his purchaſe ! Behol 
the heavenly pelican, that feeds his young ones with hi 
bloed! How amazing is the fight, that God ſhould nd 
only feaſt, but ſeal a marriage covenant with you, who 
deſcent is baſe, whoſe perſon is ugly, whoſe portion 


the worth of ſouls, the price of pardon, an emblem. 


acquaintances are gone, where the ſeaſt will never end 
. You have ſeen, to-day, a ſtrange act of mercy! 
guilty and ill-deſerving creatures, 'who have cat a 
drurk before the Lord, and yet on them he hath 1 
laid his hand; he hath made no breach upon any, 280 
Uzzah, Nedab, Abihu, or the men of Bethſliemeſn! 
'Hath not ſtruck any dead with the , bread in tbe 
mouths, or cup in their bards ;. nor ſent, any from tl 
table to hell, though you truſt acknowledge you deſen 


than a cup of -blefling !—A ſtrange ſight! that oo! ) 
offers are yet continued to theſe who have abuſed m 
ſacraments and ſermons ! that Chrift ſhould be {trets 
ing out the ſceptre of grace, and offering pardon i 
merey to theſe who have crucified him aſreſh, and tis 


; --» Have you ſeen-exidences of gracious changes v roi 
on hearts and wills by the word, ſecure ſouls awaken 


-firners made to cry, Awsy with the world and give! 
1 Chriſt; None but Chriſt... 1 count all things but 
und dung in compariſon of Chriſt and his righteouſ 


* 
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hefe are ſtrange ſights, with which you ſhould be 
mach affected, ſo as to hate fin, love Chriſt, bleſs God 
and glorify him with your hearts tongues and lives. It 
is the end of all God's works that we thould glorify 
bim. Oh! the beſt have reaſon to lament that they are 
ſo little affected with the marvellous things ſet before 
them in-the word and ſacrament! Surely when you 
ſcompare the Rock whence you are hewn, and that on 
which God ſets you! and when you conſider the low | 
ſloop. Chriſt has made to purchale ſuch clods of earth 
nd fins-with his blood, you have cauſe to be amazed at 
his love, and confounded at your own ingratitude, in 
deing ſo little affected with his marvellous loving kind- 
neſs, or melted for fin that was the cauſe of all his ſuf 
ſerings? O let the ſtrange and wonderful tokens of 
brift's. love, you have been ſeeing and ſharing of in 
the ſacrament, engage you to more thankfulnels in heart 
and life. Have you been waſhing your robes white in 
the blood of che Lamb? be careful to keep them clean, 
and do not defile them again in the mire of ſin ; remem- 
der your vows, and keep your face ſtill towards your 
ather's houſe, which is a pure and undefiled dwelling: - 
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any, asu cannot take filchy hands or feet thither, for no un- 
meth ! Mlean thing enters there, fal. xciii.. 5. © Holineſs be- 
in ile wech thine houſe, O Lord, for ever.“ Pi 0 
from ij ITE: a 
ou deſen . 


your hs 
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at eolPp 
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e From Luxx vi. 21. | 
w_ B ket are ye that zunge. now, for ye Pratt b ft 12 
ö 

1 * ſcripture, hunger and thirſt, when applied te cpi- 
es wrote ritual things, imports the ſame thing, to wit, a 
awake ong deſire aſter ſpiritual and heavenly good things; 
d, caren hich defire imphes ſpiritual life, a ſeeling ſenſe of want, 
znd gel Ar longing for food to the ſoul, together with the 
Ng but Pe of all proper means to obtain it. Now, the main 
zhecou ect of gas or chirſi is Jeſus Chriſt; or God 


pe muſt hunger and thirſt for theſo things, firmly be 
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in Chriſt, Pſak. xlit. 1. 2.—Ixiii. I. Now there ar 
many things in Chriſt which the hungry Toul dotn det 
ſire; as 1. Chriſt's blood, as che ſoul's ranfon and clean 
ſing fountain.— 2. Chriſt's Spirit, as che ſoul's quicknet 
comforter, and guide. 3. Chrift's' rightevuſneis, as the 

 louP's cloathing and protetion—=qe Chriſt's word, af 
the foul's daily. food and cordials.— 51 Chrilt's: ſupper; 
as the ſoul's feaſt and pledge of heuven 6. Chill 
graces, as che ſoul's riches and ornaments. 7. Chrills 
way, or- holineſs in heart and life, as the ſoul's s path to 
heaven. 8. Chriſt's day, as the foubs weekly market: 
day for gottiag in proviſions: negeliary for working 
journeying, fighting, &. 9. Chrilt's manſions above 
as the ſoul's dwelling place ſor eternal communion with 
God and his ſaints. Now, if you. would be truly bleſſed 
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lieving chat in-theſe your true happineſs doth. lie, an 
not in the world. or ſenſual things. + 
Again, ſee that your hunger be of the right kind, tha 
it be inſatiable, ſo that nothing can put it off or dati 
it but Chriſt; the truly hungry ſoul will not be pleaſed 
Vith the belt duties, ordinances, miniſters, ſermons, ſa- 
craments, or any thing without Chriſt. — The hungry 
ſouls will adventure on - the: greateſt difficulties fot 
Chriſt ; he will} part with any thing ſor him: . All the 
Wende, honours, . muſic, or comſorts of liſe, cannot 
fatisfy him, none but Chriſt the ſoul's food. True hui 
ger will put him upon the uſe of: all means, and male 


him content to take Chriſt on any terms, and put 1 b, 28. | 
blank in his hand, and ſay, Lord; what wilt thou have li. 5.— 

% me do 1 me; ſabſcribe. to any thing only give m PA of, th 
Chriſt, give me ſood to my ſtarving ſoul, on. xv. 

Such hungry ſouls are bleſſed, becauſe he hath prof Vat a, 


in, 
gn, vii 
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miſed to fausſy and fill them. Ir is God that creates 
the appetite, and excites the hunger, and, therefore! 
wil latisſy it. The hungry are the moſt earneſt and im 
portunate beggars at the throne of grace; and ſuch h 


has promiſed to hear, Luke ii. 9. The hungry wil * xi. 
wait at God's door for an alms, and he promiſes hel 12 
0) 


5 h ait ſor hin ſliall. bor be alhamed,; Ila. xlixe 23 
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re an proud, the rich, tbe full, and ſelf-righteonswill go 
tin de ey, Ar the door be not preſently opened, but the hun- 
elena vill aſk, ſeek, knock, and knock again, and wait till 
ickney 0 think fit to open, and grant an alms. - Theſe God 
as thei bound by his word to ſatisfy. He is their Father, and 
ord, Ah the — a Father to pity his children. He 
ſupper ers the ravens and young lions when they cry, and 
Z brit es them, and will he not hear his own children, and 
Thrill their hungry ſouls ? Ves, he hath. promiſed it. 
path u But: what is that fill. he promiſes to the hungry? 
narket . He fills them with divine diſcoveries, as with the 
orking pledge of God's greatneſs: and majeſty, ſo as to make 
above ſn ſenſible of their own nothingneſs; and with the 
on wier ledge of God's goodneſs and free love to ſinners in 
bleſſech brit, 10 as to make them fall into raptures of admira- 
mly bee, r cry, ** Who is a God like unto thee, that par- 
Ldoneth iniquity,” Mie. vii. 18.—He fills them with a 
every of the excellency of the goſpel remedy ſor 
nd, that" bing fouls, ſo as to make them ſay it is a device f 
, Catich ery. way worthy of God, Chriſt's mediatory offices, 
pleaſed b covenant, his rietecouſnels, his blood, his purchaſe, 
ons, ſt d fulneſs, do nobly anſwer all our ſoul's wants and. 
hunerf*fffties ; they deliver us from fin and miſery, and 
ties ſot ey bring us grace and glory,—He fills his hungry 
All the ople with, goſpel promiſes, by letting them ſee their, 
cannot eme in them, and giving them faith to take hold of- 
ve hum and apply them. Many a ſweet fill do they get 
ad male em ſuch promiſes as theſe, J er. xxxIi. 40. Ezek. xxxvi. 
d put „ 28. Jer. i Hi. 22. 1 John ji. 1. Rom. xvi. 20. Heb. . 
on hate i. 5. — He fills them with the intimations of the par- 
give ml” of their ſins, and with peace. and joy in believing,” 
om. xv. 13. ſo as to baniſh their doubts and ſears. 
ath pro hat a ſweet fill did Chriſt's voice give them, ſuch as 
- creat@s in Matt. ix, 2. Luke xxiv. 36,38. John xiv. 27. 
efore| gm, vii. 1.— He fills them with reſolution and ſirevgth; 
and in eaquer ſin, perform duties, reſiſt temptations, and 
ſuch ie ar aMiQtions ;; ; when he ſpeaks to tbem as to Paul. 2 
1pry will ko xii. 9*or as in Ifa. xli. 10. and xlii. 2.— He fills 
ſes then by giving them ſweet, returns of prayer. aſſurance, 
Alix / 2 bis . and of his gracious preſence with. r 


8 SACRAMENTAT 


He fils them by making over Chriſt's fuldeſs and pu 
chafe to them, and by giving them Piſgah views of th 
promiſed. land, and wit at laſt fill them with glory, 1 
It is only the hangry that ſhall be filled, the need 
a the humble, and ſel denied, for the rieh are ſent em Y 
ty away,” Luke ji. $4. the rich, that is theſe who AH A; 
filled with a conceit of their own ſtrength and ſuffice Le- 
ey, their gifts and performances, and go about to e Y 
bliſh a righteouſneſs of their own, and fee not tha) HA 
need of Chriſt: Theſe ſhalt go empty away, for they. © bo; 
do not prise Chriſt, nor ave willing to come up to em; fo: 
_ terms. They go away empty of Chrift and his riebe nolt x 
but alas, they go away filled with pride and ſelf co verey it 
deit, filled with love to ſin, love to the world, and lo pow: 
to their own righteouſneſs. Oh this is a miſerable fill; from 
O hungry fouls, bleſs God that gives you this appe vers ar 
| ute; when others are rieh and full in their own conceiſi How r 
labour to preferve this appetite, and wait about God Redee 
houfe and table, where ſoul food is ꝛ0 be had ; and ble d you c 
bim even ior the ſmalleſt crumbs, as when he gives no 1; 
a greater hatred of ſin, a higher eſteem of Chriſt, n an 
greater deſire aſter heart holineſs, a reſtleſſnefs witholſÞied wit] 
Chriſt, à willingods. to part with gti for Chrit; dom fi 
fironger refolutions to etc ave to Chriſt and duty. The ul on 
erumbs are worthy of thanks, though ye be not fille ers, be 
with joy and peace in believing. Wait on the Lord, angg"ant, at 
wait for him in every ordinance and duty of his appoims impy 
ment, © believing him to be faithful who hath fu te be 
40 They" {halt not be aſhamed who wait for me.“ and Sa 
Oct Some may ſay, We have waited long, , live 
have not got a erumb. Huſio. Some eminedt ſaints hat un you 
been put to ery, Ho long wilt thou forget me, Lotte ame 
„ ſhall it be for ever,“ fal. xi. But they muſt wa ced be 
in the'uſe of means until God's time come, and ade Wo.) 
the ſovereignity of God in his dealings with them. Mar re 
people have reſis ighed themſelves: ts the care and wild Move 
of God, who. knows what is heſt for them; believe be: 


| there is a time coming when God will. make up all teh whe: 


loſſes. O belze vers there is à fill remaining ſor eur 
above, that will ſoon make you: en all your days i: when 
| ſearelty here below. WES 
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are F. rem Paar- evil. 2. 

who | 

ufficie "bt the Redeemed of 6 the Tord "ay for 

to elde 

dt the na Pi is IE ſuch perſons ſhould ſay ? ? Let them 
for t both ſay and ſing of God's goodneſs and mercy 
p to l bead for (of all men) the * redeemed of the Lord” 
ricbes moit realon to be thankful for Chiritt's diſti nguiſh- ; 
elf confEſÞmercy'in freeing them from the law's Fay and 
and lone power, from the guilt, dominion, and puniſhment , 


lh; tfom-.the ſting of death, and the wrath to Comes 
us app vers are redeemed both from fin. and hell. 


concei e How may I know if | be among theſe bappy ones, 
at Gol Redeemed of the Lord?” A. Take thelè marks. 


ble fill 


and bei? you ever ſee your fluvery and bondage by nature, 


ives no leſs than an infinite price and power could 
m and liberate you !— Was you fo convinced and 


wirbelt led with the ſight of your miſery, as to be content 


nin em from it on any terms? Have you venture 
5. The lou on Chriſt's merit and mercy, conform to gol. 
ot fille ers, being well pleaſed with the frame of the New 


,ord, ant hk and the ſelf denying way of ſaving ſouls b 4 


appoint $ imputed righteouſneſs? Are you content wit 
ath fa de be your King and Ruler, as well as you 
and Saviour: — Have you given up yourſelf to the 


ong, 1 live for him, deſirous that his love may always 


ints haun you to do his will? O then, you may conclude, 

ne, Lore among © the redeemed of the Lord,” and that 
not wield body Was broke, and his blood ſhed to ran · 
nd ade „ 5 

hem. lar reaſots. have you to extol his goodneſs and 
ad wile ore others. Why ? he hath opened your eyes 
believinſ de beauty of your Redeemer, and the ways o 

p all thongs, when others remain in blindneſs !\——He hath 
(008 Your cars to hear the joyful found, and fall in 
ar days {2 when others are deaf to it — 1. hath looſed 
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your tongues to pray and praiſc, when others are du ee vou 
and tongue. tied ——He hath opened your heart Hat Oh 
entertain Chriſt crucihed, when others ſhut him out road d 
He hath brought you to a feeling of the evil and they 
den of fin, when others are without feeling ?—Hc H Wh: 
given you appetites for ſpiritual food, when others ion an 
liſh nothing but things earthly - He hath given ent to 
the promiſc and hopes of compleat redemption ſton end he 
and miſery above, when others live without Chriſ i prai 
without hope! Let © the redeemed of the Lord” e the 
ſing and praiſe above all others. (our fr 
O believing communicants, © redeemed of the Lo 
give him thanks, and expreſs your thankfulneſs by] 
thoughts and actions, as well as your words; nam 
by your high eſteem of your Redeemer, and of his 
and righteouſneſs that purchaſed all for you, 
avoiding every thing that diſhonours him, aud f 
from the fins that are common and faſhionable » 
you live. —By commending your Redeemer to thele| 
know him not. By ſtanding up as witneſſcs for 
and for his truths and ways, in the midſt of a C 
deſpiſing generation.— By ſtrictly obſerving the [4 
Day, as being a weekly memorial of redeeming 10 
By longing for the enlarging of Chriſt's kingdom 
rejoicing at the news of it; and by putting hond 
all the friends and lovers of the Redeemer. 
Lay, Shew your thankfulneſs by ſinging p! 
Hymns, and ſpiritual ſongs, in praiſc of redeeming 
and of the Redeemer's perſon, offices, and ſuffer 
a ſubject that can never be exhauſted. Sing pra 
the great God, that humbled himſelf to leave hi 
throne, and come down. to dwell in fleſh, and die 5 
and to riſe again, and aſcend to heaven, to take |! 
fon of the inheritance, and make accommodation! 
there. On this account the Spirit calls us four 
2 ſing praiſes in one breath, Pſal. xlvii. 6. 4 
gone up with a ſhout ; ſing praiſcs to God, ſing 
« ſing praiſes unto our King, ſing proiſes.” Ti 
ing js moſt acceptable to God, and profitable t 
ſelves. As God makes 1 it the eternal work of heal 
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he would have us frequently employed in it on carth. 
But Uh! how do we tail here? Reformed churches a- 
road do far excecd us in the frequency of this duty, 


are du 
neartz 


m out! 
and H they do in the variety and ſweetneis of their tunes. 
He What is ſinging, but a kind of reading with medita- 


tion and deliberation, in order to give the more free 
ent to the thoughts and aſſections to breathe and aſ- 
end heavenwards. The wiſe God inſtitutes ſinging in 
bis praiſe, becauſe the melody of the voice helps to af- 
et the heart and raiſe the thoughts ; © for he knoweth 
our frame.” And indeed, it is only when the heart 
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n from 
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the LoffMorreſponds- with the voice, that the muſic i is pleaſant - 
eſs by) God: To this purpoſe one ſaith well; 

S ; nail 

f his 5 welt melody the Bymn affords, 


WW ber with the Lanes the heart accords. 


you. 

aud f 
\able 0 let abe Wien ſing praiſe, and give thanks to 
0 theſe Nod ſor n bitt, both now and for cvcr, ore. 
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I that 200 no more Sacramental Arier in the pr: - 
ting method, but ſhall ſhut up all with a cluiter of 
bort Scripture Directions, proper not only for comm.» 
ieants, but for all Chriſhans travelling heavenward. 
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| of the 
IT ovght to be the great concern of all baptiſed perſons to r Jou ſee 
new their baptiſmal covenant betimes, and by a pri bory of 
tranſaction with God, to take the baptiſmal engagements pa boughte 
themſelves, and thereby become Chriſtians by their own perla e lots 
al conſent and ſurrender, as well as by their parents dedication i dd cc 
and afterwards go and ſeal this tranſaction publicly, by para end; f 
ing of the Lord's ſupper. Concerning this, I have given uch up 
rections in the Young Communicant's Catechiſm.,-----Only Direct 
would entreat all my readers, for Chriſt's ſake,” and their of umu 
fouls ſake, to beware of going about this work in a ſuperficial0 When ot 
formal manner and of reſting upon lip-labour, and the extem i en leare 
part of duty. never be eaſy until you inwardly and heart! [Hoſt nec 
cloſe with Chriſt, according to the grations gofpel-offer whine, 'w 
God makes unto you. Take no reſt till you get your 10 [Jour Sas 
united to Chriſt by a true faith, and ſavingly renewed a vord, e 
changed from nature to grace by the effi:acious working of . Tac 
. holy Spirit in regeneration.---And as you are to cloſe wi age of 
Chriſt by faith in your firſt converſion, ſo you muſt ſtudy toll tions of 
all your days a life of faith on the Son of God, always mak Chriſt, 
uſe of him, and leaning on him for righteonſneſs and ſtrength. rading G 
ſhall ſay no more by way of preface, but proceed to brad th: thin 
forth the Chriſtians work and exerciſe in this lower world in 1 thoug 
following ſcripture-precepts and directions. | t I ha 

Direction I. Let never the world come in God's 1 rover 


Beware of the love of the world; often think upon that a, 
ening word, 1 John ii. 15. Love not the world, neither 
« things that are in the world ; if any man love the world, | 
& love of the Father is not in him.“ Oh, this is the ruiming 


— 
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the world. Nay the moſt part of men are damned for loving 
the world too much, and loving God too little. Remember the 
alter grips you take of the world, the loofer are your grips of 
Chriſt ; and the more you get of the world, ye have the greater 
account to make to him that gives it, and has made you the 
leward of it; therefore uſe your money and goods for his ſer- 
vice and honour : You muſt anſwer for your riches ; but your 
iches cannot anſwer for you. Alſo remember, if ye ſet your 
hearts on the world, it will be all that you will get; to have a 
competent portion of things earthly is a mercy, but to have 
arthly things for our portion is a dreadful miſery. Wherefore, 
while your hand is in this world, let your heart be in heaven. 
Let the buſineſs of your ſoul be the buſineſs of your life. 
Direct. II. Keep up the ſame opinion now of the things 
of the world, that you will bave when you come to die. 
You fee what a low price men ſet upon the riches, pomp and 
glory of the world when they are dying: Had you the ſame 
toughts of theſe things now, I am ſure you would not venture 


ns to re 
4 privat 
ents upot 


n perlo tie loſs of your ſouls, the loſs of God's favour, the loſs of a 
dication WF $900 conſcience, and the loſs of eternal glory, for a whole 
y partak world ; far leſs for a ſmall trifle of it, as many now do. Think 
wen U nach upon that text, Matth. xvi. 26. "30h 
On) Direct. III. Be not ſtrangers to yourſelves, but often 
their o emu with your own bearts ; as directed, Pal. iv. 4. 
perficial0 When others are cenfſuring and Backbiting their neighbours, be 
e exteti den learching and cenſuring yourſelves; Self- examination is a 
d heart neceſſary duty. Examine. yourſelves after every ordi- 
fer wii ace, what good you got by it, what entertainment you gave 
y our fol Jour Saviour; aſ how were your: hearts affected by fuch a 
newed at od, Se. Commune with your hearts about your title to hea- 
ing of He Judge of your cternal ſtate by your ſpiritual fate, and 
cloſe wi age of your ſpiritual fate by the delightful and cuſtomary 
udy to | Ktions of your lives; judge if it be your hatred of fin, and love 
ys makil © Chriſt, and by the. conſcience you make of ſecret prayer, and 


Fading: God's. word... In communing with your hearts, among 
ther things, aſk yourſelves, what are likelieſt to be your death- 
bed thoughts and wiſhes? Will they not be ſuch as theſe? O 
Wat I had loved Chriſt more, and the world leſs! O that I had 


ſtrength 
to brat 
-orld in ü 


dg ro rroven goſpel-opportunities better! O that I had accepted 
that aut Chriſt's calls and offers more readily | O that I had ſpent more 
neither eme in prayer and ſearching the ſcriptures ! O that J had been 
world, 0 ave ſpiritual and fervent in every duty-!-—Aſk yourſelves, what 


ut theſe ſins or practices which will be moſt frightſul to look 
back on, when ye ſee yourſelves .juit within a ſtep-of- God's tri. 
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a bunal ? Study always to keep up death bed thoughts of things 


and alſo before you go to bed, . let, conſcience bring in the a 


of every day, and apply the, blood of Chriſt for wathing then 
away. Thus keep ſhort reckonings with God and covicienc 
that you may not have old ſcores to clear when you come to 


Willing to he down and die in the frame and diſpoſition J am i 
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Commune with your hearts about theſe things upon your b 


counts of every day before you lie down; mourn over the fin 


death-bed. Likewiſe at theſe communings, let every man af 
himſelt, what is my preſent ſtate and condition? Would I he 


juſt now? And I know not but I may be as ncar death thi 


moment, as if my friends were looking on me ſtruggling wid Direct 
the pangs of death on my bed. Ig ee hoſe none 
Direct. IV. Begin early in the ſervice of God, and gu ho are 
Vim the days of youth, Eccl. xii. 1. Theſe who are young inpotlible 
cannot begin their feryice to God toe ſoon ; God delires it, ty x great 
lkew God's delight in early piety. We ſee the ſcripture com thing ; ar 
mends young ones for it; it, is recorded with honour, that ti bons, ane 
child Samuel miniſtred to the Lord, 1 Sam. ii. 18. Joſiah i ef your ti 
commented for his tender heart for God in his tender years tay, and 
Kings xxii. 19. Chriſt was well pleaſed with the hofannavs o pon the 
the children that attended him, Matth. xxi. 15. 16. Wh of it, . but 
Solomon in his youth ſought God for wiſdom, it is ſaid) Tb both you 
ſpeech pleaſed the Lord, 1 Kings iii. 10. 80 Timothy! york, th: 
commended for his carly piety, 2; Tim, iii. 15. : And God ſay Direct. 
to Iſrael, I reraenmber the kindneſs of thy youth, Jer. ii. eon ere 
And he recemmends to every one to begin ſoon, | Ecel. xi. 1 Ling pu 
The young diſciple was moſt beloved, and leaned. on Chriſts be Hnty, ete 
ſom — Now. is the proper time, 0) young people, for mau hswe, but 
your acquaintance with God, and for laying a good foundatiit ſtrive ; 
for the time to come. Repentance is eaſieſt in younger years ur at 
ſin is then Jeſs rooted Satan's grips leſs faſtened, goſpel-offors 2WClrift, he 
not ſo lighted, the ſpirit is not ſo much quenched, the conſcicha er tn, 
not ſo hardened ;; tbe heart is then more eaſily melted. and brown ocean 
_ God, ſeeks the male of the flocks the beſt af your time, OQ tif bs. muſt | 
Jet him have it, If you forget God when young, it is juſt ws! Rv 
God to forget and neglect you hen old. er eterna 
Direct. V. Shun the company that ſbuns God, and het every 
the cempany' that God keeps, Pal exix. 63, 115. Prove xu pray 2 
20. Look on the ſociety of the carnal or proſane as infeci10liſity, iv. 
but reckon ſerious praying perſons. the excellent ones of tin. 
earth. Such will ſerve to quicken. you when dead, and wa | Direct 
you when cold. Make the livelieſt of God's people your great che e, 
intimates: and fee that their love and likeneſs to Chriſt be ut is to 
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bels to yo. It is not true Chriſtian love, but party love, to 
ore only theſe who are of your ſentiments in all things. Mea, 
though they ihould differ from you in ſome things, if you ice 


Head, you ought to love them, and have fellowthip with them; 
keep up the communion of faints, for it is one of the articles of 
dur creed. Chriſtian - conference and ſocial prayer have been 
bleſſed of God to preſerve the life of religion in many places, 


ther, : Mal. ui. 16. i | 


loſe none of it by ſloth, Eph. v. 16. Eſteem time as theſe de 


! * / q 2 ' , yh 
110 5" vio are at the point of death; and always remember thac i is 


e co wpotiible to call back time again. Look upon the lols of time 
cs i sa greater loſs than the loſs of your money, or any worldly 
55 * tung; and therefore ſhun time-waſting games, unprofitable diver- 

that uk 


hons; and idle talking. Eſpecially value the moſt precious part 


Joſiah ec your time, ſuch as the morning of youth, the morning of every - 
years, My, and particularly the precious time of the Lord's day. Look 
* on the Lor'ds as a tryſt day with heaven loſe not any part 

W het 


1. «Th Kit, but carefully improve it for God and the good of ſouls, 
55 „I 


nothy | 
God {ay! 
el. Xue b 


hriſt's bo 


work, that makes any ſay, they have not time to ſpare. 
Wor eternity. Confider the import of theſe words, © everlaſt- 


ty, eternity, that is never nearer an end, but always, as it 


neat motive of your love to them, more than their love or like- 


Direct. VI. Put a high value upon precious time, and 


doch your own and others. It is want of thought, not want of 


God's image on them, and that they have fe lowihip with the 


therefore let thele who fear the Lord ſpeak often one to ano- 


Direct. VII. Allow a little time every; day to think 


Ling puniſhment;---and life eternal,” Matth. xxv. 46. O eter- 


r maße nere, but beginning! One ſerious thought of eternity is enough 
oundatie 0 firike a careleſs ſoul to the heart. Why ? he ſtands every 
lap uur at the door of eternity, and if he ſteps in while out of 
-offers aß 


eien Chriſt, he is eternally undone ; eternally in deſpair. O the ſwift 
conf{ciend "Rt; 


and bro 
e, O the 
8 juſt v 5 


n ocean that hath neither bank nor bottom, and what each of 


r eternally curſed! Eternally ſaved, or eternally damned! O 


and Reef l every one would believe and enhder this, and be wiſe, fo as 
Prov. xu pray as for eternity, repent as for eternity, hear as for eter- 
py, Ive as for eternity, obey and do every thing as for eter- 
nes 01 Pp ty. hog & Foe F PC * ora „„ n 


1 * 


and warn 


24 1 : 3 . 1 i ile 
mY . 5 6 


wer time is carrying every one of us into the ocean of eternity, 


u muſt ſoon launch forth into. What an awful thought is 


dea. VIII. Throughout your: whole life, be mindful 
dur greater the chief bufineſs:of life, Phil, ii. 12. Now the buſineſs of 
hriſt be 0 make it ſure that Chriſt is your life; it is to tlütd- 


bg 
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much on the end of your life, and provide for it; it is to lay 
hold on eternal life, and keep {till light of it; So that len 
„Chrüt, who is your life, ſhall appear, y. may alſo appea 
with kim in glory,” Col. in. 4. - Let not religion be your 
_ © diverſion, but your bußneſs; mind it as the © one thang need 
„ ful ;” give all diligence to make your calling and electiot 


ſure. Mabe fure your calling, and thus you make ſure your 


election. If you would make ſure. your calling, make it ſure 
that you are united to Chriſt by faith, and that Chriſt is the 
life of your ſouls, Do not reſt in convictions, nor in tears, « 
_ Prayers or duties, nor in any thing ſhort of Chriſt, Prefs bot 
for an intereſt in Chriſty and for the aſſurance of it. .Afurancy 
is attainable, and actually attained by many; and it is mo 
neceſſary for chearful obedience, for bearing the croſs, rejoicing 
in the. Lord, giving thanks for redeeming love, and. for pertorn 
ing many other duties of Chriſtianity. 

Direct. IX. Let the rational ſoul govern, and the bod 
be ſubſervient to it, 1 Cor. ix. 27. Alas! many on the con 
trary, wake their ſouls drudges, to their bodies, and emplo 
their noble faculties wholly in deviſing how to pleaſe the fel 
Ah, what fools are they who mind nothing but their bodies 
Why? they are the greateſt. enemies to their bodies, for by i 
doing they forfeit the eternal happineſs of thew bodies, as we 
as of their fouls. Whereas theſe who, prefer their ſouls, and mm 
them chiefly, they conſult the happineſs of their bodics, as Wel 
as of their fouls ; for the body is never ſo well as in heaven 
when faſhioned like Chriſt's, ; roam body e it is in erte 
and cternal health. | 

Direct. X. Study both 70 Ber * ah in che rl 

| repentance and-godly mourning. for fin, Matth. v. 4. San 
may think repentance a melancholy, word, but it is one of th 
ſweeteſt words in all the book of God: It is a goſpel-duty, i 
the law or covenant of works admitted of no repentance; . 
the effect of God's free . in and through Chriſt, to open t 
door of repentance to fallen ſinners ; it! coſt Ohriſt his blood 
obtain 1 it for us, and it is his free gilt to us, Acts v. *. Sureh 
it is good news to ear that our Sovereign! bids. poor condemmt 
eriminals, that were broughtto the place of execution, epd 
and throw themſelves down at his feet, and they {hall get pa 
don. It was the ſum both: of John's and: Chriſts preach 
80 Nepent, ſer the kingdom of God is at hand.“ It wes 
ſaying; of a godly miniſter, «That if he were to die in theP 
pit, he would Wiſh to. die preaching. repentance ; and if ol 
the pulpit, he would: wiſh to die Prattiüng repentance 
Avguſtine ſaith, repentance, “ is the fitteſt diſpoſition both 
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5 to Aying Chriſtians and miniſters,” And it is written of bimſelf, 
« (cnt be died with tears in his eyes, weeping for fin. This is a 
appear ry never out of ſeaſon; therefore ſtudy daily to keep up a 
be you der and mourning frame, maintain contrition of heart and ab- 
18 need {ſnence of ſin, and for that end take every day a turn upon 
election ant Calvary. Many think it a fad thing to be repenting on 
ure you; but it is a far ſader thing to be repenting in hell. Seek 


e 1t ſure 
ſt 18 tht 
tears, 0 


pentance from God for Chriſt's fake ; ſay with Ephraim, Jer. 
Ai. 18. „Turn thou me, and I {hall be turned; for thou art 
the Lord my God. 


refs boti Direct. XI. Vbile you mind the neceſſary ſiudy of boli- 
Afturanc or inherent righteouſneſs, let it never take the place 


is mol 
re joicin L 
perforn 


inputed righteouſneſs, Rom. x. 3. Plal, Ixxi. 16, Inhe- 
it righteouſneſs indeed is to be loved, but imputed righteouſ- 
b only is to be truſted ; for though inherent righteouſneſs or 
neſs be a neceſſary qualification for heaven and ſalvation, and 
revidences for it; yet it is imputed righteouſneſs only that is 
foundation of it, and our title to it. Let Chriſt's name be 
* to you, © The Lord 6ur Righteouſneſs.” _ 

Diret, XII. Employ Chriſt as your Surety in all caſes, 
in every ftrait go to him for relief, Pſal. cxix, 122. Iſa. 


the bod 
tlie con 
1 - emplo) 
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r bodies 


for by ü. 14. Study thercfore to be well acquainted with your 
8, as We y, and live near him. When the law demands payment 


and min 
28, AS Wel 
1 heaven 
in perfel 


Abt, and threatens you with priſon, look to Chriſt, and cry 
Lord, be Surety for me, Lord, undertake for me. When 
are Galled to perform duties, bear afflictions, reſiſt tempta- 
5 ſtruggle with corruptions, engage with enemies, &c. 
vr ſtill to Chriſt to be your Surety, and to undertake for 


ereiſe ofÞ; plead with him to make out that promiſe to you, Deut. 

. 4. Son: 25. As thy days fo ſhall thy ſtregnth be.“ 

one of Direct. XIII. As you expect to live with Chriſt in bea- 
1-Guty, ud to live to Chrift on earth, 2 Cor. v. 15. Phil. i. : 
ice; u If you would live to Chriſt here, then you muſt make 

to open Is honour and glory your ultimate end in all your deſigns 
blood ions; and make your molt valuable intereſts ſubſervient 

31. Sus intereſt and glory. Study an univerſal conformity to 


contemm 's holy laws.and precepts, and make it your great bulineſs 


on, 1:o-Pprove yourſelves to Chriſt in all things : Chooſe the things. 
all get p pleaſe him, and carefully avoid every thing that is diſpleaſ- 
„ preac 10 e him, Pal, cxix. 30. Iſa. Jvii 4. 8 
It wes De. XIV. Cleave foft to Chriſt, and the way of ho- 
» in the VS, whatever it may coft-you, Acts xi. 23. 2 Tim. ill. a2, 
ind if ok not the worſe of Chriſt and his ways, that they are per. 
repentane or reproached, and that few do own them. Chriſt fore. 


ion both . ts and faith, © his way is a narrow way that few walk 


* 
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a Join with the little flock to whom the kingdom is 
miled, wiuch will abundantly compenſate all your tuilerings | 
Chriſt. Never follow a multitude to do evil, but (leave 
Chriſt howeyer few join. yu. 
Direct. XV. Seck the approbation of God. above that 
men, 2 Cor. x. 18. What is the applaule of worms tot 
ſnules of the God of heaven? What would it avail us to h 
poor men like ourſelves to commend us, when the great 
that made us doth condemn us? No matter though men ceuſ 
or condemn cur actions, if God approve and commend the 
It is a very ſmall thing to be judged of man's judgment; 0 
« he that judgeih us is the Lord,“ 1 Cor. iv. 3, 4. 
Direct. XVI. Be much employed 3 in admiring God's 
deeming. lcve, and Cbriſi's ſuretyſbip for us, 1 John ii. 
16. This is che employment of the redeemed. to ali eterii 
Rev. v. 9. And all who go to heaven muſt be acquainted i 
their. work. wlule here, Rev. i. 5. O what matter of etc 
wonder and pruiſe 1s there in God's gin ing his dcar Son to 
dur Surety and ſacrifice, and is the Son's voluntary undertak 
it! ., 
Direct. XVII. Delight much in ; thinking and ſpeak 
of Chriſt, aud particularly of bis death and ſuſferings 
145, Luke ix. 31. Rev. v. 99 12. Oh! did he wide throug 
Tea of wrath, 0 ſea; of blood, a ſea of ſorrows and ſuffering 
bring redemption to us? And will we ever forget him! ] 
great God takes great pleaſure in the work-of our en 
and is well pleaſed with, our Redeemer who; undertook it. 0 
repented that he made man, but never repented his redet 
man. Now, what Gcd delights in, we ſhould delight i in, e 
cially ſince we, reap, (the beucfit.r--We ee from Luke in. 
Rev. v. that the ſubje& of Chriſt's death is matter cf diſco 
and praiſe to the gloried ſociety; above. When Moles 
Elias came from heaven to Mount Tabor to wait upon i 
taansſigured Lord, they. chooſe Chriſt's death. for the ſubje 
their converſation: Why? Chriſt's death was the fpring ard 
of all their glory in heaven: Neither Moſes or Elias had. fi 
- there, had it not been for Chriſt. death. And {hall not we, 
below, delight in thinking, ſpeaking and ſinging cf this ut 
ſubject, which is the ground of all the happineſs we either 
or hope for? 
Direct. XVIII. Treat N 2 againfi your 
ing with Chriſt, as uggeftions' of the enemy, that is ſee 
' the ruin of your ſouls. Reject them, as C hriſt did be 
puny e XVI. 23. Get thee l me, Satan.“ 
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om is 4 an would have hindered Chriſt's dying for us; ſo he would 
lering Hader us from relying on Chriſt's death, Oh, faith one, I am 


worthy: of; any ſhare. in Chrift's death. Anſw. If you will 
ve nothing but what you are worthy of, you muſt have no- 
ing but hell. What was Abraham, Paul, Magdalene, the 
zel on the croſs, the idolatrous Corinthians worthy of, before 
+ Lord called them? Whatever be your unwortlrineſs, are you 
Wing-to apply Chriſt's blood? Then ſee what Chriſt ſaith to 
fly Rey - XXHe 17. Whoſoever will, let him take of the wa- 
ter of life freely. —-O but, faith another, my ſins or heinous. 
u, Canſt thou be more guilty, than Chriſt is gracious ? 
bh he not promiſe to waſli away fins. that are like « ſcarlet 


cleave 


ve-that 
ms to Qt 
us to ht 
great 
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ment; 


God's and. crimſon,” Iſa. j. 18. and tells vou, 1 John. i. 7. that 
John in Wiſs blood cleanſeth us from all ſin?“ O bleſs him for that 
A eteni d © all.“ Do not then believe Satan, who would tempt 


£ to think that God hath caſt thee off; but, in ſpite of all he 
day, fill believe God's faithful word, that there is mercy 
ug in God, merit enough in Chriſt, power enough in the 
f and room enough in the goſpel- offers and promiſes to you. 
lere that word, Lam. iii. 25. „The Lord is good to them 


ainted v 
ol ete 
Son to 
undertak 


d {pear wait-for-hum, te the ſoul.that ſeeketh him.“ Say to thy 
rerings Can this word of God fail? Has God made thee willing 
e- througſ vat and ſeek for him, and is he not willing to be found of 
uffering e: 0 my ſoul, doſt thou not ſee an inſinite perfection in 
him? Wii's righteouſteſs, in Chriſt's blood and merits.” We may 
redempiſi m end of all earthly perfection, but we. can ſee. no end of 
ok it. 0 s perfection, which is inſinite. 1 
5 reden Direct. XIX. Study much tbeſe great goſpel-leſſors of 


ht in, e 
uke N. 
ef dico 
Moes 
t upon | 
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ng yourſelves, and exalting God's. free grace, Matth, 
«24. 1. Cor. i. 31, The defign of the. goſpel is to caſt down 
nd all idols, that God alone may be;exalted; it is to make 
nothing, and God all, in point-of wiſdom, ſtrength, righte- 
Is, and glory; it is to take man wholly off himſelf, and 
kink on Chyiſt for the whole of his falvation. It is a good 


ing aud a ſaving change upon the heart, when a man is thus 
as had fil led, and caſt} into the goſpel- mould, when feli-loving is 
not ve into ſelf.loathing, ſelf.admiring into ſelf- abhorring, ſelf- 
cf this ung into ſelf-accuſing, and ſelf-ſeeking into ſelf denying. 


e either 


Prect. XX. Draw. all your ſtrength for work and war- 
from Chriſt, and preſent all your duties 0 God in 


, your Ps nome, Tia. xlv. 24. Col. iii, 17. Chriſt himſelf tells 
at is je lat ( without him we can do nothing,” John xv. 5. that 
ſt did Pe dething aright, or nothing that is acceptable to God. All 
Satan . 


duties, if acceptable, mult be done in Chrilt's ſtrength, and 
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covered with his righteouſneſs. The Apoſtle owns that 4, 


king to ( 
himſelf he could not fo much as think a good thought,” 200 


no harm 


iu. 5. but he “ could do all things through Chrilt that ſtrengii em: But 
"« ened him,” Philip. iv. 13. And hence he exhorts us “to get bene 
« ſtrong in the Lord, and in the power of his might,” Eph, r God's gl 
10. Let us think, before we go to duty, from whence r direction 
ſtrength for it muſt come, and ſtudy to fetch it in by faith, Direct. X 
believing ejaculations; and when we are afliſted let us alcrifſrayer and 
the glory to Jelus.---Be aſſured of this alſo, that your molt ei may do 
iy facrifices are unſavoury, if they be not perfumed with s in a { 
fragrant. incenſe of Chriſt's merits aud interceſſiou; and tied upon 
your faireſt “ righteouſneſs is but as filthy rags“ in God's ſighWſrious fit ar 
if Chriſt's righteouſneſs do not cover it. Let it therefore u their ſe: 
your conſtant language, In the Lord Jeſus have I rightcol a ſerious 
neſs and ſtrength,” Iſa. xlv. 24 Gy. the day J. 
Direct. XXI. In all the action of your life, ſet it is accer 
"Lord ftill before you, Pſal. xvi. 8.-—xxv. 15. Acknovielghid liveline! 
him in all your undertakings, and by faith and prayer com taſk or bi 
your way to him, look to him for direction aud ſucceſs, and e, are bo 
pend on him as tlie Father of your mercics, the ſum of vod whom 
bliſs, the ſtrength of your life, the ſtaff of your bread, the breaiWMunces : By 
of your noſtrils,” and the length of your days. Set the le deſires « 
always before you as your Almighty Creator, your loving Mey who f 
deemer, your rightful owner, your careful preſerver, your s in pea 
fſuflicient portion, your holy pattern, your obſerving witacls, 8. Drect. 
your awful Judge. Undertake and perform all your aculWell ag of 
under a ſenſe of God's all- ſeeing eye, and of your being accolllifeple& no 
able to bim for all you day e ling chile 
Direct. XXII. Whether ye eat, or drink, or what" duty, re 
ye do, do all to rhe glory of God, 1 Cor. x. 31+ Wee ult begin 
and drink to God's glory, When we do it for the end that iWiiverſal, - 
bodies may be fitted to ſerve our ſouls in honouring and ſeriß re ſhould 
God; and when we rect ve theſe mercies with thankfulneſs fed evening 
the hand of God, and depend upon God's bleſſing to make M mily mere 
nouriſhitig to us; and when we remember we are but ſteugtreſs fam! 
of what we poſſeſs, and are accountable to God the propgbey ſhould 
how we improve theſe earthly bleſſings to his honour and {rhe means « 
-—You muſt alſo apply the buſinefs of your callings to %, Direct. 
glory, and this you do, when you depend on God to ble . 3.—iv. 

in it, and 6» proſper the work of your hands, and to am the mor 
againſt all the fins, ſnares, and temptations, which your bull et no Chi 
may give occaſion to. You ought alſo to pay and recent 8 him as b 
fits, and attend company with an eye to God's glory, bye for it 
Ring God for giving you friends and earthly accomodation) yer. T 
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hat (ling to God for wiſdom to behave yourfelves ſo, as ye may 
20% vo harm to theſe ye converſe with, nor get any harm from 
ſtrengiem: But on the contrary, may be helped to do them good, 
s to e get benefit from them.---Y ou are alſo to undertake journies 


God's glory, to Took to him for protection by the way, and 
direction, through- bearing, and ſucceſs. | | 
Direct. XXIII. Spend as much time as poſſible in ſecret 
ayer and converſe with God, 1 Theſſ. v. 17. And that 
r may do this with delight, endeavour to keep your hearts al- 
ays in a ſerious praying frame, with an abiding impreſſion of 


ence 0 
aith, an 
us alert 
moſt co 
with t. 


and tied upon your ſpirits. There is a great difference betwixt a 
d's ig rous fit and a ſerious frame. Ahab, Saul, Felix, and others, 
refore ud their ſerious fits, but religious perſons only keep their ſouls. 
ri g1tcolm a ſerious frame, and ſtudy to be © in the fear of the Lord all 


the day long,” as God enjoins us, Prov. xxiii. 17. Prayer, 


, ſet 100t is acceptable to God, muſt be performed with faith, delight, 
owe livelineſs, and not with deadneſs and wearinels, as if it were 
er con taſk or burden. A life without prayer, or a prayer without 
s, ande, are both hateful to the God of our life. He is the living 
m of ved whom we worſhip, and hath no pleaſure in dead perfor- 
the breaances : But they who delight themſelves in duty, ſhall have 
the le deſires of their hearts granted them, Pſ. xxxvii. 4. . Surely 
bing Mey who ſpend their days in faith and prayer, ſhall end their 
your Ms in peace and comfort. 5 8 
itnels, e Direct. XXIV. Make conſcience of family religion, as 


ur ach 


ell a⸗ of. the cloſet duties, Joſh. xxiv. 15. 2 Sam. vi. 20. 
g accou 


gle not family prayer and praiſes, reading the word, cate- 
lng children and ſervants, ſanctifying the Sabbath, exhorting 
duty, reproving and curbing fin. Religion and reformation 


batſoe 
We ul: begin in families, if we would wiſh it to be national and 


d that iiitnerſal, - God is the author and founder of families, and there- 
nd ſeriWre ſhould have homage from families, as ſuch, by the 2 
e bd evening ſacrifices of prayer and praiſe. Go to him to blefs 
make in 


amily mercies, ſupply family wants, ſanctify family trials, and 


ut ſtevuß ereſs family grievances.— Early train up children in the way 


proptidey ſhould go, pray much for them, and for God's bleſſing on 
and ſerie means. of their education. * . 

8 to Direct. XXV. Begin and end every day with God, Pſal. 
o blels . 3. — iv. 8. Let prayer be the key to open the heart to Gd 


o arm) 
yur bull 

recene 
Yo by 
lation 


the morning, and lock it againſt all his enemies at night. 

et no Chriſtian ſay he cannot pray; for prayer is as neceſſary 
0 him as breath, Lam. ili. 56. Let none ſay, they have not 
me for it; better take time from ſleep, then want time for 
yer. Think it not enough to {ay your prayers, but mind 
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you muſt pray your prayers, pray with ſincerity and ferioy 
Think with yourfelf, this morning may be my laſt morning, off 


—_ 
— 
5 d i 
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and be oat ad it upon ſhort warning, 1 Pet. i. 17. | 0 
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With welc 
dur your a 
Hour joy, 

Chriſt's ſuf 
hriſt's ble 
ind Chriſt? 
your heart 
love to hes 
lirift, love 


this night, mx laſt night ; for certanily that morning cometh d 
Whien you will never ſee the night, or that night of which 50 
will never ſte the morning. Let the coneluſion of every & 
put you in mind of the concluſion of all your days, by the lonf 
night of death, that will put an end to all your-work, and brin 
you to count and reckon with your great Maſter about you 
work. O to lie down every night reconciled with bim! O th 
we could he down and leave our hearts with Chriſt, and compo 


our fpirits ſo, as if we were not to awake till the heavens are! e 
8 CFC fl. 12 13 
Direct. XXVI. Seeing none knoweth what a dy noi; 01 
bring forth, ſpend. every day as it were to be your la bt his k 
Ve Xxvil. 1. Look on yourſelves as ſtanding every day Morde and 
the door of eternity, and hundreds of diſeaſes and accidents read * ſulle 80 
to open the door to let you in. No doubt you have ſometin en to abi 
apprehended yourſelves nearer death than yeu think yourſee kn, nor 
juſt now); yet it is certain that death was never ſo near you, M.:. Wes 
judgment never ſo near you as they are at preſent. We, Wr ge 4. 
ſtand every hour at the door of eternity, ſhould ſpend our pre 115 
ous hours with the greateſt frugality, ſeeing the work we hay Gray 11 
in hand is ſoul work, and work on which eternity depends; a ere w. 
the time we have to work it in, is very ſhort, and cannot be ie baths e 
called. This ſhort life being only a paſſage to eternity, it ſho. 1 hy 6 


be ſpent as a continual preparation for eternity. Surely tht! 
who have immortal ſouls ſo near eternity, have other workt 
do than trifile away time in tippling, idle talking, gaming, al 
ſuch diverſions. CCC r 

Direct. XXVII. Sojourn in tbis world as traveller 
keeping "fo looſe from the world,” as to be able to ach 41 


ment, ſt 
Filevers, if 
eaſter, 1 


Vii. 29, 31. We have no continuing city nor certain abode het 
therefore let us always be ready to ariſe and depart. And i 
would be right travellers toward Zion above, we muſt ha 
Chriſt in our hearts, heaven in our eye, and the world under d 
feet. We mult take God's Spirit for our guide, God's vo 
for our rule, God's glory for our end, God's fear for our galt 
God's people for our copanions, God's praiſe for our recreati 
and God's promifes for our cordials. We muſt make relig. 
our buſineſs, prayer our delight, holineſs our way, and hea 
our home.---O Zion's travellers,” diſtinguiſh yourſelves from 1 
men that dwell upon the arth; let Chriſt alway: be pre: ic! 
to you, the word ſweet, fin bitter, the world a wildernels, ! 


wt 


* 
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Won cit welcome. Let Chriſt's will be your will, Chriſt's diſhon- 


nz, ur your affliction, Chrilt's caufe your concern, Chriſt's fucceſs 
neth our joy, Chriſt's day your delight, Chriſt's croſs your glory, 
h Joris ſufferings your meditation, Chriſt's wounds your refuge, 
ry Chris blood your balm, Chriſt's righteouſneſs: your cloathing, 
ne bend Chriſt's preſence your heaven.---While travelling here, let 
d bu dar heerts-burn with love to Chriſt, love to think of Chrut, 
it youve to hear of Chriſt, love to read of Chriſt, love to ſpeak of 
Ot curig, love to Tpeak for Chriit, love to fpeak to Chriſt, | 5 
compa Direct. XX VIII. Keep wp a lively ſenſe of ſacramental 
Sac ws ond engagements, and walk anſwerably'thereto, Pſal. 

| fi. 12, 13. You are under a ſacramental oath to be true and 
wa itblul ſoldiers to the Captain of your falvation, fee that you 
ur la ht his battles againſt his and your enemies, the devil, the 
day ond, and the fleſh. | Remember what your Captain has. done 
Ws read) Ind {uifered for you, let his love, as well as your oath, conſtrain 
meta ou to abide by his ſtandard. Never go over to his enemies 
ouuſche anp, nor keep correſpondence with them. V our glorious Car- 
you en gives you choice feaſts at his table to ſtrengthen and en- 
Wey wi durage you both for work and warfare; walk on in ſtrength f 
ur ple dete foiritual meals and grow ſtronger in grace, and more lively 
we aug ſpiritual duties, pray more fervently, hear more attentively 
my | Pivitate more frequently, partake more believingly, keep Sah- 


* al aihs more delightfully, and walk worthy of the Lord to all 
al pleafing. Your ſpiritual meals are deſigned for your nou- 
ment, ſtrength, and growth. Therefore grow in grace. 0 
elievers, 1H yon would lay up a treaſure of glory for yourſelves 
Reafter, lay up'a treaſure of grace in your hearts juſt now; 
eaſe faith, love, heart purity, and humility, Whoever is 


r work | 
ning, al 


e Ich in grace now, will be rich-in glory hereaſter : For. what is 
oy e but glory begun, and what is glory but grace perfected ? 
{A * bo would not then love grace, ſeeing it is begun glory, and 
And co 18 pledge of compleat g'orv. us of OL bk 

a h D ct. XXIX. Improve the talents God gives you fer 
m aral ſervice and glory, Luke xix. 13. Remember you were 
hos al made for yourſelves only, but for the ſociety and benefit of 


is; therefore employ your giſts, ſubſtances, and whatever: 


ur ' gaws | DO, 
wy N has beſtowed for the good of others; teach the ignorant, 
\-e relig. deu tl. poor, ſtrengthen the weak, comfort theſe that are 
; ad heat donn, tell them your . experiences, -commend Chriſt as a 


ee Maſter and loving Saviour, and invite them to come 
kalle and ſee. that he is good; pity thoſe who are ſtrangers 
him, and pray for them. Be uſeful to others while you live 
uch will. make your memery favory when you. die; many, 


precious! 
ernels, ! 
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alas, are fo unprofitable in their lives, that when they come to more, fee 
dic, - neighbours ſcarce think their life worth a prayer, or ther What 
death worth a tear; but public ſpirited and uſeful perſons are Rueft 
much lamented.---Let every one in their ſtations be active and o. % more 
cupy their talents for God, Be aſſured the more you do fu God, 
God in this world, the more God will do for you in the wol Mnmg ff 
to come. If the ſaints were capable of grief in heaven, it wou nen and 
be for their doing ſo little for God on earth, roving fi 
Direct. XXX, Let all believers be thankful to God By 
his diſtinguiſhing favours and mercies to them, Pſal. , and 
8,13. A life of praiſe doth highly become the proofs of God inc'd oa 
love to you. Fall down humbly before God and aſeribe all offi" the Lo 
his free, undeſerved grace! For “ who is it that maketh thee u | 
differ from another? What haſt thou, but what thou haſt . 
« ceived in a way of frec gift? O wonder at his free love, thuf 
has diſtinguiſhed. you from others! has done that for you, thi 
he has not done for thouſands, for myriads, for millions! nd 
for, theſe who fit iu the ſame aſſembly, or dwell in the fam 
houſe with you! O bleſs God who ſent his dear Son to ranſom 
you, and bring, you out of priſon, when others are leſt in bot 
dage N Who lent his Holy Spirit to open your eyes, when 0 
thers are left blind; to open your ears, when others are || 
deaf; to open your hearts, when others are left ſhut ; to ope 
your. mouths to praiſe free diſtinguiſhing love, when others at 
left dumb. Employ your tongues then to commend his lo. 
and ſing his praiſe. V 
Direct. XXXI. Since God diſtinguiſbes you from 5tberi 
in bis. mercies to you, ſee that yon diſtinguiſh yourſelit 
from others, in your ſervice to bim, Matt, v. 47. Are 50 
Chriſtang indeed? You are under ftronger obligations to live a 
ac for Chriſt than others: Why? you have both your neſ 
name and new nature from Chriſt, which others have not; 0 
are more nearly related to Chriſt than others; you are engage 
to a&.for him, by more frequent and ſolemn vos than other 


you have greater mercies beſtowed on you than others; oth 


- 13 


have but common mercies, but you have covenant mercics. 1M 
«ies that accompany talvation,---You have ſpiritual Ii} wi 
you, and divine. influences, Which others want; not only 
world, but Ghriſt himſelf expects more from you than othes 
all;whigh args powerful engagements, on you, to do more | 


4 


God than others. I u knaw more of the things of God th 
others; you, talk more of them, you profeſs. more, you prom 
and engage . to do more than others 2, yea, God has done l 
ſpcakably more for you than others, and he inayy juſtly epd 
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yore from you than others; and put that queſtion. to you, 
What do ye more for me more than others?“ Matt. v. 47. 

Burſt, Wherein ſhould believers diſtinguiſh themſelves, and 
lo more for God than others? Anſw. You ſhould be witneſſes 
or God, and teſtify againſt what is dithonouring to him, by ab- 
ſaining from all known fin, and from theſe fins which are com- 
mon and fattonable, and little thought of by others. By re- 
roving fin in others, and endeavduring to pluck them out of the 


me to 
or their 
ONS ard 
and oe- 

do for 
e world 
t would 


70d fe By keeping up family religion even in the midſt of buſi- 
I. , and bantſhing all known vice fram your dwellings, even 


minc d oaths, raſh uſing of God's name, idle walking or talking 


f God's | | NC 
| n the Lord's Day, backbitings, evil wiſhes, revengeful actions, 


>< all to FA.S 10 bitings, ut 1 
thee ofneceſlary drinking or tippling, lottery games and paſtimes of 
haſt . report, & c.—Be zealous. for Sabbath holineſs. Be meck 
ye, that” lowly iu your carriage; commend Chriſt to others; ſpeak 


r.the honour of religion before theſe who diſregard it; thew 


du, thak 18 0 f Y 
ns! mal regard to thoſe who ate ſtamped with God's image, 
ne fn ugh mean or deſpiſed; be ready to forgive wrongs, and ren- 
rape good for evil; deal honeſtly and. juſtly with all men, be ſober 


dd temperate in eating, drinking, ſleep, apparel, &c. Guard 


in bot N TY 5 
when Nuit pride, paſſion, haſty and unguarded words; put great ref- 


upon God's word and ordinances ; be concerned for the en- 
ging of Chriſt's kingdom; never venture upon any known ſin 
the fake of worldly gain; make conſcience of relative and 
onal duties, as to, be good huſbands, good wives, good pa- 
vod children, good maſters, good ſervants, good neigh-- 
urs Ke. In ſuch things as thu c you are to de more for 
Direct. KXXIT.. Bs not content with' a fair profeſſion - 
Legion, or with a form of Godlineſs, and a name to live 
long men, Tit. i. 16. 2 Tim. ili. 5. But endeavour to know 
feel the power of godlineſs in your hearts, and to have your 
euer in all reſpects correſponding to your profeſſion. If your 
Fe be not anſwerable to what you profeſs, you fim againſt” 
at Ught, you diſcredit religion; and tempt mem to think it 
typocrify, If a, man live. and die a more profeſſor, it had 
fer him he had lived and-died a mere heathetis 
pet, XXXIH.. Keep atways a watch on the door of” 
ur pr, Plat. ci. 3,. Seeing the tangue hath a world of in- 
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1 ther 
urſelut 
Are 50 
o live alt 
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10t 3 70 
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n other 
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1 With 
only t 
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yh 7 Cy in it, Ja. öi. 6. K cep it as with a bridle, Pſal. x | ix t. . 
God e the Lord's kelp-to-keep it, and that he himſelf may ſet 
u prom * upon yout moutfis, as the Pſalmiſt prays, Plal. exſi. 4 


done! 155 that 85 watchfulneſs or reſolution of our own is fuffi- 
„ 8 0 0 7 4 $4. IF 5 & - f © > 3 oy ; 

My cp": r the governing. of our tongues, without God's :ſpecial 
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grace, without this the moſt wakeriſe watchmen watcheth in vai 
Earnelily ſeek, for Chriſt's ſake, God's ſpecial grace to gorem 
this unruly member, that it may not be ſuffered to utter words 
which may tend to the diſhonour of God, or to the hurt of nen 
Study to govern your tongues by tſing God's name with rev 
rence, ſpeaking always what is truth and what is ſeaſonable, us 

— Tut ard cdifying, guarding carefully againſt lying, evil ſpeaking 
. paſſionate, proud, and ſelf-exalting words, and againſt all ri 
..cenſures,: X ou have need of great caution in ſpeaking, and t 


dale hecd cither how ye commend yourſelves or condemn 


Won . . | ll 
Direct. XXXIV. Walk chearfully, and contentedly i 
Every condition, Acts vii. 39. Philip. iv. 11. Such a walk z 
this doth bring great credit to religion and the ſervice of ay 
Nedeemer. What though a believer be fed with the bread an 
water of affliction the molt of his life, he hath.other bread ay 


another cup to ſwecten both; “ the forgiveneſs of ſin is an 
ing cordial in every caſe. . Have no will of your own diff 


from God's will, but be reſigned to God's diſpoſing will in eve 
thing, and let God's will and choice be always yours. If ye 
cannot bring your condition to your mind, then you mult lab 
to bring your, mind to your condition, believing that the v 
of your heavenly Father is always beſt for you. Still remembe 


that he hath engaged himſelf to be with you in all ſtates an 
conditions, and to order all things for your advantage: J 


fare then be cannot deny himſelf, all his words are oathsf 
their, certainty, and all his promiſes are the ſure mercies of! 
vid. Be content in every caſe ; for ſince Chriſt is yours, 44 

« things are yours.” Well then, let your covenanted G 
cl.ooſe out your lot for you; for you may truſt that it ſhall 
doe with more wiſdom, and with, more affection, than you 
cede. far yourlelht =o hon ins he 9p eh; | 


it and jecond table of. the law joined together, and m4 


couſcience of both,)) Matt. xxii. 37, &c. Love both Good 


your neighbour, be juſt and upright in all your dealings wi 
men, acting always under a ſenſe of the all-ſecing eye of N 


heavenly Father, who-enjoins you to do che ſame to othcr5j 
ye would baye them doing to you. Let a moral man tr) 


xeligion by the duties of the firſt table of the law, and a pff 
Lor his by the duties of the ſecond table of the law. See that 
love God above all things, and prefer his worſhip. and {er 
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«If you would manifeſt your ſelves tad 
truly relig ious both before God and man, (keep always 
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in van ty thing. Love God for himſelf, and love men principally 
Soseng por what is God-like in them. | | 

wo Direct. XXXVI.- Carefully guard againſt apoſtacy and 
of rien backftiding from God and his ways, Heb. x. 38, 39. Be 


h; reve always jealous of your | deceitful and treacherous hearts, know- 


ole, ue g that they arc bent to backſliding. A holy tear ot departing. 

ca om God; is a good means to keep us from departing from God. 

all fi Therefore endeavour to preſerve always a watchful and a ten- 
and de 


ler frame of heart, and be afraid of falling away, according to 
that word, Heb. iv. 1. If ye would preferve. yourſelves from 
total apoſtacy, riſe ſpeedily after every tall by ſound repentance 
recourſe to the blood of Chrift. Lie not one day in any fin, 
ut riſe out of the puddle. immediately, and go to the cleanſing, 
Funtain, and renew your covenant with God, and beg more 
frength, and faith to derive. continual ſupplies from Chriſt your 
dead. Be often calling your fouls to account, and aſking your 
hearts, what is becomé of the good frames, the melting ſenſe of 
, the hnagering deſires, the delightful taſtes, the heavenly . 
ginge, the warm affections to Chriſt, that they ſometimes - 
had. When: ye attain to theſe, or to any of them, ſee that ye 
ommit; them to Chriſt's keeping, ſaying with the Pſalmiſt, 


ondem 


ediy 
walk z 
» of alt 
read and 
read at 
* 82 
a Ciflink 
in ever 

II ye 
t labou 


the ui Lord be ſurety for thy ſervant for good.” © Laſtly, conſider. 
remend de dreadful caſe of an apoſtate as deſcribed by our Lord and 
ſtates "apoſtle, Matt. xii. 43, 44. 2 Pet. ii. 20, 21. That man's. 
age: e becomes. far more miſerable than it was at firſt. What a 
oaths 4 caſt is it for a ſoul to fall back into hell, after it had climbed 
es 4 the gates of heaven? None falls ſo deep into hell as theſe 
bes) G bo fall backward into it... g 
ted Us 


Direct. X XXVII. Be watchful againſt all fin, and par- 
Nerlarly your darling or-conflitutional fin, the fin that moſt 
afly be ſer s. you, Pfal. xViii. 23. Heb. xii. 1. Our adverſary 
e devit well knows this ſin, and on what fide we may be at- 


it ſhall 
n vous 


Iyes fol 


| icked with the greateſt ſucceſs ; and to be ſure he will bring 
"a $ ſlrongeſt temptations thither, and employ his -molt- ſybtile 
1 80 ad devices that way to enſnare us. It were happy for 


| i we were ſtill watching againſt him, and could ſay with the 
polite, * Wwe are not ignorant of his devices.” You are like- 
le to watch againſt all fin whatſomever, ſins of omiſſion as 
Un of commiſſion.. Groſs out-breakings' make conſcience 
llart at their appearance, but it is not fo alarmed with the 
get of duties. But if conſcience. be awakened, fins of omi.- 
M will he heavy as well as fins of commiſſion. Some eminerit 
ans who have lived the moſt eircumſpect lives, when they 
Tt to dic aid refle _ their by paſt time, have been put te 
5 | SES | 
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1 cry, & Lord in ſpecial forgive my fins of omiſſion.” Verntue er vil the 
4 ö Not to live in any frame, courſe, or practice, that you would Jorprovidy 
as | not adventure to die in, ſeeing you know not but your next fte able time 
wlll may be umo the grave. Gvard againſt all theſe {ins and wil Direct. 
1 now in the time of your health, that may put thorns in cu er of the 
1 pillow when ſickneſs and the harbingers of death approach, ud no bave 


Matt. vi. 10. Pſal. IXxii. 19. Bewail it that bis flock 1s 
Intle, his ſubjects fo few when Satan's are fo numerous. Ech. 
tlie unfueceſstulneſs of the goſpel, the reſtraint of the Spirit, t 


10 God by others, cry and wreſtle for the outpouring oft 


Vork in theſe lands, amidſt theſe declining years; and in inqu 


„ ing after public news, have a view to this, be concerned jor tl 
1 intereſt and welfare of Chriſt's kingdom through the world, f 
TR the accompliſhment of God's promiſes concerning the deſtrudi 


| 1 of 5 Antichriſt, Babylon's downfall, the inbringing of the Jen 
— ITR - and the ſubduing of the nations And when you hear any“ 
10 ö pearance of God's ariſing to contenance his word, and cor 
1 - Aigners hearts to himſelf, whether at home or abroad; rejo« 
— 1 the news reckon them gocd tidings of great joy, and bleſs 
— 14 Lord for them with all your hearts. It is moſt pleaſing 
J | gcerptable to God, to ſee his people heartily concerned for 
| _ | proſperity: of Jeruſaleſe. 
| Hirect. XXXIX. Be buſy laying up a ſtock for a ji 
| | bed or death-bed, when all the ar e of life uill be id 
Teſs. to you, 1 Tim. vi. 19. Lay up a ſtock of faith and! 
1 ttence, a ſtock of evidences of divine love, and of your md 
'M In Chriſt ; a ſtock of divine promiſes and experiences of 60 
. loving kindneſs, which may be {upporting to you in the Gi 
| ſharp trials. When mariners go to ſea, they victual . 
and provide for a ſtorm. And ought not we to foreſee the in 
of affition, of ſickneſs and death, and provide and la) by 
Alam? It will be fad, if, wben the bridegroom is come, V* 


- 
— — 
— 


— — 
— — — 


1 as miſpending of precious time, neglect of prayer, or reading 0 
1 the ſcriptures, formality and lukewarmneſs in religion, earthly 


1 mi dedneſs, unthan}.fulneſs for mercies, and miſcarry ing afi 

4 them, neglect of improving Chriſt, quenching the Spirit, negle 
13 | of convictions, breaking of vows, falling from your frlit love fe 
1 turning to old {ins you had mourned over, ſinning againſt ligh 
* j and after afflictions, cc. 


15 „ Direct. XXXVIII. Be beartily concerned, ſur the com 
1 | ng and enlargement of Cbriſt's kingdom in the world 


TITRE diwiſlous among Chriſtians, and the many hindrances of the pi 
D greſs of Chriſtianity. Lament the wrongs and diſhonours daf 


Spirit, both at home and abroad; pray for the revival of Gel 
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ur oil then to buy, when the v ; 
je market is over. Now 1 . | 
4 ag, oil; now is the market of aber 8 is the tune 
; - _ 58 is the day of ſalvation N 
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in 
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Im ö 
CG _ gar ſupper above. What is our drink- 
8 aq 0 vine here, to our drinking it new with 
3 * N ay” 2 Therefore look out, and lon 
Agog hips the day ſball break, and the ſhadows fee 
3 arriage of the Lamb ſhall be triumphantl! p 
a Y oy compleated with the church his eſpouſed bride, 
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SCRIPTURE. SONGS 
i} 8 rox b 
ZION's TRAVELLERS, 


IN THEIR WAY To HEAVEN. 


4 4 
— 1 * — 8 5 —_— =» 0 8 3 


— — * * „ > a 


th XXIV es 10. The Ranſomes. of - a "25 7 Pall retun 


11 aud come to Zion with Songs. 

"1M Plal. cxxxviii. 8. "They Bal fng in the Ways of the Lord 
1 

% ä SONG I. 

4 1 f 


T HE PRIMITIVE COMMUNICANTS» | 


1 CH 18 T's friends at firſt oft broke his bread, 
Inſpir'd with love divine; 
They drank the ſpirit of their head, 
As welPs the ſacred wine. 
2 They ſhew'd his death with heart and foul, 
And feaſted on his love; 
| His blood and wounds they did extok 
. And ſung like ſaints above. 
IT 3 Lord grant us part of that love- flame, 
WH Which in their hearts abode ; 
| That made them witneſs. for the Lamb, 
||| And ſuffer for their God. 5 
|| 11 VR a Warm ſhow'rs from heav'n ſend down on us, 
| That frozen hearts may yield, 
And turn us from a wilderneſs | 
| Into a fruitful field. | 
| & Thy people, Lord; lament for thee, 
f And fore thy abſerice mourn; - 
They long thy face again to ſee ; : 
To golpel feaſts return. 
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Come to thy Table, with us ſit, 
Our grudges allLremoveyy & + <>; a 
Unite our hearts, and make us fie! LNA 
To keep the feaſt of love. 
Cauſe ſtreams of living water flow 
In channels of thy grace; 
And let the north and ſouth wind blow 
Our ſtraitnings to releaſe, +» 
| Thy Spirit's temple make our hearts, 
And with us ſtill abide; — . | 
Make his convictions pierce hke darts, 
Let us no more backſlide. 
Thy hidings are a bitter cup, | 
Like flow'rs we fade and mourn ;: 
We droop, we grieve, and. can't look uy, 
Till thou our Sun return. 
o Lord, charge not on us former b 
Let all thine anger ceaſe; 
Look to the blood on Calv'ry ſpilt, 
And bid us go in Peace. 


| SONG Th 
3 The Holy Spirit fits. us for the Holy Tables FS: + 


O0 FaTHER of our. dying Lord, 
Hear thy Son's fpeaking blood, 
Fulfil to us his gracious word; | 2 
Send down the heav'nly food, 1 
Thy Spirit grant, for which he pray'd, 7985 
To glorify thy Son ; 
His promis'd influences ſhed, 
That wonders may be done. 
Glad we'll his death. commemorate, | 
Ay till he come again; 
Bleſs both the word and ſacrament, 
Take thy great power and reign. 
Chriſt's table now ſtands furniſhed, 
With bleſſings of beſt kinds; — ——. 
Pardon and peace bought with his blood, 1 4 
Choice food for troubled minds. „„ 
Cive faith to feed and view his love; 
His ſtripes and wounds each one, 
ow he was jeer'd that's fear'd abov 5 
eee and ſpit upon. 
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6 In's hands and feet we ſee the nails 


Piercing his tender veins ; 
For us each wound the bluſhing ground, 
With blood infinite ſtains. 
7 Black clouds for us overwhelm'd his ſoul, 
Sore was his agony; 
When he cry'd, My God, my God, wiy 
« Haſt thou forſaken me?? | 
8 Thy matchleſs love we'll praiſe _ 
Our fouls it doth conſtrain | 
To love and live to thee our God, 
Who for our ſins was ſlain. © 
9 May I no more to prayer be dragg'd, 
To ſerve thee let me rung 
May I in duties keep my courſe, 
Like to the riſing ſan. 
10 Unto the Lamb that once was Bains 
Be praiſe and glory given, 
By all that dwell upon the earth, 
And all the hoſts. of heav'n 


SONG Ul. 


Chriſt's Sacrifice the only Foundation * our Tru. 


* great's the guilt of fallen man, 
None could his pardon buy; 
Great muſt it be, when God himſelf 
Muſt for his creature die! 


2 Slain beaſts for fin could not Stone, 


Such offerings all were vain, 
Had not the Father giv'n his Sen 
For ſinners to be ſlain. 


3 Had the whole church been offer ups 


As one burnt ſacrifice ; 
Our ſmalleſt debt this conld not pays. 
Creatures could not ſuffice, - 
4 But mercy in this hopeleſs caſe, - 
innen Rn nn ooo 
A Lamb of all- ſuffictent worth, F 
Which diſſipates our Fears. 12 1 505 "BE 
5 This ſacrifice more precious” © 
Than all created things, 
To us eternal happineſs 8 
In ſoul and body brings. 
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MW This is the ſure foundation-ſtone, 
Which God in Zion lays, 

For men to build their hopes upon, 
He's bleſt ghat on it ſtays, 

| Tho! earth's foundations be remov'd, 
This rock {till ſtandeth faſt, _ 

By ſtorms unmov'd, on this alone 
My anchor I will caſt, 

The Lamb, our rock for us did die, 
For us roſe from the dead, 

For us he did aſcend on high, @ N 
For us his blood doth plead, _ | 

O bleeding Lamb, ſhew me my name 
Writ in thy book of life; | 

Then I will long to be with thee, 
Out of this land of ſtrife, 

o To worſhip with the heav'nly hoſt, 
JzHovan one in three, ; 

The Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 

To all eternity. 1 
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SONG IV. 
The Diſtreſſed Soul looking to the Lamb for Pity. 
| 6 ſee my caſe, O bleeding Lamb, b | 


In mercy take me as I am, 

Quite naked, and put clothing on 

A ſtranger, and make me a ſon. 
Burden'd with guilt, and give me eaſe, 

A bond-man, and my ſoul releaſe, _ 

All vile, not fit to join thy ſaints; 

A creature all made up of wants. «; 

By nature I have nothing good, 

All muſt be brought me by thy blood; 

But ſince thy wounds are open'd wide, 

Fl hope in Jeſus crucify'd _ 

Thy blood men's foreſt plagues doth cure, 

Thy wounds their backward hearts allure, 

Thy blood ſtrange changes works in men, 

For wondrous works the Lamb was flain ? - 

thy bible doth thy pity ſhew, 

1 reſt on thy words ſweet and true, | | F 

y Souls come to me, and no more doubt. 
For him that comes I'Il not caſt. out.“ 
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6 Renew my ſoul, 3 grace this day, 
Give me a heart to mourn and pray, 
O kill in me this rebel fan, | 
1 Reſtore thy unage me within. = 
.* Ii 7 For theſe things I to thee do come; | 
1 Caſt me not out, ſince there is Wem, 
1 Make good thy words, and here my cries, 
| For on thy truth my ſoul relics. 
1 8 O deareſt Lamb, did thou not bleed, 
iT To purchaſe every thing we need? 
1 Doth not thy blood ll run to heal 
WW Diſtreſſed ſouls, their plagues who feel; 
\hi g9 We feel our fores, Lord, heal us ſoon, | 
And in us let thy will be done: 
Praiſe Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, 
One God in Chr iſt, that faves the loſt 


SONG . 


1 „ = Chriſt in a bloody ſweat, 
Which all his garment ſtains ! 
See four wide wounds in's hands and feet, 
Wöben big nails pierc'd his veins ! 
2 Behold his ſoul oppreſſed Tore, | 
And in the greateſt pain ! 
How hcavy was the wrath he bore, 
Of which he did complain? 38 
3 Yet, Lord, whilſt our fins bnd to thee 
This Uebe wrathful cup: 1 
A bleſſed feaſt thou mad'ſt, that we 
Might at thy table ſup! 5 
4 0 AY of Chriſt, draw near his throne, 
To him thankoPrings bring, | 
For in his temple ev'ry one 
Should of his glory ling. 
5 Let men him love, and fin abhor, . 
Which caus'd him grief and pain, 
Let all the angels Riil adore 46” 
The Lamb fot ſinners flain! 
6 With warm affections let us blefs 
Our great High. Prieſt above, 
And every day admire and prajle-” 
The wonders of Ius love! 
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From love he left his throne on high, 
Lodg'd in a virgin's womb! 

Love brought him to the croſs to die, 
Love laid him in 2 tomb! 

Love rais'd him up, and took him back, 
To heav'n to make us room! 

From thence return he'll for our ſakes, 
In love to bring us home! 

From love he wearies not to plead, 
And ſhew his bleeding hands, 4 

Since he hath Juſtice ſatisfy'd, 
Our freedom he demands. 

to Thy blood hath done all things for me, 
Pll glory in thy Crols ; | 

My beit things I'II give up for thee, 
I count them all but lots. 


From 2 Sagt. XXlli. 3.—7. 


deing 2 TOP of Corift, and Ring David Swan b 


ong in VIeWsS of death. 


\ RULER juſt ober men ſhall riſe, 
In God's 12 rule ſhall he, 
As mornihg light ſprings from the {kies, 
do welcome ſhall he be: 
Like rifing ſun he ſcatters all 
The black ſhades of the night, 5 : ; 
No clouds this morning darken ſhall, 
' Refreſhing is its light. 
He ſhall the frozen earth ſolace, 
Like ſun-ſhine after rain, 
Whoſe warming beams revive the gi als, | 
And make all ſpring again. | 
Pam griev'd, all prove not good and jult, 
Who from my loins do for ring ; 

But glad to ſee he ſprings from me, 
That Zion's bleſſed King. 

A King that ſaves us from our foes 
In hearts rules by his might ; 

With his juſt laws let all men cloſe, 
Obey him, it's his right. 

Although my houſe be not with Cod - 

duch as it ought to be; 

£ 
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Yet he hath thro* Mefliah's blood, | Mo 

A covenant made with me | My n 

7 A covenant which lite doth bring, Wi 
| And evermore endure, $ Like ( 
Well ordered in ev'ry thingy Wi 
With promiſes molt ſure: y His cc 
8 My heart's deſire is towards it, 85 Thi 


Wil Tis my falvation, 
1 Although he doth not come as yet | | 
For to redreſs what's wrong. | Gifs 


9 But Belial's ſons who are his foes, | b 
God ſmite them will in ire, 

He'll them conſume who him oppoſe, , W 
Like thorns burnt up with fire. , 
Then 

80 NG VII. 2 I joine 

The Saints Triumph over death, from Job xix. 25, &. 1 a 
x Cor. xv. 43, 53. Philip. iii. 21. Eck. XVI. 14. And 

1 Pian on me heavy trials come, 3 And in 
: And death's ſtroke on me fall, Wa 

My faith and hope {hall not ſuccumb, With | 

But triumph o'er them all. Its! 

2 1 know that my Redeemer lives, Before 

Who pleads my caufe with God, My 

To ſave each ſoul that him believes, My th 

He comes to ſhed his blood, On l 

3 Then for a while, he'll go away, The fon 

But will return again, Mad 

And on the earth, at latter day, To be 1 

Stand with a glorious train. Wer 

4 Tho' in the grave my body tall, 0 chile 

And worms do it eonſume, They 

Ev'n ſkin and fleſh, blood, bones, and all, Be wiſe 

Yet death -I'll overcome. They 

s My Lord will raiſe me from the duſt, Bleſt is 

Hel clothe my bones with, fleſh, And 

Il fee my God whom now I truſt, Who w 

Which will my ſoul refreſh. And 

6 That fleſh which all conſumed was; Bleſt is 

The very ame ſhall riſe; Witt 
Vea, I will fee Chriſt's lovely face, 

Wich thoſe my very cyt. 
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J Though for a time my duſt be loath'd, 
Moſt beautiful Pl be. 
My mortal body ſhall be cloth'd, 
With immortality- 
$ Like Chriſt's own body will I ſhine, 
With raiment white as light, 
His comelineſs is ever mine : 


This ev'ry ſaint makes bright. 


SONG VIII. 
Gbrifs Eternal Love to mankind : From Prov. viii, 27. 


to the end. | 
3 7 HEN the creation was begun 
By God's almighty hand, 
Then I, his own eternal Son, 
__ Concurr'd in the command. 
2 I joined in his counſels wife 
Loſt mankind to redeem z: 
I was my Father's chief delight, 
And I rejoiced in him. 
3 And in the earth when it for man 
Was fram'd with divine art; 
With pleaſure I forſaw the church, 
Its habitable part. | 
Before the light was made to ſhines 
My heart was ſet on man; | 
My thoughts, from all eternity, 
On his ſalvation ran. 
The foreſight of man's miſery, 
Made me engage for them, 
To be their help ; for my delights 
Were with the ſons of men. 
0 children, then to me give ear; | 
They're bleſt my ways that chooſe; 
Be wiſe and my inſtruction hear, 
They're fools who it refuſe. | 
Bleſt is the man that hears my. word, ; 
And doth attend my gates, 
Who watchfully looks ſor. the Lord, 
And at his door-poſt waits. 
Bleſt is the man that findeth me, 
With me he'll live above, x 
l 


5 &e. 
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And have, thro? all eternity, 
God's favour and his love. 


[3 9 But his own ſoul he doth injure. My an 
1 Who ſlights my offers free; We 
1 And theſe who hate my precepts pure, D 
1 || Court death eternally ' Shah 
Ref | To lod, 
1 SONG IX. Whi 
1 | 1 ** 

1 From Solomon S Song, Chap. i. Being a dialogue betwi 

#8 Corift and bis Spouſes 

ul SPOUSE. 

1 IKE ſweeteſt ointment ſmells thy name, 1 
| 1 # Dear nn, unto me. : | Th 
WI Hence virgin 10uls ge out a flame 1. 
Ul if f holy love to thee, | | 

| 1 li | | 20 = 2 and we'll run to thee ; 5 | 3 
ll Ml Bleſt King, thou didiſt me bring 80 de 
fl Into thy chambers, hence will we The dan 
In thee rejoice and fing. : Thou 
3 More than the taſte of cheſt wine 
| Thy love think on we will; as 
Moſt coſtly was thy love-defign; - . | The g 
The upright love thee ſtill. 85 171 
4 Telt me, good Shepherd, whom T'love, h T 
Where thy dear ſheep are fed; | 777 pt 
Shew me the paths wherein they move, . 4 7p 
Aad where they find a ſhade. I und 
5 Leave me not in a wand' ring courſe, . 
Like thoſe who loſe their way: He brou 
With flocks of thy competitors = My £ 
Let me not go aſtray. | TV iv 
CHIRS T. Ws. 
5 Art thou bewilder'd, my fair one, ä Ning gt. 
And canſt not find, thy reſt? | ich 
Come, follow my direction, | Nich ar 
III ſherry thee what is beſt, For I. 
7 In footiteps of my flock go On, Was 
The Shepherd's tents keep nigh ;- Vi — 
T hy kids and young ones bring along, | 


My tend 
So thou ſhalt meet with © - Loa dende 


Getwij 
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SP OUS Es. 


& White at his table fits the King, 


My ſpikenard ſinelleth ſweet; 
My graces languiſluing do ſpring, 
With this ſun's quick'ning heat. 


Dear Jeſus, as a bunch of myrrh, 


Shall in my boſom lie. 
To lodge with me he'll not demur, 
While nightly ſhades do ſtay. 


SONG X. 


From SONG il. 1-9. 


Am the Roſe of Sharon's field, 
L The Lily of the Vale; 
Lſweetneſs and delight do yield, 
When earthly glories fail. 


As lilies ſhine amidſt the thorns, } 


So doth my love the bride; 
The daughters want what her adorng, - 
Though they live her beſide. 


SPOUSE. - 


As th? apple- tree doth far excel 


The foreſt's barren growth; 
So my love outſhines mortals all, 
Tho! in their blooming. youth. 


| Under his ſhade with great delight, 


I fat down for to reit ; - 


| I found ſolace, his heavenly fruit 


Was ſweet unto my taſte. 
He brought me to his houſe of wine, 
My faintings to allay; 
The banner of his love divine 
Ver me he did difptay. - © 
bring ſtrengthening flaggons unto me, 
With cordials from above; 
Fetch me ſweet apples from the tree, 
For I am ſick of love. . 
When thus my fainting ſoul did cry 
For grace me to uphold, 
My tender-hearted Lord drew nighy. 
His arms me did infold. - 
X 3 
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8 All things without me, and within, 


I charge to ſtand in awe, 
To wase or grieve my love with ſin, 
Left from me he withdraw! 
9 Tho? griev'd, he doth.return to me, 
For lo? lis voice I hear, 
O'er huls of guilt him leap I ſee, - 
My mouriung ſoul to chear, 
10 He haſtes to me like hart or roe, 
Our dark walls he makes light; 
Through lattaſſes himſelf doth ſew, 
With comelineſs moſt bright. 


SONG. XI. 


CHRIS Te: 


1 B ISE up, faith Chriſt, my faireſt one, 
121180 | Come thou away to me; 
The winter: ſtorms of wrath: are gone, 
J bore them all for thee. | 
2 From barren ground the flowers do ſpring, 
Men hear the Turtle's voice; 
The drooping birds begin to ſing, 
And ſad hearts to rejoice... 
3 : Young figs and grapes do now: appear, 
And yield a tweet perfume ; © 
The heav'nly vine faint hearts doth chear, 
Riſe up, my love, and come. 
4 My dove that lodgeſt in the rock, 
In clefts of my deep wounds; 
1 And doſt to me in ſecret look, 
18 When in thee grief be : 
"8 5 Lift up thy face and voice to me; 
Wont! Theſe pleaſe mine eye and ear; 
— Thy graces all J love to fee, 
111 Thy voice of prayer to hear. 
1 © Take us the foxes, whole deſigns 
ll - Are vineyards to annoy; 
1 The little foxes, which the vines 
i And tender grapes deſtroy. 


From SONG li. 10. fo the end. 


„My! 
And 
Amon 
is 

$ There 
Wh 
Till th 
O'er 


I AL 


Deſert: 


Sue. 
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Sous, 
„My love is mine, my ſoul's delight, 
And I am alto his: 
Among his ſaints, theſe lilies white, 
His place of feeding is: | 
$ There he abides, till break of day, 
When ſhladows all ſhall flee ; 
Till then, come like a hart or roe, 
O'er Bether-hills to me. 


SONG XII. 


From SONG ili. 1, 24 3, 4, 5 11. 


1 ALL 's dark when Jeſus hides his face, 
Night-thades fall me upon; 
Deſertion is a weary caſe, | 
When Chriſt, my love, is gone. 
2 1 on my bed my lofe did mind, 
I fought him thus alone; 
My drowſy fearch him did not find, 
Vain was my ſlothful moan. 
3 Ill rife, and round the city go, 
Thro' ſtreets, broad-ways, and lanes 
This way I fought my love, but lo! 
Succeſsleſs were my pains, 
4 The city-watchmen found me out, 
Their doctrine touch'd my caſc: 
Ah, where's he! Can ye ſolve my doubt ? 
None of them brought me eaſe. 
When means and duties prov'd fo weak, . 
Beyond them all I paſt: 
When I ſome ſteps from them did make, 
I found my love at laſt. r 
6 him embrac'd, and held him faſt, 
Till once I got him brought. 
Into my mother's dwellings waſte, 
To ſtrengthen what he wrought. 
7 Since he's come in, I do you charge, 
Who Salem's daughters are, 
By roes and hinds which run at large, 
Our joys you do not mar. 
Let ſin or earth no motion make, 


For to diſturb his reſt; 


. ˙ ꝛ½—¼ 
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Let none preſume my love to wake, 


Until it pleaſe him beſt. Ir I thy 

9 O, Zion's daughters, all g⁰ forth, | Cauſe 
Behold King Solomon, Sweet ql 
Even Chriſt our King, of higher. worth, My g 
Wearing his glorious crown; Sharp nc 

10 Wherewith his mother crown'd his head, And « 
On his eſpoulal-day, With br 
That day on which his heart was glad, | And r 
Him love and praile ior ay, | o Then le 

X | = : ; Unto 
SONG XIlL That he 

Whic 


From Sox iv 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 16. 


Gn r. 


HOU art all fair when in thy dreſs; 
My love, thou'rt fair to me; 
When cloathed with my righteouſneſs, 
No ſpot is ſeen in thee. - | 
2 My ſpouſe, come off from Lebanon, | V ds 


And mounts.of vanity 3 - 


Let all the world's deceits alone, My my 

And come alongſt with me. Witl 

3. By faith look from Amana's top, On hon 

Shenia and Hermon fair; Au 

From dens of prey, behold. with hope And dr 

The land beyond Compares.” Yea, 
4 My ſpouſe, thou doſt my love enhance, i 

And draw'ſt my heart to thee, | While 

With thy neck-chains, and with a glance Yet 

Of thy believing eye. To hea 

5 Thy love to me more grateful is, His 

Than wine of any kind; 

Thy graces more than fragrant ſpice. Open t 

Acceptance with me find, 9 Oper 

6 Thy lips drop ſweet; and from chy tongue Open t 

Do milk and honey flow ; - Open 

Thy garments ſmell as Lebanon, From! 

Which on thee I beſtow. \ Thy 

7 A garden fair inclos'd by grace, K mid: 

My ſpoule thou art to me; To 

I choos'd thee from the wilderneſs, . i 

With fine ſprings furniſh'd thee. — [ 1 * 

: ro1 
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If I thy garden be, O Lord, 
Cauſe heav'ns wind awake, 
Sweet quick'ning gales to me afford, 
My graces lively make. 
Sharp northern blaſts ſend to convince, 
And cauſe the ſouth winds blow; 
With breathings warm afliſt my mints, 
And make my ſpices flow 
o Then let my love his preſence ſweet 
Unto his garden grant, 
That he may eat his pleaſant fruit, 
Which he himſelf did plant. 


- £ 


SONG, XIV. 
From Sox v. I, 25 2» 4 


CunRisT. 


Mi Y ſpouſe, to anſwer thee Pnf come 
| Into my garden fair ; | 
My myrrh and fpice of ſweet. e 
With pleaſure I do ſhare. 
On honey, wine, and milk I fealt, 
All friends come eat with me, | 
And drink my wine of heav'nly talte, 
Yea, drink abundantly. 
OPOUS E. 
While Chriſt invites, my ſloth prevails, 
Yet ſomething wakes in me, 
To hearken to Chriſt's knocks and calls, 
His voice ſpeaks preſſingly. 
CHRIST. 
Open to me, my father's child; 
Open to me, my love; 
Open to me, my undefild 
Open to me, my dove. 
From love I'm ſtanding at thy door, 
Thy heart caſt open ſoon; 
4 midnight ſhower of wrath J bore 
To fave thee when undone, 
DPOUSE 
Iam undreſs'd, and reſt is ſweet, 
From bed I cannot riſe ; 
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How ſhall I now defile my feet? 
Theis ſloth did me entice. 
7 By the key-hole, my well-belov'd 
His hand of pow'r put in; 
So that my bowels all were mov'd, 
For being ungrate to him. 
$ When I rouz'd up, obey'd his knock, 
My hands dropt pleaſantly 
With oil of myrrh, left on the lock; 
Which made the holt to fly. | 
a To my belov'd I open'd faſt, 
Who to my grief was gone: 
I fainted, when his ſpeeches paſt 
I mournfully thought on. 
10 I ſought him then with carefulneſs ; 
But found he could not be : : 
I call'd on him in this diſtreſs, 
Fe did not anſwer me. 
21 The watchmen who do go tneir rounds, 
And keep the city-wall, 
Abus'd me, and did give me wounds, 
And tore away my vall. 


S NN 
SONGS XV. 


Dialogue betwirt the Spouſe and 8 of % 
ſalem, from Song Ve 8. to the end. 


SALEMss race, if you him find, 
I charge you tell my caſe; 
Jm ſick of love, ſore pain'd in mind, 
He only can me caſe, | 
DAUGRTERS 
2 O faireſt one, we fain would know 
The object of thy love; 
"What charms he hath, that thou doſt ſo- 
Prize him all men above. 
SPOUSE» 
3 My love is white and ruddy too, 
The chief of thouſands ten; 
His innocence and ſuff'rings do 
Him beautify to men. 
4 His bleſſed head doth for excel 
The gold that is molt fine, 


s locks a 
They ra 
Is eyes ar 
When tl 
ear Watel 
Milk-wa 
5 cheeks 
And bed 
bs lips lik 
Sweet {n 
$ rings of 
So do hi 
ls belly | 
(Werlaid 
bs legs lil 
Which 
ke Lebar 
As cedar 
5 mouth 
To ever) 
ca, he all 
View. hi 
ö taught: 
This is x 
r whom 


Or prope 


s locks are black and curled well, 
They raveu-hke do ihine. 

is eyes are like the eyes of doves, 
When they in flocks are met 

ear water-{treams, which they do love, 
Milk-waſh*d and fitly- let. 

is cheeks are like the ſweeteſt flow' rs, 
And beds where ſpices grow ; 

ds lips like lilies are, from whence 
Weet ſmelling myrrh doth flow. 
rings of gold with beryl ſet, 

do do his hands appear; 

ls belly bright as ivory 

O'erlaid with ſapphires clear. 

bs legs like marble pillars are, 

Which on gold ſockets went; 

ke Lebanon his face is fair, 

As cedars excellent. | 

s mouth that makes ſweet promiſes, 
To every ſaint is ſweet z 

©, he all over lovely is, 

View, him from head to feet. 
daughters of Jeruſalem, 

This is my love and friend, 

whom none can deviſe a name, 


Or proper emblems find. 


So NO Xvi. 


Tbe Dialogue continued. Song vi. Chap, 


DAUGHTERS 


Farmesw bride, we fain would know, 

Where's thy beloved gone ? | 

zus that with thee we may go, 

0 leck this matchleſs one. 
| SPOUSE. 

love is gone to heaven above, 

et doth he condeſcend 

come into his garde. here, 

ind beds of {pi e attend. 


Meetings of h = aints he's found, 
tele gardens of delight, 
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He's there to bring them rich ſupplies, 
And gather lilies white. 
4 To my beloved I belong, 
And my belov'd to me; 
To feed among the lily flow? rs, 
Great pleaſure taketh he. 
CHRIST. 
5 O who is ſhe that looketh forth, 
Like to the morning light? 
When it darts out to chaſe away 
Ihe darkneſs of the night. 
6 Fair as the moon, clear as the ſun, 
With dazzling beams array'd 
Yet like an army terrible, 
With banners all diſplay'd.“ *Chap. v. 


7 She comes up from the wilderneſs, 


She walks and always leans 0 * 
On her beloved; for her heart U e d 
From all things elſe the weans. * 

e Witl 

His ſor 

| t wh( 

Chrifs Sufferings foo ug. "a Ifa, Iii. "ok 


HO hath believ'd the faithful word, 
Which we to men declare? 
Who feels the arm of God the Lord 
| Diſplayed and made bare? 
2 Mefhiah, like a weak plant grows, 
A root from ground that's dr 7 
No outward beauty he aſſumes, 
To draw the carnal eye. 
3 Rejected and deſpis'd is he, 
Ihro' ſinners unbelief 
A man of ſorrows all his days, 
And well acquaint with grief. | 
4 We hid our faces when he (ame, 
Io take our wrathful lot | 
Deſpis'd he was and put to ſhame, 
And we eſteem'd him not. 
5 Of griefs and forrows all his time, 
For us he bore the load : 
But ah, we judg'd that for his crime, 
He Imitten was of God. 


A 


1aÞs Vl 


1. 5 
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But he for our tranſgreſſions | 
Was wounded and abus'd, 
His ſoul for our iniquities _ 
Moſt grievouſly was bruis'd. 
On him was laid our chaſtiſement, - 
By which our peace he ſeald ; 
Sharp bloody ſtripes he' underwent, 
Whereby our wounds are head, 
All we like ſheep from God have ſtray'd, 
And did our own ways chooſe; - 
And theſe our ſins God on him laid, 
Which love would not refuſe _ 
Oppreſsd and wrong'd our Surety ſtood, 
Acc of untruth; 
To ſlaug. ter went he as a Lamb, 
And open'd not his mouth, 
0 Before the ſhearers, like a ſheep, 
He dumb and ſilent lies; | 
He meekly goes thro? waters deep, 
Without repining cries , 
His ſoul in trav'lling anguiſh lies, 
His pains were multiply d; 
But when the bleſſed fruit he ſees, 
He is well ſatisfy d. 


SONG XVIII. 


and Heb. xi. 


r. 


WHEN we were deſtitute of ſtrength, - 


Hg Ourſelves to help and ſave, * 
or the un * Chrilt at leng 
His life Tana gave. no 
Yearce any for a righteous man 
Will dare his life to ſtake ; 
And for a good man it were much 
Such an exchange to make. | 
But God his matchleſs loye commends, 
'When his moſt glorious Sonn 
Dy d for us while unrighteous, 
Vile finners and undone. 
Since by his blood Chriſt us from fin 
Doch juſtify and free, 25 


=: 


Thankſgiving for Redeeming Love: From Rom. ve 


454 SCRIPTURE SON GS. 


Then ſurely from the wrath to come, 
We ever ſafe ſhall be. 


5 If Chriſt for enemies to God 


Did die, to end the ſtrife; 
Much more when reconciled thus, 
He'll ſave us by his life. 
6 Yea, more than ſo, we joy in God, 
Thro? Jeſus Chriſt our Lord : 
The great atonement we receive, 


And ſo obey his word. 


7 Now he that's Lord of quick and dead, 


The God of love and peace, 
That from the grave brought Chriſt our head, 
And him to life did raiſe; 
8 Who, as the Shepherd great and good, 
His life for us did grant, 
And did eſtabliſh with his blood, 


Th' eternal covenant; 


& May he in us his work fulfil, 


Till us he perfect make, 
Still ſtrengthening us to do his will 
For our Redeemer's ſake; 
10 And work in us what his word ſays, 
Is pleaſing him before; 
| Thro? Jeſus Chriſt, to whom be praiſe 
And glory ev ermcke. 


SONG XIX. 


Aae, Leve in the Gift of Gbriſt: From John il 


| 14. ro 17. 


t i Wonp'novs Divine love to men! 


When wrath ' gainſt us did ſwell, 
God took our ee 2 our guilt, 
I 0 fave our ſouls from hell, adn 
2 As Moſes in the wilderneis, 
Did lift high on a pole 
A brazen ſerpent for ſtung men 
To view and be made whole; 
3 So Jeſus Chriſt the antitype, 
Was lifted up on hig 
Upon the croſs, that wounded fouls 
Might look and healed be. 
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lk And there, he ſays, whoe'er believes bes 
In him unfeignedly/ 
Shall never periſh in their ſuis, 
But live eternally. 
God lov'd the world, ſo as to give 
His Son to dwell in clay, 
And die, that all who in ham truſt, 
Might live with God for ay 
Good news; that Chriſt there twice declares, 
All who in him belteve 
Are fhfe from hell, and ever ſhall 
With God in heaven live: 
And that his Son God did not ſend 
A loſt world to condemn; 
But by his blood he did intend 


To fave condemned men. FN 5 
Believers all with Chriſt live ſhall, | 85 

And neꝰ er condemned be; F 
The broken law he fatisfy'd, | h 

Them for to juſtify... - 15 5 


But vengeance juſt for ever lies 
On all the rebel race, 
Who God's eternal Son deſpiſe, 
And ſcorn'd his offered grace. 
0 Obey Chriſt's call who faves the lahm, 
Serve God that's One in Three; 
To Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
Give ee Scenes £4 
ohn il 
5 SONG xx. 


„ Leve' in Cbriſt unulterable: From Rom. vii. 315 
to tbe end. 


OD's love in Chriſt tranſcends our thoughts, 
In ſaving men from woe; £7 
If God's for us, and ſtands our friend, 
Who then can be'our foe ? 
vince God for us ſpar'd not his Son, 
But gave him up to die; 
His leſſer gifts he'Il not refuſe, 
Nor ought that's good deny. 
Who ſhall God's elect ones arraign, 
Whom God hath juſtify'd ? 4 
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Or who will dare thoſe to condergny. | fo 
| For whom this Surety dy'd ? 
4 Chriſt dy'd for us: yea, in his love, 
He roſe up for our ſake, | 
And doth at God's right- hand for us 
Still interceſſion make. 
5 Who from Chriſt's love ſhall us She 7 
Shall trouble or diſtreſs ? 
Shall perſecution; or the ſword, + 
Famine or nakedneſs? _. 
6 Nay, o'er all theſe we triumph, ſhall, 
With the celeſtial pow'rs; _ 
Thro? Jeſus Chriſt's victorious love, 
We're more than conquerors. 
7 I am perſuaded death, nor life, | 
Nor principalities ; 
Nor finite pow'rs, nor preſent things, 
Nor yet futurities: | 
$ No height, no depth, no crea 
Diflcive the twiſted cord * all 
Of mutual love *twixt God and us, 
In Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
9 Unchangeable is love divine, 
Time makes it not decay; 
For theſe whom once the Lord doch love 
He them doth love for ay. 
10 From love, great mercies us thou giv” 'n, 
But one we'll fing of ſtill; 
Eternal thanks to God for Chriſt, 
His gift unſpeakable :. 


SONG XXL 
Thankſgiving for God's free love in and through Chr 
From Eph. i. 3, &c. Eph. iii. 18, &c. 


1 PLEST be Chriſt's God, and Father dear, % % 
For all our heav'nly fare; [ 
In Chriſt he hath enriched us, 
With ſp'ritual bleſſings rare. | | 
2 In love he chooſe us in his Son, For 
Before the world he made, 1 
To make us blameleſs, holy men, 8 0 l 2: Tea, 
Like Cri our 1 80 Head - Dans | Ti 


* 


- 
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3 Pelelinste us of his grace, 
By Jeſus Chriſt did he, 
| To be adopted children all, 
| In his own family; 
. That all the praiſe might ſtill redound 
To glorious grace alone 
The Lord hath us accepted made, 
In his beloved Son: 
In whom, thro? his moſt precious Mood: 
We. have redemption free, 
Even full remiſſion of our ſins, 
That rich grace all might ſee. 
In wiſdom God makes grace to us 
Flow out abundantly, 
That grace may be our laſting fong 
To all eternity. - 
May We. be graſping. with the ſaints, 
's love to comprehend, _ 
Whoſe breadth and length, and depth and height, 
Do boundleſsly extend; 
8 And preſs to know that Wond'rous love 
Which knowledge all exceeds, 
That from his fulneſs we may have 
Supply to all our needs. 
9 Now unto God who can do more, 
Than we can aſk or think, 
According to his mighty pow'r, _ 
That took us from hell's brink 3. 
1» All glory in the church by Chrit, - 
To him be render'd then, 
Thro? ages all for evermore ; . 
Let all men N Amen. 


ugh Cor SONG XXII. 


| Noa, dope is in Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, and in being with 
bim: From Philip. 1 in. 7, & c. 2 Cor. v. 1, &. 


1 Ter things I heretofore thought gain, 
And of them made my boaſt, 
For Chriſt that doth me juſtify, 
I gave them up for loſt. m 5 
2: Yea, doubtleſs, tis my fixt reſolve, Rr RAY 
To count all things but los, 


1 


of TS {T 4 


3 May I know Jeſus 1 in that Jour 
8 graves 


6 And being conformed to his death, 
7 Lea, now we know if this clay houſe 


8 With ftrong deſires we therefore groan, 


ire pa ei. SOAC. XIII. 
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That I the excellence may know, 
Of Jeſus and his croſs. 
3 All worldly things for him Pve loſt, 
I them as dung eſteem, 
That I may Chrilt my treaſure win, 
And ſafe be found 1 in him. \ 
4 My righteouſneſs as rags I quit, 
I plead what Chriſt hath done: 
This righteouſneſs which God Ns 
By faith I take alone. 


Which rais'd him from 
That with him in his ſufferings, 
J fellowſhip may have 


By dying unto ſim: 
A. 1 bleſt from death, 3 
T may obtain thro? him. eg 


Diſſolved were of the field, 
An heav'nly houſe we have on high, 
Which God himſelf doth build. LY 


That to us it were giv'n; 
To know that bliſs, and be new cdoath'd 
With our pure houſe in heav/n. - 
9 We walk by faith, and not by baht 
And hence we often ſay, : 
Content we would the. body leave, 
And dwell with Chriſt for ay” 
.30 Faith's views of Chriſt prompt us to ſeek, 
And. make it ſtill our care, 
That whether here, or with our Lord, 
Of his love We. N ſhare. 


4 Thankſgiving 2 the Fruits of ChrifPs Baur 
From 1 Pet. i. 3; 47 & c. 


Feen ever bleſſed be the God 
And Father of our Lord, 
Whoſe mercy doth to us e 


nnn 5 
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Who hath begotten us again | 
Unto a lively hope, | 5 
By Chriſt his riſing from the dead, ; 
Of faith the bleſſed prop. 
For by it we are well ſecur'd 
Of an inheritance, 
That's not corrupted nor defil'd, 
Nor fades by any change ; 
4 Which is for us in heav'n reſery 'd, 
And we are kept for it, 
By the almighty power of God 
Thro? faith, till we be fit, 
5 For that ſalvation glorious, 
To be reveal'd at laſt, 
Of which we wait to be poſſeſt, 
When times and days are palt, 
b In this bleſt hope we do rejoics, 
Tho? for a time we need 
Here to be kept in heavineſs, 
Thro' trials multipl ied. 
Our faith more precious than zald, 
By fire is tried here, 
That unto praiſe it may be found, 
When Jeſus doth appear. 
This Jeſus, tho? unſeen, we love, 
In him believing ſtill; 
Which yields us joy unkpealable, 
That is of glory full. 
When Ar comes, we ſhall receive 
The bleſt end of our faith ; 
Even the ſalvation of our = 
Procur'd us by his deaths 
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The Son's of God manife efted : From 1 John ii. 1, 2) Sc. 


EHOLD how matchlefs is that love 
The Father hath beſtow'd 

men, that we ſhould be adopt, 
And call'd the ſons of God! 

image he makes us to bear, 
As ſons of heav'nly birth: 

dignity exalts us far 

Above the kings on carth 


2 — —— — = 
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1 Though now the world us doth not knows. As wa 
As Chriſt it never knew; Our 

Yet God doth own us:as his ſons; To hir 
We're chang'd and born anew.. To 

4 And what we. ſhall hereafter be, be glo 
It doth not yet appear ; Fhr 

But this we know, when Chriſt ſhall come, Behold 

We {hall his likeneſs bear: pe 

un 


5 For we ſhall ſee him as he is, 
And like him {hine full bright: | Shal 


We then come near our glorious ſun . But let 
| From whom we have our light. ; Wit 
6 As Chriſt is holy, ſo muſt we; ; For the 

All who hope for that hour, | To t 
Themſelves will alſo purify, _. WW The ho 
As he the Lard is pure... And 

7 Let's here, as ſtrangers, follow peace, | They 1 
And walk with one accord, The! 
And always ſtudy holineſs, . 4 ho 
As we would. ſee the Lord. 9&3 

$ No eye hath ſeen, nos. ear hath heard, Who 
Do heart can things above * Ar 
Conceive, which Jeſus hath; prepar'd.: - 0 Glory, 
For them who. him do love. | ot 
And 

8 0 ve 6 XXV. 1 Moſt x 

The . Trinity adorꝰd, and. Chriſ?' Love exoll 14 of 


From Rev. i. 4. 5, &. Rev. iv. 8, &c. 


q MN we have grace and peace from ws, 
The glorious One in Three, 


Who us created and redeem 'd,, n 
And us doth ſanctify: © 
2 Ev'n from the Father who ſtill at, 
Who“ is, and ſtill ſhall be, .- | 
And from the ſev'nfold working Sp'r rit 
Before his throne on highj; 
3 From Jefus Chriſt the witneſs true, 
And firſt born from the dead. 
Who of all earthly kings and powers ; 
Is Prince and ruling Head; 
4 To this great Lord, that ſo lov'd : men, 
Such loathſome men as we, | 
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As waſh us in his precious blood, 
Our ſouls from {in to free 
To him who made us kings and prieſts, 
To God his Father high; 
Be glory and dominion 
Fhro? all eternity. 
) Behold he comes with flying clouds, 
Him every eye ſhall ſee, 
And unbelievers who him pierc'd, . 
Shall wail moſt bitter x. 
But let believers lift their heads 
With joy, to ſee and hear, 
For then complete redemption = 
To them is very near. 
| The hoſts above their homage pay, 
And crowns caſt on the ground, 
They never-ecaſe by night nor day, 
Theſe praiſes to reſound; 
) © holy, holy, holy Lord, 
« Almighty God alone, 
« Who ever was, and alſo By 
« And ever is to come! 
0 Glory, pow r, and honqur kill, 
Thou'rt worthy to receive; 
Al things were made to pleaſe thy ill, 
And by thy pleaſure live. 


1 Moſt worthy, Lamb, art thou, they ſing⸗ | 
To be adored thus ; 


Let with thy praiſe heav'n's manſions rings, 
For thou waſt ſlain for us. 


be ex tell 
c. 8 ; 
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be Lemb that was ſlain eternally exalted: From Rev. vs 


PHE heav'nly hoſts and elders join, 
To bow before the Lamb, 25 
With golden harps and fweeteſt tunes, 
They trumpet forth his fame. 
ey cry, 6 Ty Father, who ſhall look 
Into thy ſecret will? 
* Worthy the Lamb to take the books 
And open every ſeal. 
Thou'rt fit God's myſt'ries to zeveals 
For thou waſt flain for us, 
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& And thy blood purchas'd us to God, - 


„Which thou ſhed'ſt on the croſs, 
4 © From every nation, kindred, tongue, 
“Thy precious blood us bought; 
« Well thou deſerv'ſt our praiſing ſongs, 
Who us ſalvation brought. 
5 « Unto the Lamb that once was ſlain, 
“ Be endleſs praiſes giv'n, 
„ By all that dwell upon the earth, 
« And all the hoſts of heav'n. 
6 © Thou haſt us ranſom'd with thy blood, 
And ſet us pris'ners free; | 


« Thou mak'ſt us kings and prieſts to God, | 


« And we ſhall reign with thee.” _ 
7 Let's join, while here, our chearful ſengs, 
With hoſts around the throne ; 
Ten thouſand thouſands are their tongues, 
Yet all agree in one. 5 
2 Worthy the Lamb that dy'd, they cry, 
„ To be exalted thus, . 
« Worthy the Lamb, Let us reply, 
| “ For he was ſlam for us. 
9 © The Lamb is worthy to receive 
„ Strength, wiſdom, riches, might; 
« Eternal honours we aſcribe - 
To him, for 'tis his right. 
10 © Let heav'n and earth unite in one, 
« To praiſe the glorious name 
Of him that fits upon the throne, 
And to adore the Lamb. 


 .* SONG XXVIL 


'A view of the Saints and Martyrs in heaven: Fro 


= [  ET's view by faith the ſaints above, 


Redeem'd from fin by Jeſus? love; 


Their various tribes, their ſweet employ, 
In raptures of eternal joy. A 

2 The patriarchs, with Jacob's race 
Rais'd-up to heav'n by God's free grace! 
With ſongs they praiſe their father's God, 
Who led them home the heav'nly roads. ' 


Next ſee 
Redeem? 
From eve 
Who ſing 
In white 
With pal 
« Salvat1 
«They e 
Next the 
Humbly 
They c 
And th 
But when 
All eloat 
Theſe co: 
Their ro] 
The mart 
They ſee 
The Lam 
They've | 
No more 
Of ſeorch 
lhe Lam 
hall be t 
0 Fathe 
Une God 
be everlai 


y all on 


den: Fo 


SCRIPTURE SONGS, 


Next ſee a num*rous multitude, 

Redeem'd from hell by Jeſus? blood, 

From every nation, kindred, tongue, 

Who ſing an everlaſting ſong, 1 
In white robes cloath'd they all do ſtand, 
With palms of triumph in their hand: 
Salvation to God on the throne, 
«They cry, and to the Lamb his Son.“ 
Next theſe, come angels, and fall down, 
Humbly adoring Three in One; 
«They cry, Amen, give glory, pow'r, 
And thanks to God for evermore,” 
But whence come theſe in white who ſhine 
All cloath*d with righteouſneſs divine? 
Theſe come from ſuff'rings great to God, 
Their robes they waſh'd in the Lamb's blood, 
The martyrs trials now are o'er, 
They ſee God's face for evermore ; 
The Lamb makes ſure their heav'nly bliſs, 
They've ſaid, He's ours, and we are his. 

No more the heat ſball them torment, 
Vf ſcorching ſun they've ne complaint 
lhe Lamb, who ſhines amidſt the throng, 
dall be their everlaſting ſun. 

0 Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
Ine God, who ſaved us when loſt, 
de everlaſting glory giv'n, | 
y all on earth, and all in heav'n. 
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is victory and Babylon's downfall : From Rev. xvi 
| and Rev. xv. &Co { 
)EHOLD, an angel doth aſcend, 
0 With power and glory great; 
dearth he comes, for a good end, 
leſt tidings to relate | 
breat Babylon that did enthral 
The kingdoms of the earth, 

e time is come for her to fall, 
Which calls for holy mirth. .. 
Let heav'ns be glad, with all the ſaints, 
Let prophets all rejoice ; 


— 
= 
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And thy blood purchas d us to God. 
« Which thou ſhed'ſt on the croſs, 
4 © From every nation, kindred, tongue, 
„Thy precious blood us bought; 
« Well thou deſerv'ſt our praiſing ſongs, 
Who us falvation brought. | 
s “ Unto the Lamb that once was ſlain, 
“ Be endleſs praiſes giv'n, 7 
“ By all that dwell upon the earth, 
And all the hoſts of heavin. | 
6 © Thou haſt us ranſom'd with thy blood, 
And ſet us pris'ners free; | 


« Thou mak'ſt us kings and prieſts to God, 


« And we ſhall reign with thee.” _ 
7 Let's join, while here, our chearful ſengs, 
With hoſts around the throne ; 
Fen thouſand thouſands are their tongues, 
Feet all agree in one. 
2 Worthy the Lamb that dy'd, they cry, 
« To be exalted thus, | | 
« Worthy the Lamb, Jet us reply, 
« For he was ſlam for us. 
9 © The Lamb is worthy to receive 
„Strength, wiſdom, riches, might; 
« Eternal honours we aſcribe: - 
( To him, for ?ris his rights 
10 Let heav'n and earth unite in one, 
« 'To praiſe the glorious name 
© Of him that fits upon the throne, 
« And to adore the Lamb. 


- 


1. SONG XXVIL 


4 view of the Saints and Martyrs in -beaven , Fin 


r 
3 [ ET's view by faith the ſaints above, 


Redeem'd from fin by Jeſus? love; 


Their various tribes, their ſweet employ, 
In raptures of eternal joy. 205 
2 The patriarchs, with Jacob's race 
Rais'd up to heav'n by God's free grace! 
With ſongs they praiſe their father's God, 


Who led them home the heav'nly road... ' | 
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Next ſee a num'rous multitude, 
Redeem'd from hell by Jeſus? blood, 

From every nation, kindred, tongue, 
Who ſing an everlaſting ſong. 

In white robes cloath'd they all do ſtand, 
With palms of triumph in their hand: 
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Salvation to God on the throne, 
« They cry, and to the Lamb his Son.” 
INext theſe, come angels, and fall down, 
Humbly adoring Three in One ; 
« They cry, Amen, give glory, pow'r, 
„And thanks to God for evermore.? 
But whence come theſe in white who ſhine 
All cloath'd with righteouſneſs divine? 
[ heſe come from ſutf*rings great to God, 
Il heir robes they waſh'd in the Lamb's blood, 
The martyrs trials now are o'er, 
They ſee God's face for evermore ; 
The Lamb makes ſure their heav'nly bliſs, 
They've ſaid, He's ours, and we are his. 
o more the heat ſhall them torment, 
{ ſcorching ſun they've ne complaint; 
he Lamb, who ſhines amidſt the throne, 
hall be their everlaſting ſun. | 
0 Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
Ine God, who ſaved us when laſt, 
le everlaſting glory giv'n, 
by all on ts and all in heav'n. 


SONG XXVIII. by 


ifÞs victory and Babylow s downfall ; From Rev. XV lil. 
| and Rev. xv. &c. 
1: FD EHOLD, an angel doth aſcend, 
DD Wit power and glory great 

o earth he comes, for a good end, 
Bleſt tidings to relate! 
Great Babylon that did enthral 
The kingdoms of the earth, 

he time is come for her to fall, 
* Which calls for holy mirth. _.. 
Let heav'ns be glad, with all the ſaints, 
Let prophets all rejoice ; 
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ec God doth avenge your long complaints ; 1 


% With praiſe lift up your voice. 
“A milſtone's calt by Gabriel; 
« And in tlie ſea is drowiyd! 
“ Thus terribly ſhall Babel fall, 
“ And never more be found.” 
5 Upon the ſea of glaſs they ſtand, 
The beaſt who overcome, 
With harps of gold into their hand, 
To celebrate her doom. 
6 Theſe conquerors do meet in throngs, 
And to Jehovah's name 
They pleaſantly: unĩte the ſ ongs 
Of Moſes and the Lamb. 


7 By Moſes? hand, the enemy 


Did fink deep in the flood; 
So drown'd our ſins are in the ſea 
Of Jeſus? precious blood. 
$ The conqueror's with fluent tongues, 
Chriſt's honour will proclaim 
In ſweeter notes than Moſes? ſongs, 
They'll tune thoſe of the Lamb. 
9 All nations ſhall to thee bow down, 
And worſhip rev'rently, 


| When once thy judgments are made knows : 


Againſt thine enemy. 


10 The hoſts of God, with one conſent, 


Shall hallelujah's ſing ; 
When the Lord God Omnipotent 
Takes his great pow'r to reign. 
11 At length will end the devil's reign 
Over the ſons of men; bal. 
| Let Heav'n and earth rejoice and ſing, 


With all that dwell | in them. 


- SONG XXIX. 


Tbe good news of the Ranſom of Chriſt's Blocds 


GREAT pity God ſhews 
To Gentiles and Jews; 


He ſent them his goſpel to bring them good news. 
' 


Gd rews to the loſt, 
With racking fears tofs'd, 


That found is a ae, in which they may boaſt. 


Their ſuns « 
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2 A ranſom of blood. 
That runs like a flood. 
N heir ſins off to carry; who God's law withſtood. 
News ! that Chriſt was kind, 
When hell's powers eolnbin'd, 
Jo rout them, he freely his dear life reſi gu d. 
3 Blood ſtream'd from his ſide, 
1? atone for our pride; 
pin was the tormentor that him crucify'd. 
When we have him view'd, 
With his blood imbru'd, 
ay we by this proſpect get all ſin ſubdu'd. 
4 What ſight do we ſee? 
Chriſt ſtretch'd on the tree, 
or rebels as we are, moſt willing to die? 
Pains dreadful he felt, 
O let our hearts melt | 
or fin that did pierce him, when he bore our guilt, 
S5 Since for ſins of men, 
l dear Lamb was ſlain, 
ad muſt the man's heart be that yet feels no pain. 
| When the ſun did faint, | | 
And hardeſt rocks rent, 
all we be ſo ſtubborn, as never relent ? 
6 Our glorious head, 
Our victim was . 
0 heal us when wounded, his blood all he ſhed. 
In our place he ſtood, 
And pour'd out his blood, 
ea, gives us free acceſs to that healing food. 
7 Chriſt's feaſt we'll attend, 
And his love commend, 
8 cll think on his ſufferings till our hearts do rend. 
His wounds Pll not view, 
Like a harden'd Jew, 
t when ſet beforc me, my grief III renew. 


locd: 
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„ SONG r 10 


The News of Cbriſps pierced Feet: From II. li. j. 1. Ar 
IF I | ate beautiful upon the Mount! 


Were Chrilt's feet pierc'd on our account, 
Where he was crucify'd! 
His feet, tho? nailed to the tree, 


| | Swift tidings bring to you and me, | 
| God's wrath is pacify'd. 
| 2 Tidings that Chriſt has purchas'd peace, he lion he 


With treaſures full of needful grace, 


To ſupply all our wants. 
Good news! that he hath purchas'd room, Dur freedox 
For ev'ry needy ſoul to come, 5 
| To fit and feaſt with ſaints. 
C 3 Were men at God's bar {trialy try'd, Let, when 7 


None living could be juſtify'd, 
All would be guilty found. 


| From juſtice? throne we ſinners fly | et roſe as | 
| 4; Chriſt our bleeding prieſt on high, | 3 
| 1 Where mercy doth abound. b 
4 In Chriſt's the proper mercy-ſeat, | | e conquer” 


| Where we with God may humbly treat, 
| ____- In him God's ſatisfy'd. 
{ 


| | His blood hath juſtice reconcil'd, he devils ar 
| Its flaming ſword bath quit the field, 1 

| Juſtice is on our fide. | | TS 
| s Now God his friendlineſs to prove, taught hi 
| Invites us to a feaſt of love, | 5 


| A rich and coſtly feaſt; 
| To partake of the rareſt food, 
Pardon and peace thro? his Son's blood, 
Which angels ne'er did taſte. 
6 Lord, ſin tlie murderer here ſtands, 
| That pierc'd thy heart, thy feet, and hands; 
f | For which I mourn and grieve. 
[ Lord, give a ſtrong courageous faith, 
To doom each darling lult to death ; 
Sm ſhall no longer lives 
7 This foe my Saviour betray'd, 
It bound and hawl'd him to be try'd, 
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And rais'd the furious cry, 
To erucify the Lord our head: 
But, good news! he roſe from the dead, 
And pleads for us on high. 


SONG XXXI. 


The Lamb's Battle and Victory. 


I N Lamb fought for me, 
My foes vanquiſh'd he; 
he lion he conquer'd, when nail'd to the tree. 
The Lamb when he fought, 
Great victory brought: 
Dur freedom from bondage to Satan he wrought. 
2 The Lamb for us dy'd, 
He was crucify'd ; 
Let, when at the loweſt, hell's pow'rs he defy'd. 
He lay in the grave, 
Our loſt ſouls to fave ; 
et roſe as our champion, moſt valiant and brave. 
3 He fought and he fell, 
Yet overcame hell ; : 
e conquer'd and triumph'd, for-ſuch as rebel, 
Hie roſe for our ſake; 
And did the earth ſhake, is EV 
he devils and keepers to tremble did make. 
4 Then rocks they did rend ; 
Him angels attend, 
le I. taught his diſciples, till he did aſcend. 
He went up in might. 
With chariots of light; 
cloud him receiv'd, ont of his friends ſight. 
5 Above he did land, 
Sits on God's right-hand, 
ur ur High Prieſt and Soy'reign, all things to command. 
There he pleads on high, 
Loud doth his blood cry, 
r pardon to ſinners, who to him do fly. 
6 The Lamb's Judge of all, 
The dead he will call, 
| muſt ſand before him, be they great or ſmall. 
2 2 
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His mercy is great, 
His blood paid our debt, 

He will then abſolve us, when judgment is ſet. 

75 Of Chriſt that did die, 
But now reigns on high, 
Our ſongs with ſweet muſic, we?ll ſpread thro? the 1ky. 

With both hearts and tongues, 
We'll ſing the Lamb's ſongs, 

Let ev'ry foul join us, that to him belongs. 


S ON G XXXIIL | 


Chrifes r and bis Love to Believing Souls, 


1 / HEN Jeſus pour'd out blood and tears, 
A linking load of wrath he bears, 
God's juſtice to appeaſe. - 
A bloody rake for us he wore, 
His ſoul in pain did travel ſore, 
And all to bring us eaſee. 
2 The plowers his dear back did vlough, - 
Their ſcourges here long furrows drew, 
In which his blood did. run. 
They him expos'd to all diſgrace, 
They ſpat upon his bleſſed face, 
His love this did not ſhun. . 
3 He-bore our curſe and puniſhment, 
Shed blood till ev'ry drop was ſpent, 
To ranſom us from wrath. 
Who can his love enough eqns, 
That faves all criminals condemn? 
Who look to him by faith! ? 
4 From fn and wrath thou doſt relieve 
The chief of ſinners who believe, 
Thy wounds do them incloſe : 
Their ſouls in theſe thy people hide 
And there they conſtantly abide, 
Safe from: their deadly foes. 
5 A ſcreen from wrath, I know of none, 
But Jeſus, righteouſheſs alone; 
Which covers all our fin. 
Strict trial this can well endure, | 
For it is infinitely pure, 
No flaw is found thereins 
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Thou when on earth the lick didſt heal, 
And to the hungry bread didſt deal, 
Our fouls: when ſtarving fed: 
More precious they are than clay; 
Lord Jeſus, pity fouls this days 
And ſatisfy our need. 
7 Believers by thee are belov'd ; 
A kingdom ne'er to be remov'd, . 
Shall unto them be giv'n. 
Rich crowns on them thou wilt beſtow. - 
No matter what they want below, 
Ibhey'll be made up in Heav'n. 


* 


ils, , 
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Chrift g great Sufferings bring great Benefit 16.5 5 


I 18 Lamb ſilent ſtood, 
While men ſhed his blood! 
Himſelf he gave freely, to be our ſoul's food. 
Crown'd was he with thorn, - 
Us'd with ſpite and ſcorn, 
Let patiently bore it, to ſave the forlorn. 
2 Expoſed he ſtands _. 
With nail*d feet and hands, 
Deep pierced, long bleeding, to pay law's demands.-- 
No man's tongue can tell 
What grief him befel, 
In favi ing loſt ſinners from {inking to hell. 
3 He was doom'd to die, 
On Mount Calvary; - 
ore preſs'd he did uttter his laſt bitter cry. 
Our. guilt which he bore, 
Squeez d blood from each pore  _ 
reat was his ſoul's torture, that made him to roa: 
| 4 His wounds bring.us peace, 
Eis pains gives us caſe, 
rom ſin's pow'r and bondage they do us releaſe. 
Chriſt ſtraying ſouls fought, 
Their pardon he bought, 
rom Satan's vile ſlavery their freedom he wrought. 
5 Lord, thy love's divine, 
7 doth kindle mine, 
let it cauſe in me all graces to ſhine ; 


& 3 
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Dead ſouls to revive, 
When they life derive 
From thy wounds, the fountain that makes men aliv e. 
6 I'm ſinful and vile, 
My heart's full of guile, 
It will be free mercy if on me thou ſmile, 
Lord, do not deſpiſe 
My ſoul's feeble cries, 


| Receive 2 loſt ſinner that to thy blood flies. 


7 This blood ſaves from hell, 
And fears doth diſpel, 
The thunders of Sinai, the Lamb's blood doth quell, 
I plead thy free grace, 
One ſmile of thy face, 


Or word to me ſpoken, would fill me with peace. 
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CONTAINING 


L A LEecTuRE on 1 Cor. xi. 17. to the End. 
IL, A PREPARATION SERMON from Joſ. iii. v. 


I. An Acriox SERMON ſrom Cant. ii. 4. 


LECTURE on 1 Cor. xi. 17. to the End, concerning the 
Inſtitution of the LoRD's SupPER. 


erſe 17. Now in this that I declare unto you, I praiſe 
you not, that you come together, not for tbe better, but 
for the worſe. „ „„ 

8. For firſt. of all, when ye come together in the Church, 
t tbat there be diviſions among you ; and I partly 

elteve it. | . | | 

9. For there m uſt be alſo bereſies Emong you, that they 
which are approved may be made manifeſt among you. 


N this paſſage the apoſtle takes occaſion to reprove the 
great diſorders and abuſes crept in among them in admmi- 
ating and partaking of the Lord's Supper; which (as the an- 
nts tell us) was commonly adminiſtrate with a love-feaſt an- 
ved to it, which gave occafion to the ſcandalous diſorders 
p< reprehended, | 

erſe 17. We have the manner of his introducing the 
arge, Now in this that I declare unto you, I praiſe you 
not, c. Which ſhews his willingneſs to commend them ſo 
'3S he could. But ſuch ſcandalous diſorders as they were 
ty of in fo ſacred an inſtitution, he could not paſs without 
arp reproof. Why! they inverted the very end and de- 
n of the ordinance, which was intended to make them better, 
to promote their ſpiritual intereſts, but it really made them 
le, Wherefore he ſays, they © came together, not for the 
etter but for the worlſe.”? | 

Obſerve x. That Chriſt ordinances, if they do not make us 
ter, they are apt to make us worle.---If they do us no good, 


E * — — MN „ͤ%«4 or > or” AA . 
py _ 
. 


they may do us harm; if they do not melt and mend, tl: 


will harden ; and that corruptions will be confirmed in us if th 


proper means do not work a cure of them. 2. It concerns 
all to mquire into the ſucceſs of ordinances and ſolemn mecting 


O it is fad, if our meetings tend to the increaſe of our ſin, u 


flead of the ancreaſe of our er Let us  carneſily depreci 
this. 

: Verſe 18, © For firſt of all, when you come together int 
« Church, I hear there be einem among you, &c.“ The 


fell into die iſions, ſeats, parties, and factions, in their celebrit 


ing of this ordinance; they fell a quarrelling one with ancth 
about meats and drinks in the love feaſts, or about the order 
their down-fitting, or the time when they ſhould begin, ord 
not ſtay till they all came up.- --The whole church did n 
zoin together, but they eat it ſeparately ; there was alſo u 
charitableneſs, alienation of affections, diſcord and: contentid! 
among them,. which very much marred the edification and {u 
cels of the goſpel. 

Queſt. Seeing ſchiſms are mentioned here, What is me 
thereby? Who are guilty of ſchiſm, and who are ſchiſmat 
Ant. In ſcripture the word is variouſly taken: 1. *11s ta 
for a difference in opinions and ſentiments about ſome poilt 
when there is no heat of coontention, or breach of commun 
Such a diviſion or ſchiſm was among the Phariſees, abdl 
Chriſt's. curing the blind man; John xi. 16. *tis ſaid, „ thi 
„vas a diviſion among them, originally Chidma. Ard ju 
ichiſms may be among orthodox divines about leſſer points, A 
yet managed without giving offence. 2. The general ſeu 
the word 18, a dividing and breaking off from the. commui 
ef the church in public ordinances, without cauſe, like the 
Re 10. 25. Not forſaking the aſſembling of eurſelves! 

« cetiier, as the manner of ſome is.“ And in this ſenſe the! 
cients took ſchiſin as diſtinguiſhed from hereſy. Augyſtine ſai 
Schiſmaticos facit non diver ſa fides, ſed communionis 
rupta ſocietas.. 3. In this place, and commonly in ot 
places of ſcripture, as 1 Cor. i. 10. 1 Cor, ili. 4. 1 Cor. xi. 
the word Chidma is taken for uncharitable. contentions 1 
diviſive practices among the profe Tors of the goſpel, with 
breaking off from the comnumton of the church ; when pa 
are chargeable with uncliarzitable contentions a diſcords, i 
alienation of affectiors iron their brethren ; for here the) dd 
9 and yet Were bilirstics. 
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Obſerve. There may be ſchiſm, where there is no ſeparation 
communion. Perſons may attend ordinances together, and 
t together at the Lord's table, and yet be ſchiſmatics in ſcrip- 
re ſenſe, by reaſon of their uncharitable contentions, and 
Jicnation of affections : Whereas Chriſtians may ſeparate from 
e another's communion, and yet be charitable towards one 
other; and this is not ſo much ſchifm in ſcripture ſenſe, as to 
uncharitable and contentious, | 

The apoſtle had heard a report of theſe diviſions, which he 
d the more eaſily believe; becauſe he knew there behoved not 


id, the 
us if th 
ICeETns 
neeting 
5 ſin, i 


deprec; 


er int 
1 


celebrat 


2 ancthaWly to be diviſions, but hereſies alſo, that is, falſe doctrines, 
order More dangerous than ſchiſins; for hereſies are corrupt opinions, 
n, or bich ſtrike at the fundamentals of Chriſtianity and all ſound 
did Migion. Hereſy, according to the modern ſenſe of the word, 

alſo an error in the fundamentals of religion maintained with ob- 
ntentionacy ; though we cannot ſay the word neceſſarily imports 


and fich a ſtrong ſenſe in this place, hereſy and ſchiſm ſometimes 
ng ſynonymous terms. 
Obſerve 1. We have no cauſe to wonder that there ſhould 
breaches of Chriſtian love in the church, when we know ſuch 


lences will come as {hall make ſhipwreck of faith and a good 


1s meat 
iſmnates 


Tis tak 


1e poiFpulcience, | 5 2 

nv Queſt, How ſays the apoſtle, © Hereſies muſt come? What 
es, abocellity is there for them? Anſ. There is no neceſſity of force 
„ © then any man to broach them, any farther than his own cor- 
And tion, pride, vain glory, envy, or contentious ſpirit, or Satan's 
outs, Wiptation prompts him to it. But the event is certain, becauſe 


l ſenſei God's decree permitting them, who by his wiſdom orders 


rome for wiſe ends, that they „who are approved may be made 
like th manifeſt, by their conſtant adhering to the truth againſt all 
rſelves e temptations of feducers. - * 

re the Obſerve 2. A time of temptation and ſeduction is a time of 
(tine fil and diſcovery, who are fincere and conſtant adherers to the 
#01115 ths and ways of God, and who not. 


in & 
JT's xll. . 
ions d 


Obſerve 3. It is a pleaſure to God to ſee the faith and con- 
ncy of his upright ones diſcovered to the world. 
Obſerye 4, The wiſdom of God can make the errors and 


„ witWckedneſs of others a foil to the piety and integrity of the 
hen ped ts. 5 — —— | | — | 4 | as 
erde, Verſe 20. „ When you come together therefore into one 


place, this is not to eat the Lord's Supper. 1 Ou 
21. “ For in eating every one taketh before other bis aun 
Own ſupper; and one is hungry, and another is drunken. 


they d 


The keathens uſed to eat and drink plentifully at their fei Obſerve 4 
upon their ſacrifices: and this profane cuſtom was creeping i Nreat diſorde 
among the wealthier Corinthians. Many think the Apolle 
was pointing here at their Agapaz, or Love Feaſts, that in thel 
times either preceded or followed the Lord's Supper; and tix 
are called Love Feaſts, becauſe they were deſigned to manite 
their love to their fellow Chriſtians, both poor and rich, and th 
poor carried away what was left at them : And alſo they hat 
them to repreſent our Lord's laſt ſupper, in which he eat the 


hat there 1s 
Obſerve 5 
ot direct tl 
her; but 

oth not ſay 
te the ord 


emſelves, 


Paſchal Lamb, before he inſtituted that ordinance now cali to himſelf 
the Lord's Su per. Thele love feaſts were founded on nd re, ſays he 
command of Chriſt, but came in by cuſtom, and by the Jene Apoſtle 
who became Chriſtians, Theſe would needs have an appendiſhat there v 
or appurtenance of the Lord's Supper; and in imitation lime drunk 
Chriſt's eating the Paſchal Lamb before the Lord's SuppWeaſion of 1 
would have a feaſt or Supper of their own to precede the Lom ves their 
Supper; and having provided it at home, would needs bring Whether to t 
to the place where the Church met. To this feaſt all the polliced ſharpl 
were invited at the charges of the rich, as an expreſſion of tet it was 
perfect love and charity one towards another. But in tiWrthily, bi 
Church great abuſes crept in, in this practice; the poor Clin em to exar 
tians were neglected and deſpiſed. The rich did either not Wir fellow 
vite them, or did not wait for them: But the rich haſted to Bins with 
what they had brought with them, and ſome of them eat ger. 
drank to exceſs, ſo that one was hungry, another was drunke. Verſe 22. 
The Apoſtle inveighs againſt this practice, as turning a fealt Min? or defj 


charity into a debauch, and as that which made them incapab bare not ? 


to partake of the Lord's Supper. This was a ſcandalous this ? J yr; 
gularity, a profaning a ſacred inſtitution, and corrupting à 0WThe Apoſt 
vine ordinance to the laſt degree. What ſhould have been t, and alf 
bond of mutual amity and affection, was made an inſtrument Mt. Some 


diſcord and diſunion. | 

Obſerve 1. Duties not done as they ought, are not done 
all in Chriſt's account.---Or a careleſs eating and drinking of tl 
Lord's ſupper is as good as none, yea worſe than no eatil! 
So prayers may be made, yet not made; ſacraments receiv 
yet not received; alms given, yet not given, becauſe not doi 

in the form and manner required of God. 19 4 
Obſerve 2. A fincere ſoul muſt and will look not only to t 
matter of the duty, but alſo to the manner of performing it. 
Obſerve 3. It is a heinous evil for Chriſtians to treat their 
low Chriſtians with contempt and infolence, eſpecially at i 
Lord's Table: For the rich to deſpiſe the poor, this is # great & 
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fee Obſerve 4. That even in the apoſtolical and primitive times, 


ng eat diſorders and irregularities had crept into the Church; and 
Apoll hat there is no Church without ſpot in this iraperfect ſtate. 
AY Obſerve 5. That the A poſtle, notwithſtanding of theſe, doth 
d ti 


ot direct the one part of the Corinthians to ſeparate from the 
her; but he only reproves and rectifies their abuſes. He 
oth not fay, Withdraw from ſuch perſons, for they will pel- 
te the ordinance to you. No, if they be polluted, it is to 
emſelves, and not to others. He eats and drinks damnation 
to himſelf,” Every man ſhall bear his own burden. Where- 
re, ſays he, © Let a man examine himſelf,” not his neighbour. 
ic Apoſtle doth not encourage ſeparation upon that ground, 
at there were ſcandalous perſons admitted in Corinth, even 
me drunk about the time of partaking, which might be the 
cation of their divided way of communicating. But he re- 
dyes their divided communicating, and charges them to come 
gether to the Lord's Supper, and tarry for one another. He 
leed ſharply reproves their ſcandalous practice, and tells them 
at it was molt hazardous to themſelves to communicate un- 
orthily, but ſpeaks of no danger to others. He commands 
em to examine themſelves, and fo to eat, but not to examine 
Er fellow communicants, which certainly he had done, if their 
ming with them had made them partakers of their fin and 
nger. „ | | 5 

Verſe 22. What, have you not houſes to eat and to drink 
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x fealt Min? or deſpiſe ye the Church of God, and thame them that 
ncapable ave not? What ſhall I fay to you? ſhall I praiſe you in 
ous unis? I praiſe you not.“ | 

mg 4% rue Apoſtle here doth condemn both the abuſes of thoſe 
'e __ ls, and alſo their keeping them in the place w here the Church 
"Ment \ 


t. Some underſtand the Church, of the Houſe wherein the 
urches met, and call their feaſling there, a profaning or un- 
lowing the place ſet apart for divine worſhip. Others un- 
and it of the people or poor members there met. Why do 
deſpiſe them ? by excluding them from your company, be- 
le of their poverty; and fo ye put them to ſhame whom God 
adopted, and Idmitted into his family. This feaſt was ori- 
ily deſigned for the poor's relief, and ye exclude them 


done! 
ng of t 
0 catinz 

received 
not doll 


nly to Mr it, 

ung 5 bl. I. The deſpiſing of the poor members of the Church, 
t their ' | deſpiling of the Church itſelf, yea, Chriſt the head of the 
ly at ch, as he that pinceth the little toc, paineth the whole 


great e, and the head too. 


' head of the Church, to inſtitute ſacraments. The Church 8 


267 A FP E N DI X. 
Obſ. 2. With what lenity and mildneſs the Apoſtle repron 
theſe great diſorders, * Shall I praiſe you ?? It was the ff 
time he had told them of their faults, in hopes of amendment 
and therefore doth it gently ; and ſome think this gentle waiiiot.---Obſe 
of reproof had the due effect, becaule no fault is taxed in He bis ff 
ſecond epiſtle that was reproved in the firſt. Wproaching 
| Verſe 23. For I have received of the Lord that which rds both 
& alfo delivered unto you, That the Lord Jeſus, the ſame ni faith, 
& in which he was. betrayed, took bread.” © - With his dif 
24. And when he had given thanks he brake it, and fad 3. We 
Take, cat; this is my body, which is broken for you: IMufcative, 


p have mo 
je confirm 


orld. W 


| 


edo in remembrance of me.” Me 
25. After the ſame manner alſo he took the cup, when Wriſt 
„had ſupped, ſaying; Uhis. cup is the New Teſtament in nMncfits hi- 
& blood ; this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of m Obſerve 1 

. 26, © For as often as ye eat this þread, and drink this ay imagi 
c ye do ſhew the Lord's death till he come.“ e times on 
Alfter reproving their diſorders, he reduces them to the pri 
tive inſtitution, and tells them how he came by the knowlelf thing of t. 
of it, ſeeing he was not among the Apoſtles at the firſt inlune words of 
tion. It was by revelation from Chritt ; and what he had riſt's bod. 
© ceived of the Lord,” he communicated to them, without vayWronts and 
ing from the truth in the leaſt, without adding or diminiſi to our ſe 

As if he had ſaid, © As for theſe love feaſts preceding tlie Lon d repreſent 
& Supper, I received nothing from the Lord; you have Wl ould fall, 
« rowed them from Jews or heathens : But all that J recevſ his diſci 
from the Lord concerning the Lord's Supper, I here :« over ni; 
« fore you.. And indeed he gives a more particular accolfWÞtouland ſu 
of the inſtitution than we meet with elſewhere, not, they n 

1. We have the author of it, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 0 | when Chi 
Tis an act of Chriſt's royal power and authority, as King hood,“ th, 
veſſel that 


no power to appoint ſuch, but only-io execute and adm Oncerniy 
what Chriſt appoints : And as it is Chriſt's ordinance, we fl led God?s 
have a ſpecial regard to it, and not profane or neglect it. "0 the Lam 
2. We have the time of the inſtitution, “ the ſame night of it, It 
which he was betrayed ;?? when he was entering on his lo mit ve Chri 
ſufferings in the garden, and going next day to the cogr by the 
night much to be remembered, being the laſt night before Ci an and oth 
death; the night wherein he began his bitter agonies, and the fleſh 


the bloody ſweat for us; a night, wherein he ſaw heaven, c 
and hell, even juſtice, men, and devils, drawn up in battle 
ray againſt him. A wondrous inſtance of his love, in ſpend 
ſo much of that little time he had in the world (when he 10 


med à mo 


— 


reprone 
the fir 
ndment 
tle Wa 
d in t 


e conſirmation and conſolation of his people, to the end of the 
orld, Whatever come of himſelf, his people muſt not be for- 
t. Obſerve from the time of the inſtitution, the night be- 
re his ſuffering, that it is very neceſſary when ſufferings are 
Wproaching, to have recourſe to the Lord's Table, which af- 
which rds both an antidote againſt fear, and a reſtorative and cordial 
ne ne faith. Wherefore Chriſt, for our example, communicated 
th his diſciples the night before he ſuffered, 

3. We have the ſacramental elements, or the memorative, 
gufcative, and inſtructive ſigns, bread and wine. | | 


ind fail 
13H 


when | 
4 nn 


anſt, his body broken and blood thed, together with all the 
nefits which flow from his death and ſacrifice. 


; of m Obſerve 1. There is no tranſubſtantiation, as the Papiſts ab- 
this cfluly imagine. Why? Paul calls that which is eaten Bread 


e times over in this paſſage, and even after what the Papilts 
he pritl 


10wledf 


thing of their monſtrous doctrine, which makes the bread by 


{t inlue words of conſecration to be changed into the ſubſtance of 
had riſt's body, only the accidents of bread remaining; which 
"ut, vu onts and deſtroys the nature of a ſacrament, and gives the 
110300 to our ſenſes. Tis called his body, becauſe it was a ſign 
ne Lad repreſentation of it, not his real body to be ſure ; for then 
zave by would follow that Chriſt eat his own body while alive, and 
recent his diſciples did the ſame ; yea that they devoured that 
re {et M over night which hung upon the crofs next morning, with 
x accooſouſand ſuch like abſurdities. But whether the Papiſts will 


not, they muſt admit of a figurative expreſſion in this paſſage z 


riſt. ON hen Chriſt ſays, „This cup is the new teſtament in my 
King u blood,” they muſt mean that which was in the cup, and not 
urch WF vellel that held it; and this is the ordinary ſacramental dia- 
admin concerning circumciſion and the paſſover. Circumciſion is 


we od God's Covenant, Gen. xvii 18. i. e. the fign of its 


t 
k night of it. It is true, the Heathens laid it to the charge of the 
1 his (oitive Chriſtians, that they eat human fleſh ; but falſely, as 
e cb Dy the apology made for the primitive Chriſtians by Ver- 
Jre Chan andathers; which apology had been falſe, had they daily 
and en the fleſh of (Chriſt in the ſacrament. It bad been always 
ven, Ned a moſt deteſtable thing to eat human fleſh, and much 
battle Pay | my” N 
n ſpend 


1 he lee a 


þ have more need to mind bimſelf) in ſettling an ordinance fer 


l Conſecration : A plain argument that the Apoſtle knew. 


o the Lamb is called the Paſſover, Exod. xii. 11. i. e. the 


— —— v 


4. The things ſignified thereby, the body and blood of 


-ſhews the unwarrantable uſurpation of the Papiſts in depriin 


„ frank of it.“ Now, why 18 Chriſt ſo expreſs in this? Surf 
it was, becauſe he foreſaw-in the after-ages this ordinance wal Queſt, V 


the beneffts of hit purchaſe; -and that 'Gncerely and hoyell 
without diſſimulation; entirely, fully, and without except the dow 


— 
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more is it to cat the God we worſhip, and devour him who my God 


we pretend to adore. | 
-  Obſ, 2. That both bread and cup are uſed together, whit 


urety, ſac 
table pro 


| „n chr oßdence 1 
the laity of the cup. It is directly contrary to Chrilt's inſtt ing, * 11 


tion: For-our Saviour, (as it were) forſceing the Papilts a with fi 


_ croachment in this matter, is more expreſs in his in jundiq J ord's ſeal 


concerning the cup than the bread, in theſe words, Matth. xx 
27. Drink ye all of it;“ and their obedience is recorded ( 
the cup, and not of the bread, Mark xiv. 27. And they a 


gs of the 
as broken 
e covenan 
e bread in 


be diſmembered, by the prohibition of the cup to the laity, 2 

that by the Popiſh councils and canons, with an exprets aj 

ohſtante to the command of-Chritt, 8 
g. We have the ſacramental actions, both on the miniſe 


ines our fee 
ie by out 
aſe, and 

meſits unte 
and people's part. | _ Ws. And} 
For the firſt, Our Lord took the bread, he bleſſed it, int. 2. 

brake it, he gave it to his diſciples. 1. Ihe taking of bre caving ſtr 
ſigniſies God's chooſing, ſettivg apart, and appointing Cbriſt ing infef 


be a ſurety and ſacriſice, and laying on him the {ins of his pe r inheritai 


ple. 2. The bleſſing ſignifies his qualifying and fur nit whole. 


Chriſt with all gifts and graces needful for the diicharge 0! i a5 to the 


1 8 IS . . 3 . C 
mediatory offices, and for anſwering his people's exigencies. Teſtament 


The breaking ſigniſies all Chriſt's breakings, bruiſings, 1 ans it 


woundings, both in ſoul and body, which were for our uns, e cup, as 1 
order to ſatisfy divine juſtice, and procure falvation for us. bal of | 
The giving ſignifies his offering, giving, and actually belton his blood 
Chriſt and all his benefits on us. There is no promiſe releri thy. com: 
ho bleſſings excepted: or kept back; all is theirs. t into his 
- | dly, The actions on the communicant's part are to take ch a8 hard 
eat, and drink in'reniembrance of Chriſt, F ] nctification 
Quest. What is meant by taking this bread? Anw. i Ve take he 
the accepting of - Chriſt as he is offered to us; a TECELVING ned in it, 
atonement, approving of it, conſenting to it, coming up to regenera 
terms on whieh the benefit is propoſed to'uss, It is an accept therein. 


of Chriſt's grate, and ſubmitting to his government. ' Believl liment to 


- on: Chriſt is expreſſed by taking or receixing. of him. Welt o, Hons 


when We are / bid take: this breads wejare-bid take: Chrilt an Hod of Chr 
u Never ha 


4 . , ” Be... 1 incl Mil 5 ö 
with cluſe and | articular application, laying, ( My Lauch riss blood 
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. therefore he appoints this ordinance, to bring Chrift, his death 


It was our Lord's will that we ſhould celebrate the memon 


and Lawgiver, the expreſs command of a Saviour, yea 0 


command, as whoſoever lives in the wilful neglect of it, cam 
be called a Cbriſtian, but will be treated by Chriſt at the gi 


- Nance, but we muſt do it often. We cannot maintain bodl 
| health and {ſtrength without frequent meals, ſo neither can! 


| guently taken and received. The antient churches celebri 
this ordinance every Lord's day. Let us be thankful thit! 


— — — — 
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6. We have the ends of the inſtitution, 1. To keep up th 
« remembrance of Ckriſt.“” Chriſt knew how apt our bil 
hearts would be to forget him amidſt a throng of ſenfible d 
jects as we here converſe with; and how much our forgetfi 
neſs of Chriſt would be to our prejudice and diſadvantage ; an 


and love to our believing, affectionate and thankful remembranc 
2. To ſhew forth his death,” i. es to declare, publiſh, an 


proclaim it. It is not barely, in remembrance of Chriſt, or wiſh. 28.- © B 
he bath done and ſuffered, but alſo to celebrate, publiſli u that bre: 
proclaim lis gracious condeſcenſion, his love, and favour to lo 20. F 
finnerss We declare his death to be our life, and the ſoring “ and drin 
all our comforts and hopes. We glory in this atonement a“ body.“ 
facrifice, and fpread it before God as our only ranſom. Wh The Ap: 
ſet it in the view of our faith for our quickening and como Lord's ſup; 


We own it before the world, as the only ground of our Lopſright uſe o 
and that we are the diſciples of a crucified Chriſt, who ti i dinance, as 
him alone for ſalvation and acceptance with God. | Obſerve 


7. We have a mandate or charge given for the celebratiſ and drin 


of this ordinance, and for doing it frequently. Our Lond 
command is twice repeated for ſecurity, This do; this do yu 
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of his death and paſſion. It is the will of our ſovercign L 


dying Saviour.--A command of love; and it is ſuch a commall 
as, if we duly obferve it, will be a bleſſed means to enable 
to obſerve all the commands of God the better. It is ſuch 


day as an enemy, and deſpiſer of his dying love. Wheretor 
15 our duty not only to communicate and partake of this on 


maintain ſoul-health and ſtrength without this ſpiritual diet 


have this ſpiritual meal more frequently tendered to us tl 
formerly. O for ſharpened appetites for our food? 

8. We have the perpetuity of the ordinance. It is to be 
Jebrated „ till the Lord come” the ſecond time, without! 
For the ſalvation of them that believe, and to judge the wol 
—Obſerve 1. That the Lord's ſupper is not a temporary) | 


FP FEN:IBEK | 182 


I ſending and perpetual ordinance. 2. That there is no need 
of ſacraments in heaven; for Chriſt is there bodily preſent.—- 
Faith is then changed into viſion, and hope into fruition. Here 
we hold communion with him by ſigns and ſymbois ; but above; 
we will fee him as he is, and enjoy him perfectly. Ihe day 
then will break, and all the ſhadows will flee away. 
Verſe 27. Wherefore: whoſoever {hall eat this bread, and 

brance “ drink this cup of the Lord unworthily, thalt be guilty of the 
h, aug“ body and blood of the Lord.)“ 5 | 
ot wil: 28. © But let a man examine bhimſelf, and ſo let him eat o 
lh ug that bread, and drink of that eup. © 5 
r to e 29. © For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth 
"ring “ and drinketh damnation to himſelf, not diſcerning the Lord's 
cnt ang body.? 1 i iii 458 3 
1 The Apoſtle having declared the original inſtitution of the 
-omfor{WLord's ſupper, he comes now to inſtruct the Corinthians in the 
ir bope ght uſe of it, and to beware of profaning and abuſing this or- 
trust ii dinance, as they had done. 2 | f 

| Obſerve 1. The fin which he warns them of, viz, ©« Eating 


up th 
ar bak 


lebratü and drinking. unworthily.? Queſt. What is this? Anſw. 
Loi is not a weak faith, or weakneſs in knowledge, or wait of 
do pe perfect holineſs or freedom from ſin, that will denominate a per- 
ne mon jon an unworthy receiver; for this ordinance was not inſtituted 
gu Lo jor angels, but for men, who are imperfect and linful+ Butot - 
rea 0! Ws to come ignorant, without due preparation; without faith, 
ommußhvithout repentance, ſelf- examination; without reſolution agaimt 
mable n, and without reconciliation to God, or to our neighbour.” 
is ful Obſerve. 2. The guilt and heinouſneſs of this fr; - they arc 
„ cam guilty of the body and blood of tlie. Lord, i. e. It is an ac- 
the graecition-to the guilt of ſhedding the innocent blood of our Lord 


erefoſe 
this 0 
in bodl 


ad Saviour Jeſus Chriſt.—It is an implicit approbation of the 
eus! act. in. orucifying: Chriſt.—-It is a: trampling Chrilt”s 
blood under our feet. It is: a-crucifying Chriſt afreſi, an 


er can aarbouring the traitors and enemies of Chriſt in our boſom. 

| dict . Obſerve 3. The danger of it, „ cating and drinking damna- 
celebration to ourſelves ;? i. e. they provoke God to inflict fore 
1 that Maudgments on them, temporal. and ſpiritual judgments here, and 
o us t ternal judgments hereafter, . The meaning is not, that this lin 


5 unpardonable, but that it deſerves damnation, and will bring 


to be on, without repentänce; and flying to the blood of Ghrift for 
thout leaning. Every fin is in its own nature danming, and there- 
he waere ſuch a heinous fin, as profaning this holy ordinance, mull 
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forely be ſo. But timorous and fearful believers: ſhould. not be 
diſcouraged from attendling this holy ordinance. by the ſound d 
this word, as if they bound upon themſelves: the ſentence d 
damnation, by coming to the Lord's table unprepared. For 
hearing and praying unworthily incurs damnation, as well x 
communicating unworthily. But this lin, as well as other, 
leaves room tor forgiveneſs. upon repentance. 


* 


cating, « 
a diſtinckie 
the Lord? 
nor eſteem 
ground of 


Obſerve 4. That unworthy receivers of the Lord's ſupper d 
contract great guilt, and incur great danger to themfelves. An 
therefore they ſhould be much concerned to guard againſt thi 
heinous and dangerous fin ; and cry with the Pſalmiſt, . Lon, 


deliver us from blood-guiltinefs.?? Verſe. - 
Obſerve 5. It is only judgment. to himſelf, it is not to an-. among \ 
ther that receives with him. For if a wicked man's preſencen i Some + 
the ſacrament ſhould pollute tho ordinance to a worthy Vith death 
ceiver; then Chriſt and his eleven apoſtles were defiled by able. 
company of Judas at the pafſover, at which he certainly v Obſerve 
and, as many think, at the Lord's ſupper alſo. Which is aiiſtemporal j 
turd. | . 1 | | | Obſerve 
We have in verſe 26th, the duty required for preventing ti oral judg 
An and danger of unworthy communicating,. and that. is fate of fax 
great and neceſſary duty of ſelf. examination. It is. a metaphoMiteath of t. 
taken from goldſmiths, who try the truth of their gold by thfcripture ; 
touchſtone, the purity of their gold by the fire, and the weigh Lord; ti 
of it by the ſeale. We have here, 1. The perſon examining Now, divi: 
„let a man examine.“ 2. The perſon examined, it is „bin Obſerve 
„ ſelf;“ he is to call himſelf to the bar of conſcience, and hal holine 
queſtions. to himſelf. 1. Concerning his ſtate, whether he h Reaſure ar 

2 right to come or not. 2. His ſins and ſhort-commgs.. fe, if he d 
_ His wants and neceſſities. 4. His ends and deſigns; whetbe Pod in the 
it be to obey the charge of his dying Saviour, to ſhew fon Obſerve 
his death, renew and ſeal his covenant. with God, get nearvdteir-eterns 
and communion with bim, nouriſtment to his foul, and up Verſe 3. 
to his wants. And, 5. Concerning his graces and qualification” not be jy 
particularly as. to knowledge, faith, repentance, fear, love, thank If we w 
fulneſs, holy deſires, and new obedience. - nd ſo com 
Obferve 1. It is not! enough that a miniſter examine us HMery puniſl 
fore partaking, . We mult: examine ourſelves, for we only ve 1. T. 
try our on bearts and thoughts, which a miniſter cannot. {Mſives, {o-5; 
Obſerve 2. Our main concern before partaking is about cad judgme 
ſelves.—-It. is not about examining others, but about exam underſtan 


o means fi 


* 
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ot be Moneſedlves that we are to be employed. It is not what he or 
md dme is that is to communicate with us; but what 1.am myſelf. 
ce oil) Obſerve 3. It ſhould © therefore be our fingular care before 

ForMeommunicating, to examine ourſelves, and commune with our 
ell Agen hearts, as to our right to, and fitneſs for the Lord's table. 
others i We have in verſe agth, the true cauſe of unworthy commu- 
jeating, not diſcerning the Lord's body; i. e. not making 
a diſtinction between this bread and common bread; betwixt 
che Lord's body and the body of a mere man; not prizing 
nor eſteeming the body of a crucified Jefus, as the meritorious 
ground of our juſtification. ; . 


per d 
. And 
nit thi 
Lorch | | 
Verſe. 30. For this cauſe many are weak and ſickly 
among you, and many fleep.? ? | 

Some were puniſhed with fickneſs and weakneſs, and ſome 
mth death, for their irrevercnce. in approaching to the Lord's 


to ants 
ſence n 
thy re 
by tit 


ly wlll Obſerve 1. That-carcleſs and irreverent partaking brings on 
h is temporal judghents, as well as ſpiritual and eternal. 0 


Obſerve. 2. That God may puniſh his own people with tem- 
oral judgments: For ſeverals of theſe ſo punithed, were in a 
Rate of favour with God, as appears from the word ſleep, the 
leath of the wicked: being hardly called fleep in any place of 
ſcripture; and from verſe 32. they were chaſtened of the. 
Lord, that they might not be condemned with the world.“ 
Now, divine chaltening is a ſign of divine love. | 
Obſerve. 3. That the holineſs of. an ordinance, or the habi- 
al holineſs- of a perſon, will. not exempt him from God's diſ- 
beatuire and: the infliction of temporal judgments here in this 
le, if he does not by actual preparations ſanctify the name of 
zodd in the duty and ordinances of.his-worſhip.. =__ | 
Obſerve: 4. That God puniſhes his people now to prevent 
beir eternal woe. 18 | 1 N 
Verſe 3 1. „For if. we would judge ourſelves, we ſhould: 
not be judged.“ e | 
If we would examine, try, cenſure, and-ſentence ourſelves, 
nd fo come to the Lord's table, we would eſcape the caſtiga- 
bry puniſhment; and condemnatory ſentence of God.-—Ob- 
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only fre 1. That as it is our duty often to examine and judge our- 
nnot. les, ſo ſelf. judging. will preſerve us from the condemnation 
bout cued judgment of God. 2.- That theſe who through weakneſs. 
22:40 underſtanding are not capable to examine themſelves, are by 


o means fit to partake of this ordinancc. 
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Verſe 32. © But when we are judged, we are chaſtened of 
« the Lord, that we ſhould not be condemned with the world, 

The nature of theſe judgments, or atlhictve evils, which d 
betal the children of God in this life, are chaltenings, * 
are chaſtened of the Lord.” 'i'o be chaſtened has a double 
aſpect, firſt upon our privilege, it denotes our relation, as chil 
dren to God our Father. Chaſtenings are a part of lis child 
dren's portion; yet in what we are chaſtened, it taxcs us with 
weaknels ; we are foolil and unruly, and therefore fo long a 
we are have; muſt always go with a rod at our back. Chil, 
who was allo a Son, was chaſtened: © The chaſtiſement of our 
peace was upon him ;?? but his were judiciary chafiſcments 
not as a child, but as an enemy, a malefactor, in our ſtead. 
Obſerve, The merciful deſign of God in chaſtening his children 
is to prevent their condemiation. When therefore at any tine 
we are under chaſtiſement, let us juſtify God, and condemn ou 
ſelves, ſceing his chaſtiſements are deſigned to ent Our con 
demnat ion. 

Verſes 33, 34. Wherefore, my brethren, When ye cout 
together to eat, tarry one for another. And if any wa 
hunger, let hun eat at home; that ye come not togethel 


PR 
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IN this. 


* unto condetanation, And the relt will I jet in order "ol 
& I come. 451 Jord 
«The Apoſtle cloſes all with; a caution to THE; of the im 1 Ong a 
gularities they had been guilty of, and to e on: thi Pract 
they come not to zether to ee OB ation. 1 righ 
| Obſerve _ 1. That our holy duties, through our own abu ey decar 
5 may prove matter of condemnation. Chriſtians may kcep {al Ul. 1. con 
- baths, Hear lermons, perform prayers, attend lacraments, all Pi the 
only aggravate their guilt, and bring. ON A heavier doom 0 Th un 
themlelves... ; ough t 
* Obſerve 2s, We have great <a to fee that we come to Go pat m fa 
in due order. em, Jof] 
Laſtly, He tells them, that as to the other points of churd in the w ay 


G 
order, he would determine them, when he. came among then od to he 


« The reſt. will J ſet 1 in order when 1 come.” Such unchriſt Pane are 
Adiſpnders may ariſe in the church, as wilt require the prelend e and 
and coming of. an Apoſtle t to correct and reform them. | yer] 
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| JOSHUA iii. 5. 


Sancti yourſelves, for to-morrow the Lord will do won. 
ders among you. : 
F this chapter we have the hiſtory of Iſrael's paſſing through 
Jordan to Canaan; and a very memorable hiſtory it is; 
for long after they are bid to remember what God did for them 
between Shittim and Gilgal, Mic. vi. 5. that they may know 
' the righteouſneſs of the Lord.” Shittim was the place where 
itey decamped, and Gilgal where they next pitched, See Joſh. 
Pl. 1. compared with Joſh. iv. 19. He orders them to march 
W to the river-ſide, where they came and Iodged, though they 
dere unprovided of means to pals it in the ordinary May. 
Though they had neither boats nor bridges, yet they go for- 
vard m faith, truſting God's power and promiſe. It was told 
them, Joſh. i. 11. that they ſhould paſs it. We muſt go on 
un the way of our duty, though we Dreſee difficulties, truſting 
Cod to help us through them when we come to them. -The 
Fople are directed to follow the ark, v. 3. when borne by the 


Prieſts and Levites, to teach us cloſely to attend ordinances, if 


Ve would have the marks of God's favour and ſpecial preſence, 
In the text we have two things, 1. A command. 2 Rea- 

ſons given for it. 6 | 

As to the firſt, © Sanctify yourſelves.” The word ſan#ify 
5s livers acceptations in ſcripture. Sometimes it is applied to 
d; we are commanded to “ ſanctify the Lord,“ i. e. to 


- 
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think and ſpeak reverently of him, or humbly to worſhip lim, 
At other times we are commanded to “ ſanctify ourlelves,” and 
then it imports ſeveral things: 1. Our ſeparating or ſetting 
ourſelves apart to ſome holy uſe, 2. Our cleanling ourſelves 
from all ceremonial pollution. 3. Our preparing ourſelves for 
ſome ſolemn or ſacred action, by the uſe of ſome ſacred rites 
or ceremonies, ſuch as legal waſhing, &c. 4. Our putting our- 
elves in a ſuitable frame for attending on God's worlhip, 5. 
Our purifying ourſelves inwardly from fin, and adorning our- 
ſelves with holineſs. I might cite ſcripture for all the ſignif- 
cations of the word, as Exod. xix. 22. Joſh. vii. 13. 1 Chron, 
Xv. 12. 2 Chron. v. 11. XXiXe 5. XXX 3, &c. I ſhall take 
it here as comprehending ſomething of all theſe ſenſes, eſpeci- 
ally the people's preparing themſelves to attend the ark, and the 
_ diſcovering of God's power, glory, and goodneſs, with a fuit- 
able ſorrow and awful frame of ſpirit befitting ſuch a great oc- 
caſion. | 1 8 
II. We have the reaſons for it, (For to-morrow the Lord 
« will do wonders among you.” See how magnificently be 
ſpeaks of God's works, he calls them wonders ; and indeed theſe 
were fo, the dividing of the waters of Jordan, and making then 
| to ſtand upon a heap, and then to run back, turning fluids into 
ſolids, and caufing the Iſraelites to walk through the rapid river 
upon ſolid dry ground. All theſe were great wonders of God's 
power and goodneſs towards Ifracl, Now, 1 vys Joſhua, ſince 
God is about to give you ſuch uncommon inſtances of his power 
and favour, © ſanctify yourſelves,” compoſe your minds by me- 
ditation, prayer, and abſtractedneſs from the world, that Je 


may be in a caſe for a careful and religious obſervation of Is 


wonderful works, and to receive the diſcovery of his glory, and 
the communications of his goodneſs, that ſo ye may give 


all the glory, and take to yourſelves the comfort of his wol. 


drous works and gracious appearances. 


— % c 


Doctrine. When God is about to make wonderful diſcove- 


ries of his glory and goodneſs to his people, then they ſhould 


make, ſolemn preparation for obſerving and receivin of the 
ſame. For confirmation whereof, ſee Exod. xix. 10, 11. © And 
« the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, Go unto the people, and ſandily 
them to day and to-morrow, and let them waſh their clothes: 

& and be ready againſt the third day; for the third day the 
« Lord will come down in the fight of all the people up" 
„ Mount Sinai.“ Or 2dly, When Gad ſets tryſt with 3 pes. 
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ple, they ſhould prepare themſelves to attend him, 1 Sam. xvi. 
4, 5. And Samuel did that which the Lord ſpake, and came 
« to. Bethlehem; and the elders of the town trembled at his 
“coming, and faid, Comeſt thou peaceably? And he ſaid, 
* Peaceably : I am come to ſacrifice unto the Lord: Sanctify 
« yourſelves, and come with me to the ſacrifice.” 

Method 1. When it is that the Lord makes ſuch wonderful 
diſcoveries of himſelf to his people. ED 

II. Wherein the preparation for waiting on this wonder 
working God doth lie. | 7 | 

III. The properties of this Preparations 

IV. The neceſſity of it. 8 
V. And laſtly, I ſhall make application. 

| I. As to the firſt head, When it is that the Lord makes glo- 
nous and wondrous diſcoveries of himſelf to a people. 1. 
When, notwithſtanding of grievous ſins and provocations, he 
averts threatened and impending judgments, and comes to them 
n a way of mercy ; as when he threatens famine and ſcarcity, 
he lends fruitful ſeaſons and plenty of bread ; when he threatens 
the noiſome peſtilence, he removes it and ſends health; when he 
pens a bloody ſword, he ſheaths it up, and ſends peace and 
ma 5 

2. When he is pleaſed to quell the church's enemies and 
perſecutors, to deliver his people from their oppreſſions, and give 
them the freedom of their aſlemblics, and of oblerving God's 
inſtitutions in purity. i | 

3. When he pours ont a ſpirit of reformation on all ranks 
and degrees, ſo that people generally turn to the Lord, prize 
ordinances, prayer, family-worthip, and appear againſt vice. 

4. When God pours out his Spirit on the aſſemblies of his 
people, ſo that the preaching of the goſpel is attended with * 


te, power, and ſucceſs, to the melting of hearts, and convert- 
ing ſouls, | ) | 


5 When he diſcovers a Redeemer to a loſt ſinking ſoul : 
hen a poor ſ{cel{-condemned finner, that was at his wit's end, 


Cbriſſ. 


6. When he ſets forth Chriſt crucified before our eyes in the 


4 
pets a light of the poſſibility of ſalvation through the ſatisfaction i 


Frament ;- when he diſplays therein the, wiſdom, juſtice, love, 8 


jd goodneſs. of God to finners in a moſt liyely manner. 2“ 
Mien he returns and make his people's ſky break after 8 
long night of defertion ; when he makes light to ariſe and n- 


3 
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ſhine to them that were in darkneſs, and opens the door of hi 
preſence- chamber. | | e 

8. When he gives them the victory over Satan's temptations 
and aſſaults, after long ſufferings and conflicts, and ſpeaks to 
them as to Paul, 2 Cor. xii. 9. © My grace is ſufficient for 

thee ; for my ſtrength is made perfect in weakneſs,” 

9. When he meets with them in ordinances, looſes their 
bonds, frees them from their ſtraitenings in duty, and enlarges 
their hearts in prayer, and enables them to pour forth their 
complaints and requeſts before the Lord. | Set 
10. When he comes with a return to their prayers ; particu. 
larly, 1. By lifting on thein the light of his countenance ; or, 
2. By giving them a view of their coggnant-relation to God; 
a well-grounded hope of heaven; and w ſtrength to grapple 
with fin, perform duties, and bear trials. ihe 
11. When he comes and gives a glorious dilcovery of his 

reatneſs and majeſty, ſo as to fill them with awful fear and 
reverence of God, and makes them cry, „Lord, what is man, 
« that thou art mindful of him? O the unſpeakable diſtance 
that is between God and us! God is glorious, and the creature 
is nothing. | ne a ER. 

12. When he comes and gives the ſoul a glorious diſcovery 
of the holinefs and purity of God, in his nature, his law and 
His works, as he did to Job, making him ery, © Behold I an 
vile ;” and to Ifaiah, 4 Wo is me, for I am undone, becauſe 
I am a man of unclean lips.“ 57 150 

13. When he gives a glorious diſcovery of the goodneſs and 
mercy of God, particularly in theſe inſtances, 1. The gloriou 
cantrivance of our redemption, by ſending Chriſt to fave us 
2. In pardoning guilty finners fo many crimes, and making 
them cry, as Mic. vii. 18. Who is a God like unto the 
4 that pardoneth iniquity, and paſſeth by the tranſgreſſion d 
« the remnant of his heritage? he retaineth not his anger i 
« ever, becauſe he delighteth in mercy.” 3. In taking rebel 
ious traitors and enemies to God, to be children of God, and 
favourites of heaven. 4. In exalting them above angels tha 
never {inned, nd providing glorious manſions for them. 

14. When he comes in the ordinances, and quickens tit 
dead and languiſhing graces of his people; as, 1. When be 
melts their hard hearts into the exerciſe of repentance d 
mourning for ſin. 2. When he comes and actuates their fait) 
enables the weak finner to go out to Chriſt, caſt. his ſoul u 
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lay his burthen on him, and wholly to look to him, and lean 
on him for pardon and ſalvation. 3. When he comes and makes 
their hearts burn with love to himſelf, and to precious Chriſt 
the Mediator, while he talks to them and opens up the ſerip- 
tures. « 4. When he draws out the deſires and pantings of the 
foul towards himſelf. 5. When he quickens the ſpirit of prayer, 
= elevates the heart for praiſe, and enabies the ſoul for every 
II. As to this ſecond head, wherein the preparation and ſanc- 
tifying of the heart for waiting on God in ordinances, doth 
lie. Firſt, It ſuppoſes, 1. That we are naturally unfit and un- 
prepared for approaching to God. 2. It ſuppoſes a work of 
God's grace and ſpirit on the heart; he only fits the ſoul for 
ſpiritual things, It God that worketh in us both to will 
and to do of his good pleaſure,” The preparation of the heart 
in man, and the anſwer of the tongue is from the Lord, Prov. 
XVI. Is | 
Secondly, It directly imports theſe things; 1. The ſoul's 
being in a gracious ſtate, trantlated from nature to grace by the 
ſpirit of God ; that the ſoul is reconciled to God by the blood 
of Chriſt, and a work of ſanctification begun; without this we 
cannot be accepted. . bs ; 
2. It lies in bringing our heart with us, and engaging all the 


powers and faculties of our ſouls to attend God in duty, Plal. 


Ixxxvi. 11. * Unite my heart to fear thy name ;” and, Pſalm 
exix. 10. With my whole heart have I ſonght thee? 

3. It hes in our having right thoughts and uptakings of that 
gracious God whom we approach to; 1. That we believe that 
God is, and is a rewarder of them that diligently ſeek him. 2. 
That he is incomprehenſibly great and glorious, fills the hea- 
vens and earth with his preſence, and that great fear and reve- 


rence is due to him. 3. That he is glorious in holineſs, and of 


purer eyes than that he can behold iniquity. 4. That he is 
ſpotleſs in juſtice, and will by no means clear the guilty. 5. 
That he is omnipotent in power, for protecting his people, and 
deſtroying his enemies. 6. That he is matchleſs in clemency 
and mercy, eaſy to be entreated, and ready to forgive through 
Chriſt, 7. That he is faithful, and keeps covenant for ever. 

4 It lies in having humble and low thoughts of ourſelves, as 
unworthy. to approach to God, or receive any token of his fa- 
vour. The ſoul that is ſanctified and prepared for approaching 
to God, hath a deep ſenſe of former {ins and miſcarriages, on- 
ders at God's patience, that the earth has not opened its mouth 
to ſwallow it up ere now. ; 
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: 5. It lies in cleanſing and purifying ourſelves, by ſearching 
for and throwing out all theſe ſins and evits that unfit us for 


converſe with God. If we would have God to accept us, we | 


muſt regard ho iniquity in our hearts; particularly, 't. We muſt 
caſt out pride” and ſelf. conceit. If we have à good opinion of 
ourſelves, our duties and performances, God will not accept us; 
we muſt count all hut loſs and dung for Chriſt. 2. Worldline, 
and thoughts about earthly things. 3. Unbelief and doubcings 
concerning the truths of God. 4. Malice and revenge. f. 
Vain and wandering thoughts, and eck to have our hearts fixcd, 
——— IN. 

6. It lies in our retiredneſs ati abſtractednefs from the world 
and earthly" thoughts; In the temple, for as much fleſh as was 
_ nfedl ters for the facrifice, not onę fly Was ſeen ſtirring; which 
deacheth us to drive away the flies of worldly thoughts in.God's 
preſenice, that they do not ſpoil or corrupt the facrifice, as that 


grievous ſwarm of flies did every thing in the land of Egypt, 


Exod, vin. 24. Do as Abraham when he went to approach 
God and do facrifice on'Mount Moriah, Gen. xxii 4, 5. When 
«he ſaw the place afar off, he ſaid to his young men, abide you 


« here with the aſs, and I and the Jad will go yonder and wor- 


hip.“ He knew that if they had gone along with him, they 


would ſo diſtract him with their clamour, that he could not of- 


fer ſacrifice with that freedom and tranquillity of ſpirit requiſite, 

7. It lies in examining the principles from which you ad}, 
and ends to whith you move. in duty. The principles muſt be 
faith and love: the belief of God's command, and the love of 
Chriſt muſt conſtrain you to duty. Your ends mult be to glo- 
rify God and enjoy him; not as the Phariſees, to be ſeen of 


men; not legal ends, to get a reward. Selfiſh and legal ends 


S 44 wv 


re as f dead fly to fpoit the ointment, and make duties uuſz- 


voury to God. O for right principles, pure and ſpiritual ends! 


/ Tticonfilts in Jabourigg to get the heart in a ſuitable frame 


* 


ö for converſe with Goc; as, 1. In a humble and ſelf denied 
frame 2. In a ſpiritual and heavenly frame. 3» In a fixed 


and ſtayed frame, calling in all ſtraying and wandering thonghts, 


{ 1: 364, 436: F 1: vs Yinl 9: 24% ! + $s $5 8 $f 
breatHing ur "that phayer, Plalin Ixxacvis 1. 4. In a, loving. 


and äffectlonate frarke'; for God is love, and love is the cement 


between God and the foul' in duty. 5. In a cautious and 
| 6 9-0 DMLS) » © #520045 02.5 FED ... re x 
watghitg frame; arding always againſt every thin 
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your a+ceſs to him 


b. 121. ä 7 be . 4 
* 


N - 35 — + a . oy 
«. 6 


} that may 
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\ 6. In an ative and lively frame; all the 
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ſpices ſhould flow out, all the graces ſhould be in exerciſes + 
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x 


wü. 8. Awake up my glory, awake pialtery and harp: I | 


eaces of his Spirit, for the ſubduing of fin, quickening grace, 


III. As to the third head, the properties of this preparation; 


4th, Diligent preparation, not dealing with a flack hand, but 


1 — * 
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| and new obedience, 


Iz Becauſe Göd is well pleaſed wits thier that do ſo, as with 


out of the land, and haſt prepared thine· heart to feck God.” 


Nehoboam, 2 Chron. xit. 14. „“ And he did evil, becauſe he 
6 1 not his heart to ſeek God. “95 


* And 
both nega! 


your Pans, your: wants, your knowledge! ae Vepſritance, ! lo . 


IV. As to the fourth Wa de eee of this Preparation; I. Neg 
ri; Becauſe ef the falfeneſs, fluggiſhnels; and deceitfulneſs of (ant heart 
our bearts; they Jove: to wander from God, and are bent to of ſal 
batkſlide in duty; asthe wiſe man ſays, Eecleſ. x. 10. f and incap- 
& che iron be blunt, and he ds not whet the edge, then muſt he N Homiſe r 
© py3tpymare ſength.“ Labour ts heat the iron ſeeing a now m 
blunt iron, A hot, will pierte more eaſily than 2 llarper: if coll, Land L. 
| Nee hearts with che love and kifferings of Chriſt, 1 their wh 
Ac Becauſe it is the heart God mainly ſeeks in duty, Prov x, «px 
Will. 26. 6 My ſoh give me thine heart 37 he ſays as Joſeph Neuem 
concerning Benjamin, “ Rxkept your brother be Wich you, I will bee to th 
«not ſet your Faced Tf the heart be ae manner es him, there after Chril 
can bel no ackepzunce-. 599); 03:5 c his ordi 


Jehe ſtiaphat, 2 Chron; Xx. 3. Nevertheleſs there are good 
ie thi ings found in thee, that thou haſt taken away the groves 


nd he is highty diſpleaſed with theſe that do it not, as with 


Ach, Becauſe God whom we approach to, is an znfinitely holy 
and 1 $79 and will bs yeorlkipyed in n and 1 in truth. 
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© Infcrente 1. Sce Hence ab: cauſe why ſo few get diſcoverit 
God's gloryy and wonders of mercy, in the ordinance, but 
meet Wich a hiding Gcd; they do not ſanctify themſelves, and 
Fepare their hearts in 2 faiteble manner... 
IL. Yo reproef to Teverals; 1ſt, To theſe who april 
$ edu the power of wandering N roving thoughts, their 
- poſts ne not fixed, ſanctiſted, and prepared. 2d, To thele 
whoſe minds are going after their covetouſneſs, when theit 
bodies aply* are preſented before God. zd, To theſe 205 
hypecriticaF and formal in their approaches to God. 
theſe whoſe beats dre dull and drowſy ur God's fer kee. rned abo 
5 40 Uſe of * trials”? It ceneerns upon this occaſion 
mine if Jour Hearts be Lanctifed ad Prepared for approach 
ps: *to-ryorrows* It 3 hi bly neceſſar now $0 exam 
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. And in order to afiſt you herein, L ſhall give ſome marks, 
both negatively and poſitively. _ | Rags 


I. Negatwely, marks of unfanQtified hearts. 1ſt; The igno- 
unt heart that knows not Chriſt, nor has any uptaking of the 
way of ſalvation through his righteouſneſs, Such are uprepared, - 
and incapable of gracious communion with God. See how the 
promiſe. runs, Jer. xxiv. 2. vill give them an heart to 
* know me, that I am the Lord; and they ſhall be my people, 
„and T will be their God; for they ſhall return unto me with 
their whole heart.” 2d, The unbelieving heart is n.;prepared. 
zd, The impenitent heart. th, The heart that harbours Chriſt's 
nem. 5th, The heart that hath no love to Chriſt, 6th, No 
love to the friends of Chriſt. - 7th, No hungering and thirſting 
aſter Chriſt and his righteouſneſs, Sth, That hath flight thoughts 
K his ordinances. 9th, Indifference about the ſuceeſs of the or- 
ünances. th, That reſiſts the motions of the Spirit. 11th, 
Ide heart that is drowſy, and at no pains to waken itfelf. 12th, 
That is a ſtranger to- itſelf, and to ſelf. examination. Such- 
tkarts are unſanctified and unprepared for approaching to God? 
W. morro-w. RIES I. X 

II. Poſitive marks of hearts in me meaſure ſanctiſied and 
Frepared, i ſt, Hearts ſenſible of their depravity and ſinfulneſs. 
2d, L hat are fenſible of their need of Chriſt. 3d; Hearts filled 
Fith revenge ag ainſt fin, 4th, That are humble and lowly. 
jth, Hearts troubled for heart plagues and fins... 6th, Hearts 

t conſent* to the well ordered covenant in all its articles. 
th, Hearts that aim at communion-and fellowſhip with God in 
ery duty. 8th, Hearts that hold oh in cloſe purſuit after 
inſt, notwithſtanding diſcouragements and difappointinents, at- 
Mary Magdalene, who would not leave the ſepulchre wheu- 
hers left it. gth, Hearts that are unſatisfied with.the beſt 
keans and ordinances. if God be not found in them. ioth, 
warts. that are applying themſelves to every duty in. Chriſt's - 
dength, ſaying, without Chriſt I can do nothing. 11th, Hearts 
at are troubled when they drive heavily in duty, and are 
ary of their remiſſneſs. 12th, Hearts tender of the peace of 
pd, afraid of fin, and grieving the Spirit. 13. Hearts con- 
erned about the ſucceſs of this ordinance, both with reſpect ta 
emſelves· and others. 14. Hearts concerned for want of fuf- 
ent preparation, praying, with Hezekiah, for pardon and ac 
Ptance, though not cleanſed according to the purification of 
e fanctuary, 2 Chron. xxx. 16, 19. e 
IV. U of. exhortation: 0 communicants, ſanctify yourg- 
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ſelves againſt to-morrow, that the Lord may come down and 
do wonders among you, wonders: of mercy: for your ſouls, | 
Motive I. Conſider that the near approach you are to make 

to God at his. Table to morrow, is the heareſt approach you cin 
poſlibly make on this ſide of death. Conſider what preparation 
God required of the Ifraelites for receiving the fiery law at. 
Mount Sanai, Exod. Xie 10, 1 1. © God commanded them to 
6c 4 themſelves, waſh their eloaths, aud be ready againſ 

_ &/the third day, for upon that day the Lord would come dovn 
« upon Mount Sinai, in ſight of all the people,” What aufil 
fear and , trembling do vou imagine was there among them, 
when God came down in a thick cloud, when the trumpet be- 
gan to ſound, the thunder to crack, the mountain to ſmoke; 
and the earth to tremble under the N of the great God 
deſcending on it. Well, ye ſhould be under the ſame aue 
of God in this ſolemn ordinance as they were. It is true, heli foul, yo 
comes not down with ſuch terror, to give a fiery law as on there oug 
: Mount Sinai, but to deliver the goſpel of prace from Mount Wl Chriſt we 
Sion. But mind, tis the ſame God that ſpeaks, hath the ſame t6 eat th 
majeſty, the ſame authority; and therefore ye ſhould prepar 
as carefully, and be as humble before him, as the Ifraclites wen 
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Were God to come down among you to-morrow in terrible} God, an 

majeſty, ſhould a thick cloud fill this houſe, and lightning] 3d, C 

break out, and ſhould you hear the thunder . his voice, 1M before {© 

am the Lord, thou Galt have no other gods before me,” cf ee how 

tainly ſuch a. dreadful glory would make your hearts. tremble by God? 

within you, and the carth tremble beneath ycu. Well tha the Lord 

God is come down as really among you as among the Iſraelnei * ſelves 

hear him with the ſame reverence, and be as intent upon edor- more ou 

tion as they Were. Let not his gracious and familiar way if God's he 

condeſcending to deal with. Von, e en to come with leb {m, and 

Nqpatstina, and reverencte. away an 

1 II. Conſider the nature of that God you are to ach to alſo the 

| uf, A great and mighty God, Pſalm Ixxxix. 7, 8. God vi- 6, 
; G6. -greatly to be feared: in the | aſſembly. of the ſaints, and to “ paſs tl 

| had in reverence of all them that are about him. O Lodz for the ! 
God of Hoſts, who is a ſtrong Lord like unto thee, or i come 
thy ſtäthfulneſs round abeut thee??? Would we feaſt with Wi tians uſe 
1 great King with filthy kands and garments ? - Joſeph ry Supper, 
| = ud I himſelf, by ſhaving himſelf and changing his raiment, before . Ath, 
Ih Vent in unte Pharach; and wilt thou not prepare thyſelf, by f lemn pt 
ting thy ſoul. in the holieſt dreſs and humbleſt poſture, wie with ar 
| art to go to the King of heaven and+carth? zd, He i Phere a 
| | | jealous and omniſcient God, ;moſt, jealous of his honour, f od 4-3 
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wil come in to ſee the gueſts, Matth. xxii. 11. and then belt 
ſpy every unprepared and un{anctified gueſt; he notices the 
ſtate of your ſouls, the frame of your hearts, the ends of your 
communicating, and your preparation before hand. O then 
ſanctify yourſelves, before you come to the feaſt. zd, He is a 
pure and holy God; he cannot hold communion with unholy 
perſons, he will be ſanctiſied in them that come nigh him, Lev. 
* 3. he will be attended as a holy God, in a holy manner. 
Did a holy angel ſet tryſt with you at a certain place againſt 
ſuch an hour, would you not prepare with all ſerioufneſs and ſo- 
lemnityy to attend him? Oh! but it is the God of angels that 
tryſts with you here, even the God before whom the angels 
adore, and cever their faces and feet with their wings, and cry, 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty.” If the linen on 
the communion Table, or veſſels that hold the elements, were 
toul, you would be ready to exclaim againſt it: and no doubt 
there ought to be obferved an outward decency in this refpect :. . 
Chriſt would have the very room in good order where he was 
to eat the paſſover. But O it is a ſmall crime to have a foul 
doth or veſſel for outward elements, in reſpect of what it is to 
have a foul heart, or an unprepared foul to entertain a holy 
God, and to receive the body and blood of Chriſt. : 
zd, Conſider that God's people uſed always great preparation 
before ſolemn approaching to God, Gen. xxv. 1---5- Where we 
lee how ſolemnly Jacob prepared himſelf and his family, when 
by God's command lie was going up to Bethel to ſacrmce unto 
the Lord. They change their garments, waſh and make them- 
4 ſelves clean, and put away their ſtrange gods.“ How much 
more ought we to prepare, when we go not only to Bethel, 
God's houſe, but to God's table, by changing our garments or 
Im, and putting on Chriſt's righteouſneſs by faith, and putting 
away and mortifying our luſis and idols of jealouſy? We ſee 
alſo the Pfalmiſt's preparation for approaching to God, Pfalm 
AXVie 6. „ I will wath my hands in innocency, ſo will I com- 
® paſs thine altar, O. Lord.“ The Jews had great preparation 
for the Paſſover, and ſo ſhould: we for the Lord's Supper, that 
8 come in its room. Wherefore we find the primitive Chrif- 
tians uſed} to fit up whole nights at prayer before the Lord's 
Supper, which they called Vigij43tuu.. 
- 4th; Conſider. that the matter of this ſacrament requires ſo- 
lemn/ preparations- Solomon directs us, when we are to eat 
with a ruler, to conſider what is ſet before us, Prov. Xx1it+ 1. 
Phere are here the ſymbols of Chriſt's body” and blood, rare 
vod It is a great fin 10 abuſe common meat. and drink, or to 
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partake of theſe without ſome ſerious thought before hand. We 
would have veſſels clean to hold our ordinary food; but here 
"18 {ſoul food, heaven's dainties, the jewel of heaven. Chriſt's 
body in the ſacrament muſt be wrapt in a clean ſoul, as well as 
his body by. Joſeph of Arimathea was: wrapt in clean, linen, 
- and laid in a new tomb.. . 

Sth, The duties to be performed. at the Lord's Table require: 
preparation, viz. Covenanting with God, renewing our baptiſ. 
mal 0s expreſſing our love to Chriſt, feaſting on a broken. 
th, You are naturally unfit for this ordinanee ; naturally 
you have neither habitual nor actual preparation, being dead. 
in fins. and treſpaſits, leprous, loathſome, carnal, and earthly 
minded, Wherefore we muſt be quickened and. purified, before 

we can hold communion with a holy Ged. pn 
th, Becauſe communien with God would be altogether dif- 
agreeable to an unſanElified ſoul, he would weary of it, and take: 
no pleaſure in it. : | 

8th, Becauſe of the. great advantage of this preparation, God: 
will come to-morrow, and work wonders of mercy for ſuch a 
ſincercly aim at preparation. O then ſanctify yourſelves, 
Queſt. What are theſe wonders of mercy ?. Anſw. Iſt, He will 
raiſe dead fouls out of the grave, and put life in them. 2d, He 
will warm cold hearts, and. put ſpiritual heat in them. 3d, He: 
will ſoften hard rocky hearts, and make them tender and ſenſi- 
ble. 4th, He will cleave the rock, and make waters guſh out of. 
it, the waters of penitential tears. 5th, He. will cure the para - 
Lytic trembling hand, that could hardly be ſtretched out, or grip 
to any thing. He will enable the weak foul to grip fall to: 
Chriſt, and ſubſcribe. his name to the marriage contract. both, 
He will ſtrengthen the feeble knees and lame feet, and make the 
foul to run in the way of his. commandments with an enlarged 
heart. th, He will kill ſtrong Goliabs and luſts, that defied: 
the armies of the God of Iracl.. Sth, He will fix a-wanderwg: 


heart, and fix it on God and things above. gth, He will heal: 


a wounded, conſcience. by the Balm of Gilead. 10th, He will 
brighten a dark clouded mind, and reſolve all the doubts and 
fears of a bchever.. 11th, He will give. a ſight of the King in 
his beauty, a view of, the ſmiles of Chriſtꝰs lovely face. 12th 
He, will, give a.ſcal.of the pardon of all your ſins. I 3th, He 


will give a Piſgah view of Canaan, a Gght-of the promiſed land. 


' 34th, He will feaſt the hungry, and. fill them with the; daintics 
of heaven. O theſe are rare wonders of grace, that Chriſt will 
work for the prepared ſoul. O preparation ja, your feed time 
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teeving "your harveſt,” Now, as a man ſoweth, ſo ſhall be 

reap; K be that ſoweth ſparingly ſhall reap ſparingly ; and he 
Which ſoweth bountifully, ſhall reap alſo bountifully,“ 2 Cor. 

u. 6. It is ur the duty of partaking, as in the duty of pray- 

ing; the more prepared a man's heart is to pray, the greater is 
his returns from heaven, Pſalm x. 17. Thou wilt prepare 
then hearts, thou wilt cauſe thine car to hear.“ So it may 
beTaid in the caſt of receiving, Thou wilt prepare the heart, 
hol? wilt cauſe thine hand to give. When Gott prepares a 
man's heart for duty, it is a token he hath a hand prepared for 
mercy. Hence the Lord makes that gracious promiſe, Pſalm 
hexxi. ro. Open thy mouth wide, and T will filt it,” q. d. 
Il enlarge my hand, as you enlarge your heart. He ſaith, as 
Joſeph to his fteward, Gen. xliv. 1.“ Fill the men's ſacks, as 
much as they can carry.” So as Joſeph's brethren prepared 

ſacks in nizinber and largeneſs; ſo did they carry cbrn away: 
Aud as you bring prepared hearts to the ordinance, ſo flalf you = 
bee > 17.07 

9. Becauſe of the great danger in coming unprepared. If 
da do not ſanctify and prepare yourſelves,” God will come and: 
Gd wonders of judgment, wonders of wrath . "Ip © 
He may inflict bodily diſeaſes, as 1 Cor. xi. 30. 2d, He may. 
ſad uttimely death. zd, He may ſmite with deſertion from 

Cad. Ath, He may ſend darkneſs on the mind. 5th, He may* | 
lite with deadneſs urid impeniteney on the heart. 6th, With” 
daying and withering on the' gifts and graces. th, He may 
leiid Teatineſs and barrennefs on the ſoul. © 8th, He may ſmite* 
with formality and lifeleſsneſs in dufy. 9th, With ſearcdneſson” 
the conſcience, ſo as it ſhall chalterige for no ſin. roth, He 
may ſend Horror and terror on the "corifeience, ſo as to make it: 
Mager Miſabib. 1Yth, He may let Satan Tooſe among you! 
vith temptations, athciſtica} and blaſphemous theughts. 1 2th, 
He may ſend you to hell from the Communion Table, as 
Matth. Xii, 12; 13. FH he fafth tro Mims Friend, how 
deameſt thou in hither, not having a wedding garment? And 
he was fleethlefs: Tben faid the King to the Ervants, Bind 
Tim hard and bot, and take him dyay, and caſt bim ino 
"Queſt. How ſhall 1 get my heart ſanktißed and prepared, ſo" 
e ach expe de fo prlt"come all de wont of ere 
lor me to-morrow. Anfw. There is a twofold preparation, har 
bitua! and actual; you muſt ſtudy both, and habitual prepa = 
tion in the firft place, "Queſt: What is habittal preparation * 
Auw. It hath feveral Ingredients in . 1ſt, A coVenditt fer- 
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tion to God in Chriſt. 2. A principle of ſpiritual life. 3. 4 
tate of peace with God. 4. The imputation of Chriſt's righte- 
ouſneſs. 5. An univerſal change by regenerating grace. 6. 
The inhabitation of the Spirit. 7. A holy converſation. 8. The 
lamp of a pr ofeſſion. Quelt, 2. What is actual preparation for then the 
the Lord's Supper? Anſw. 1. Scqueſtrating ourſelves from the . ple tree 
world. 2. Self examination. 3. Humiliation for ſin. 4. ut-bearin 
Renewing of our perſonal covenant with God in Chriſt. 5. And 0; but 


frequent 
palm is an 
and the ch 


their comr 


Reformation of what is amiſs. 6. Exciting of all the graces lever. Bu 
to a lively exerciſe. 7. Meditation on the death and ſufſerings 00 low. — 
tells us of 


ef Chriſt, 8. Earneſt prayer to God for preparation and affil. 8 
ance in the work. And after your utmoſt preparation, you mult {us in th 
lay no ſtreſs thereon, but caſt yourſelf wholly on Chriſt for afliſt- Where. \ 
ance, ſayings. „It is only in the Lord I have righteouſneſs and WM © the b 


« ſtrength.” We ought to be denied to ourſelves, to look with cauſe win 
David to the Lord both for aſſiſtance and acceptance, Pſalm li. W"!tand the 
16. © J vill go in the ſtrength of the Lord, I will make men- Ind bleſſing 
tion of thy righteouſneſs, even of thine only.” You ought to f the Goff 
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imitate King Aſa, who though he had a great army to fight 
ainſt the Ethiopians, yet cried to the Lord, and truſted in him 
oc for help, as you have it recorded, 2 Chron. xiv. 11. . And 
4% Aſa cried unto the Lord his God, and faid, Lord, it is nothing 
« with thee to help, whether with many, or with them that have 
« no power; help us, O Lord our God; for we reſt on the, 
and in thy name we go out againſt this anmltitude. $0 let 
every communicant ſay Lord, all my ſtrength and preparations 
* are cht, I have no power for celebrating this feaſt ; help 
„ me, O 1 my God; for I reſt on thee, and in-thy name I 
« go to this great 1 weighty ordinance. And if you come 
forward to-morrow, in this ſelf· denied and fanQifed — you 
| Kave ground to expect that he e e's do ene of grace 
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ACTION SERMON 


From Canrroyes ki 2. 


He eee me Py the Saneneriag: Houſes I 8s 3, anner 
| 2 ee © 765/66 PetoDovaoc' WEE 


n whats "of this Song is an allegorical 8 of the 
| ' myſterious unjon and communzon. betwixt Chriſt and his 
Church; under the perſons of a bridegroom and bride, Which I 


| Rm 25 
frequent metaphor made uſe of in ſeripture. The forty- fifth 


Be palm is an abridgement of this Song.---In. this chapter Chriſt 
e. 6. Wand the church ſeem to ſtrive, who ſhall outvie each other in 
3. The tber commendations. Chriſt firſt commends the church, and 
on for chen the Church extols Chriſt, © She compares him to the“ ap- 
m the ple tree among the trees of the wood, verſe 3. Chriſt is a 
Ne 4. t- bearing tree but the children of men are barren trees. 


* And O:but. his ſhadow'is refreſhing,” and his fruit ſweet to a be- 
graces lerer. But as if.the: ſhadow and fruits of an apple tree were 
lerings 0 low a ſimile, to ſet forth his excellency ànd goodneſs, ſhe 

| affitt. Nells us of the entertainment he gives her in the banqueting 
F 1 0G i UN nds Diptera TIO WY HR OG 
r afliſt- Where we have, 1. The place which the Spouſe was brought 


fs and WW; © the banqueting houſe, or houſe of wine, i. &, of feaſting, 
k with {cauſe wine isa principal part of feaſts ; by which we are to un- 
n Hai. "ſtand the order, or means, whereby Chriſt conveys his graces, 
e men- Nad bleſſings to believers: and there 4s none of all the ordinances 
ght to f the Goſpel that may be more fitly called the banqueting or 

o fight Walling houſe, than this of the Lord's Supper, which is the 


in him 

« And th. Ordinances are called his banqueting houſe, becauſe of 
othing e great plenty, variety, and riches of the bleſſings he thereby 
at have mum icates to his people 


n thee, | 
So let WPule; atid that is Chriſt, « He. brought me; which ſhews, 1. 
rations Wir want of right to theſe bleſſings of ourſelves, All our right 
; ; help In Chriſt. 2. Our impotency to come to the feaſting houſe; 
ame muſt both give us ſtrength and preparation of ſoul. 3. Ihe 
2 come {nels of his grace in beſtowing theſe bleſſings on uus. 
c, you ;. The manner how: ſhe is brought in, and that is under a2 
f grace. banner,“) ſtandardy-or. enſign. It is 4 mültary rod; banners or 
dens are uſed in camps and armies. Pſalm xx. „ We will 
ejoice in thy ſalvation, and in the name of our God will we 
— por banners.“ Her march or entry into this feaſting 


ile was joyful and triumphant, ſuch as that of people under 
litayed Nudes dr Fora lifted p. Cole r3 Lag 795; td 
M, invite, engage, and lead people after their captain; and 
lifting up or diſplaying of colours is à ſign to invite and di- 
thoſe of ſuch a party or ſide, to come to ſuch a place, or 
ch ſueh a Way. Now, What is the device br motto” of 
it's banner; not like thoſe of other Generals, a Lion, an 


tat Goſpel feaſt wherewith- Chriſt entertains his people. on 


2 We have the perſon that brings her into this banqueting of 


dle, Kc. but LOVE. The love of a crucified Jeſus is like 


Ty 
— 


\ oe " anner liſted up and-difptayed in the Goſpel for inviting and 
and ins | Ay 4 


hich is Eng ſianers to come to him. Love is the banner that 
V rn un, mene . ee e 
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Chriſt lifts wp and diſplays this day to engage you to come ti bere 18 
him, and liſt yourſelves under his banner. Love is that wiid de here, 


leads to the banqueting houſe, and furnithes proviſion and enter conſolati 
Nainment for us cher. N Here th 
- Obſerve I. That Chriſt has rich feaſts in the ordinances ful *he ſtone 
entertaining be e TIES Ns Ties na, ange 
II. That the banner which Chriſt diſplays for drawing us t. ot life, 
him, is Love. : n 22 N ; the wate 
As tothe firſt, I ſhall ſhew, x. That Chrift in the ordinance and the 
doth provide feaſts for his people's fouls. 2. That the Lord it ſhall b 
Supper in particular is one principal feaſt that he prepares fo dot thirſ 
them. 3. Why he prepares ſuch a feaſt. 4. Shall apply. grapes of 
4s to the firſt; it is evident, 1. From God's promiſe to hi Jea cluſte 
people, Pſalm xxxvi. 8. They ſhall be abundantly ſatisft braven. — 
„ with the fatneſs of thy houſe; and thou ſhalt make the ſeed on, ( 
„drink of the river of thy pleafures.? Iſa. xxv. 6. And i ue there 
* this mountain ſhall the Lord of hoſts make unto all peopl ift, H 
a feaſt of fat things, a feaſt of wines on the lees, of fat thin rare fe: 
6 full of marrow, of wines on the lees well refined.“ This pH, chear, 
miſe is concerning the goſpel- times. From Prov. ix. 2. whet Hood, w. 
„ Wiſdom,“ i. e. Chriſt, is ſaid to have “ killed her beaſts, min ere we 
« led her wine, and furniſhed her table.“ And, to name fcrifice f. 
more, from Luke xv. where the father prepares the fatted c dulneſs: 
for his penitent prodigaall. th to a 
2. From the experienee-of God's people, as of David, Pal, Lord h: 
iv. 6. Ixil. 5. and Ixv. 4. and particularly from the experte ear the v 
of the church in the text; God's people can ſet to their ſeal iroken bo 
this truthe '- 10 N 9ns q | | DOE © pardon to 
4s to the ſecond head, That the Lord's ſupper is one pi kat can? 
eipal feaſt; which the Lord prepares for his people. WIe by jJuſi 
fore it is called*the Table of the Lord, 1 Cor. x. 21. It is n for del 
led © a feaſt on the ſacrifice of Chriſt,” 1 Cor. v. 7, 8. 2% W. 
« wedding feaſt, Matth. xxil. 4. In theſe places the Lon ot only t 
upper is principally pointed at ſhall here ſhew wherein Velghed ns 
Lord's ſupper reſembles a feaſt; yea, it is not an ordinary te _ carrie 
it is a rich, royal, and magnificent feaſt. ; % to be 
- 1ſt, At a feaſt their is rich and noble proviſion. 50 Lament? 
there is more than bread and wine, even the body and blood med. O 
Chriſt, “ My fleſh is meat indeed, and my blood is drin o be own 
deed,” John vi. 55. What bread and wine afford to the bf the ſo 
viz. ſtrength, comfort, and "nouriſhment, the ſame doth ſance to 
body and blood of Chriſt, received by faith, yield to the lay any t 


Here is ſpiritual food to the hungry ſoul, bread that ftreng" Jultifeth, 
man's heart, and wine that chears the fainting ſpirits. Bei dea rathe 
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bere is wiſdom's gate, and wiſdom's feaſt. It is good for us to 
de here, good to wait at her door-poſts. Here the breaſts of 
conſolation are drawn forth, here we may ſuck and be ſatisfied. 
Here the fountain of life and the wells of ſalvation are opened, 
the ſtone rolled from the well's mouth.---Here is the hidden man- 
na, angel's food, bread from heaven, yea the fruits of the tree 
of life, that grows in midſt of the Paradiſe of Gad.--Here is 
the water of life that fprings from beneath the throne of God 


ome if 
* whicl 
| enter 


aces 0 


18 USC 


1nanceſW{ and the Lamb, clear as cryſtal ; if you get but one drop of it, 
Lond. ſhall be an everlaſting ſpring in your ſcul, ſo that you need. 
bares fo not thirſt after carnal comforts and enjoyments.—Here are the 
ly. grapes of Ganaan, the fruits that grow in the land pf promiſe; 


jc cluſters of  thele: grapes are at tivs feaſt, the firſt fruits of 
beaven.—-Iii a word, there is at this ſpiritual feaſt for the ſoul to 
ked on, Chriſt crucified and all his benefits and purchaſe. And 


e to hi 
ſatishe 
ke the 


« And ue there not many dithes and delicacies here? | 

11 yeopl iſt, Here is pardon of {in ſealed to a believer: O is not this 
at thing mare feaſt, and excellent chear, Matth. ix. 2. 33: of good 
This pri * chear, thy fins are Lore? ven thee.” Eere you get Cirriit's 
1. blood, which was ſhed for many, for the remiflion of fins. 


Here we claſp about a crucified Chriit as the great propitiatory 
acrifice for our fins, and accept of him as the Lord our righte- 
ouſneſs ; and thus we receive the remiſſion of ſins. Hae God 
hith to a believer, as Nathan to David, 2 Sam. Xit. 13.“ The 
Lord hath put away thy fins, thou {halt not dic.” Here we 
tear the voice of joy and gladneſs, which hath made many a 
iroken bone to rejoice. Is there any thing more {tet than 
pardon to a cor demned man near the place of execution? And 
What can give more joy, than a free diſcharge to a ſinner arreſt 
a by juſtice, and drawn to hell's door to be caſt into that pri- 


its, mint 
name 
fatted c 


vid, Phal 
experi 


xeur {cal 


s one pff 
„ Wh 


It zen for debt, out of which there is no redemption. 2 
„8. 2d, We have peace and friendflifp with God; O rare diſhi 
the Laer only to be freed of a burthen of debt; that would haus 
wherein W'®ghed us down to belt, and for which millions already have 
Iinary feen carried thither, and are Toaring under it without hope; but 


ſo to be received into Hecial favour with God: For in this 
koament 2. covenant of peace and friendſhip is ſealet and con- 
med, O muſt it not be a feet cordial for an enemy, a rebel, 
18 drink o be owned as n ſpecial favourite of the King diheaven, ſo 
to the bit the ſoul may ſend a challenge to hell and earth, and bid 

leſance to men and devits, Rom. ville 33 34+ © Who ſhall 
lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is Gadd that 
juſltifeth, who. is he that condemneth ? It is Chriſt that Med 
Yea rather, that is riſen * who is even t the right dun 


t {treng® 
its. Del 


3 


© Rhere is that in this ſacrament which may checl- all theſe fear 


1 pface-ont of his fulneſs; here the ſmoaking flax may be Ke 


Fo FS nd fortified for tridls And ſuflerings, and prepared for paſba 


__ dreſſed, and maladies remedied. Here you may get a meal thi 


_ +4ife to your ſouls, and poiſon to- your luſts. It is here the en 
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of God, who alſo maketh interceſſion for us.“ And you 
may ſay with David, Pſalm iv. 8. „I will both lay me down 
in peace, and fleep,: For thou, Lord, only makeſt nie to 
de dwell in ſafety.” ome life, come death, I am ſafe; my con- 
Frrence is gaſburthened, and I am at eafe. 4, 

zd, Adoption is another of the diſhes at this feaſt, You are 
not only made a friend, but a fon and heir; and in this ſacra- 


ment you get ſcifin and infeftment of the children's privileges 


relation, and inheritance. --- And here God ſaith, I will be a Fa- 
ther to thee; and, ſon, thou ſhalt be ever with me, and àull that 
1 have is thine. Thou fhall have my blefling and love, tte 


f Hinitles of my face, the kiſſes of my mouth, and the arms of my 


grace, to ſupport aid preſerve thee. Thou ſhalt have my Son 
for thy elder brother, thy prieſt, and advocate ; my angels to 
be thy gaurds; my providence to be thy protector and mana- 
ger: Thou ſhalt have marina in the wilderneſs, and water ont 
of the rock. Thou ſhalt be my heir, and joint heir with my 
eternal Son and firſt born. Thou ſhalt have heaven for thy 
home, Chriſt's throne for thy ſent- anct a kingdom for thy por 


tion; an honourable maintenance while here, and an incorrupti- 


ble inheritance hereafter. | 5 | 
Ath, Another, diſh is peace of conſcience, This is one of the 
preciots legacies which Chriſt leaves in his teſtament, which 18 


here ſealed, John XiVe 27. It is here Chrift ſpeaks peace to bis 


people and to his ſaints; here he breatlies peace upon them, 2 
in Luke xxiv. 36. Do doubts and fears arife within you that 
hinders you to believe the good news, as with the diſciples ; 0 


Luke xxiv. 38, 30. Why are ye troubled, and why de 
<:thotights ariſe in your hearts? Bebold my hands aud n 
feet, that it is I myſelf; handle me and fee,” &c. O tl 
the prints of the nails may calm the doubting conſcience, ard 
duiet thy fears. hoo bn OTITIS CEN SIT 


w * 


wo $thy Supplies an ſtrength to our weak and decayed grace 
Here Chriſt's ſtore-houſe is opened, and we may get grace 10 


ä Mito a flame, and the bruiſed reed find ſupport; here you ma] 
et Weak faith ſtrengthened, cold love enflamed, weak del 
. Kindled, repentance renewed, hope made lively, the ſoul fte 


through the valley of the ſhidow of death: Vea, in a wot 
Jeu may get all yout -wants ſupplied, all your grievances i 


Ul both ſatisfy, and beget a ſtomach in you, that wall pro 
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that was the Plalmilt's heaven upon earth. 


meet with Chriſt, and fee his blelied ſace. 
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ty ſoul is filled, the ſtarving creature fed, the poor beggar en- 
riched, the hard heart ſoftencd, the cold heart warmed, the 
dead foul quickened, the paralytic hand cured, the blind eye en-. 
lightened, the thirſty heart ſatisfied, the feeble knees ttrengthened, 
the ſtraitened heart enlarged, the wandering heart fixed, the 


_ ereepirig deſires elevated, the cloudy ſoul brightened, and the 


. D. A 
doubting foul} reſolved. O are not theſe gracious and bleſſed 


changes Here you may get ſtrength againſt your ſtrong luſts 
and temptations, and furniture for every duty, ſo as ycu may 
pay with enlargement, hear with comfort, praiſe with elevation 
of mind, and meditate with delight. e 

6th, Here is Chriſt's gracious preſence, and a ſight of his 
countenance; that is a rare delicacy in this feaſt, that ſatisſies 
the foul, Pfalm xvi. ult. „In thy preſence is fulneſs of joy,“ 
It is here Chriſt 
tryſts with his people, here he walks with them, and is held by 
them in the galleries; here he viſits them, and holds communion 
with them, intimates his love, and kiſſes them with the kiſſes of 
kis mouth. Here they ſee the King in his beauty, here the 
laints have beheld the hcauty. of the Lord, Pſalm xxvii. 4. 0 
this is worth our while. O let it be our errand this day.to 
| | God's people in'all 
ages have placed their happineſs here. Abraham rejoiced in a 
hght of Chriſt, though afar oſſ, at 1900 years diſtance, The 


-wiſe men thought it worth their while, to undertake a long 


journey from the eaſt to ſee him, though but new born. Cd 
Simeon deſires to fee no more on carth, after he gets a fight. of 
him, though a child. Zaccheus ran and climbed up a tree to 
fee him, though deſpiſed of men. O now' he is ſhining in 
glory, ſhall we not defire a fight of him? David devired it as 
bis (“ one thing, Plalm xxvli. though he then. wanted his 
throne and kingdom. The ſpouſe ſeeks it as her one thing, 
Cant. iii. 3. Saw ye him whom my ſoul loveth?” O but 
a fight of him would make your face to ſhine, a fight of him in 
his love, in his dyed garments, treading out the wine-preis alone. 
Ith, Another diſh is the comfort of his Spirit, and the clear- 
ing up your intereſt in Chriſt and glory, a ſight of beaven, and 
your names written in the book of life, fo that all your fears 


may be ſcattered, objections anfered, doubts refolyed;-and- 


likewiſe the evidences of your graces :lcared up to you, ſo that 
though you doubted before if you had faith, yet now you may 
be enabled to fay with the poor man, © Lord, I believe.“ You: 
doubted- before of your love, but now you may ſay with Peter, 
Lord, thou that know eit all bings, knoweſt that I love;thee.”? _ 
201 * (Cc 2 „ e ee e ee 
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Non doubted before of your intereſt in Chriſt, but now you can 
tay with Thomas, „My Lord and my God ;”” with Job, 1 
* know that my Redemer liveth;ꝰ and with Paul, „ know in 
„ whom I have believed.” | | 1 

Thus I have ſhewn you ſome of the rich proviſion and noble 


Atertnument prepared in this banquet before you: Yea, you 


ſee it is not only rich proviſion, but there are choice rarities 
Here, hidden manna, angels? food; yea, not only choice, but 
plenty and variety, food adapted to our ſouls nature and facul- 
ties; food to nouriſh, ſtrengthen, delight and refreſh the ſou, 


__ Here is food ſuitable to alli the faculties, light to the mind, 


peace to the conſcience, ſatisfaction to the will, and food for 
all the affections. Here love may ſatisfy itſelf in embracing 
the (chief among ten thouſands, Defire my ſatisfy itſelf in 
claipipg the Deſire of all nations. Delight may here bathe it- 
Alf in the river of pleaſure. In a word, what can the ſoul 
need but is here? for Chriſt is made of God to us wiſdom, 
righteouſneſs, ſanctification, and redemption, Here is precious 


| Neod to purge away our deep guilt ; here is perfect righteoul- 


neſs to cover our raked ſouls ; here are riches, and unſearchable 
wehes in Chriſt, righteouſneſs for our juſtification, and grace for 
our ſanctiſication; here all things are given us richly to enjoy; 
herr hope may feed on the great and precious promiſes. 
Adly, At feaſts there uſed to be lavers for the s to waſh 
In, as at the marriage-feaſt in Cana of Galilee, © where were {1x 
water-pots ſet for purification, John ii. 6. Doth ſenſe of de- 


| Hlement ſcar you from partaking ? Behold here is a fountain 


opened, Zech. xiii. 1. O come, and waſh in it, that ye may be 
fit: to compaſs God's altar, and fit down at his table. 
zadly, At banquets there uſed to be mirth and cheerfulneſs; 


— fo. here, : when prodigal ſinners firſt return to their Father, he 


hath mirth and muſic to entertain them, ſee Luke xv. 24. The 
tidings of Chriſt's purchaſe, and the promiſes, are the belt mu- 
fic and me in the world: the news of. what he bath done 
and fuffered, ovght to fill your hearts and lips with the high 
praiſes of God, and thankful admiration of Chriſt and redeem- 


ing love. O believers, conſider you are not to come lile- 


mourners to a funeral, but like chiſdrem to your Father's feaſt, 
a royal feaſt. I'll bring them to my holy mountain, and make 
et them joyful in my houſe of prayer, faith the Lord:“ 80 
that ye may eat this bread with joy, and drink this wine with 
a merry heart, in hopes of God's accepting you and your ſa- 


% Triſice, Ecel. ix. 7. 2 | 


* 


athly. At feaſts there is the maſter of the feaſt, to bid the 


gueſts welcome, as ready as the father to welcome the prodigal 
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child, Chriſt is the maſter of this fcaſt; he hath ſent for th his 
fervants, to call and invite you to the feaſt; aud now he is to 
come to the table to bid you welcome, as in Cant. v. 1. Fat, 
O Friends; drink, yea drink avundaatly, O beloved.” | 

zthly, At feaſts there are ſervants to attend the pueſts 3 
here the miniſters are ſtewards and ſervants to attend Chritbs 
guelts at this feaſt: and their work is to direct you to the table, 
and to gite every one their portion of meat in due ſeaſon. God 
grant we give not the children's bread to dogs,” and them that 
have no right to it. We know not the heart, ye all have pro- 
ſeſſed yourſelves to be ee 0 do not mock God and his 
ſervants. | 

. 6thly, Here is a bl eff ing craved by the Maſter of this eld 
yea, he hath commanded, and will command the bleſſings, and 
bis ſervants are to pray for the virtue of that bleſſing to this table. 

7thly, At a feaſt there is good company. O there is rare 
company at this feaſt. The King fits at his table, Cants i. 
12. even the King of glery, Chriſt himſelf is there preſents 
and the Father alſo; for in this feaſt we have fellowſhip with 
the Father and the Son, through the: Holy Spirit. Here the 
children of God, yea the glorious ſaints above, fit at this Table, 
and. ſhare with vs in this feaſt, It is true, they ſit at the ups» 
per. end of the table, and we at the lower end. They have bet- 
ter appetites, better muſic; they feed on a naked Chrilt, we 
ſigns and ſymbols ; but we lave all the ſame ebear. O what 


"a great and good cormany. is here! We read of Belſh-zzar; that 


made a feaſt for a tbhouſard of bis lords, Dan. v. 1. But here 
is a feaſt for many thoulands, . p ca, to all-believers, Jews and 
Gentiles, an open free feaſt, Ala. xxv. And we read that Ahas 
ſuerus made a feaſt to all his princes and ſervants, which laſted 


2 
which laſts to all eternity. 

III. A; to the third head, w by hi prepares ſucii a feaſt: for 
Anfw. Iſt, To be a folemn memorial of his love to 
ſinners, in ſufforing a 525 dying for them; and this memorial 18 
to be kent up through al Senerations, till. (chriſt's ſecond com: 
ing. Just £ ſo the pallov er was a commenoratitig feaſt to the | 
Ges of their proce ection and delirerance from the bondag 
Hg Eoy 2 = 
. 20, To diſcover bis infinite riches N r to poor fins 
ners. So Abaſuerus, Eifh, i. 3, 4. „ made a feaſt to all his 
t princes. and ſervants, to ſew them the riches of bis excellent 
amneſty. A 
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| hever's coining to him. The father of the prodigal evidenced 


bis joy for the return of his fon („ who was dead and now 


« alive, loſt and found”) by a fealt and muſic. O believers, | 


this is the day of the gladneſs of Chriſt's heart; glad is he to lee 
his prodigals rewurnuigy and this feaſt is the welcome home. 

4th, 10 exprets his love to believers, and that he might have 

opportunity of nearer commmuon and fellow {hip with them. At 


feaſts people have great freedom and familiarity witk one ano- 
ther, nutual expretizons of kindneſs, communicating of ſecrets, 
' Tejoicing in one another. O but many a poer ſoul has been ra- 


viſhed with Chriſt's love here, and with the wine of his conſcs 


lation; he has made rare diſcoveries of his love to them. 


Sthly, To ratify. and confirm the covenant between God and 
us. It was uſual in the eaſtern countries to ratify contracts 
and covenants by cating and drinking together,. So it was in 
the covenant made between Iſaac and Abimelech, ſee Gen. xxvi. 


28, 30. And ſo it was a federal rite between Laban and Jacob, 


Gen. xxX1« 46s. between the Ifraclites and Gibeonites, J oſh. ix. 
14. between David and Abner, 2 Sam. iii. 20. Conſider then, 


this is a covenanting feaſt, here a ſolemn bargain between God 


and us is {galcd and ratified. What is the bargain ? See the 
tenor of the covenant, Acts xvi. 31. „Believe on the Lord 


- % Jeſus Chriſty and thou ſhalt be ſaved.” Here we engage to 


helieve in Chriſt, and Chriſt. engages to ſave us. Here Gcd 


promiſes to be to us a God, and we promule to be to him a peo 
ple. Here God promiles and ſeals the benefits of the covenant. 


en his part, and we promiſe and ſeal the duties of the covenant 
n our part. Here God's giving the ſigns is a feal on bis party 
and our taking them is a ſeal on ours -Here Chriſt gives rs 
Ki. foul and body to ſave us, and we give our ſouls. and bodies 


20 ſerve him. Here God binds himſelf to be faithful, ard we 


| Bind ourfelves to be conſtant.— Nea, we here ſwear allegianct 
u Cluiſt over his broken bedy and {hed biecd. 


6thly, Jo be a cordial to his pecr fainting ones, and ſor 


Wengthening the weak and feeble of his. peeple. --Many ©: his 
people are fore caſt down, and bave dwelt long with fears and 
horrore; and this is a relief to them; bere Chriſt ſmiles, and 
755 peace. Otliers axe. weak in grace, berg he brings them 


upplies; Lere the decayed Fave renewed their ſtrength 3 19. 
the lame have bren-made-to lego as an hart, and the tongue of 


the dumb ro ſing. 11 N 15 iu * | 

- Itbly, To, fartify and encourage againſt all difficulties and 
trials we may meet with in Chriſt's ſervice. We cre to look for 
reproarbes-and- perſecutions, if we hold faſ by Chriſl. Satan and 
the World ill not he Weg een en 33. Here is a. meal end 
dial tp bearten us for it; and ſome have met with that in 
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lenced WF this feaſt which hath made them chearfully venture on ſufferin gs, 
L now end reſolye never to leave Chriſt, An hour of ſcalug animates 
tevers, the foul for an hour. of ſuffering. If the Redeemer ſmiie on us, 


to lee and his love be ſhed abroad in our hearts, we can bear any 
ne. thing, ſuffer any thing, loſe any thing, and not be diſcoura ged. 
t have 0 then come, and take in proviſion againit the evil day, for ye 
m. At have a- wilderneſs to go through. Elijah was excited to take a. 
e an0- WW double meal, for his journey was long. So if you would have. 
tecrcts, WM frength for your journey, O here you may Lave it, Fere is food 
een la- more fubliſting, durable, and nouriſhing than Elijah's cake and: 
conic» Werufe of water, of which he eat and drank, and in the ſtrength 

of that meal went forty days and forty nights, unto Horeb the. 
od and W Mount of God, 1 Rings xix. 6, 8.-—\W kat bread and wine 
ntracis Waftord to the body, the tame doth Chrilt's body and blood in 
was in the facrament received by faith afford to the foul, viz. ſtrength-“ 
„. XV. Wening, comforting nouriſhment. And wt o but a madman would. 
Jacob be fo cruel to bimfelf, as to deny his faint body its ſtated meals. 


oth. 1x. aud relief? O may it not hcarten you, that whatever ycur 
x then, Itraits, bodily wants, cr neceſſities are, and however you may be- 
en God Wileſpiſed, you have a great King that koncurs you, ov Hs Yous. 

See the Mikes you to feaft with himſelf here, ard will thortly call you 
e Lord Iv the marriage-ſupper of the Lamb above. „ 
gage te 8thly, To wean you from the vain pleaſures ard comforts of! 
re Gcd Ide world, and from ſenſual delights ; and to make you long 
: a peo- ir that glorious and full feaſt above, This is a forctaſte of it 
ovenam Wand ſhould ſtir vp a hunger for it; for this ſeaſt is the fiſt. 
ovenant. bits cf Heaven. „„ # KS, Lg 
nis part; Wi Improvement I. infer what a horrid calumny it is, that is | 
gives rs vifed againſt che ways of Chriſt by the devil and the World 
d bodies bat they are ſad and melancholy, of purpoſe to fright men 
ard we om them. No, you ſee Chrift has royal feaſts for his people 
legianct Which the world knows Jittle of. A believer would not give a. 
| dumb of: this ſpiritual feaſt for many days of worldly feaſts, 


and for WM H. Admire his condeſcenfion that the Lord” of glory fl.culd- 
Y ©: bis rake ſuch-a feaſt for beggars, ſee Luke xiv. 21. Poor worms, 
ears and Wile ſinners, will he call us, that deſerve not a dog's crumb be- 
les, and {cath the Table, to come and ſit down with the children at 
gs them te Table? O what are we that he ſhou}d deal fo with us, fin". 
h; lere ers vile as the mite, and Black as ell. You have far greater 


f ; 
ngue OIL, 


uſe to wonder at this-privilege th an Mephbiboſneth, 2 Sam. 1 
K. 7. „ David {aid to him, L will ſurely ſhew thee kindneſs 
tor Jonathan thy father's fake, and will reſtore thee all the | 
land of Saul thy father, and thou ſhalt eat bread at my ta- 
ble continually :” obſerve his anſwer, © What is thy ſervants 
hat thou ſhouldſt lock upon tuck a dead dog as Ian“ * 
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III. How inexcuſable are they who llight this ſeaſt, that 

has coſt Chriſt ſo dear, more than ten thouſand kingdon:s ! ! He 
has made ail things ready, aud has been calling linners to come, 
Conlider how grievoutly the King took it, when he made his 


_ marriage ſupper, and thole that were bidden would not come, 


Luke xiv. 24. 

IV. Exhortation, O communicants, who have been preparing 
for this feaſt, come away to the marriage, all things are ready 
on Chriſt's part. Obj. But how ſhall I get acceſs to the banquets 
ing houle? Anf. Employ Chriſt to bring you in. It is be alone 
that brings his ſpouſe in. You may come to the Lable, and get 
the outward elements, but unleſs Chriſt bring you in to the ban- 


1 queting houſe, you will not be taken in. It is only Chriit that 


can give you appetites, and clothe you with the wedding-gar- 
ment; Lis only he that can quicken the dead foul, and ftrength- 


ch the weak. “I can dd all things through Chriſt [trengthening 


« me,” faith Paul. He only can ſend the Comforter, the north 
and ſouth gales of the Spirit. He only can remove the burden 
of fin, and take away the heart of ſtone, diſſolve doubts, and ſcat- 

ter clouds. O look and long for him then to bring you in, and fay 


with thef in John xi. 56. © What think ye, Will he come to the 


feaſt?“ will he bring me into the banquetiug houſe; will he touch 
my heart and take me by the hand? Poor Gnner, FH tell you 


whom he will bring in. is true; it is not every one, Wan} 


come thronging to the feaſt that bave no ground to expect to be 


Taken! in. But there are ſome he will bring g in, and they are theſe: 


xt, The hungry and thirſty ſinner that is longing. for a meeting 


with Chriſt, ſenſible of his needs and wants, and cry ing, O4 
- Frumb from his hand, a drop from his wounds, a ſeal of parden 


from that I. able! elſe I die. Theſe have a promiſe to be flled, 20, 
The poor, broke n-hearted, humbled ſoul, that has a deep ſenſe of 


his own notbingnels and un orthineſs, Aying, Lam not worthy 


that Cbriſt ſhould come under my roof, and far leſs worthy that 
I thould come under Chriſt's roof, my ins are fo many and great, 


Is there any ſtanding afar off with the publican, afraid to cen 


to the holy Table, laying, “ God be merciful to me a ſinner,” 
Cluiſt will come to ſuch, Ifaiah lvü. 1 5s He will revive the 
e {ſpirit of the bumble, and the heart of the contrite ones. 3. 


—_ The poor praying and W reſtling ſoul that has been putting u 


many a petition, ſigh, and groan for acceſs, ſaying, “ O that | 
„ knew where to find him!“ O when wilt thou come unto me- 
bow long wilt thou hide thy face? ? O have ye been ſtorming 
Heaven with your cries laſt week, laſt night, and this mc rning? 
Have you been, knoc king tor the Gpening of the door of the ba 


dee : be will come EA ſuch. in. ath, All the 


= 


friends 
* ſuch, { 


I cann« 
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tnat Wl friends and lovers of Chriſt will be taken in. O finner, art thou 
ie ſuch, ſee thy warrant and thy welcome, Cant v. 1. O ſay ſome, 
come. I cannot be a friend to Chriſt ; but 1 wiſh him well, and his 
Je his people and intereſt, I cannot ſay I am a true lover of Chriſt ; 


comey WI but J find my heart glowing and warming with defire to him, 
5 and I would give all the world I had theſe glowings Lindled 
"> WF into a flame. Take courage, poor fovl, Chriſt will not quench 
cd the Imoaking flax, he will blow it up into a flame, and take 
auer WF thee in. sthly, All fincere covenanting ſouls, that have been 
510 MY yefternight and this morning honeſtly confenting to the bargain 
il get oY offered in the golpel, content to cloſe with Chriſt as he offers 
0 _ himſelf, to renounce their idols and luſts, and to give Chriſt 


„weir hearts. Is there any foul willing to open to Chriſt ; O 
5" Wl then he will take you in, Rev. iii. 20. ( If any man open the 
engtk. WY 6 door, I will come in to him, and will ſap with him, and he 
zen e with me.“ O poor ſinners, that never opened your hearts to 
north Chriſt, de perſuaded to open to a bountiful Lord: open your 
bur Get hearts to him, and he will open his banqueting-houſe to you. O 
d ſcar. finer, haſt thou no need of Chriſt's dainties? art thou. not a 


joy o poor, perithing, ſtarving ſoul, a famiſhed prodigal, and needeft 
3 * thou not the bread of live? Chriſt is at the door with variety 
nene et bleflings, and ready to open his banqueting-hovſe to you, O 
15 "WY vill Je open to Wim? Conſider that if you do not accept of 
2 Chriſt, he may paſs ſuch a ſentence againſt you, as in Luke xiv. 


240 © For I fay unfo you, that none of theſe men which were bids 


: theſes den ſhall taſte of my ſupper.” O will it not be dreadful to ſee 
eite faints fitting at the royal feaſt in heaven, and you your- 
85 ON ſelves ſhut out, like a company of ſtarving beggars ſtanding 
Pal * about the doors where the marriage ſupper 18 kept ; they fee the 
eo e lers, and behold the rich diftes carried yp, they bear the 
5 „nuch and muſie of the gueſts, but not a bit comes to their ſhares 


But as for you that are content to accept of Chrift on his 
own terms, come away to the marriage-ſupper, Chriſt, the maſ- 
ter of the feaſt invites you, and will make you welcome. And 
in coming to this feaſt, obſerve the following directions: 

Iſt, Come with holy. awe and reverence of God, the maſter, 
ind maker of this feaſt. If ye were going to a prince's table, 


thy they 
vl greats 
to come 
inner, 
-y1VC the 
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, eden would have ſome awe upon your ſpirits; mind the maſter 
3 a this feaſt is a glorious, holy, and jealous God, that will not 
unto = 2d, Come with a pure hear: and clean hands; wah your 
om earts in the tears of true repentance, purge them of all filth, 
3 through the blood of Jeſus, which cleanſeth from all ſin, other- 
the 1 


Wiſe you'll affront the maſter of this feaſt, Should a be & gar: 
All de tlat ee wallowing in a puddle, intrude himſelf in tliat 
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condition into a prince's company, ſit down at his table, and dip 
his beſmeared hands into the fame diſh with him, how would lie 
take it? O come not with filthy rags and filthy hands to this 
holy table, but repent of every ſin, renounce every fin, and re- 
Jolve againſt every fin, CE | | | | 
ad, Come with a holy fear and jealouſy over yourſelves, 
| feared that you be not ready. Cry, Lord, let me not wrong 
Chriſt or my own ſoul this day? O let me not betray the Son 
of God witha kiſs; O let me not murder Chriſt or my own 
ſoul, contract blood guiltineſs, or drink damnation, O what it 
_ 1 want the wedding garment when the King comes in to view 
the guest: „„ 8 

_ th, Come with a broken and bleeding heart to view the flain 
Lamb. O will not the dying groans and bleeding wounds of 
Chriſt move you ? When you ſee him ſtretched out and nailed, 
will ye not cry, O behold my Saviour that was nailed for me, 
dying with love in his heart, and finiles in lis face; 0 it was 
my fins drove in theſe nails! Remember, the ſun veiled his 


face in the time of Chriſt's ſufferings, fainted at the fizht, and | 


could not look; O veil. yours, retire inwardly, and take amends 
of fin the cauſe of his ſufferings! © | gs 


th, Have on the wedding garment, viz. Faith in a Ree 


deemer's righteouſneſs. Come relying on him for acceptance, 
and look to him for ſtrength” and furniture; look up to him, 0 
dead foul, for life and quickening. How unſeemly will it be to 
ſee a company of dead corpſe ſet down at the feaſt of the Jing 
God? O be acting faith in a lively manner on Chriſt, for a” 
is the life of all: O come, reach hither thy finger, and bebol 
Chriſt's hands, reach hither tay hand, and feel the print of ” 
nails, and mark of the ſpear, and cry with Thomas, “ My * 
and my God; here I will reſt, and here I will ſtay. In 1 
 elefts of bis wounds my ſoul ſhall take ſhelter, where juſtice iba 
Er,, e bY Dy 
6th, Come with love, for it is a love feaſt. O love Chriſt tha 
38 both the maſter, the maker, and matter of the feaſt. 8 
heart is burning and bleeding with love to you, O let yours a 
ſo to him. Without love ye have nothing to do here.—Con 
alſo with dove and charity to all men, be ready to forgive ev) 
one, as ye would have God to forgive you. 2 
th, Come with panting and thirſting deſires, to ſee and 1 
with Chiriſt, ſaying, I care not who be here, if Chriſt be able 1 
O the deſire of my foul is towards him, and the remembrance 
his name! | 3 1 
£th, Come with expeRation, depending only on Chriit „ 
rits. God's promiſes and free mercy in Chrilt, greedily © 
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ing ſomething from Chriſt this day, as the poor cripple man did 
from Peter and John, Acts iii. 445 And Peter faltening his 
(6 px ; ; 1 
6,0) es upon him, with John, ſaid, Look on us. And he gave 
heed unto them, expecting to receive ſomething of them.“ 
We ordinarily receive little, becauſe we expect little. O raiſe 
Four wp _ expectations, for ye come to à merciful and 
eral God, thit will not let the Tati ) 

God, expectation of the poor periſh 
Tal. 1X1... | =} ny 4 ; 
| Ich, Come reſigning yourſelves to Chriſt. Give up ycur hearts 
to Chriſt, ſaying, Lord, I have no facrifice to bring but my 
heart, O that it were a thouſand times better than it is, it 


'{hould be thine ; Lord, accept of this poor ſacrifice, 


- . 1c.th, Come with admiration and praiſe. O the high praiſes 

of God thould be in our mouths: wonder and praiſe God for 
the contrivance of our redemption, and for making choice of 
ſuch a Redeemer. O wonder and praife our Redeemer for leav- 
iog his throne of glory for a manger; vea for a croſs and a 
grave, and all for the fake of us. Say, Lord, what am I 
that thou ſhouldit veil thy glory, yea ſhed thy blood 
& and life for fuch a wretch as I am? O how am I athamed, 


£& | , 5 art! 1 
that I love thee no more; my heart is cold, my tongue is 


jp flow, J cannot love, I cannot praiſe, O let heaven and earth, 
228 and men, join and extol his free grace and wondrous 
love. If ye come in ſuch a frame, you will be taken into the 
banqueting-IHuſe, and his banner over you will be love. And 
this lends me to ſpeak a word of the Banner of Love. 8 

Chriſt upon the croſs hath lifted up a Banner of Love; he 
hath declared 4 imſelf willing to receive every ſcul that will come 
under his- banner, and liſt himſelf to fight under his colours. As 
Je are profeſiing to leave the devil's ſtandard, and come to Chriſt, 
by taking your ſacrament, (which uſed to be a military oath 
among the Romans) and ſwearing allegiance to Chriſt; O mind 
ye are not to draw back, but to follow the Captain of your Sal- 
ation, and fight againſt the devil, the world, and the fleſh, If 
ye perjure yourſelves, and return to your old ways, ſaying, 
Welcome, drunken cups, bloody oaths, lying, &c. ye will in- 
eur all the curſes of the law, and vengeance of the goſpel alſo. 
O. ye will fink deeper into hell than others, and you will be 
made to cry, Would to God J had been the ſon of a Pagan and 


Mahonietan. Wherefore, own and ſtand by the banner of Chriſt; 


and to encourage you to ſtedfaſtneſs, keep in mind that you 
have, 1ſt, A noble General, who hath already conquered, and is 
ready to join you in the fight. 2d, A noble cauſe ; 'tis the 


Lord's battle, they are God's enemies, and enemies to your foul 
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alſo. 3d, You have noble weapons, the ſhield of faith, Rrord 


of the Spirit, &c. they are impenetrable, and full proof. 4th, 


Noble pay, a white ſtone, a crown, and a new name, grace 
here, and glory hereafter. 5th, Ye are ſure of victory, if ye tight | 
valiantly', for Chriſt will fairly bring you out of the field. 

A Banner is a ſign of union; it ſignifies that all who reſort 


to it, are united, in one company, under ſuch a Captain: O then 


ſtudy union among yourſelves. Let the conſideration of Chrilt's 
love move you all to be united, and to love one another. O ſhun 


diviſion, difcord, flandering, and backbiting ; ye are ſoldiers of | 


one company, and under one Captain, and if you divide, ene- 


mies will reap advantage. Agam, a Banner is a ſign of protec- | 
tion, and love is the banner that engages Chriſt to protect his 


people; as long as Chriſt loves his people, he will protect and 


defend them. O then mind your work in evil times, flee to 


Chriſt's love, and abide in his love ; keep your, ſouls in the love 
of God, clear up tlie evidences of Chriſt's love, and ſo you may 


look to him for protection and thorough- bearing in the worſt 


caſe; men or devils ſhall do you no hurt, while his banner over 
you is love.--Laſtly, A Banner diſplayed ſignifies victory. When 
conquerors won a city, they diſplay their colours on the walls; 


O has Chriſt this day. won your hearts, conquered your enemies 
and huſts, and diſplayed his banner thereppon. O it is love that 


engaged him to make ſuch a conqueſt. Be faithful to your friend- 
ly conqueror, and let not theſe enemies and rebels get into the 


city again. O hold out the city and fight valiantly under Chrilt's 
banner; be not cowardly, do not baſely ſurrender the fort that 
— Chriſt has won; he has won it, let him wear it, 2zt him poſſeſs 


the throne for ever. Say to Chriſt, as the men of Iſrael {aid to 
Gideon, Judg. viii. 22. Rule thou over us, for thou haſt de- 
& Jlivered us out of the hand of Midian.“ O but Chriſt has de- 
livered: you out of the hands of Satan; ſubmit therefore kindly | 
to his government and Jaws, own him as a King as well as a 


Prieſt; ſurrender willingly the keys of your heart to him, and 


— 


Keep your heart for him. | 2 8 
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